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PREFACE. 



Ik presenting this work to the public, I do not invite 
criticism, hut, of course, do not expect it will escape 
either that of the press or others. If it is not harshly 
and bitterly denounced by the Democratic press, it will 
fare better than any thing I have said, written, or done 
since my, first entrance upon the political stage, 

I have been told that there was an art to be studied 
in writing a book, diiferent from all other arts and all 
other writings, without which no one was likely to ba 
successful. If this be true, then this, my first effort aJ 
book-writing for pvhlicalion, must prove a sad failure, 
for the only art I have studied has been the art of tell- 
ing the truth in a plain, simple style that every readef 
can readily comprehend, and I think there will not he 
found a passage in the book that it will be necessary for 
any child to read twice to catch its meaning. 

The chief merit I claim for the work is its strict fidel- 
ity to historical facts, which will be recognized by every 
intelligent and impartial reader as he proceeds. The 
truth is, that in this extraordinary age of rapid progress, 
one striking political event succeeds another with such 
reraarlcable rapidity that the occurrences of yesterday 
are obliterated from the mind by those of to-day, and 
thus there is hardly one man in a million who keeps up 
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a connected chain of events in his memory, as my posi- 
tion in public life and other circumstances have enabled 
me to do. 

This EebelUon is, in point of fact, a key to my whole 
political life. There has been no question of public in- 
terest for the last thirty-live years or more in which I 
have not taken an active part ; while my personal asso- 
ciations with many of the leading Democrats enabled me 
to know much that did not appear upon the surface or 
to the public, and I had been but a short time in Con- 
gress before I was satisfied that there was a most active 
and persevering party in the South laboring with inde- 
fatigable zeal to prepare the people for an ultimate dis- 
solution of the Union, and against this party and their 
objects I have been warring all the time. I need hardly 
say that I have made but few speeches for the last twen- 
ty-five years that did not contain an admonition to the 
country on this subject; and it was perhaps owing to 
this fact, more than any other, that I have been enabled 
to keep constantly in mind so minute a record of facts 
as they have occurred. 

This work treats of a period and of a history that no 
other writer, I believe, has undertaken ; and without ar- 
rogance or presumption, I think I may say that I doubt 
if there is another person in the country who could write 
it (without extraordinary labor and research) that would, 
for those who are moat familiar with the facts would 
rather desire to cover up and conceal what it has been 
my purpose to expose and lay bare before the world. 

When I made up my mind to write this history of the 
antecedents of the Rebellion, it was with no view to make 
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a dollar by the work: it was to enlighten the public 
mind, of the South particularly, as to the great imposi- 
tions that had been for a long succession of years de- 
signedly practiced oh their credulity by those in whom 
they had trusted as their leaders, with what disastrous 
consequences to the fortunes, the happiness, and lives of 
every household, in every gradation of life, all are now 
but too familiar. 

I have often bad occasion to say that no man alive 
knew more of this war than I did, and if the people 
knew as much about it as I knew, or if I knew as little 
as they did, we should probably all have been together 
in our sympathies, 

I find it extremely difficult to blame any man for 
rushing to arms in defense of his wife and his children, 
his property, his liberty, and his honor, who could be- 
lieve they were all invaded and endangered by a gov- 
ernment that they had been educated to look upon as 
their natural and constitutional protector ; and all this 
was whispered and hissed into their ears by profligate 
politicians, stupid and abandoned public presses, who, in 
most cases, bad not the nerve or the will, when the dan- 
ger arrived, to fight for their own wives and daughters, 
their own property, their own liberty or honor, but who 
made every manner of excuse for shirking the dangers 
and hardships of a war of their own creation ; but the re- 
sponsibility ihey can not escape. For such men the En- 
glish language is too poor to enable me to express the 
utter loathing and contempt I feel toward them. 

Early in the war I characterized it as "die rich man's 
war and the poor man's fight." Whether I was right or 
A2 
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wrong ill tliis, those who did the hard fighting can best 
determine. 

One thing, at least, all who read this book can tell — 
now that the war is over and the result ascertained — 
and that is, whether I would have been more or less 
worthy of their confidence and regard by advising them 
to yo into it or to slay out of it ; and none will hereafter 
bo surprised, when they have learned the true nature 
and design of the Sebellion, that from first to last I re- 
solved that no earthly power should induce me to lend 
it either my co-operation, my respect, or .my sympathy. 

With these prefatory remarks, this work is respectful- 
ly submitted to the candid judgment of an enlightened 
country by The Author. 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



It is a well-known maxim that " a good cause makes 
a stout heart and a strong arm," and never was the truth 
of the adage more strikingly illustrated than in the po- 
litical career of the Hon. John Minor Botts, of Virginia, 
than whom no man in the United States at this day 
stands more prominent before the people as a consistent 
and patriotic advocate and supporter of "the UNION, 
THE COKSTITUTION, AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
LAWS." 

An intimate friend of the illustrious Henry Clay, and 
a compeer of statesmen and legislators during the most 
mportant political erj^ of the last thirty years, the lead- 
ing actions of Mr. Botts'a life, and his speeches and writ- 
ngs, form as interesting and instructive a portion of the 
story of the progress of our great Republic from youth 
to manhood as any part of American history. Especial- 
ly interesting, however, is the record of the manly and 
fearless stand made by Mr. Botts in support of the Union 
cause during the inauguration and progress of the late 
great conspiracy against the life of the nation, the cul- 
mination of which will ever form an eventful era in 
the world's history. His intimacy with the prominent 
actors in the great tragedy, and the privilege which he 
possessed of having the enlree behind the scenes in the 
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theatre of fhe rebellion, placed Hm in a position " to un- 
fold a tale," and "to reveal the secrets of his prison- 
house," which, if it does not " harrow up the soul" or 
make "the hair stand on end," "will assuredly excite to 
the utmost the just indignation of every honest man in 
the country, and rouse up to action every lover of the 
nation in the land. 

The circumstances under which this work was written 
are as follows: 

In October, 1861, the French consul in Richmond 
applied to his friend, Mr. Charles Palmer, for all the in- 
formation he could furnish him upon the question of 
secession and the rebellion, the merits or demerits of 
which he did not understand. Upon this request be- 
ing made, Mr. Palmer applied to Mr. Botfcs, who he was 
well aware was far more competent to enlighten his 
friend upon the subject than himself, or, indeed, any other 
gentleman in the South. Thereupon the information de- 
sired was furnished in a letter, which contained, in a con- 
cise form, the important history constituting the basis of 
the present work. Since 1861, time and circumstances 
have led to an enlargement of the history, and the views 
it presents have been enforced by additional arguments, 
and the facts related substantiated by incontrovertible 
testimony. 

Shortly after this letter was sent to the French consul, 
it became rumored about Richmond that Mr. Botts was 
engaged in writing a secret history of the rebellion, and, 
as a matter of course, the Confederate authorities were 
soon trying to ferret out the truth of the matter. For 
soine time nothing of any importance in relation to the 
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EDITOE'S PREFACE. 



subject transpired. On the first day of March, 1862, 
however, the Confederate Congress passed an act sus- 
pending the writ of Habeas Corpus, and declaring mar- 
tial law. The nest morning, which was Sunday, about 
an hour before daybreak, the late General — then Cap- 
tain — G-odwyn, assistant provost-marshal under General 
"Winder (of Andersonville memory), with a hundred 
armed men, surrounded Mr. Botts'a house, obtained ad- 
mission, arrested him in bed, and carried him off to a 
filthy negro jail, where he was lodged, and kept in soli- 
tary confinement for eight weeks, his liouse and family 
in the mean time being placed in custody of two of Gen- 
eral Winder's satellites. After his arrest, his trunks, writ- 
ing-desk, and every receptacle for private papers were 
closely searched, and his private letters and papers taken 
possession of and carried to the provost-marshal's office, 
where they were examined. Mr. Botts, knowing how 
obnoxious he had made himself to the Confederate au- 
thoriti^ by his bold, outspoken hostility to the doctrine 
of secession, and also to all engaged in inaugurating the 
wicked and atrocious rebellion, had concluded— as soon 
as he heard of martial law having been declared — that 
he would probably be among the first victims of their 
vengeance, and he had taken the precaution to conceal 
the historical sketch in question in a place where the 
rebels would not be likely to find it, and through the me- 
dium of a friend it was privately conveyed to the office of 
one of the foreign consuls for safe keeping until called for. 
Two days after the imprisonment of Mr. Botts, Captain 
Godwyn, who was acting as his jailer, presented him- 
self in his cell, and the following conversation occurred, 
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After interchangiEg the ordinary salutations, Captain 
Godwyn remarked to Mr. Botts that he thought they did 
not get hold of all his papers in their search. 

Mr. Boils. Ah I perhaps not. Lid you miss any par- 
ticular paper, captain, that you had reason to expect was 
there? 

Captain Godwyn, Yes, there was one we did not find 
that we were led to believe was there. 

Mr.BoUs. Indeed! and what paper was that, captain? 

Captain Godwyn. Well, I don't know exactly how to 
describe it, 

Mr. Botts. I expect I could tell you, captain, what it 
was. Are you really anxious to get possession of it? 

Captain Godwyn. Well, yes ; I should like to get it^ 
Where is it? 

Mr. Bolts. Ah! that you must find out for. yourself, 
captain. You had no difficulty in finding me at mid- 
night, and you will have to find that for yourself. But, 
if you are very anxious to get it, you shall have it, but 
only on my terms, and upon none other can you get it. 

Captain Godwyn. What are your terms ? 

Mr. Botts. My terms are that you ahall bring me the 
afiidavit of Jeff. Davis, sworn to before Judge Hali- 
burton, that, upon my delivery of that paper to you or 
to him, it shall be transferred, without alteration or mu- 
tilation, to the editors of the Enquirer and Examiner for 
publication, just as it came from my hand ; and, to show 
you that I am not afraid or ashamed to let-your govern- 
ment or the, world know what I have written, I will ac- 
company the document with five hundred or a thou- 
sand dollars to pay for the expense of the publication. 
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Captain Godwyn. It must be a very important paper 
that you will give so much to have made public, What 
33 it? 

Mr. BoUs. I presume you know what it is you are in 
search of, but if not you shall Ieeow, It is the secret 
history of this rebellion for thirty years before it broke - 
out. 

Captain Godwyn. "Why are you so anxious to have it 



"Because," replied Mr. Botts, rising from his seat and 
advancing toward the captain, at the same time shaking 
his huge fist within a few inches of his face, and speak- 
ing with great vehemence in voice and manner, " he- 
cause, by Heaven, sir, if the people could read it and 
learn the truth, it would lead to a revolution within a 
revolution in wbieh I could take active parti" 

Upon this the committee rose, and the captain depart- 
ed to report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

During Mr.Botts's imprisonment, the French minister, 
Count Mercier, visited Eiclimond, and expressed to the 
friends of Mr. Botts great anxiety to see him and con- 
verse with him on the subject of the war, as he had great 
reliance on his views. But this he was not permitted 
to do. From this fact it may be justly inferred that 
the French consul had previously communicated some 
of Mr. Botts's views upon this subject to the embassa- 
dor at Washington ; at all events, a copy of the letter 
was placed in Count Mercier's hands during his visit to 
Richmond, and that the document made an important 
impression in that quarter is not at all improbable. 
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Suffice it to say, in conclusion, that the lucid explana- 
tions made ; the statesmanlike views expressed ; the 
startling facts presented ; the hidden plots disclosed ; and 
the vital importance of the subject altogether, certainly 
makes this secret history of the rebellion one of the most 
valuable and interesting contributions to American his- 
torical literature ever presented to the public. 



..Google 



CONTENTS. 



Okigik OB THE BooK.— It 13 Written at the Koq^uest of the I'rencb Con- 
sul. — The Hartford Convention not tlie Birthplsce of Secession. —The 
Stigma ftttaehed to MombefS of that Body, — Transfer of the Odium lo 
Abolitionism, Page S9-31. 
Secession odious in the SotrrH peiob to 1833. — The !^ehmond Ea- 
guirer of that Year on Secession. — The Editor condemns the Doctrine, 
31, 32. 
Thb Awhok op Secession. — John C. Calhoun the Author of Secession, 
— His ambitious Projects. — The Erostratns of the 19th Century, 33, 
33. 
Sbcgssion in 1832. ^Hoiv General Jackson treated Seceesionists in 1833. 

— "The Union must and shall bo preserved," 33. 
Jackson's PttocLAiiATioii. — His conscientious Discharge of hisDnties. — 
The enthusiastic Eeception of his Proclamation. — Discomfiti.He of the 
would-be Rebels, 88-36. 
Passaob op thb Force Bill by Conseess. — Increase of the coercive 
Power of the President, — Public Sentiment in favor of strong Measures 
against Secession. — The Unconstitutionality of Secession proved, 36, 37. 
As ABCDMENt AGiiNST DisDnioN.— Extract from a Speech of Mr. Botts 
in 1860. — The Union pei'petual. — The Demon of Democracy at work, 
87-46. 
An importaht Note. — The Confederate States' Manifesto. — Mr. Eives's 
great Speech on the Poree Bill. — The Tergiversation of Mr. Rives, 
17-68. 
Calhoun bahelt escapes Hanging. — Determination of Gieneral Jack- 
son "to malto Treason odious. "—Calhoun saved from, the Gallowa by 
Henry Clay. — South Cai'olina seeks Co-operation of her " Sister States" 
before making a second Disunion Experiment, 63, 64. 
Secession not Killed.— Tho Tariff Question laid aside, and that of 
Slavery taken up as the Lever of Agitation. — The Operation of "Sring 



..Google 



XVm CONTENTS. 

the Soutliem Heart" commenced. — Timid Whigs driven into the Kaoks 
of the Southern Democracy. — Every Opponent of that Farty stigma- 
tized as an Abolitionist. — Calhoun's Atldrass to the Sout^ Carolinians 
on the Subject of a Change of Tactics, Page 65, 66. 

The Disdmion Scheme of the Dbmoceacy. — Pi'escience of Mr. Botts 
in Regard to the Designs of the Democratie Party. — Denunciations of 
him by the Democratic Press and Politicians. — Slavery the Pi'etest for 
their revolutionary ElForta to perpetuate their Power, 66-68. 

The Seoessioh Pboqeaimme. — The Adoption of the Slst Knle, denying 
the Eight of Petition to the North.— The Creation of Sectional Ani- 
mosities. — MJarepresentation of the Sentiments and Objects of the 
Horthem People by the Democratic Press of the South and their Party 
Con/rhvs in the North. — Peaceful (!) Secession advocated. ^Reflections 
on the Cost of the Secession Experiment. — The Conseqoonees of the 
Success of the Rebellion, 63-7J. 

The Democeacy Reviewbd. — Aaron Burr the Father of the Party, and 
Thomas Jefferson the Beneficiary. — Democracy reigns for Sixty Tears. 
— Its temporaiy Abdication during the Regency of Atlama. — Inaugnra- 
tion of the System of " to the Victors belong the Spoils," under Jaclc- 
Kon. — Southern Presidents for thirty Years. — The Tariff Question. — 
Calhoun's Experiment— The Van Buren Sigime. —The Whig Triumph 
in 1840.— Tyler's Treachery.- The Annexation of Texas— The Mex- 
ican War.— The Wilmoe Proviso.- The Compromise of 1850.— The 
Repeal of the Missouri Compromise, 71-83. 

Thk Rebellion Fobebhado*bd. — Speeches and Letters of Mr. Botts in 
1844.— The Object of the Texas Annexation Scheme. — Exposures of 
the Designs of the Southern Democratic Leaders, 82-95. 

Efforts to extend Slavery.— Calhonn as Secretary of State. — How 
John Quincy Adams came to join the Abolitionists. — The Charleston 
Courier tells Tales out of School, 96-9T. 

The strict DiacirLWB is thb Dbmoceatic Ranks. — The thorough Or- 
ganization of the Democracy. — The complete Control of the Masses hy 
the Leaders. — "The cohesive Power of public Plunder." — The Demo- 
cratic Masses the Dupes of Demagogues, 97-99. 

The Wilmot Proviso.— The Return of Mr. Clay to the United Slates 
Senate. — The Compromise Measures of 18S0 a severe Blow to the 
Democracy. — The Standard of Rebellion raised in tho Cotton Stales in 
1851. — ^JeffDavis the Secession Candidate for Governor of Mississippi. 
— He is defeated by Foote, the Union Nominee. — Geoi^ia follows Suit 



j,Google 



by electing Howell Cobb on the Union Platform. — A lofty Summer- 
snult by ihe Domocratio Party, Page 99-101 . 

The Exiremists of both Sections tnited in Action.— The " Fire- 
eaters" and " Fanatical Abolitionists" voting togatbor.— An illustrative 
Anecdoteof JohnP. Halo. —He voles with Hnnter, otVirginia, 101, 103. 

AaiTiTioN THE Object in View. — The Abolitionists soelc to maka Pros- 
elytes in the North, and the Secession Democracy to stir up the Pas- 
sions of iho Southern People. — Disualon Eought by both, the one to get 
rid of Slavery, tbo other to regain lost Power, 102-104. 

Seoessionibtb become Filibusters. — The Expedition to Cuba. —Par- 
tial Revival of the African Slave-trade. — The Nicaraguan War. — Lo- 
pez and Walker, and their Men, Victims to the Cause of Secession. — 
104, lOS. 

The Southern Co]inaBEOiii.(!)CoHVBBTioss. — These Conventions mere 
"Primary Meetings" of the Secessioniata. — The Richmond Examiner 
anxious for the Jail acainipU of Secession. — Mr. Botls attends a Con- 
vention at Memphis, and spies the Wolf beneath the Sheep's Clothing, 
106, 106. 

The Calm before the Storm. — The temporary Adjustment of j>Gnding 
Differences between the North and South. — Agitation lulled. — The 
Democracy on the Look-out for new Causes of Discontent. — A Vir- 
pnift Mason begins to build a dividing Wall, 106, 107. 

Death of John C. Calhoun. — The Legacy he left bis Country. — Death 
of Clay and Webster, — The Giants of Kentucky and Massachusetts 
leave a Vacuum. — A mental Pigmy from New Hampshice occupies the 
Presidential Chair. — Pierce and Douglas made Catspaws of by the 
Democratic Leaders. — A Hew England Pettifo^er on the Democratic 
Ticket defiiatB a Virginian Patiiot on the Union Platform, 107-109. 

Union Whios toen Democratic Secessionists, — The Toombs's, Ste- 
phens's, Faulkners, etc., of the Whig Party, swell the Democratic 
Ranks, 109, 110. 

The FcrornvB Slave Law.— Its obnoxious Featnces. — Quiet temporari- 
ly re:Stored. — Retirement of John P. Hale. — The Democracy dissatis- 
fied. — The Union to be saved only by the Election of the Democracy to 
Power, 110-113. 

Thb Democracy to rule, oh Disunion to follow. — Rebellion to have 
been Inaugurated in 1866 if Fremont had been Elected. — Buchanan's 
Election postpones the Dinoiienient for four Teal's. — The Election of 
Lincoln ends tlio Melodrama and begins the Tragedy, 112, 113. 



j,Google 



Devblopmbst of the CoNSPiEAcr. — The Capital to have been soMed, 
and Lincoln assassinated by a Mob from Keiv Yorl!, Ballimoj'e, and 
Kicbmond. — Tlie North to liave "smelt Southern Powder and felt 
Sonthern Steel." — TooHibE to havo calied the Boll of his Slaves on Bunk- 
er Hill. — Wiso advocates Fighting for his Eights in the Union when in 
PoEBOSEion of Washington. — The Attack on Fort Sumter premature. — 
The gi'oat Excitement in the Nortb, East, and West occasioned by the 
Insult Co the Flag in Chai'leston Ilarbor.— An Obstacle in the Way not 
thought of. — The Unity of the Horth unexpected. — The Northern Al- 
lies of Southern Traitors quail bcforo it. — The Secession Speeches of 
the Bs-Unionist^ Alexander K Stephens- — "On to Washington!" his 
Watchword, Page 113-116. 

Spbech of AiBXiNDBB H. STEPHENS AT KicHiioND IN 1861.— Extract 
fram the Eichmond Dispatch of April 23, 1861. — An Editorial from 
the Eichmond Sentinel of November 3, 18G3, Proof of iho Conspiracy 
to remove Lincoln. — Testimony of Generaljames Wilson — Mi Botts s 
Efforts to foil the Tcnitors. — He exposes theu Designs to Geneial 
Scott. — An important "Note," giving Statistics of the Tiantlci of 
Arms and Munitions of War from Noitharn to feoutiiein Aisenals, 

A EETHOSFECTITB GuNOE. — Qnafrels among the Democncj over the 
Spoils in 1864. — More Agitation needed for the Campaign of 185S. — 
A private Meeting of Secessionists in Washington. — The Repeal of the 
Missouri Coroproniise determined upon. —Mason and Hunter, of Vir- 
ginia, start the Ball, 122-124. 

Tbb Hbfeal op the Missohbi CoHmouiSE. — Fierce and Douglas won 
over to tliis iniquitous Scheme by Ibe hopes of Self-aggrandizement. — 
The Prize of a Presidential Nomination in 185S the tempting Bait. — 
The hungry Whigs sell their Bh'thright for a Mess of Pottage, 124-126. 

John Bett, OF Tennessee. — The Uniouiam of Bell tested. — He is found 
to be made of inferior Metal. — Bell's Speech at Memphis in ISSfl.^He 
is willing lo join the Republicans to save tie Union. — His Hecreanoy 
when Nothing was to be made by Unionism, 126, 127. 

History op the Misbocri Comprom!Hb. — Extracts from Mr. Botts's 
African Church Spectli in 1856. — The Slavery Question when the 
Constitution was framed — Slavery then prohibited in all the TerrihDiy 
of the United States — The Question of the Status of the newly-ac- 
quired Tenitorv of Louisiani. — Tho Compromise on the Admission 
of Missouri. — No Slave States to be mside out of Terriloiy north of 



j,Google 



3fl° W. — Monroe's Cabinet, including Calhoun, regai'tl the Compro- 
miae na a strictly eonatitutional Measare. — It is considered a Southern 
Triumph, Page 127-133, 

Eepbal op the 31st Rule. — Calhonn nt Work agtun stimiig up sec- 
tional Sttife. — The Eight of Petition in Congi'csa. — Mr. Eottg makoa a 
Stand in favor of it against a Southern Mnjority. — A Review of the 
agitating Qneations which grew out of the Repeal of the Missonri Com- 
promise. — The Annexation of Texas. — The Admiseion of Oregon. — 
The Inoonaistency of the Democracy illustrated, 133-138. 

The Compromisk of 1850.— The Action of Mr. Claj.— Mt. Botts has a 
Conversation with Senator !Foote. — Mr. Botts and Mr. Clay have a. 
Talk together. — A Secession Convention called at Nasiiville.— The 
Jaclson Eesolutions in the House of Ecpvesentativea. — The Names of 
those who voted against a Settlement of pending DifBculties. — The 
Conlest of 1852 reviewed. — Pierce's Administration. — Mr, Botts's 
Charges agsinst the Demoei'aej. — The Cincinnati Convention. — Mr. 
Botis endorses Mr. Seward, 188-147. 

The Kahsas-Nebhaska Bils,.— Donglas's Remarks in New Yorii-— A 
Repetition of historical Trutlis. — Mr. Botts on Slavery. — Ha declares 
himself no Slavery Propagandist,— He refuses to force Slavery upon 
the People any where. — He would not establish it in the Territories, 
117-163, 

The Missoubi Cokpeomisb agais. — Its Repeal the Origin of the Repub- 
lican Party. — Mr, Botts's Letter to the Natioxallntelligeacer. — The Con- 
sequences of the Repeal predicted. — Mr. Botts's Opposition, excites the 
Anger of the I>emDcraoy. — Govei'nor Wise "pitches in" to him. — Wise 
handled without Gloves by Mr. Botts.— Veiy interesting Extracts. — 
Wise's Plagiarism, 15He2. 

The PEBsiDESTiAt. QuKSTioss OP 1856. — Pierce and Douglas thrown 
aside for Buchanan. — Fremont nearly successful, — The Party Cry of 
" the Election of a Democrat necessary to save the Union" a good one. 
— The lUchmond Exananer again. — Preston Brooks makes a few Eo- 
marks, — Governor Wise proposes to take Washington, — Mr. Botts 
again wai'ns the People. — The last expiring Effort of Democracy, 
IGS-ICG. 

The Attempt to make Kansas a Slave State. — It is a Part of the 
Democratic Programme to exasperate the North, — The Agitators of 
both Sections anaignecl, — The Sotithern Demoevacy the guilty Parties. 
—The Iniquity of the Attempt, 166-170. 



..Google 



XXll OONTBOTS. 

Me. Botts's Speech in New Yohk in 1859. — The Lceomplon Sivindle. 
■ — The Proceedings of the Kansas Convention. — The Outrages attenipl- 
ed by the Southern Democi'scy.— Extract fi'ora the Eiclimond WMg on 
the Subject, Pago 170-177. 

The John Brown Kaid.^A Godsend for the Domoci'aoy. — The Excite- 
ment in Eichmond. — Wiao in his Giory. — The Cost of thia " plajing 
Soldier" to Virginia. — Preparations made for the Rebellion, 177-179. 

The NoMiNiTioNS fob Pbesident in 1360. — The Democratic "Pow- 
wow" at Charleston. — Breckinridge in command of the Secession De- 
mocracy. — Douglas at the Head of tlie "Moderate Democrats. "—Bell 
captains the Unionists. — Lincoln musters the Republican Army of 
" Wide-awakes."— He wins the Battle.— The Republican Platform.— 
Its conservative Character, 179-181, 

The Conbpikaoy detbloped, — The Treachery of Buchanan's leading 
Cabinet Ofilcera.— They rob the North to arm the South.— Virginia 
gives a Union VotQ in the Election of 1860, 181, 182. 

The Election of Likools, — His Election tlie Pretext for Rebellion. — 
Bonfires illuminate diarleston. — A Secession Convention calied in 
South Carolina. — Inauguration of Secession. — The firing upon the 
Star of tte West.^Tho Action of Governor Letcher in Virginia. — He 
Buccamba to the Democracy.^ — The illegiiimato Call for the Convention, 
183, 184. 

Tub " socallbd" Peace (1) Conobess. — The pretended Efforts of 
the Democracy to obtain a peaoefal Solution of the great Problem. — 
Proofs of tlieit Pretense. — The Resolntions of the Peace Congress, and 
the Cheat played olf upon the People in regard to them.— Tyler and 
Seddon play their "little Game," 184-189. 

The Crittehben Comtbomisb MEAsnRES.— Jeff Davis and Boh Toombs 
defeat their Passage. — No Compromise desired. — The Amendment to 
prohibit CongiesB from legislating on Slaveiy refused, 189, 190. 

The RtcHMOBTi Whig on Reconbtrhotion. — The Fault not in the Con- 
Btilntion. — The South objects to Yankees. — They want to be "let 
alone." — What Preston Brooks eaid, 190, 191. 

What Andrew Johnsom said. — His Speech at Nashville in 1863. — Six 
Southern Senators refuse to record their Voles in order to defeat the 
Crittenden Compromise. — Withdrawal of the Southern States while 
in control of both Houses of Congi'ess. — The North refuses to leg- 
islate against Slavery, though Secession had given them the Power, 
191-193, 



..Google 



xxiu 

The VmoiBii CoNVBimoN or 1861. — The Character of the Convention. 
— How Civil War in Yirgiaia might have been avoided .-r-Mr. Lincoln 
makes an Offer to John B. Baldwin, ono of the then Union Leaders of 
the Convention. — Mr. Lincoln offers to evacuate Tort Sumtor if the 
Convention will adjourn sjnc die without passing an Ordinance of Se- 
cession.— Baldwin declines the Offer, Page 194. 

Mr. Bottb n.i9 AM Interview wrrn Mr. Lincoln. — The President's 
Mossiigo to Cover P So h C ro na.— He does not want 

War.— Ho "will m k b fi P ace than any Man in 

the Country." — Mr B ta re u R d to consult with the 

Union Men of the C n nti — B dm kee Mr. Lincoln's Offer se- 
cret.— He accepts a m ar P n h C nfederate Senice three 
Days after the State des, 9 00 

The ViEGisiA " St e h C h e«t n — The Secession Conven- 
tion at Metropolitan Ha R hm nd — Its Ob ct to coerce the regular 
State CkiDvontion. — The G m b d p 1 and Eevoiution inau- 

gurated if the Ord n b os u w passed before April 30, 

201-203. 

The Rebellios ikauourated. — The Richmond Secessionists send a 
Delegate to Charleston to start the Ball of Rebellion. — Speech of 
Roger A, Fryor at Charleston. —The Attack on Fort Somter com- 
menced, — The Capture of Washington the next Thing on the Pro- 
gramme, 203, 2fli. 

Pebsidest Lincoln's Proclamation in 1861. — The Proclamation an 
nnfortunate Document — The Reason why it w^. — It was not proper- 
ly worded, and called for too few Men. — The Union Party of the South 
paralyzed by it. — Mr. Botts alona raises hia Voice agdnst Secession at 
this critical Time, 205-208. 

The Ohdisahcb or Secession passed ih Virqinia. — The Vote on ila 
Passage. — Rebdliou inaugurated in Virginia. — Post-office and Cus- 
tom-bonse seized in Richmond. — Attack on the Gosport Navy-yard 
and Harper's Ferrj Enildings, 308, 309. 

The illegal State Actioh op tee Virginia Cokvektion.— They adopt 
the Constitution of the Southeni Confederacy. — The State transferred 
to that Government — The Ratification of the Secession Ordinance. — 
The Vote a complete Farce.— The limited Powers of the Convention. 
—The Annexation of Virginia to the Southern Confederacy neither 
ratified by the People nor submitted to them for Approval, 209-211. 

The Ratificatioh of the Ohbinahcb op Secession. — Mr. BoMs refuses 



..Google 



SXiV CONTENTS. 

to ratify the Action of tlie ConTentJon. — Tlie Vote on the Question 
kept secret.— The Character of tlia Outrage committed, Page 211-3J3. 
Ma. BoTTs's Efform to fukvest Cini, War. — His Letter to Mi'. 
Bates. — His Propositions repadiated. — The Excitement against him in 
Eichroond, ^Article from the Richmond Whig,— An Editorial from 
the Eichniond Dispatch. — "Tories and Traitors," 213-216. 
Mb. Botts .rktihes rKOM the Contest in DESPAin. — He might hare 
had a high Position in the Confederacy. — He prefers a Prison in the 
Cause of the Union, 316, 217. 
"Honest John Bell" again. — John Bell's Selfishness. — He holds to 
the Union as long as he thinks it profitable. — The Defection of South- 
ern Unionists in general.— The Temptation of Offices under Jeff Davis 
too great to bo rosiBtcd, 217, 318. ' 
The South ko Cattse op Complaint, — The law-making Power of the 
United States Goveniment in the Hands of the South from 1801 to 
1861.— They control Congress for fifty Years.— What the Southern 
Democracy did in that Period. — Their last Act an Effort to destroy 
the United States Government in order to regain lost Power. — The 
Task of the Democracy finished, and their Mission ended, 318-223, 
The EiiSOLT op the Eebbllion.— The ftitile Effort of five Millions of 
People to overthrow twenty-two Millions. — Mr. Botts, in 1861, predicts 
the disastroas Failure of the Eebellion. — What Democracy has done. — 
They turn Southern Fields into Grave-yards, cover the Land wjih 
Monrning, fill the South with Widows and Oi*phnns, and impoverish 
the entire South. — All this done to perpetuate the Power of the Dem- 

CoKCJ.nsiON.— Reflections on the State of the Country.— Mr, Eofts de- 
elaies the Union to be "the God of my Idolatry on Earth."-— The Re- 
bellion the greatest Crime since the Crucifixion of the Savior, 324-326. 



CONTENTS OF THE APPENDIX. 

The qreat Stkikb fob higher Wages. — More of its History. — The 
Vallandigham Conspiracy. — The Knights of the Golden Circle.— Gen- 
eral Gantt's Testimony. — General MoClellan escapes the "Potter's 
Hands." — The Character of the "Strifce." — Mr. Botts is advised by a 
"Friend" to ta.ke up the Southern Cross. — Ha resists the Temptation, 
and goes in for "the old Plag or none,"— He is requested to explain 



..Google 



Ilis Views of tlie Question. — His Letter to tlie Alexandria GanetU in 
ISeO, Page 237-248, 

Mn. Barca's Nobiination eoh the StiiE Convention.— His Leftev of 
Acceptance. — He prophesies the Consequences of Secession. — He 
makes an Effort to prevent Civil War, 248-25T. 

The Bates Lettess. — Mr. Botts writes to Attcrney Genci'a! Bates. — He 
proposes to let tho Cotton States have constitutional Leave to with- 
draw. — He tliinks a short Time wonid satisfy them of the Folly of the 
Experiment. — Hia Object only to avoid Civil War, not to legalize Se- 
cession. — Editorial Comments of the Richmond Oispotei on his fii'st 
Letter. — Mr. Butes's Reply. — The suppressed Letters of this Corre- 
spondence.— The last Letters of Mr. BottB.~He fully explains his Po- 
sition.— Estraets from his Letter to tlie Troy Whig, 257-279. 

The PiBiicntAES of Ma. Botts's Aerebi. — He is lodged in a filthy 
negro Jail for eight WoelfS. — Mr. Botts the first Victim to Loyalty in 
Virginia. — TJie prison Treatment.— The Inaogmalion of tho Reign of 
Terror. — The odious Sonthern Conscription.- — Benjamin in Iho Bole 
of a "sneaking Thief," 279-281. 

Me. Botts's Lemee to G. W. Bandolph in I8G3. — He protests against 
the T^Tanny of his Enemies. — He demands Trial. — Plain Talk to the 
Confederate Secretary of War.— The Order for Mr. Botts's Removal to 
the Inierior.— The tyi'ant Winder writes to him, 381-290. 

Mn. Botts's official Pbotest, — His Reasons for protesting against hia 
Imprisonment. — His Release from Prison. — He expects " Litile Mac." 
— A Chapter on General M'CIellan. — The Ease wilb which he could 
have taken Bichmond in 1362. — The great Defeat of the Rebels at 
Malvern Hill.— M'CIellan retreats from a. fiying Foe, 291-294. 

Ma. Borra moves to Cdlpefpes, — He purchases a Farm ot 2200 Acres. 
— Jeb Stuart begins his Persecutions. — The Robberies of the Confed- 
erate Army. — How General Meado failed in cnptnring Lee'a Army.— 
A Ball-Rnn Panic among the Rebels after tho Battle of Kelly's Ford. 
—Outrageous Conduct of Stuart's Army, 294-297. 

Mr. Botts's Lutteb to tee Richmond Esxaidaer in 18G3. — A graphic 
Picture of the thrilling Times of 'G3. — His bold, defiant Language while 
in the Rebel Lines, 207-307. 

A CLEAR Recoed dbsieed. — Mr. Botts declines the United States Sen- 
atorship of Vii^inia. — He hopes to be the Means of reconciling tho 
North and South, 307-300. 

Me. Botts's Lincoln Letter. — His Oiiinion of Mr, Lincoln and his Ad- 
B 



..Google 



i Incident, — A Delegation of Ministers 
visit Ml-. Botts and bare t!ie Letter read to tbem, — His Views on tlie 
Email eiptition Proclamation. — What he thought of tbe Confiscation 
Act. — Mr.Botla says, "Lst the Nation live, anil let Slaveiy perish." — 
The Democracy of the South the Destrojers of SlaTetj ; ' ' Out cf Evil 
cometh Good." — He considera the Amneaty Act a Mistnke. — He eon- 
tenda that the States neyer left the Union, but that their Citizens did, 
Page 310-320. 
The GiLMea Lgitek. — John A. Gilmer, of North Carolina, wants Mr. 
Botts to go to Washington to "stop the War."— His Answer to thisEe- 
qnest. — A conquered Peace the only one to be had. —He refers lo what 
Mr. Stephens said in 18G0, 320-328. 
The Cohoebbsiohal Test-oath.— Mr. Eotts's Opinion solicited. — His 
Eeaponse to tbe Hequest. — Ho Doubt of the Eight of Congress to im- 
pose the Oath.— -None but a "religious Test-oath" prohibited by the 
Constitution. — Each House of Congress to be its own Judge of tbo 
Qualifications of its Members. — He tells Ihem in September, 1865, that 
the Oath will not be repealed by Congress. — Though he fed the Hnn- 
giy, and administered to the Sick and Wounded of the Rebel Army, as 
ha did to those of the National Forces, he can, nevertheless, take the 
Oath conscientiously. — Acting the Part of the good Samaritan is not 
giving Aid to or having Sympathy with the Eebellion. — Tlie second 
Letter on the Subject. — He clearly proves the constitutionality of the 
Oath, 328-330. 
Pbesidest Joiisson's Polict OB Eecoksiecctios.— Mr. Botla's Views 
on the Subject. — Ho thought Mr. Johnson intended to make "Treason 
odious," and not a Virtue. — His Labors to restore Harmony lo the dis- 
tracted South. — He Eoelis Pardons for his former Persecutors, and, like 
the Snakes they were, they stung the Hand that sated them, — Ho sees 
Pardons bought and sold in the White House. — He exposes the Cor- 
ruption to the President. — Loyal Unionists kept in the Background, 
while the worst Class of Rebels are allowed to take OfBce. — The grad- 
ual change of Rebels from humble Supplicants to tyrannical Task- 
masters. — They assume Superiority over Unionists, and their Assump- 
tion is tacitly acknowledged by the President, 889-SiI. 
Ma. BoxTs's Axioms. — Secession forbidden by tlie Constitution.— All 
Ordinances of the kinl null and void. — The Absm'dity of state Alle- 
giance being paramount. — No such thing as thirty-six diflerent AUe- 
gianees in the United States, and yet none to the Central Government. 



..Google 



CONTENTS. XXVU 

—Ho State has been out of the Union. — Men can go out, however, 
though they can not take a Stat* out. — The Rebel Goyerament a ds 
faclo GoTemment, and a!! its Citiiena who voluntarily swore Alle- 
giance to it Aliens. — The Functions of the Bebel Stales snspended. — 
These TTunclions onJj to be restored by the law-making Power of the 
United States, viz., by President, House, and Senate acting together. 
— Propei'Jy elected and truly loyal Rapresentatiyea entiUed to Seats in 
Congress, — To withliold the lUght of sncli to Seats wonJd be to place 
loyal and disloyal on a par. — Ho Presidential Pardons legal until Hie 
Pardoned have been tried. — The Policy ofEeoonstruction lobe recom- 
menced under diffovent Auspices ; the present Policy declared a Fiul- 
nre. — The unconstitutional Action of the Vii'ginia Legislature. — Loyal 
Men the only Paities legally entitled io legislate in a reconstrncied 
Stale, Page 341-311. 

The GABKErr LBrrEHS — The First Lettek.— Mr. Botts is reqnesled 
to "define his Position." — He does il, greatly to the Disgust of ye 
Trfulors. — He shows the Illegality of the Action of the State Legis- 
lature of Virginia. — He quotes Mr. Johnson's Keeord to show what his 
Policy ia, or should be, rather. — He analyzes the Seqael to the great 
Southern Strike for higher "Wages. — He quotes legal Authority as to 
the pardoning Power of the President, — What Attorney General Wirt, 
of Virginia, said in 1830.— What Eoger B, Taney said in 1831.— He 
clenches the Nail with Chief Justice Maxshall's Opinion on the Snbjeet. 
— Tired of being pei«ecuted by pardoned Eebels, he declares his Inten- 
tion to enter the Lists against the recoiisti'iioted Traitors alone, 344- 
369. 

Thh Second Letter.- Mr. Botls gives one of bis "gentle Eebukes" to 
Mr. Gurnett, — The "Eehuke" a scorching Epistle. — The Axioms il- 
Instrated.- Mr, Botts's "Eoland"for Mr.Gamett's " Oliver," 859-8G7. 

The Thieu Letiek. — Mr. Botts gives Evidence of the Disloyalty of the 
"Eeconatructed." — The Conspiracy to involve' the Hation in a foreign 
War. — The Pi'esoience of Mr. Eotts in 1841, '4i, '54, and 'Gl,— 
More Evidence of the Proscription of loya! People in the South. — Mr. 
Botts's Opinion on the Veto of the Bureau Bill, 367-376. 

Thb Fockth Lr.TTEE, — A Eesponse to Mr. Garnett's Letter.— Mr. Bolls 
corrects Garnett's Errors.— Explains the Test-oath to him, —The 
Senatorial Question. — The Axioms explained. — The President's Policy 
referred 1«. — Some pointed Questions. — Treason to be made odious, 



..Google 



XSVlli COMTENTS. 

Mn. BoTTs's Plan op EECOKSTRncrion. — His Letter to Congress. — Oli- 
jccWons to the Eeport ot tho Coagressionnl Keconatniction Committee. 
— No Relief for tho white Unioiiists of the South. — The Power to Toto 
dependoat upon the grado of Office held instead of the grade of OfFense 
committed. — Tho President can not approve the Bill.— -No Southern 
State will adopt it. — A new Oath suggested.— No one over twenty-five 
■who voluntarily took up Arms against the UniloiJ Stales Government 
to Iiold Office for ten Tears. — A romiseion of forfeiture of Life, Liberty, 
and Fi'operty the Contingent. — Boys and yonng Men, togetlier with 
those dragged in to Bebelllon, not to be held to a Bcsponsibility, Page 
384-388. 

Me. Likoohj and nis Power. — A Ti'ibute to the Marljred President. 
— Tlie gross Injustioo done Mr. Lincoln. — Tho Lies of the £>eniocratic 
Almanac. — The Republiciin I'latform of 18G0. — Its best Plank shown. 
— The false Statements of partisan Publications refuted. — Democratic 
Efforts to "fire the Southern Heart." — Mr. Lincoln's Speech in March, 
1861. — His Keply to a Committee of so-called Southcni Unionists. — 
Their false Ecport thereon. — Mr. Lincoln's Message in March, 1863.' — 
Important Memorandum of an Intarview between Mr. Lmcoln and 
several Representatives of the Border Stales in 1862. — Another Inter- 
view with Members of Congress in July, 1862. — He explains his Views 
on the Slavery Question. — Compensation for Slaves made free, and 
gradnd Emancipation offered to tim South. — The Premont Proclamn- 
tion revoked by Mr. Lincoln. — Hunter's ditto.— Mr. Lincoln's Letter 
to the Tiibime. — The Union to be saved at idl Hazards — with Slavery 
or without it. — Mr. Botts's Comments dn Mr. Lincoln's Policy. — The 
Tote on the Crittenden Proposition. — An apt Quotation fram Presi- 
dent Johnson when that eminent Tennessecaa regarded Treason as 
odious, and was ready to punish Traitors, 388-403. 



..Google 



THE GREAT KEBELLION, 



To Charles Palmer, J&q. : 

Howe, near EiclimonJ, October, 18GI. 

My dkak Sie, — By your letter of yesterday, I am lE- 
formed that tbc French consul haa applied to you for such 
mformatioa as you can faraish or obtain for him respecting 
the origin and progress of the doctrine of Seeessiou, togeth- 
er with whatever elso may he deemed important or inter- 
esting, as connected with the pui-posos and designs of the 
authors of this great Southern Rebellion ; and, as one more 
familiar with the suhject than yourself, you appeal to me 
for the information required, to which I answer. 

It has generally been ■ supposed that this doctrine of Se- 
cession had its oi-igiu with the famous "Hartford" Conven- 
tion that waa held in Hartford, Connecticut, in the year 
1814, during the last war with Great Britain ; but, with alt 
the lesearch Iha^e been able to mate, I have not succeed- 
ed in tiacmg this wild and pernicious assumption to that 
body That it embi-iced a lai-ge degree of disaffected and 
disloyal spmt to the govei-nment of the TTnited States, is 
undoubtedly true , that the authors ofits creation were sws- 
peUtd and chargtd with entertaining such a design, is also 
beyond question ; but it does cot appear, by its published 
proceedings, to have claimed such right, or to have resorted 
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GO THE GREAT REBELLION. 

to such a remedy for the evila of wbiyh they complained. 
They certdnly manifested a deep hostility to the ■war then 
existing, and a great want of respect for the Constitution, 
and of good feeling for the government; and to the former 
they proposed certain amendments, which received the sanc- 
tion of two only of those States that were represented in 
the Convention, to wit, Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

It is not at alt improbable, that in the outset, the mem- 
bers of that Convention did contemplate a resort to some 
such Quixotic scheme, and that they were driven from their 
pai-pose hy the universal condemnation of eveiy patriotic 
voice and pen that could bo raised or wielded in the land; 
for such was the odium and the infamy that attached to 
that body, from the bare suspicion of its disloyalty and trea- 
sonable design of originating separate action for the States, 
as sovereign powers independent of their obligations to the 
Constitution and their allegiance to the national govern- 
ment, that it was quite enough to damn the fame of any 
man in the nation, and to hold him up to public obloquy 
and contempt, if upon him could be fastened the stain of 
being a " Hartford Converitionist" either in fact or in sym- 
pathy of feeling ; and it is not leas remarkable than true, 
that no New England man, from that day to this, no 
ter what the extent of his capacity, integi'ity, or patriotism, 
has been able to achieve for himself a great national popu- 
larity and strength, because of the odium that stuck, like 
the shirt of Nessus, to those States for having been held to 
entei'tain such unpatriotic and unconstitutional sentiments, 
and for having permitted such a Convention to have been 
held within their limits; and every man at all familiar with 
the history of the country will recognize the trnth of the 
assertion, that for more than twenty years after that Con- 
vention was held, whenever the Southern Democracy de- 
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termiueiS to hunt an atlvorsary down by blackening his rep- 
utation, or destroying his claims to public confidence, he 
was assailed as being a '■^Hartford Oonvmtionist /" while 
in later years, when, in order to retain their power, they 
contemplated an ultimate resort to the same infamous and 
treasonable expedient of separation from the Union, they 
Lave singly, in pairs and itj pacts, hunted down and de- 
famed the character of every antagonist by substitnting the 
charge of being an Aholitiimiet in lieu of their famous cry 
oi^^Hdrtford Goiiventionist" 



I ODIOUS IN THE BOUTH PEIOK TO 1832. 

I will take it upon myself to say here, that at the time 
this charge of "secession" was made upon that Convention, 
there was not one man in any party in the Southern States 
that did not hold the doctrine in utter abomination, and 
did not openly proclMm it to be treason against the govern- 
ment; and if there were any who thought differently, they 
did not dare to give pablic utterance to the sentiment. Mr. 
Jefferson, Mr, Madison, and Judge Spencer Boane, were all 
open and loud in tbeir denunciation of the " treason^' on the 
part of those who n'ere supposed to claim such right ; while 
now we find, that what was imperishable dishonor and in- 
famy at that day, is regarded ^the highest test of patriot- 
ism at this; and it is almost as much as a man's life is 
worth to be found in opposition to this odious doctrine 
and to its practical application. At that time there was 
another gentleman who exerted a gi-eat influence over the 
minds of the Democracy of the state, who is now no more 
— I mean Thomas Ritchie, of the Richmond Enquirer. . The 
JEnquirer of that day — then under the control of the party 
headed by Mr. Jefferson, and with the whole body of the 
ablest men of the Democracy in the Union as its contrib- 
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utors and advisGvs, and when no step was taken by that pa- 
per that was not approved by the " Junto^' — said, 

" No man, no association of men, no state or set of states, 
has a right to withdraw Itself from the TTnion of its own 
accord. The same power which knit us together can alone 
unknit. The same formality which foi'med the links of the 
Union is necessary to dissolve it. The majority of states 
which formed the Union must consent to the withdrawal of 
any one branch of it. Until that consent has been obtained, 
any attempt to dissolve the Union or obstruct the efficacy 
of its constitutional laws is treason — treason, to all in- 
tents AND PUltl'OSES." 



THE AUTIIOE OE SECESSION. 

No, sir 1 The unfadiug honor, and the crowning glory of 
originating a measure for the practical destruction of this 
government, and for the annihilation of the liberties of man- 
kind, were reserved for a disappointed aspirant for the 
Presidency, who, Luoifer-liko, preferred to " reign in heU 
rather than serve in heaven." The name of Erostratiis has 
been handed down to posterity for ceotnries past as the de- 
stroyer of tho Ephesian Temple; in like manner will the 
name of John C.Calhoun he handed down, for ages to come, 
as the destroyer of the last great temple of liberty left 
standing on the globe, provided this rebellion should prove 



Mr. Calhoun, who was a most plausible and ambitious, but 
extremely metaphysical yet popular politician in his own 
state, disappointed in his reckless cravings for the Presi- 
dency, first conceived, in the year 1832, the. idea of estab- 
lishing a separate independence for South Carolina, over 
which state he hold omnipotent sway, and in tho control 
of which none could compete with him for supremacy. 
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While ho proposed this separate action for that state, it 
was not without hope that other Southern States would 
come to its aid in the event of an attempt on the part of 
the general government to enforce obedienee to its laws in 
the revolted state. The pretext then Bet np for this abani'd 
claim waa, the oppression under which it was pretended 
they were suffering through the practical operation of the 
protective system, of which Mr. Calhoun himself had been 
an earnest advocate and efficient champion at an earlier pe- 
riod of his life. 

SECESSION IN 1833. 

At that day South Carolina had few sympathizers any 
where, and a very small number only in the South who pro- 
fessed to believe in the right of a state to secede from the 
Union. But to such an extent had this fever raged in that 
unfortunate and discontented state, where Mr. Calhoun was 
idolized, that they proceeded to call a Convention, and act- 
ually passed an ordicanco declaring their connection with 
the government of the United States dissolved, unless the 
tariff was adjusted to suit their views. General Jackson 
was then President of the United States, and also a native 
ofSoidh Carolina; and whatever may be said in disparage- 
ment of this old chief, it can not be denied that he pos- 
sessed many very strong and estimable traits of character, 
among the most prominent of which were a stern, unflinch- 
ing devotion to the Union, a resolute purpose to prosecute 
vigorously whatever he undertook, and an iron will that 
was not to be controlled when his mind was once made up. 



GENERAL JACKSON S 

Upon the passage of this Ordinance of Secession, General 
Jackson issued his celebrated proclamation, calling upon the 
B2 
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people to retrace theiv steps, to repudiate ibo action of tbeir 
leading men, and return to their allegiance to the govern- 
ment established by their fathers. One passage from this 
proclamation is here inserted, and ia worthy of being 
stamped indelibly upon the miad and heart of every true 
friend of his country. General Jackson said, 

" No act of violent opposition to the laws has yet been 
committed, but such a state of things is hourly apprehend- 
ed ; and it ia the intent of this instrument to proclaim not 
only that the duty imposed upon me by the Constitution to 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed, shall be per- 
formed to the extent of the powers already vested in me by 
law, or of such other as the wisdom of Congress shall de- 
sire and intrust to mo for that purpose, but to warn the cit- 
izens of South Carolina, who have been deluded into an op- 
position to the laws, of the danger they will incur by obe- 
dience to the illegal and disorganizing ordinance of tha 

Convention The laws of the United States must bo 

executed. I Lave no discretionary power on the subject. 
My duty is emphatically pronounced in the Constitution. 
Those who told you that you might peaceably prevent their 
execution deceived you. They could not have been de^ 
ceived themselves ; they know that a forcible opposition 
could alone prevent the execution of the laws, and they 
know that such opposition must he repelled. Their object 
is disunion. But be not deceived by names. Disunion by 
armed force is treason. Are you ready to incur its guilt ? 
If you are, oa the heads of the instigators of the act be 
the dreadful consequences ; on their heads be the dishonor, 
but on yours may fall the punishment. On your unhappy 
state will inevitably fall all the evils of the conflict you force 
upon the government of year country. It can not accede 
to the mad project of disunion, of which you would bo the 
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firet victims. Its first magistrate can not, if lie would, avoid 
tbo performance of his duty. Thie consequence must be 
fearful for yon, distressing to your fellow-citizens here, and 
to the friends of good government tbroughout the world. 
.... Snatch from the archives of your state the disorgan- 
izing edict of its Convention ; hid the members to reassem- 
ble and promulgate the decided expressions of your will to 
remain in the faith which alone caa conduct you to safety, 
prosperity, and honor. Tell them that, compared to disun- 
ion, all other evils are light, because that brings with it an 
accnmulation of ills. Declare that yon will never take the 
field unless the star-spangled banner of your country shall 
float over you ; that you will not be stigmatized when dead, 
and dishonored and scoraed while you ]ive, as the authors 
of the first attack on the Constitution of your country. Its 
destroyers you can not be. You may disturb its peace; 
you may interrupt the courae of its prosperity ; you may 
cloud its reputation for stability, but its tranquillity will be 
restored, its prosperity will return, and the stiun upon its 
national eharactor will be transfeiTed, and remain an eter- 
nal blot on the memory of those who caused the disorder." 
This was the language held by this son of South Caro- 
lina when his own state was in a condition of revolt against 
the Union. By the masses of unselfish, honest, patriotic 
people every where, this proclamation was received with 
enthusiastic shonts of admiration, while by the 8e^sh,prqf- 
ligate, and corrupt politicians, it was received with nmi-- 
murs of discontent ; yet none ventured or dared to stigma- 
tize Jackson as a traitor. The harshest term any Demo- 
cratic orator or writer applied to him was that ho was an 
"old Federalist." Yet Jackson, twelve years after, went 
down to his grave the idol of hia party. Now contrast all 
this with the disgusting and naiisoatiug denunciations we 
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daily read of General Scott for not binding himself to tho 
treasonable designs of the reckless and profligate politicians 
of this his native state. 

PASSAGE OF THE FOKCE EILL BY CONGKESS. 

General Jackson at the same time appealed to Congress 
to confer upon him additional powers to crush this rebellious 
movement on the part of South Carolina; ivhei'eupon Con- 
gress, without hesitation or delay, passed what has been 
known as the "Force Bill," by which his power over the 
whole land and naval forces of the United States was great- 
ly enlarged ; and this bill was passed by snch overwhelm- 
ing majorities in both branches of Congress, as to furnish, 
in the most unmistakable manner, the conclusive fact that 
the public sentiment was every where in vehement opposi- 
tion to the ridiculotis pretension that the Union, as foi-med 
by our fathers, was constrnoted on the principle of a honih- 
sheU (as ia this Southern Confederacy), containing the el- 
ements of its own destraction in its midst, which would 
sooner or later explode and leave a wreck behind, by rec- 
ognizing tho right of any one or more states, in a iit of pas- 
sion, excitement, interest, or caprice, to retire from the obli- 
gations they had voluntarily entered into, one with the oth- 
er, and each with all the rest, for their common welfare and 
general security ; but that it was, as it was intended to be, 
and was declared in express terms by the old Articles of 
Confederation to be, a perman&il and " perpetual Union." 
The good sense of the country at that day laughed to scorn 
the preposterous idea that when the framers of the Constitu- 
tion declared that the object of that instrument was to form 
"a moreperfect Union" than that which was ab-eady declared 
to be '^perpetual" they were actually engaged in a work 
the object of which was to pull down and destroy the fraits 
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of their own labor, instead of fortifying and strengthen- 
ing what was then nnivereally cherished as an imperisha- 
ble monument of greatness, achieved by the ■\viadom and 
patriotism, the toil and suffering of our nevev-to-bc-forgotten 
Revolutionary sire a, 

AN AEGITMEST AGAINST DISUNION. 

And, in this connection, yon will excuse mo for giving a 
shoit extract from my own speech delivered in Lynchburg 
in the campaign of 1860. I then said, If all other authori- 
ty should prove inconclusive, " I stilt appeal to the Constitu- 
tion of my country to show that there is no such right as 
the right of secession. This Constitution declares that 

"'Thia Constitution, and the laws of the United States 
which shall be made in pursuance thereof, shall be the su- 
preme law of the land, and the judges in every state shall 
be bound thereby, any thing in the Constitiftion or laws of 
any state to the contrary notwUItstamling.^ 

"Who adopted this Constitution of the United States? 
We, the people of Virginia, through our representatives in 
Convention, are just as much parties to the Constitution of 
the United States as to our own State Constitution. But 
let us go back a little. Let us go back to the Articles of 
Confederation under which we lived before the Constitu- 
tion was adopted, and see what we did there. 

"My purpose is to show you that this is a perpetual 
JTniotii which there is no power to destroy. Under the old 
Articles of Confederation it is provided 'that no two states 
shall enter into any alliance whatever between them with- 
out the consent of Congress, specifying accurately the pui'- 
pose for which the same is to be entered into, and how 
long it shall continue.' Again, Article I3tli : 

" ' Every state shall abide by the determination of the 
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TJnited States, in Congress assembled, on all questions which 
by this Confederation are submitted to tliem : and the Ar- 
ticles of this Confederation ehaU le inmolahhj observed by 
every state, AND TIIE UNION SHALL BE PERPET- 
UAL.' 

"And the concluding Article reads : 

" ' And we do farther solemnly plight and engage the 
faith of our respective constituents, that they shall abide by 
tiie deterinination of the United ■ States, in Congress assem- 
bled, on al! questions which liy the said Confederation are 
submitted to them. And that the Ailicles thereof shall be 
inviolably observed by the states wo respectively represent, 
and that the UNION SHALL BE PERPETUAL.' 

"There was the compact between the states — there was 
the niauviago ceremony solemnly perfonned in the face of 
the world, by which we bound ourselves together for better 
or for worse, for richer, 'for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
in prosperity and in adversity, through good and evil re- 
port, till death do us pai-t. And under this Constitution of 
tho United States it is declared that 'we the people of the 
United States, in order to form a moke peepect Union, es- 
tablish justice, INSUEB DOMESTIC TEANQUIIXITY, eto., etc, 
etc., do oi-ddn and establish this Constitution for tho United 
States of America.' 

'"To mate this a more perfect Union.' And in what 
respect did they make it more perfect ? They provided for 
its perpetuity by giving to the government the power to 
enforce its laws and protect its own existence. 

" Yes, but gentlemen say it is a reserved nyht ! Jfoio 
was it reserved? Wien was it reserved? Where was it 
reserved ? It is a reseiTed right in their own imaginations, 
and theirs only. What a calumny and libel upon the name 
and fame of tho gi'eat and good men who made the Consti- 
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tiition to say, that when they declared that the Constitution 
of the United States, and all laws made under it, should be 
the supreme law of the land, and that the judges of the 
courts in the several states should be bound thereby ; -when 
they prohibited you fi^om tbe right, even iii your organic 
law, in the adoption of your state Constitution, to say or do 
any thing that would, to any extent, conflict with any law 
made under it, that they reserved the right to permit the 
destruction of the Constitution and aU law at any moment 
it suited their pleasure to do so ! Why, when did that right 
begin ? Here I have shown you it was a perpetual con- 
tract, that it was never intended to be dissolved ; and yet, 
after they had done their work, one state, on the very next 
day, had the right to withdraw aud break up the whole! 
with or without cause — they being made judges of the 
canse." 

The tenth Article of the Amendment to the Constitution 
reads, "The powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are re- 
sei'ved to the states respectively, or to the people," It is 
under this reservation that the secession leaders claim the 
constitutional right to break up the government at their 
pleasure; and it will be perceived that the article contwna 
two provisions ; one relating to the prohibitions to the 
states, and the. other, reservations to the states. It is well, 
then, to inquire, what are the powers reserved, and what 
prohibited ? The power reserved is to legislate ou all le- 
gitimate subjects of state legislation with which there caii 
be no interference ; such, for example, as our own domes- 
tic institutions — slavery, for one ; the solemnization of 
marriages; the laws of descent; the regulation of suffrage; 
the duties aud powers to be assigned to the executive, leg- 
islative, and judicial departments of the government, and all 
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municipal or slate affairs ; these powers are reserved to 
the states respectively, and there can he no legitimate icter- 
forcDce hy Congress, or by any other state or power what- 
ever, provided they in no manner conflict with that clause 
in the Constitution of the United States quoted ahove de- 
claring " this Constitution, and aO laws made in pursuance 
thereof, shall be the supreme law of the land." 

Having ascertained what are the powers reserved, lot ns 
next see what it is thit is prohibited to the states. First, 
then, every state is prohibited from pi-ising any constitu- 
tional, legal, or conventional enactment thit shall in any de- 
gree conflict with the Constitntion or Iiws of the United 
States, It is furthermore prohibited, in Cipiess terms, that 
any state " shall entei into any ti oaty, alhance, or confeder- 
ation ; grant letters of marque and reprisal ; coin money ; 
emit hills of credit ; make any thing but gold and silver coin 
a legal tender in payment of debts ; pass any bill of attain- 
der, fxpost facto law, or law impairing the obligation of 
contracts, or grant any title of nobility ; lay any impost or 
duties on imports or exports, except such as maj be neces- 
saiy for executing its inspection laws, and they shall he for 
thewseo/tAe TVeaeuiy of t?ie United States ; and wo staie 

shall, WITHOUT THE COUBENT OP CojSGEESS, KEEP TKOOPS or 

SHIPS OP WAR in time of peace, ENTER INTO ANY 
AGREEMENT OR COMPACT WITH ANOTHER 
STATE, or WITPI A FOREIGN POWER, or engage in 
war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as 
will not admit of delay. 

Such, then, are the reservations and prohibitions con- 
tained in the Constitution, tmder which it is claimed that 
the power was reserved to each state to annihilate the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and all law made under it; 
to cuter into treaties, alliances, and confederation ; gi-ant 
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lettors of marque and reprisal ; and enter into agroementa 
and compaota with otber states ; engage in war with the 
United States, imT smish all things np generally, and the 
government of tlio United States in particular; such are 
the nonsensic^l and absurd pretensions of the disciples and 
followers of theii gicat, impracticable, selfish, ambitious, 
and miscTtievovs leadei, John C. Calhoun. 

I am aivaio that .1 good many honest, well-meaning per- 
sona havo been cheated into the belief that in this state the 
right to ttithiliaw fiom the Union at pleasure was express- 
ly reserved at the time of the adoption of the Constitution; 
than which nothing could be more fallacious or unfounded. 

Upon this point it can only bo necessary to quote the 
letter of Mr, Madison to Mr. Hamilton in 178?. The State 
of New Tork had proposed to adopt the Constitution, and 
thereby become a member of the Union, but upon the con- 
ditions of certain amendments to the Constitution ; and Mr. 
Hamilton addressed a letter to Mr. Madison, asking his 
opinion whether Kew York could come in on the conditions 
stipulated, to which Mr. Madison replied, 

"My opinion is, that a reservation of a right to with- 
draw, if amendnicnts be not decided on under the form of 
the Constitution within a certain time, is a conditional rati- 
fication ; that it does not make New York a member of the 
new Union, and, consequently, that she could not be received 
on that plan. Compacts must be reciprocal; this principle 
would not in such a case be preserved. The Constitution 
requires an adoption in toto, and poeevke. It has been 
so adopted by the other stales. An adoption for a limited 
time would be as defective as an adoption of some of the 
articles only. The idea of reserving a right to withdraw 
was started at Richmond, and considered as a conditional 
ratification, which was itself abandoned as worse than a i-e- 
jeetion." 
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In a lottoi- written to Mr. Webster in 1833, Mi-, Madison 
says, 

"I return yon my thanks for your late very powerful 
speech in the Senate of the United States. It crushes nulli- 
fication, anU must hasten an ahandojunent of secession." 
Speaking in the same letter of the Constitrrtion, he" says, 
"It malses the government, hke other goveniments, to 
operate directly on the people, places at its command the 
needful physical means of executing its powers, and, finally, 
proclaims its supremacy, and that of the laws made in pur- 
suance of it, over the Constitutions and laws of the states ; 
the powers of the government being exercised, as in other 
elective and responsible governraents, under the control of 
its constituents, the people, and the Legislatures of the states, 
and subject to the kevolutiokakt rights of the people 8?^ 
extreme cases." 

By reference to the proceedings of the Virginia Conven- 
tion of 1787, it will he seen from what this dangerous, and 
most unfounded pretense has been derived. A preamble 
was then and there adopted, containing the following lan- 
guage T 

"We, the delegates of the people of Virginia, elect- 
ed do, in the name and on the behalf of the people 

of Virginia, declare and make known that the powers grant- 
ed under the Constitution, being derived jr^cwi the people 
of the United States, may be resumed by thetr^^ (the people 
of the United States) " whenever the same shall be pervert- 
ed to their injury or oppression; and that every power not 
granted thereby remains with them, and at their will," etc. 
This, it will be perceived, is a mere declaration of a phil- 
osophical opinion expressed in a preamble, and which, 
whether true or false, can not modify or change the effect 
of the resolution following it. In this case,howevGr,it hap- 
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pens to be a truism founded upon a universally recognized 
principle, to wit, that the powers of the government are de- 
rived from the people of the United States, and may be re- 
sumed by them — the people of the Vnited States — whenever 
these powers are perverted to the injuiy or oppression of 
the people of the United States. 

When it can ho shown that the people of South Carolina, 
or Virginia, or even of all the Southern States combined, 
constitute the people of the United States, it will be time 
enough to waste time and breath, or ink and paper, for the 
discussion of this proposition. 

But when you arrive at the resolution adopting the Con- 
stitution, it will be found absolute and unconditional, and 
containing no reservation whatever. The resolution is as 
follows : 

" We, the said delegates, in the name and in behalf of 
the people of Virginia, do, by these presents, assent to and 
ratify the Constitution recommended on the 17th day of 
September, 1 1S1, by the Federal Convention for the govern- 
ment of the United States, hereby announcing to all those 
whom it may concern that the said Constitution is binding 
upon the said people, according to an authentic copy hereto 
annexed." 

In like manner, we bear a great deal said about the 
" sovereignty" of the states. Now what is the sovereignty 
of the states? That the states are aw^eme, and — if you 
choose to misapply the term — are " sovereign," in the exer- 
cise of all their legitimate powers, is true ; but no more so 
than is a county court, or a gi-and or petit jury, with whose 
functions no other power can interfere. What are the 
functions and powers of sovereignty? I presume it will 
not be denied that the power to declare war ; make peace ; 
i impose duties, imposts, and excises; 
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prepare for tlie common defense ; to coin money and regu- 
late itB yalue; to establish post-offices and post-roads; to 
grant lettei^B of marque and reprisal ; to provide and main- 
tain a navy; to make treaties; enter into alliances, eto., 
etc., are all sovereign powers, each one of which can be ex- 
ercised by the government of the United States ; and not 
one of which can be exercised by any state in the Union, 
and there never has been a moment of time when they 
covicl 

What an anomaly it would be to see thirty-six sovereign- 
ties, not one of which could have a civil officer in its service, 
from a constable wp to the governor, without his taking an 
oath to support the Constitution of another government 
which was not sovereign ; and that which is Bot sovereign 
having the service of all its officers, domestic as well as for- 
eign, in every state, not one of whom was reqiured to swear 
to support one of the sovereignties ! 

It is an entire misapplication of the term to apply "soa- 
ereignPy" to a state. There is no state in the Union that 
ever could exercise a sovereign power, unless Texas (though 
never a government cfe /«re) might constitute an excep- 
tion. It wUl not be questioned that what are now the 
States were originally the colonies of Great JirUain^ and 
it will not he claimed that lehile colonies they set up any 
pretensions to sovereignty. In 17V6 the then thirteen colo- 
nies entered into a Declaration of Independence and com- 
mon compact, under the designation of the "United States" 
and declared themselves free, and, as a united body, claim- 
ing the right of4he whole united, not of each one, to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, 
and do all other acts and things which independent states 
may of right do ; but it never was pretended that any one 
of these states could of itself exercise any one of these pow- 
ers of sovereignty. 
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In 1778, these colonics, whilo engaged in 
struggle for independence, and five years before their inde- 
pendence, or claim to the character of states, was established, 
entered into ^^ Articles of Confederation and peepetual 
Union" under the '^stpk" of the United States, and from 
these " Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union" 
they went into their present form of government, which 
was adopted, to make that wliich was already declared to 
be "perpetuaZ" a " more perfect Union." 

The argument used, that the mother country, by the 
treaty of peace in 1783, which recognized each state of the 
XTnited States l>y name, thereby established their sover- 
eignty and separate existence, is of no more weight than it 
would be to claim the same sovereignty for each of the 
counties of what now constitutes West Virginia, because 
the act creating the state mentioned by name the counties 
which composed tho state. 

When, where, and how, then, did any state forming the 
Union now or originally ever exercise, or claim the right 
to exercise, a sovereign power ? Mr. Calhoun himself, the 
great leader of this states-sovereignty party, which claims 
every thing to suit itself, utterly repudiated the idea that 
there could be sovereignty in the government, and broadly 
asserted that all sovereignty was in ih^peoph of the states, 
united in their federal Union, and not apai-tiele in the gov- 
ernment. In 1833 he said, "No one will pretend that sov- 
ereignty is in the govemmmi. To make that assertion 
would be to go bact to the Asiatic idea of government. It 
is scarcely Eivropmn, as tho most intelligent writers of the 
globe have long since traced sovereignty to a higher source. 
No, the sovereignty is not in the government, it is in the 
people. Any other conception is utterly abhorrent to the 
ideas of every American. There is not a particle of sover- 
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eigtity in the government. The sovereignty, then, ia in the 
people of the severed states, united in thdr federal Union. 
It ia not only in them, but. in them unimpaired, iVbf apar- 
ticle resides in the government." 

Without assenting to this doctrine of Mr. Calhonn'a, it 
utterly annihilates, as far as his authority goes, all idea of 
sovereignty in the state government, for he embraces all 
governments— fechral, state, lEhriypean, and Asiatic. 

Much, too, has been said about the " coereion of a state." 
No such thing is known to the tbeoiy of our government as 
the " coercion" of a state. Under the Constitution, the 
government does not operate on states but upon the peo- 
ple. Under the old Articles of Confederation, tho gov- 
ernment operated upon states, and derived their revenue 
from the states, which was found not to answer a good pur- 
])ose ; and one of tJie distinctive features of the present 
form of government from the Confederation is that it oper- 
ates on each individual citizen, and requires each and every 
citizen to obey the law ; and if they resist, the law is en- 
forced, or they are " coerced" to obedience by the magis- 
terial power of the government ; and if they resist by force 
of arms, or by combinations too powerfid to be controlled 
by the magisterial or judicial powers, such resistance he- 
comes treason, and must be suppressed by the military 
powers of the country. It would. bo about as diiScult to 
" coerce" a state as it would be to try and ha7ig a state for 
treason j while it is quite within the powers of tlie gov- 
ernment to compel any citizen to obey the laws, as it would 
be first to try and then to hang him for the treason, in tak- 
ing up arms to resist the authority and overthrow the gov- 
ernment of the United States. 
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AN IMPORTANT NOTE. 

July 1, 186i. I lave just rea3 in the Tllcbmond Sentind 
of the 18th of June the "manifesto" of the Confederate 
Congress, which that paper announces to be from the pen 
of the lion. William C. Rives, and that, by joint resolution, 
is to be sent to " oar commissioners abroad, to the end that 
the same may be laid before foreign governments." 

This extraordinary document, coming from so distin- 
guished a source, I think should bo given entire, and there- 
fore it is inserted here without mutilation or curtailment. 

How far its assertions in reference to the origin of the 
war can be sustained by nndeniable historical facts, each 
one can determine for himself; my impression is, that they 
are about as well founded as the predictions made as to the 
final result which will ere long be made manifest to all the 
world. Here is the manifesto. 

"Manifesto of the Congress of the Confederate States of 
America relative to the existiiig war with the United 
States. 

"The Congress of the Confederate States of America, ac- 
knowledging their responsibility to the opinion of the civil- 
ized world, to the great law of Christian philanthropy, and 
to the Supreme Ruler of the universe, for the part they have 
been compelled to bear in the sad spectacle of war and 
carnage which this continent has, for the last three years, 
exhibited to the eyes of afflicted humanity, deems the pres- 
ent a fitting occasion to declare the principles, the senti- 
ments, and the purposes by which they have been and are 
still actuated. 

" They have ever deeply deplored the necessity which con- 
strained thera to take up arms in defense of their rights and 
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of the free institnliona derived from ihtii- anccbtova ; and 
tbere is notbiag they more ardently desiro than peace, 
wheQ8oe\ er their enemy, by ceasing from tLo unballowed 
war waged upon them, shall permit them to enjoy in peace 
the sheltering protection of those hereditary rights and of 
those cherished institutions. The eeiies of succes&ea with 
which it has pleased Almighty God, in 60 signal a maimer, 
to bless onr arms on almost every point of our invaded 
borders since the opening of the present campaign, enable? 
us to profes? this de&ire of peaco in the interests of civilizar 
tion and hnmanity, without danger of having our motives 
mibinteipieted, or of the declaration being ascribed to any 
unmanly sentiment, or any distrust of our ability fully to 
maintiin our cause. The repeated and disastrous checks, 
foreshadoTvmg ultimate discomfiture, which their gigantic 
army, drreoted gainst the capital of the Confederacy, has 
already met with, are but a continuation of the same Provi- 
dential successes for us. We do not refer to these success- 
es in any spirit of vain boasting, but in bumble actnowledg- 
mcnt of that Almighty protection which has vouchsafed and 
granted them. 

" The world must now see that eiff/it millions of people. 
Inhabiting so extensive a territory, with such varied re- 
sources and such numerous facilities for defense as the be- 
nignant bounty of Nature has bestowed upon us, and ani- 
mated with one spirit to encounter every privation and eac- 
rjflce of ease, of health, of property, of life itself, rather 
than be degraded from the condition of free and independ- 
ent states into which they were born, can never be conquer- 
ed. Will not our adversaries themselves begin to feel that 
humanity has bled long enough ; that tears, and blood, and 
treasure enough have been expended in a bootless under- 
taking, covering theii' own land, no less than ours, with a 
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pall of mourning, and exposing tliom far more tban our- 
selves to the catastropbe of finaacial exhaustion and bank- 
ruptcy, BOt to speak of the loss of their liberties by the des- 
potism eugendered in an aggressive waifare upon the liber- 
ties of another and kindred people? Will they be willing, 
by a longer pei-severance in a wanton and hopeless contest, 
to make this continent, which they so loug boasted to be 
the chosen abode of liberty and self government, of peace 
and a higher civilization, the theatre of the most causeless 
and prodigal effusion of blood ivhich tlio world has ever 
Been, of a virtual relapse into the barbarism of the ruder 
ages, and of the destruction of constitutional freedom by 
the lawlessness of usurped power? 

"These are questions which our advorsarics will decide 
for themselves. We desire to stand acquitted before the 
tribunal of the world, as well as in tbe eyes of omniscient 
justice, of any responsibility for the origin or prolongation 
of a war as contrary to the spirit of the age as to the tradi- 
tions and acknowledged maxims of tbe political system of 
America. 

" On this continent, whatever opinions may have pre- 
vailed elsewhere, it has ever been held and acknowledged 
by all parties that government, to be lawful, must be found- 
ed on the consent of the governed. We were forced to dts- 
solve our federal comieotion toith oiir former msooiales by 
their aggressions on the fundamental principles of our com- 
pact of union with them ; and in doing eo, we exei-cised a 
right eonseerated in the great charter of American Ubei-ty 
— the light of a free people, when a government proves de- 
structive of the ends for which it was estabhshed, to recur 
to original principles, aud to institute new gnards for their 
security. The separate independence of the states, as sovei-- 
eign and co-eqnal members of the federal Union, had never 
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J)ee7i stm-ehdered ; and the pretension of ap^yinff to inde- 
pend&nt eominunities so aonstiiiited and organized the or- 
dinary rides for coercing and reducing rebellious subjects to 
obedience, was a solecism in terms as weU as an outrage on 
the principles of public law. 

" The war made upon the Confederate States was, there- 
fore, wholly one of aggression. On our side it has been 
striotly defensive. Bora freemen, and the descendants of 
a gallant ancestry, wo had no option but to stand up in de- 
fense of our invaded firesides, of our desecrated altare, of 
our Tiolated liberties and birthright, and of the prescriptive 
institutions which guard and protect them. We have not 
intei-fered, nor do we wisb, in any manner whatever, to in- 
terfere with t!io internal peace and prosperity of the states 
arrayed in hostility against us, or with the freest develop- 
ment of tbeir destinies in any form of action or line of pol- 
icy they may think proper to adopt for themselves. All we 
asb is a like immunity for ourselves, and to bo left in the 
undisturbed enjoyment of those inalienable rigbts of ' life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness' which onr common 
ancestors declared to be the equal heritage of all the parties 
to the social compact. 

" Let them forbear aggressions upon us, and the war is at 
an end. If there be questions which require adjustment by 
negotiation, we have ever been willing, and are still willing 
to enter into communication with our adversaries in a spirit 
of peace, of equity, and manly frankness. Strong in the 
persuasion of the justice of our cause, in the gallant devo- 
tion of our citiKcn soldiers, and of the whole body of our 
people, and, above all, in the gracious protection of Heav- 
en, we are not afraid to avow a sincere desire for peace on 
terms consistent with our honor and the permanent secnrity 
of our rights, and an earnest aspiration to see the world 
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once more restored to tlie beneficent pursuits of industry 
and of mutual intercourse and exebanges, so essential to its 
ivell-being, and which have been so gravely interrupted by 
the existence of this imnatural war in America. 

" But, if our adversaries, or those whom they have placed 
in authority, deaf to the voice of reason and justice, steeled 
igainst the dit-tates of both prudence and humanity by a 
picsuroptuouB and delusive confidence in their own num- 
bers 01 those ot then blick ind foreign meiceuaries, shall 
deteimino upon in indLfinito piolongation of the contest, 
upon them ho tho lesponsibiUty of a d<-ci6ion so ruinous to 
themselves, ind so injunous to the inteiests ind repose of 
m-mkind 

'Toi ouiselves we h■l^ollo feai ofthe result. The wUd- 
est pictuie ever drawn of a disoidered imagination comes 
short of the extravagance which could dream of the con- 
quest of eight millions of people resolved with one mind ' to 
die freemen rather than live slaves,' a»d forewarned by the 
savage and exterminating spirit in which this war has been 
waged upon them, and by the mad avowals of its patrons 
and supporters of the worse than Egyptian bondage that 
awaits them in the event of their subjugation. 

" With these declarations of our dispositions, our princi- 
ples, and our purposes, we commit onr cause to the enlight- 
ened judgment of the world, to the sober reflection of our 
adversai'ies themselves, and to the solemn and righteous ar- 
bitrament of Heaven." 

If this most extraordinary document had emanated from 
any other source in either branch of tho Confederate Con- 
gress, it would not have attracted my attention, nor would 
any other notice have been taken of it than of a thousand 
gasconading, braggadocio speeches delivered in that body, 
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or thrown off to the world in the form of editorials or com- 
municatioDS through the public pspss. But, coming from so 
distinguished a statesnaan ss Mr.Eives, whose name is asso- 
ciated with the history of this country not only as a senator 
of the United States but as a foreign representative to one 
of the first courts of Europe, it is entitled to something 
more than a passing notice- 
It is with the fifth paragraph of this " manifesto," begin- 
ning with the worda " On this continent, whatever opinions 
may have prevailed elsewhere" etc., etc, that I propose to 

If it be true that the right of secession, as exercised by 
Virginia and other Southern States, was "« right conse- 
crated in the great charter of American Uierti/," and if it 
be true that the separate independence of the states, as sov- 
ereign and coeqnal members of the federal Union, had never 
been sniTendered, and the pretension of applying to inde- 
pendent communities so constituted and organized the or- 
dinary lilies for coercing and reducing rebellious subjects 
to obedience, was a solecism in terms as well as an outrage 
on the principles of public law," I say, if there is truth in 
these declarations, then I can not stand acquitted to myself 
or before any enlightened comniunity for the position I oc- 
cupy, or for the course I have pursued, or for the grounds 
I have tat en in this worli. 

Feeling this, and knowing that by far the ablest produc- 
tion of Mr. liives's life was to be found in his earnest and 
able defense of the proclamation of General Jackson and of 
ih^MrceJiill in lB33,llo&i no time in turning to that very 
lucid, logical, and conclusive argument for comfort and re- 
lief from the unenviable position in which bis manifesto had 
placed me as well as others who occupied the same grounds ; 
and tlie honorable gentleman must bear with me while, in 
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my own dofciiso, I avail myself somewhat freely of the co- 
gent arguments used by him on that memorable occasion. 

On the 14th of February, 1833, on a hill then pending 
before the Senate of the United States commonly known as 
the "Force Bill" Mr. Rives said, 

" Most of the questions involved in the discussion of the 
bill now under consideration have Eprnug np during the pe- 
riod of my absence from the country ; and the short period 
which has elapsed since my return has afforded me neither 
time nor opportunity for a detaUed examination of them. 
I bring to them, therefore, no other resources of argument 
or illustration thau those settled principles and fundament- 
al notions which are rooted in the mind of every Amer- 
ican citizen in regard to the Constitution of his country. 
.... In this state of things we are called upon to say 
if the government of tlie United States shall acquiesce in 
this open defiance and violation of the Jaws of the Union, 
without taking any step whatever for their enforcement. 
For myself, I am free to say that I do not thus read my 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States. I do 
not thus imderstand my duty to my country, or the in- 
terest and honor of my own state The example 

would inflict a mortal wound on the Constitution. The 
govemmont would he thenceforward virtually dissolved, 
and we should inevitahly fall backward into anarchy and 
confusion of the 'Articles of Confederation,' if, indeed, 
after such an example of weakness, the states should con- 
tinue connected hy any tie whatever. For one, therefore, 
I feel myself constrained, by the highest considerations of 
.duty, to give ray assent to such measures as may be nec- 
essary and proper to provide for the execution of the laws 

while they remain unrepealed Whatever may be 

the true doctrine in regard to the sovereignty of the states 
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individually, it is unquestionably clear that, wliile the gov- 
ernment of the Union is vested m its legislative, executive, 
and political departments, the actual soveioi^n powoi le 
sides in the several states, who created it in their sepaiate 
and distinct political character. But, by an express piovi 
sion of the Constitution, it may be amended oi changed by 
three fourths of the states ; and each state, by ashentmg to 
the Constitution with this provision, has surrendered its 
original rights as a sovei-eiffn, -which made its individual 
consent necessary to any change in its political condition, 
and has placed this important power in the hands of three 
fourtJis of t7ieSlales,in -which the sovereiffnti/ of the Union, 
under the Constitution, does now actually reside." .... 
The plain result is that the paramount or sovereign power is 
not M the people of any one stote,but in throe fourths of all 

the states It has become fashionable of lato to deny 

that there is any sovereignty in the United States (I speak, 
of course, of tho United States as a political community, 
and not of the government of the United States), and to 
claim for the states separately an absolute, complete, and 
unquaiifled sovereignty, to all intents and purposes what- 
ever. Sir, this is a novelty unknown to the founders of tho 
Constitution, and has sprung up in the hot-bod of excited 
local politics. At the period of tho adoption of the Consti- 
tntion, it was distinctly made known and universally under- 
stood, that to the extent to which sovereignty was vested in 
the Union that of the states severally was relinquished and 

diminished Kow, sir, let us see in what light it was 

presented to the people in reference to this qnestion of state 
sovereignty by its distinguished advocates and expounders, 
the writers of the ^ Federalist.^ Nothing would have been 
better calculated to procure its ready adoption by the states 
than to have told them that it left then- sovereignty entirely 
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nnimpaired. Eut, sir, its lionest and enliglitenod advocates, 
tho writers of tlio ' Mderalist,^ attempted no such imposi- 
tion oo the good sense of the people. They told them dis- 
tinctly that 'sovereignty in the Union, and complete in- 
dependence in the members, are things repugnant and ir- 
reconcilahle.'— Jkfero/j'sf, JVb. 15 In rapidly glanc- 
ing over this celebrated collection, I find the expression, 
'residuary sovereignty of the states,' as distinguished from 
a complete and undiminished sovereignty, used in three 
several numbers (Nos. 39, 43, and 62), all written by Mr. 
Madison, whose guidance, I confess, I always follow with 
peculiar confidence, for no man, from the i-elation in which 
he stands to the Constitution, can be supposed to be more 
tboroughly imbued with its true philosophy. It ia a re- 
markable ciroumstauoe, as evincing tho unvarying fidelity 
of Mr. Madison's mind to this fundamental truth of a partial 
surrender of sovereignty by the states, that, at the distance 
of more than ten years from tho publication of the ' I<hder- 
cdist,' in his celebrated report of the Virginia Legislature of 
1799, he again uses the same form of expression — 'the re- 
siduary sot ereignty of the states.' Sir, that report, in rec- 
ognizing ai it does, in express terms, ' the sovereignty of 
the United StcOes' as well as in attributing to tho several 
states a restdiias'y sovereignty only, shows that the idea of 
an absolute and undiminished sovereignty still remaining 
m the states was as little entertained by the fathers of the 
political church, from which the senator from South Cai'olina 
professes to derive bis tenets, as by tho founders and orig- 

mal advocates of.tbe Constitution The Republicans 

of '98 and '99, Mi'. Pi-esident, never contended that tbe states 
retained, under tbe Constitution, an absohUe and undimin- 
ished sovereignty; that they still possessed wbat they had 
given up; that the whole was not diminished by the siib- 
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traction of a part. But they contended that all the sover- 
eignty which had not been voluntarily surrendered, to the 
Union was inviolably reserved to the states ; that the states 
are sovereign within their several spheres as the Union is 
in tho sphere marked out to it, and that the harmony of the 
whole system is only to be preserved by each power revolv- 
ing in its proper orbit. It was reserved for modern times 
to assort that eccenirio and lawless state sovereignty which 
'shoots madly from its sphere' to arrest tho movements 

and to nuUify the acts of the federal anthority Sir, 

this argument is plainly founded on a total misconception 
of the nature of our present political system, and of the 
characteristic differences between It and the Articles of Con- 
federation. From the moment of tho adoption of the pres- 
ent Constitution, a direct relation is created between tho 
government of the United States and the citizen. The au- 
thorities of the Union no longer act throngh the states by 
requisition, as under the Articles of Confederation, but di- 
recUy,cin persons and things, by its own laws. Tho great 
object of the change of system was to render the govern- 
ment of the Union entirely independent of the action of 
states in the performance of its high constitutional functions. 
For this purpose it was not only invested with the power 
of making laws^hat ot executing them by regular, judicial, 
and executive organs, and by the physical force of tl]e coun- 
try also, if need be ; for it will not be forgotten that among 
the powers vested in Congress is that of 'providing for call- 
ing forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union.' To 
mark still more unequivocally the intentiop of the new Con- 
stitution to place the government of the Union, in the exer- 
cise of its powers, above the control of individnal states, it 
is expressly declared that the. ' Constitution and law of tho 
United States, which shall be made in. pursuance thereof, 



..Google 



THE GES.iT KEEELLION. 57 

etc., shall be tlie supreme law of tbo land, any thing in the 
Constitution or laws of any state to the contrary nothwifch- 
standing,' .... That the interposition of a state acting in 
her sovereign capacity through a convention of the people, 
as in the case of Sowth Carolioa, is of no more avail to ar- 
rest the Gxeeation of the laws of the United States than an 
interposition in her ordinary political capacity, is apparent 
from the language of that clause of the Constitution which 
asserts the supremacy of the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, ' any thing in the Constitution or laws of 
any state to the contrary notwithstanding,' Thg ConstitU' 
tion of a state is always the act of a state in her highest 
sovereign capacity; and if it can oppose no obstacle to the 
laws of the Union, as is here declared, it follows that neither 
the sovereign nor the legislative interposition of a state is 
sufficient, uader the Constitution, to defeat a law of the 
United States. If any thing farther were wanting to show 
that the interposition of a state can not, under the Constitu- 
tion, absolve the citizen from his obligations to the Union, 
conclusive proof is furnished by the rejection of the amend- 
ment proposed in the Convention by Mr. Luther Martin, 
which was brought to the view of the Senate a few days 
since by the honorable senator from Delaware (Mr. Clay- 
ton}. Mr. Martin, with the express view, as he told us, of 
securing the citiaens of the respective states against the ef- 
fects of their responsibility to the United States, where, in 
obedience to the authority of their own state, they should 
oppose the laws of the Union, submitted a proposition in the 
following words, as an amendment to the article in the Con- 
stitution concerning treason: 'Provided that no act or acts 
donebyono or more of the states against the United States, 
or by any citizen of any one of the United States, under the 
authority of any one or more of the said states, shall be 
C 2 
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deemed Iveasou, or punished as such, etc' This proposi- 
tion, sif, was rejected ; and the inference drawn fi-om the 
fact by Mv. Martin ia irresistible, that it was intended to 
preserve the constitutional authority of the Union over the 
citizens oftheUnited States in full forco and effect, whatever 
might he doiio or enjoined by a state to the contrary. .... 
Sir, proud as lam of the title of citizen of Virginia, grateful 
as I am for the unmerited favor which that honored mother 
has shown to me, I yet feel, with the Father of the country, 
that ' the just pride of patriotism is exalted' by the more 
comprehensive title of citizen of the United States; that 
title which gives me a share in the common i h t f 

glory which has descended to us from our lut na y 
sages, patriots, and heroes ; that title which en 1 1 m to 
claim the names of the Rutledges, the Pincb y anl th 
Sumtors of South Carolina, and the Hancocks, th Vd n 
and Ofcis's of Massachusetts, and all the other j o d names 
which have illustrated the annals of each and all of these 
states as compatriot with my own. I have thus, Mr. Presi- 
dent, reviewed the fundamental tenets of that new school 
of constitutional law which has sprung up within the last 
fonr or five eventful years of our political history. I have 
endeavored to show that they have no foundation whatever 
in any just view of the Constitution, that they are directly 
at war with contemporary understanding and expositions 
of its founders, and that they derive no countenance what- 
ever from the principles of that genuine republican school 
which re-established the Constitution in its purity after the 
temporary perversion to which it had been subjected. 
These modem doctrines, I do firmly believe, are in their 
tendency utterly subversive of that happy system of gov- 
ernment, the preservation of which is not only the sole se- 
curity for liberty with na, but the last hope of freedom 
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thrcmgliont the world But one thing is certain, a 

state can n^ver, as South Carolina has done, direoUy and 
fm'maUy annid a law of the Z/hiied States, without an open 
departwe fiom t?ie Constitution and a total renunciation 

of all its ohligations What, then, was the conduct 

of Virginia in the memoraWe era of 98 and '98? She sol- 
emnly protested against the Alien and Sedition Acts as ' pal- 
pable and alarming infractions of tho Constitution ;' she 
comnmnicated that protest to the other states of the Union, 
and earnestly appealed to them to unite with ber in a like 
declaration that this deliberate and solemn expression of 
tho opinions of the states, as parties to the constitutional 
compact, should have its proper effect upon the councils of 
the nation in procuring a revision and repeal of the obnox- 
ious act. This was ' tho head and front of her offending, 
nothing more.' The whole object of the proceeding was, 
by the peaceful force of public opinion, embodied through 
the organ of the state Legislatures, to obtain a repeal of the 
laws in question, not to oppose or arrest their execution 
while they remained unrepealed. That this was the true 
spirit and real purpose of the proceeding is abundantly man- 
ifested by the whole of the able debate which took place in 
the Legislature of the state on tho occasion. All the speak- 
ers who advocated the resolutions, which were finally adopt- 
ed, distinctly placed them on that legitimate constitutional 
ground. 1 need only refer to the emphatic declaration of 
John Taylor, of Caroline, the distinguished mover and able 
champion of the resolutions. lie said, ' the appeal was to 
public (pinion — if that is against us we must yield.' The 
same sentiment was avowed and maintained by every friend 

of the resolutions throughout the debate There is 

no proceeding whatever, in any part of this affair, against 
South Carolina, The government of the United States, in 
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the execution of the laws, can have no pi'opcr reference to 
states. It acts upon individuals, not upon states, as I have 
ali-eady had occasion abundantly to show; and the Consti- 
tnlion of the United States, when it declared that nothiiig 
in the Constitution or laws o/ a particular stale should con- 
trol the 3aw8 of the United States, has not permitted tho 
goverament of the Union, in eseonting the laws of the 
United States, to inquire if opposition to them is or is not 
authorized by a particular state. If the laws be opposed 
by ' combinations too powerful to be overcome in the ordi- 
nary course of judicial proceedings,' there is the same right, 
under the Constitution, to exeouie t/ie laws by calling in the 
aid of the military power, whether such combinations be 
authorized by a law of a state (which the Constitution has 
declared in such a case to be a nuUity), or whether they be 
purely vohmtaiy. I have not, then, the slightest difficulty 
then in regard to the right and power of the government to 
employ \hG physical force of the counl/ry, in a case like the 
present, if it should bo necessary. .... I would make no 
new provision of this sort (the Force Bill) until an overt act 
had been committed ; and then I verily believe, with Mr. 
Jefferson, that a republican goverament would show itself 
as strong, in a good cause, as any on earth. 'At the call of 
the law every good citizen would fly to the standard of tho 
law, and the defense of public order would be considered 
by every citizen as his individual concern.' .... I do, in 
my conscience, believe that tho preservation of the Union is 
our only security. If we are to bo broken into separate 
confederacies, constant wars and (Collisions with each other 
raust ensue, out of which will grow up large military estab- 
lishments, pei'petual and burdensome taxes, and an over- 
shadowing executive power ; and, amid these deleterious 
influences, what hope can there be that liberty would sur- 
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viye ? It is here, 1 confess, that I see tbe daager of militavy 
despotism, and not where the imagination of the senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) has found it. Is not the 
actual condition of South Csu-olina in this respect an im- 
pressive admonition to us on the subject — the whole state 
converted into a camp, the executive and other authorities 
armed ivith dictatorial powers, the rights of conscience set 
at naught, and an unsparing proscription ready to disfran- 
chise one half of her population ? Sir, thia is but a preflgu- 
ration of the evils and calamities to which every portion of 
this country would be destined if the Union should be dis- 
solved. JM MS, thcfii, rally around that sacred Union,Jix,mg 
it anew, and establiahing it forever on the immutable basis 
of egwzi Justice, qfmtettcal amity and kindness, and an ad- 
ministration at oixce firm and pat&nud. Ziet us do this, 
and Vie shall carry hack peace to our distracted country, 
happiness to the affrighted fireside, restore stability to our 
threatened institutions, and give hope and confidence once 
more to the friends of liberty ihroughoiit the world. Let us 
do this, and wo shall be, in short, what a bountiful Provi- 
dence has heretofore made us, and designed us ever to re- 
main, the freest and happiest people under the sim." 

Sooh were the opinions, and such the principles of th6 
honorable and distinguished gentleman (Mr. Rives) in 1833, 
as the representative of Virginia democracy, in the Senate 
of the United States, when enforcing the proclamation of 
General Jackson and the passage of the " Force BiM," which 
placed the whole military and naval power of the United 
States at the disposal of the President fSr the suppression 
of the rebellion in South Carolina, and for enforcing the 
laws of the United States on the citizens of that state, who 
were by an ordinance of convention resisting their execn- 
tioB. Such were also the principles then indorsed and sus- 
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tained by the Democracy of this state. Such were the 
prinoiplea that X too then STJStained, in comniou with the 
Democracy (which were the only measures of General Jack- 
son's whole administration, as far as I recollect, that I did 
euppovt, but from which I could not withhold my judg- 
ment or my assent). Such were the principles by which I 
have lived, and by which I expect to die; and if I do not 
stand vindicated und Justified for the part I have taken dur- 
ing the progress of this rebellion by the recognized con- 
gressional champion of secession, and author of the Confed- 
erate "Manifesto" designed as a justification of the rebel- 
lion before the foreign powers of the globe, then sbouid I 
stand rebuked, " tkoughMoses and the prophefi were to rise 
from the dead" for my vindication. 

But again, Mr. Rives, in his congressional " Manifesto," 
uses this most extraordinary langnage : 

"The war made upon the Confederate States was, there- 
fore, wholly one of aggression. On our side it has been 

strictly defensive We had no option but to stand in 

defense of our invaded firesides, of our devastated altars, of 
our violated liberties and birthright, and of the prescriptive 
institutions which guard and protect them." 

When Mr. Rives penned and made himself responsible to 
the world for this extraordinary statement, had he forgot- 
ten that he was one of five commissioners appointed by the 
state to represent her in the Peace Congress that met in 
Washington, and that that Congress of the nation offered 
to the South terms of compromise and conciliation, with 
which he himself was satisfied, and recommended for adop- 
tion to the Convention then in session, but which every 
Democrat in that body refused to accept? Had he forgot- 
ten the bombardment of Fort Sumter, and its seizure, to- 
gether with all the arms, ammunition, and other property 
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of the United States that had been forcibly taken p 
of by the Confederate governmeut, before the authorities 
of tho tlnited States bad raised a hand in its own defense ? 
or does Mr. Kives regard these acts of aggression and war 
as " strictly defensive" on the part of tbe South, and as un- 
justifiably aggressiive and bostile on tho part of tbe United 
States? 

But it ia not my purpose bere to give you a treatise on 
this fruitful theme, but to point out the manner by and pur- 
pose/or which the country has been rashly, inconsiderate- 
ly, and wickedly plunged into this horrible civil war, by the 
short-sighted, blundering, and stupid action of tbe demons 
of Democracy, who have miscalcnlated in this tbe opera- 
tions and effects of their own work, as they have in all else 
they have iinder taken. 

The Force Bill was passed in the House of Representa- 
tives by a vote of 149 to 48 ; and in the Senate by 32 to 1 
only. 

CULllOUN BAEELY ESCAPES DAN GIN G. 

General Jackson was in earnest, and honest in bis threat 
at that day to have Mr. Calhoun, who was then a senator 
of tbe United States, immediately arrested, and "hung in 
chains" for treason ; and be would, no doubt, through the 
intei'vention of the law, havo seen this most anxious and 
patriotic desire of bis executed, but that Mr. Clay, who, al- 
though a violent opponent of Jackson's administration, yet 
a patriotic supporter of his measures in this momentous 
qnestion of secession — even on the very day that Mr. Cal- 
houn had been notified by Mr, Benton that he was to be ar- 
rested — in an unfortunate moment of generosity and mag- 
nanimity, and in a rather too earnest desire for pacification, 
staved off a resoi't to steps of violence by bringing forward 
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Ilia celebrated measures of compromise, called and ever since 
known as "tlie Compromise of 1832," -vvliich served as a 
pretext for Calhoun and his state to back down from the 
difficulties in which they had entangled themselves and out- 
raged the country; and thus the question was for the time 
settled. 

I say it was an unfortunate moment at which Mr. Clay 
interposed, for, but for this compromise, an example would 
at that day have been made by General Jackson which 
would have crushed secession, with all its advocates, into 
the earth ; and all the consequences of this rebellion, the end 
of which is not yet, nor its calamities in the future yet ap- 
prewated, would have been spared not only to the present 
generation, but it could nevev again have raised its horrid 
head on this continent, no matter who had been constitu- 
tionally chosen by the people to preside over their desti- 

But South Carolina, from that day to the present, has 
never ceased to feel her degradation, and never ceased to 
be a discontented, querulous disturber of the public peace. 
She has heen at all times ready for a revolt whenever she 
felt that the time had arrived when any portion of the 
South would step in to fight her battles, shield her from 
danger, and protect her against the enforcement of the law 
by the general government ; and from that time the politi- 
cians of that state, as a general thing, have differed only in 
degree, the larger portion, led on by Mr. Calhoun, being in 
favor of immediate dissolution, the rest waiting only for 
" co-operation" by other Southern States, and they were, 
therefore, themselves divided and classed as " secessionists" 
and " co-operationists," 
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SECESSION NOT KILLED. 

Bub although such a decisive death-blow was given in 
183S to the right of a state or states to withdraw from the 
Union, yet the fire was only smothered, the emhers still 
burned ; and her leading men have been quietly, but con- 
stantly and actively, engaged from that day, now nearly 
thirty years since, in sowing seeds of discontent through- 
out the Southern States, 

For the accomplishment of this end, it became necessary 
to hit upon some expedient, or to select some more exciting 
subject upon which the South could be brought to act aa a 
unit, and not as a divided section as on the tariff question, 
and by that means combine the entire Southern States in 
one harmonious whole ; and as the Democracy was largely 
in the ascendant throughout the South, it became necessary 
that tbe whole South should become democratized. This 
being the first great object in view, it required no great sa- 
gacity or foresight to see that there was but one question, 
or one subject, on which common interest would beget 
community of feeling in every Southern State, and that was 
tJie question of slavery, and this could only be used for that 
purpose by exciting the apprehensions of the slaveholder 
as to the seouiity of hia property, ind how could thi'' ilaim 
be kept up otheiwise than by adoptmg such i eouise as 
would unavoidably e\cito and mcicase tbe hostihfy ol the 
anti-slavery inteiest of the South, and, by constant agiti 
tion, keep the pohticil caldion ever at fevei heat ■' The 
argument was this : By keeping up a constant agitation of 
the slavery question, we can sooner or later force the Whig 
party in the South to co-operate with the Democracy on all 
sectional issues, of which we will take care to have an 
abundant supply on hand, and thus in time the ivhole South 
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wilt become democratiKed. Accordingly we find that, in 
an address of Mr, Calhoan's to tlie people of South Carolina 
in 1835, he recommends a change of issue from the tariif 
to the slavery question, and that that question must be 
driven home upon the people of the North ; in what man- 
ner they did drive thia question home upon the people of 
the North will be seen in the sequel. 

By the more rapid increase of population in the North, 
tho power is gradually fading aivay from the South ; and 
when the time shall arrive that the Democracy can no lon- 
ger hold their power imder the national government, it will 
require but little art or persuasion addressed to the selfish- 
ness of tho leaders of the opposition to join in breaking tip 
the old goverament, and perpetuating their power and oitr 
own uuder a Southern Confederacy ; how well they have 
succeeded in the scheme, at least so far as the efibrt is con- 
cerned, we all too well know and too painfully fee!. 

THE DISUNION SCHEME OP THE DEMOCKACY, 

I set up no pretensions to superior sagacity, but I had 
been but a short time in Congress, mixing freely with the 
public men of the country, before I saw the whole scheme 
as pldnly as it may be seen by others now ; and from the 
first I set myself against it, and resolved to resist them at 
every step of their unhallowed proceedings, and make a 
willing sacrifice of myself, if, by so doing, I could save the 
TJiiion and rescue my country from ruin ; and therefore it 
was that I have been found uniformly, on every sectional 
issue raised by the Democracy, noi against the South, but 
in opposition to the measures of the Democratic party, un- 
til I brought upon myself the unlimited denunciation of the 
Democratic press and politicians, and not unfrequently the 
suspicion of some of my own party of a want of fidelity to 
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Southern interests. And I may here ask emphatically, on 
what occasion have I f^led to raise my voice to its utmost 
pitch in warning the people that the object of each succees- 
ive issue was the ultimate dissolution of the Union ? This 
solemn. conviction, bo deeply impressed upon my mind, will 
furnish the key to my whole public course. It was to ^o- 
tect, as far as I could, and save the Union ; to prevent a 
civil war of an estenninating character, which I saw and 
knew must attend any effort at dissolution. Others there 
were who looked at these issues only to ascertain how far 
it would affect their pei-sonal popularity at home— whether 
it would retain this one in the Legislatui-e, or tliat one in 
Congress, or seeare a nomination for this or that political 
preferment; while I claim to have paid no regard to the 
fact whether it kept either them or myself in place. The 
Uuion was the god of my idolatry on earth ; and from its 
preservation I never permitted my eye to bo turned for a 
moiaeiit. You will excuse me for this brief episode in re- 
gard to myself, as it affords a defense and justification of 
my past course which none may make for mo hereafter ; 
and as I have quitted imblic life forevoi-, I may Lave no 
other opportunity of making for myself. 

Slavery, tlen, was to be the pretest, the perpetuation of 
power the real object of every movement that was made 
on the political chess-board by Mr. Calhoun and his follow- 
ers from the year 1S33 down to the fatal day when South 
Carolina, on the 2Mh of December, 1860, during the Dem- 
ocratic administration of Mr, Buchanan, and nearly three 
^months before the inauguration of Mr.Lincoln, rushed head- 
long into secession, denied the authority and defied the 
power of the United States, and commenced hostilities by 
firing upon the steamer " Star of the West," bearing the 
flag of the United States, and repeating these hostilities by 
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again attacking the United States troops ia Fovt Sumter, 
which precipitated tbo wiiolo South into this fatal rebel- 
lion. 

THE SECESSION rEOGEASIME. 

The first steps taken for the accomplishment of the end 
in view, that is to eay, in getting up excilement and agita- 
tion on slavery, was by the adoption of what is so well 
known through the country as the 21st rule; by which the 
sacred and inalienable right of petition was denied to the 
North on all questions connected with slavery, which at 
once produced, as was clearly foreseen it would, a perfect 
fiiror throughout the Korth, and this it was that gave the 
first impetus toward the regular organization of a formida- 
ble Abolition party in all the Northern States, This is just 
what the leaders desired, for as long as that rule remained 
in force, thousands of petitions were poured into Congress 
in the very wantonness of excitement that was created ; and 
tipon the presentation of every such petition the South was 
warned, with solemn voice, of the danger to slavery, and 
the determination of the North to destroy it — by legisla- 
tion if possible, but by force if necessary. 

During the long protracted struggle that ensued, every 
rash and intemperate speech that was made in Congress or 
out of it upon the subject of slavery by the Northern i-ep- 
reseutatives was sent all over the South, while others equal- 
ly rash and intemperate, and made for the occasion and the 
purpose in the South, were hnmed off to the North ; and 
each successive year saw additional exasperation and bitter-, 
ness mixed up with the never-ending discussions that were 
studiously encouraged, until the simple-minded people on 
eithei side really felt that these artful and designing politi- 
cians gi\c utterance to tbo general sentiment of the section 



..Google 



THE GEEAT EEBELLION. 69 

they repi-cs<!iitcd ; and many houest, ivell-nieauing, and pa- 
triotic men persuaded tliemaelvea that if a peaceful separa- 
tion could be effected, it would be to the advaotage of both 
parties that it should be brought about; hence the labori- 
ous effort that was made iu this state to persuade the peo- 
ple that secession wiis a measure of peace, and that the only 
way by which it was possible to insure peace was for Vir- 
ginia to follow iu tbe wake of South Carolina. What a 
wicked and willful perversion of truth ! for the parties that 
so represented knew it was false. What fatal credulity 
and misplaced confidence on the part of the people, their 
condition, before this war terminates, will illustrate. 

But what measure of execration is in store for those who 
practiced the deception when the war fever subsides ? At 
present the nervous system of all men, and women too, is 
alike stretched to its utmost tension, and none stop to count 
the cost ; but when the war is over, and tlie raging fever 
subsides, and men look aghast at children, brothers, and fa- 
thers siain ; mothers, wives, and sisters left broken-hearted ; 
fortunes sacrificed ; homes abandoned or destroyed ; the 
country everywhere, that the tread of either army has beeri 
felt, presenting one general scene of devastation and ruin ; 
the slave property that has either made its escape or been 
carried off, with no labor left to carry on the ordinary pur- 
suits of ^viculture; with the country groaning under a 
weight of debt heretofore unknown to our people ; with a 
system of taxation twice tenfold greater than ever before, 
while the means of paying them are diminished in the same 
proportion, it can not be, in the nature of things and in the 
nature of man, but that the inquiry will be universal, Why is 
this? For what good purpose have I and my country been 
thus reduced to rnin ? What was I suffering from before 
the war? and if at all, how have those sufferings been re- 
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lieved ? Who are the authors of all tliis misfliief and mis- 
ery? and what did they propose or hope to accomplish hy 
theii' folly and madness ? And when it is seen that the 
■whole and sole object was the perjictuation of power for a 
party under a Southern Confederacy, when they found 
they could no longer retain it under a national Confedera- 
cy, what measure of indignation, I may ask, is in store for 
them ? Now, my dear sir, I beg you to mark well one pre- 
diction that I here venture to make, and that is, that more 
especially and in pai-ticular will this be the case, if the 
Southern States should ultimately eticceed in separating 
themselves from all connection with the United States, 
which will then become a deadly liostilo and extremely an- 
noying and dangeroua neighbor; and when the Border 
States will neeessariiy have large standing araiioa constant- 
ly quartered on their people, to protect their frontiers from 
the continual John Brown raids that ii ill bo made upon 
them, while it would require a navy equal to that of the 
British Empire to protect their commerce on the soss. 

The war itself has been calamitous enough, but believe 
me, when I wilt tell you a separation of the South from the 
United States, with their independence recognized, would 
be far more disastrous to their interests, and future prosper- 
ity and happiness, than the war itself ^«s hee^i or toW, be, 
bad as it surely must and will be in the end. 

But to return to the action of the Democratic party on 
the subject of slavery. This letter in written at your ur- 
gent sohcitation ; and as I have undertaken tho task of en- 
lightening you on the subject {as one who has been as fully 
identified with all the movements of parties in this country 
for the last thirty years as any other one man now alive), 
you will excuse mo if I tax your patience by calling your 
attention to the following exti'aets taken from my letter of 
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January, 18S9, addressed to certain leading memfeei's of our 
State Legislature, who did me ttie honoi- to seeli my views 
on tbethen existing affairs of the country. The extract is 
lengthy, tut if you want to understaud the history of this 
var thoroughly, its perusal will bo worth the time it will 
take you to read it. This was one of the late warnings I 
gave the people of tlie designs of the Democracy for re- 
taining tho money-places and power of the government in 
their own bands, and the uses they had made of the insti- 
tution of slavery for that purpose. 

THK DBMOCKACY EE VIE WED. 

The following are the extracts referred to ; 

It may not be either uninteresting or tminsti'tictive to re- 
view briefly the history of the past, as far as tlie slavery 
question is connected with the politics of the country ; and 
here, once for all, I wish to say that, whenever I use the 
term " Democracy," I mean to apply it only to the leading 
politicians or hossmeti of that party, who cut out the work 
for the massus to execute. Occasionally it happens that a 
head journeyman ia permitted to come into their councils, 
but the apprentices are never consulted, and they, at last, 
have more at stake, have more honesty, patriotism, and good 
common souso than the men by whom they suffer themselves 
to be misled. 

For the first twelve years after the formation of our gov- 
ernment, its administration was in the hands of the Father 
of his Country and John Adams, the elder. In the year 1600 
a revolution in the politics ef the country occurred, chiefly 
through the activity and energy of Aaron Burr, who was 
tlie legitimate father of Democracy, and not Mr. Jefferson, 
who was only the beneficiary of Burr's work, as all will ad- 
mit who will read Parton'a life of Burr ; and whether the 
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disunion portion of the Democratic party have inliorited 
their treasonable principles from their distinguished progen- 
itor will be left for each one to determine for himself. The 
Washingtonian party were called FederalistB, because they 
originally favored the adoption of the Constitution nnder 
which the present federal government was formed ; and 
those unfriendly to the Constitution and to its adoption 
were then called Bepublicans, and are now called Demo- 
wats. But, from tho time of this revolution — which was 
inaugurated on the 4th of March, 1801 — down to the 4th 
of March, 1841, a period of forty years, tho Republican or 
Democratic party held undisputed sway and almost unre- 
strained control over the destinies of the country, with the 
single interruption of four years, fi-om 1825 to 1829— during 
which time it was in the hands of John Quincy Adams. 

Those who recollect the violent and stormy passion ex- 
hibited at that day at the loss of their long-enjoyed power, 
with the fierce and bitter denunciation and invective that 
charactei'ized the opposition to the administration of Mr. 
Adams (which was one of the most able, conservative, pros- 
perous, and economical that the country has ever enjoyed 
from its earliest foundation), and of those flagitious charges 
o("bargain and corrwpiion" against one of the purest and 
most unselfish patriots (as al! of eveiy party now admit) 
that tho nation has boasted since the days of Washington, 
together with the desperation and nnscrupuloas means re- 
sorted to for the recovery of power that marked the period 
rrferred to, will admit that nothing has since occurred that 
will serve as an analogy. The Democracy succeeded, and 
Genei-al Jackson was inaugurated in March, 1829 ; and then 
began the reign of terror— then commenced for the first 
time that universal system of proscription under which de- 
votion to Democracy and partisan services in elections were 
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Iield to be the only passports to power, and tlie only testa 
of fitDoss for office, from the highest to the most humble in 
the government ; then the system was inauguratecl by whicli 
every opponent to Democracy was to be anciiilated, and 
every man's character was to be asesuled and blackened who 
did not bow down and worship at the shrine of Jactsonism, 
which was another term for Democracy. And for eight 
yeai's — ay, even long after his retirement from public life, 
a, "htirrah for Jackson" was the only answer deemed nec- 
essary to the most potent arguments against the most law- 
less and tmcoustitutional acts of aggression and nsurpation 
of power. Daring all this time the numerical strength of 
the country Iiad been gradually but rapidly increasing in the 
North and diminishing in the South, and yet, for thirty-six 
years, the Southern Democracy had steadily persisted in 
putting none other than Southern men in the presidency. 
Under this state of things Northern politicians were becom- 
ing restive. The policy of the North and the South essen- 
tially differed at this time on the subject of protection to 
domestic manufactures and the carrency ; and to counteract 
this, inci-easing influence on the part of the North, and the 
popularity of those questions, certain leading politicians, of 
whom Mr. Calhoun was at the head, felt the necessity of 
adopting some new device for the preservation and pei-pet- 
uation of Southern Democratic ascendency, and that device 
was, to use the question of slavery as a gi'eat political en- 
gine, by which the South was to be kept united, and by the 
divisions which the distribution of spoils and power among 
the JTorthern Democrats would create, the power would be 
retained in the hands of Democracy, as they supposed, for 
long years to come; and the first scene m this new drama 
opened with a denial of the right of petition on ti e subject 
of slavery, wliich was the laying of the coinei stone of the 
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foundation on which the present Atolitiou party has been 
erected. This was the first step toward strengthening De- 
mocracy, by uniting the South and dividing the North, and 
most fatally has it worked in the end. But, in the mean 
time, how many in the South have been cajoled or driven 
into their ranks by the eternal cry that slavery was in dan- 
ger, and that the Democracy was the only national party 
that could save it, and from an apprehension that they might 
be regai'ded as disloyal to the South, it would be difiicult to 
enumerate. 

Mr. Van Buren being the special pet of General Jackson, 
the Democracy dared not oppose his will, and in 1836, for 
the first time, they yielded to the necessity of conferring the 
high distinction of a nomination on a " Nbi-th^-n man with 
Southern principles /' and hut for the shameful waste and 
extravagance, the enormous peculations and cormpt prac- 
tices that prevailed and were connived at, and rather re- 
warded than rebuked during his administration, the slavery 
question and its consequent agitation might have prolonged 
their powei' to an indefinite period. But this it was that 
led to the policy of denouncing eveiy man in the South as 
an Abolitionist, no matter what his interest in slave prop- 
erty, no matter what the evidence of hi'i patriotism or fidel- 
ity to the Constitution, no matter what the extent of his 
services to the public, Vtho did not bend the knee to the 
god of their idolatiy, which was brazen-faced Democvaoy. 
And4hi8 policy, then established, It is that has induced 
those who have no inteiest in the institution themselves, 
and who are in very many cases not likely to have such an 
interest at any future day, and who care nothing for it far- 
ther than that it will contribute to the success of Democ- 
racy, to take upon themselves the prerogative of assuming 
the lead in its defense over every slaveholder of the South, 
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and of branding every man of mark or note opposed to their 
misrule as unfaithful to the South, and a sympathizer, an 
aider and abettor of the Abolition party, unworthy the con- 
fidence and support of a Southern state. 

In 1840, General Harrison, aa upright, honest, patriotic 
man, a native of Virginia, was nominated by the Whigs. 
He was at once branded throughout the state of his nativ- 
ity and the South as an Abolitionist, while his competitor, 
Mr. Van Buren, was held up as a patvon saint of the "pecul- 
iar institution." But the charge against General HaiTisou 
proved to be of no avail ; the disreputable device failed to 
accomplish its end ; the indignation of the country had been 
aroused against the administration of Mr. Van Buren, and 
he was swept with the force of a tornado from power. This 
was the second time that in forty-four years the Democracy 
had been ovevthroivn. They stood aghast and dismayed at 
the result ; they felt that every hope was gone ; the last and 
strongest cai'd had been played, and the game had been lost. 
In thirty days from his inauguration Geneva] Harrison sud- 
denly died, and the estate fell to the heir apparent, the Vice- 
president, a man whose vanity and ambition being readily 
approached and easily excited, was in an incredibly short 
time won over to those who had but a few months before 
been his bitterest revilers, and he turned his back on the 
fi-iends who had elevated him to power and to fame. At 
once the hopes of the Democracy revived. By an unlooked- 
for act of Providence on the one hand, and an act of unpar- 
alleled treachery on the other, they found themselves again 
in possession of the government ; but how to retain it was 
the point. Agitation of the slavery question must be kept 
np in some form, and they struck upon the expedient of an- 
nexing a foreign government to the United States ; not for 
the pui"pose of extending and strengthening the institution 
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of slavery? l>ut of extending and strengthening the institu- 
tion of Democracy ; for in the late election General Harrison 
had carried eight Southern States and seventy-eight South- 
ern electoral votes, which must ho recovered, or their power 
was gone forever. Slavery could not be strengthened by its 
extension into new teriitory, bnt Democracy might, by in- 
creasing the political power of the South, which was under 
the absolute control of Democracy. Aa an army of one 
Imndred thousand men in a compact body ia stronger and 
more capable of defending and protecting itself than if di- 
vided into a hundred parts of one thousand each, which may 
by an inferior force be cut up in detail, so is slavery, when 
confined to the fifteen states in which it exists by the Con- 
stitution and local law of the states, far stronger than if it 
were scattered over all the territory of the United States, 
when it too would be cut up in detaU, and no vestige of it 
would be left in twenty years. 

Upon this issue of the annexation of Texas and the agita- 
tion of the question of slavery, they not only cheated Mr. 
Van Buren out of his nommation that the people desired, 
but they again aucceeded in placing a Southern Democrat 
in the chair over Mr. Clay, another native son of Virginia, 
and A citizen of Kentucky, who was the owner of a large 
body of slaves, but who was nevertheless bitterly denounced 
as an Abolitionist. So flushed were they with the nnexpect- 
ed victory they had achieved over the foremost man of all 
the land, and so elated at the success of this new issue, that 
they were detenninedto press the matter of acquisition still 
farther in time for the campaign of 1 848 ; and, utterly I'e- 
gardless of all precedent or constitutional restraint, they ac- 
quired and admitted Texas as one of the states of this Union 
by a joint resolution of Congress, which, as a mere act of or- 
dinary legislation, is liable at any time to be repealed ; for 
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ill law it wiis rniil aiid void from tiio beginuing, for the rea- 
son tiiaL the Coustitution gave no power to the Legislature 
to enter into a contract with a foreign gOYernment for the 
purchase, sale, or surrender of its territory. In truth, tho 
power did not exist any where; but there was a precedent 
in the acquisition of Louisiana for acquiring territoi-y by the 
treaty-making pow^, for which Mr, Jeffei-aon subsequently 
suggested the propriety of an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion ; so that, if that joint resolution should be repealed to- 
mon'ow, Texas would no longer legally hit a member of this 
confederacy, although j^-aei^eo^ it would have no effect on 
her status aa a state. I only refer to this question to show 
to what extremities the Democracy resorted for slavery is- 
sues to control presidential elections. 

But Texas answered the purposes of 1844. Having 
dodged the two -third vote required for its admission by 
treaty, they were in hot haste to get up a new issue for 
the campaign of 1848, and they struck upon the expedient 
of haying a war with Mexico " to conquer a peace," and 
"for indemnity for the past and security for the future," 
which would inevitably lead to the acquisition of additional 
territory, and necessarily to the question of the extension 
of slavery into it, which would as infallibly be resisted by 
the North as it would be claimed and insisted on by the 
South. And this it was that led to the introduction of the 
Wilmot Proviso, to be applied to any tcrritoi'y that might 
be acquired from Mexico ; but they were quite as artful in 
dodging the war-mating power as they had been before in 
dodging the treaty-making power ; for they knew the war- 
making power could not be induced to make a declaration 
of war, for the reason that we had no cause of complaint 
against Mexico, while she had gi-ound of complaint against 
us for annexing a territory the title to which she had never 
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relinquished, but always claimed, and whose independence 
had been asserted only, bat never fully established ; so they 
managed through Mr. Polk, just elected, to send a fleet of 
observation to the coast of Mexico and an army to Coi-pus 
Christi, which was acknowledged to be " the most western 
point now (then) occupied hy Texas^' a distance of one 
hundred and eighty miles from the Bio Grande — all of 
which intermediate territory -w-as then acknowledged by 
the President, Secretary of War, and our Minister to Mex- 
ico, Mr. Donaldson, to belong to Mexico. After waiting at 
Corpus Christi long enough to see that Mexico did not 
mean to make war iipon us, this little araiy was marched 
across to the banks of tbo Kio Grande, a fort erected, and 
our guns wero pointed upon the Mexican town of Matamo- 
ros ; and thus was the war commenced without the author- 
ity or knowledge of the war-making power, to prepare the 
way for the slavery issue in the campaign of 1848. 



General Taylor was elected as the candidate in opposi- 
tion to General Cass, and although he was said to have 
been the owner of some two or three hundred slaves, he 
too, in turn, was vehemently denounced as an Abolitionist 
not fit to be trusted by the South; nor is it probable he 
would have been trusted, but for the division of a portion 
of the Northern Democracy in favor of Mr. Van Buren, 
who, to resent his defeat in the Convention of 1844, had by 
this time made an exhibition of his " Southern principles" 
not very much to the taste of his former admirers in the 
South, and ran as a Pree-soil candidate. Here, then, all 
their issues had thus failed in 1848; the twenty-first rule, 
the cry of abolition, the annexation of Texas, the Mexican 
War, had all availed them nothing, and for the third time 
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the "soefitre bad departed from Jndab." Tliis tliey could 
no longer stand, and wliat was thoir next resort? Why, 
nothing short of a dissolution of the Union and tbe organi- 
zation of a Southern confederacy, in which their title to 
power would be pei-petual and omnipotent, and we poor 
devils of the Whig party were to he made the hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for our hard tasli-mastei-s ex- 
cept on tlie condition of bending the knee to Baal; this cry 
of disunion was hushed and trodden under foot by tbe happy 
infiuence of the compromises of 1860, which they sternly 
resisted to the end, and rather than submit to which they 
called a convention at Nashviilo for the purpose of initia- 
ting a movement in favor of dissolution ; that failing, and 
finding these measures were overwhelmingly popular with 
the people, they wheeled to the right about, claimed the 
compromises as their own sacred wort, put up their candi- 
date from New Hampshire on tbe platform of the Compro- 
mise Measures, swore he was a better Southern man, and 
more to be relied on for his devotion and faithful adherence 
to those compromises as a final settlement of the question 
than General Scott, another native of Virginia, whom they 
denounced also as a radical Abolitionist, and subject to the 
influence and control of Abolitionists, and they carried ev- 
ery Southern state against him except three — Maryland, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky." 

It was hy these means, and by a resort to such expe- 
dients, that they were enabled, by making a foot-ball for 
party of the slavery issue and turning it into a sectional 
party question, to succeed at all — always expressing doubt 
and distrust of every Southern man who did not agree with 
their genera! policy of government, and confiding in, trust- 
ing to, and coalescing with every man of the North whose 
natural and educational instincts were opposed to slaveiy, 
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if they would only do the one needful thing, and tliat was, 
to help tliem to Tihon&y, place, and power. 

Seeing tlie success ■with which this sectional pro-slaveiy 
pa,rty had played their game, by keeping the South general- 
ly united npon the elaveiy question as a political iasne for 
retaining power, it waa not unnatural that the Northern 
politicians, having a large majority of the electoral vote in 
the Northern States, and which had been steadily increas- 
ing, should have made a political hobby of the anti-slavery 
side of the question, and have used their exertions to unite 
the North in opposition to the CKtension of slavery for the 
purpose of acquiring power. How far, or how soon they 
would have succeeded hi obtaining an ascendancy over the 
Southern Democracy, is questionable, if Democracy had been 
gifted with common prudence or common honesty ; but the 
sopreme folly of that party in 1854, in order to make anoth- 
er new slavery issue for the election of 1856, in breaking 
down the Missouri Compromise, in order to force slavery 
into territory devoted to ft'eedom, and which had been hal- 
lowed by time, and recognized by the whole country as a 
bargain and compact sacred and inviolate as the Copstitu- 
tion itself, was the last grain that broke the camel's back. 
It aroused the indignation of the whole North ; it opened 
their eyes to the aggressions of the Democratic party in 
the South ; Northern politicians seized upon the occasion, 
and using with adroitness the instraments thus placed in 
their hands, have at last succeeded in beating down South- 
ern Democracy with their own weapons and at their own 
game ; and thus the whole story respecting the slavery is- 
sue is plainly and fairly told. It has been used by both 
parties for political purposes ; by one, for the purpose of 
retaining, the other, for acquiring money, place, and power ; 
and while the leadera on both sides have excited their fol- 
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lowers to a contlition of unreasonable pretension and de- 
mancl, they ai'e sitting hob-nob at Washingtou, dining, 
drinking wine, cracking nuts, and cracking jokes together, 
as familiarly and unconceraed, and as careless and indiffer- 
ent about results growing out of the agitation they have 
created, beyond its immediate effect upon patties, as if nev- 
er a slave had been heard of in the country. Thus has 
Southern Democracy lost the game and the stakes played 
for; and now they call upon us, the conservative Whigs of 
the South, whom they have treated as worse than aliens, 
whose eoansels they have spurned, whose fidelity they have 
derided, whose remonstrances against making a party and 
sectional issue of slavery they ha\e contemned, whose pa- 
triotism they laughed at, and whose loyalty they have de- 
nounced ; after all this, in tho hour of their humility and 
defeat, they call upon us for aid which, in tho hour of their 
triumph and pride, they scoffed at and rejected with dis- 
dain ; failing m which, they threaten to tear down the fair- 
est fabric of government ever erected by human hands. I 
can only say, if they get no aid until they get it fiom me, 
their paticneo will be exhausted, unless they have an in- 
terminable stipply ; for doomsday might crack, and they 
would still be found without it. It has been under their 
control that the countiy has been brought to its piesent de- 
plorable and disgraceful condition in eveiy aspect in which 
it can be viewed. They have shown themselves to be ut- 
terly unworthy and incompetent to manage the affairs of 
the nation, because each one has been managing for himself. 
Let them be set aside, and let some other party he called 
to the helm of State, and let them howl, and rave, and "tear 
their passions to tatters" at the loss of money, jjlaco, and 
poM'cr, which they have so long enjoyed and so wildly 
abused. 

D 2 
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Ii thcie inj truth oi since itj m the dcch iticrii n adc 
on th(, floot of CoDgiesa and m the public jiebse bj the 
Dcmociaoy thnt tho institition of flaieiy is in dangei ? 
Let us lool foi one moment at then dechiitions and then 
at their actions, aul e\eiy miu with Irami oi ictChovt 
them must at onco become sat sfied thit it is the n eicst 
hj-pociisj tnelieij inl Jiiggleiy toi pohtical eflect foi 
m in/ plice and 2 owe thit was cvei jl yel cff on the 
credulity of sensible men. 

THE EEBELLION POEKSHADOWED. 

By tho foregoing extracts I hayo shown you bow and for 
what purpose the subject of slavery was kept 111 constant 
agitation and in increased peril by those wbo professed to 
be its most devoted champions, and the only true friends 
of tbe South. They have shown you, too, how and for what 
purpose Texas was hurried into tho Union, in outrageous 
violation of every constitutional impediment and without a 
precedent for its justification. I was one of those who 
made strenuous opposition to the annexation of Texas, and 
this was another occasion on which I raised a voice of 
warning to the people. I was the first man in the United 
States who made public opposition to it at the time, to the 
manner it was acquired. I had learned through a private 
source that a ti'eaty was then being negotiated by Mr. 
Tyler and his prime minister (Mr, Upshur), by wliich Texas 
was to be annexed to the United States. I immediately 
left Washington, came home to Richmond, and in a speech 
delivered at tho African Church disclosed the fact, and took 
strong grounds against it. I then went on to New York, 
and there at the Tabernacle also was the first to inform tho 
people of tbat city of tbe design of the administmtion of 
Mr, Tyler, and then and there foretold the danger to which 



..Google 



the Union would be exposed by tho ratification of such a 
treaty at tliat time, and in tlie condition tliat Texas then oc- 
cupied. Allow me to give yoii an extract or two from ray 
New York speccb, delivered on the 12th of April, lSi4, and 
from a letter written subsequently to one of my former con- 
stituenta (Mr. Hackett, of Louisa), which letter was pub- 
lished in the papers of that day through the country. In 
the speech I B^d, as taken from the New York papers of 
that day, "And now, fellow -citizens, I approach a gi'aver 
and more serious question ; one which strikes at the very 
root of tho government, and can not f^l to stir up from its 
utmost depths tbe very foundations of society. I mean this 
secret and clandestine attempt to annex Texas to the United 
States, or, more properlv speaking, to annex the United 
States to Texa — a q n n my judgment, the magni- 

tude of which n m no -estimate. If accomplished, 
that it will lead to t d u I ance of our harmony, the dis- 
traction of our I 1 1 and nor or later, to the dismem- 
berment of thi g nn I have no shadow of doubt. 
That the Union of these States will bo hazarded by its suc- 
cess, is enough to deter mo from giving it my sanction or 
approval. I am a Union man! I am no Southern man 
with ITm'tJiern principles. I am a Southern man with na- 
tional principles ; and if it ever falls to my lot to be sacri- 
ficed for any political act of ray life, God grant it may be in 
the defense of the Union of these States." This prayer has 
been Touohsafed to me ; upon this question I have made a 
willing sacrifice of myself, and I rejoice that I have done 



"Mr. Tyler has made up the issue for Congress whether 
we or England shall have Texas. For my own part, I do 
not choose that Mr. Tyler or his minister shall make up any 
such issue for me. Neither his opinions, nor the ends and 
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Eiima of the disunionists, nor tie co-operation of Texas land, 
spcculatovs, nor of tlie holdera of Texas scrip or bonds, shall 
induce me to credit for an instant the absurd idea that En- 
gland ■would be willing to take Texas, with her slave popu- 
lation, as a province, if it were oftered to her to-morrow. . . . 
But what are the terras of this treaty ? Who yet tnows ? 
But let them be what thoy may, I for one, if I stand alone, 
will never accede to the annexation of that country as long 
ae I believe there is any chance thereby of shalcing the sta- 
bility of this Union. I am for this country, this country as 
it is, and this Union as it is, and I will never agi'ee to dis- 
solve it for the formation of any new one." 

The above speech ivas made in New York in the month 
of ApiTl ; the correspondence which follows took place in 
December following. In the mean time Mr. Upshur had 
been killed, and Mr. Calhoun had succeeded him as Secre- 
tary of State. I give more of this letter than I should oth- 
erwise have done, because this Texas annexation was the 
atarting-point, or first entering wedge of disunion, and gave 
to the secessionists the first symptoms of encouragement 
they had mot with in the incipient labor of twelve years, 
which had been devoted to the object of disunion. The fol- 
lowing is a letter to me fi'om one of my then constitncnts : 
Green Spriags, Louisa, December 19, 1814. 

Dbae SiE, — Taking great interest in your political weal 
and prosperity, as well as feeling a lively solicitude in your 
re-election to the Congi'ess of tho United States, as also 
from personal respect, I am induced to make this commu- 
nication. 

As there exists a considerable division in the ranks of 
the Whig party in relation to the subject of the annexation 
of Texas, I wonld respectfully ask if you are unconditional- 
ly opposed to this measure ? 
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There is a large and respectable portion of the Whig par- 
ty (mach larger than is generally supposed, I am, from in- 
dubitable evidence, induced to believe), not only in thig 
county, but in Goochland and Hanover, ivho consider this 
question of paramount importance, so much so as to induce 
them to hesitate in casting their vote for a candidate uncon- 
ditionally and " unqualifiedly" opposed to them on this im- 
portant measure. Indeed I have, on several occasions, heard 
gentlemen of considerable influGnco, who have uniformly co- 
operated zealously with the Whig party, and who consist- 
ently advocate and support its prominent- measures, declare 
that the vital importance of this subject to the particular 
interests of the Southern portion of this Confederacy, and 
the dependence arising from our peculiar institutions, un- 
der the present aspect of political affair's, for support and 
balance of power, has induced them to waver in their alle- 
giance to their party, and produced in their minds a condi- 
tion of doubt and uncertainty as favorable to the success 
of the opposite party as injnrious to the prospects and or- 
ganization of our own. This is the prolific source of the 
numerous calls for a convention for the purpose of selecting 
a suitable candidate to represent this congressional district, 
and not "individual attachments" sm represented by the 
Whig. I believe that an answer favorable to the views of 
those gentlemen will insnre your re-election without the 
least difiicalty, and an adverse one wUl detach a "segment 
of a larger vote" than the nomination of either Rhodes, 
Daniel, Lyons, or Fleming, with you in the field. 

For myself, individually, though ardently in favor of this 
measure, I shall unhesitatingly yield a cheerful vote to the 
man who has battled so gloriously in defense of onr cause; 
who has stood forth the fearless champion of our invaded 
rights ; who, alike unseduced by the blandishments of pow- 
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cr aa iinaiipalled ty its frowns, haa ever exposed its cor- 
ruptions; wlio has, ■with cbivaU^ous courage, unheeding the 
giren songs of place or ofBce, lifted the veil that concealed 
the traitor, and exposed him in all his hideous deformity to 
the astonished gaze of a deluded people, and defied his im- 
potent rage, be the response what it may. 

But why may not a Whig, without divesting himself of 
his party allegiance, without worshiping Baal, without be- 
ing expelled from his political charch, without yielding the 
cherished opinions of a lifetime on those subjects so dear to 
his heart, which he has ever been and will ever be proud to 
maintain — yes, why may ho not favor tho annexation of 
Texas to this Union ? The fact of the purchase of Louisi- 
ana by Ml". Jefferson did not detract from his republicanism. 
May we not have a national bank and a tariff as well with 
Texas as without it ? But verium sap. Excuse the liberty 
I have taken, for I can assure you that nothing but an earn- 
est zeal in your behalf, and a deep interest in tho ensuing 
contest, would have induced me thus to trespass on yonr 
time and patience. 

Very respectful Ij', your obedient servant, 
Wm. R. Hackeit. 

Half Sink, Dcpomlior S3, 1814. 
Mv BEAE SiB, — Your letter of the 19th instant has re- 
mained unanswered until this. time, first, because my mind 
and time since I received it have both been closely occupied 
in private matters which could not be neglected, and second- 
ly, because, when I did answer it, I desired to do. so at some 
leugtb, not only that my views on that subject might not be 
misunderstood by any one voter of the district, but because 
my vanity {it may be) induced me to indulge the hope that 
when I presented all my objections to the scheme of the po- 
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litical, as ivell as the laud and scrip stoeli-jobbers, for the an- 
nexation of Tesas to tlio United States, they miglit not be 
witbout tbeir influence in bringing your own mind to a dif- 
ferent conclusion from tbat to wbich it seems to have ar- 
rived. 

In anticipation of presenting myself once again as a can- 
didate for Congress, I not only recognize your right, but 
the light of evevy {even the humblest) voter in tlie district 
to know my opinions on this as on all other subjects upon 
which, as their repvcsGutative, I might be called on to act ; 
and, although the opinions I entertain relative to the Texas 
question miglit endanger my election, I can with conscien- 
tiona truth declare that, if I were now a candidate for the 
highest office known to our institutions, and the result turn- 
ed npon that question alone, I would not withhold my op- 
"position to the measure to insure my success. I believe, 
not only as a matter of honesty, but of policy, that there is 
but one path for a public as well as a private man to tread, 
and that is, one of straightforward integrity and independ- 
ence; for if he be honest in his views, however mistaken 
they may be, he can at least, at all times, give such reasons 
for his course as will satisfy all who are interested of the 
purity of Iiis pui-pose ; which, witii a generous constitnency, 
will cover a multitude of errors in which the heart does not 
participate. I have no prejudices and no interests to con- 
sult, and no feeling other than that derived from a desire to 
discharge my duty faithfully to my country; but I believe 
the success of that measure would prove ruinous to the 
best interests of the present states, particularly the Southern 
States, hazardous to the Union, and dangerous as a prece- 
dent, without one single benefit resulting from it. 

With these preliminary remarks, I proceed, then, to an- 
swer your inqiiiiy, by declaring myself unconditionally, un- 
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qiialifieclly, and nnalteratly opposed, not only to the Texas 
treaty, but to Mr. Benton's bill, Mr. M'Diiffle's joint resolu- 
tion, or any other scheme of antiesation oftbe United States 
with Texas or any other foreign power that has been or 
can be devised ; and I rejoice to have been the first in the 
United States, in pnblic discussion, to have taken a decided 
stand against it, even before the treaty was concluded, my 
reasons for which I will endeavor to give as briefly as pos- 
sible, so as to make myself in tell iglblo. 

It must be admitted by all to be a question of the most 
delicate, interesting, and important nature, differing from all 
others that can aiiae daring the term for which the coming- 
in administration will be in power — not only involving the 
honor of the nation and the integrity of the Union, but, un- 
like the questions of Tarifi^ Distribntion, or Carrency, which 
may be settled to-day and unsettled to-morrow, as they may 
prove pernicious or beneficial, it is perpetual and unalterable 
when it is once settled. It becomes us, therefore, as a peo- 
ple (I will not say as a Southern people, because as yet we 
are, as I hope we shall ever continue to be one people, and 
as we must ie, when wise counsels prev^l and wicked men 
no longer bear sway), to look to this question in all its as- 
pects and bearings before we conclude hastily upon it ; and, 
while it is by no means my strongest objection, yet I take 
up firet the question of expediency. 

In the first place, I prefer this Union as it is, and as it has 
been handed down to ns, and as we were expected to hand 
it down " as a rich legacy unto onr issue," to any other and 
all others that can be formed ; and it is enough for me to 
know that, if the Texas scheme did not have its origin with, 
it has found in its negotiators and chief advocates only the 
interested land and scrip holders and political tradesmen, 
who have avowed, and daily do avow their anxious desire 
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for a dissolution of our glorioiis TXnion, and to believe at the 
same time, as I do, that a dissolution would prove the first 
fruit of aiinexatiou. 

Can any observing or reflecting man have read the coiTe- 
epondence of the negotiator of the treaty, Mr. John Catiline 
Calhoun — as he was once characterized by the Globe and 
Inquirer for his supposed dark designs upon the Union, a 
suspicion from -which he has to this very day never relieved 
himself, and which his State of South Carolina openly boasts 
— without being inevitably led to this conclusion ? 

Look to his correspondence during the last spring with 
Mr. Pakenham, the British minister, the roprescntativo of a 
government known to be hostile to bkicJc slavery in all its 
aspects (I use the terra black slavery, because I think there 
is less freedom, comfort, and happiness among their white 
laborers or operatives than among our slaves, for whom they 
manifest so much sympathy), in which he opens, and there- 
by invites a coiTespondence on that delicate subject, which 
he has been cJamorous in claiming to bo purely a domes- 
tic question with which we could allow no interference. 
He not only opens a correspondence with Mr. Pakenham, 
which, to his credit be it said, he had the good sense and 
wisdom to decline, but in it he based the whole object of 
the treaty upon the ground of the extension and perpetua- 
tion of slavery ; and while in ono breath he declared that 
Texas was a sovereign and independent power over which 
Mexico had no claim and could exert no authority, either 
4e facto or dsjure, he in the next, even on the day after 
the negotiation of the treaty, dispatched a special envoy to 
Mexico to purchase her claims on Texas, and at the same in- 
stant of time the Executive threatened Mexico with venge- 
ance and war if she should dare to attempt, during the 
pendency of the treaty, the recovery of her acknowledged 
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claim to a " revolted province," for the reliaqLiishnient of 
■ivhicli a representative or agent of the Uuited States was 
Bent, aa I have jast said, to offer millions of gold, while the 
western division of the army of the United States was act- 
ually marched to the confines of Texas, and confidentially 
made subject to the Texan government, and a portion of the 
United States IKav.y was sent to crnise in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, with orders to show themselves occasionally before Vera 
Cruz. 

What was this but a covert declaration of war, made by 
the executive branch of the government on a weak and re- 
sistless power, and that, too, in the presence of and during 
the session of Congress, which a majority of that body 
winted at ? What was it but such a war as the Texas 
schemers knew the Northern States would not embark in — 
an unjust, unnghteons, unprovoked, and ungodly ■war with 
Mexico to rob her of her revolted province, and, as Mr. Cal- 
houn says, for the extension and perpetuation of slavery ? 

Now, whatever may be my feelings on the subject of 
slavery, I make bold, as a Southern man, to declare that in 
my judgment these are veiy insufScient causes for a nation- 
al robbery or for war with a friendly power making no ef- 
fort and entertaining no design to interfere with that or any 
other of our concerns. 

It was a South Carolina movement, first, to create dissen- 
sion, heart-bui'nings, and division between the North and 
the South, aud, if war shoul|J be the result, then to drive 
the North fi'om its support, and, in the accomplishment of 
their heart's most earnest desire — one that is daily avowed 
by their most prominent pnbiic men, to wit, the dissolution 
of the Union — throw the odium and responsibility from theiv 
own shonldera npon the North for refusing to participate 
in a war for any ench purpose. There arc thousands and 
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millioDS at tte North ivho believe tbis institution guavan- 
teed by tbe Constitution to tbe Soutli, and ivill adhere to 
the Soutli on tins question; but there are none, I beheve, 
who desire its extension and perpetuation — they rather de- 
plore its existence ; but the North might as soon expect the 
South to back her in a war for its estennination as for the 
South to ask the North to go to war to extend and perpet- 
uate it ; and this no man knew better than the Secretary of 
State, the negotiator of the treaty. 

Look, too, to the bold, open, and treasonable proceedings 
of the friends and followers of the negotiator in South Car- 
olina duriug the last summer and fall, and you find nothing 
but Disunion, Disunion ! Texas, Texas? Disunion without 
Texas, and Texaa awt? Disunion 1 

To ascertain their views fully, it were as well to look to 
the declarations of one of Mr. Calhoun's friends from South 
Carolina, made about the time of the Texas treaty, in the 
House of Representatives. I mean Mr. Rhett, who declared 
he would scorn himself if he were capable of singing hosan- 
nas to this Xfnion; while another of his faithful followers, 
even to the abandonment of all his former cherished princi- 
ples (I mean Mr. M'Dufiie), entered into a calculation in the 
Senate Chamber upon the value of the XTnion, and under- 
took to show the advantages of three separate confederacies 
formed out of the United States, declaiing rpon his soul 
that, for a quarter of a century, be had not known this gov- 
ernment but for its most iniquitous oppressions ; and, when 
charged by Mr. Benton to his face with treasonable designs 
in the Texas movement, blanched and quailed, and could 
not utter a word in his defense ; even this Mr. M'Duffio, 
who, in his message to the South Carolina Legislature in 
1S36, when speaking of the application of Texas for admis- 
sion into tlio Union, said ; " In my opinion, Congress ought 
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not e"V'cn to entertain such a pi-oposition in tlie present state 
of the eoDtvoversy. If we admit Texas iato our TJoiou 
■wbile Mexico is still waging war against that province with 
a view to re-establish her supremacy over it, we shall, by 
the very act itself, make ourselves a party to the war; nor 
can we tate this step without incurring this heavy respons- 
ibility until Mexico JterselfshaU recognize the independence 
of her revolted province." And now, disunion being at the 
bottom, this gentleman is the first to step forth, in tho ab- 
sence of that recognition on the part of Mesico, and while . 
our Executive is complaining in his annual messages of the 
savage and inhuman war carried on by that power against 
Texas, which he thinks we ought to put a stop to, he steps 
forward and proposes to take it, nolens volens, by the sim- 
ple adoption of a joint resolution, as if it were a matter of 
no more moment than the payment of a messenger's wages. 
It serves wol! to show the degeneracy of the times and of 
our people. A few years back, and such a proposition 
would have aroused the indignation of all men of all par- 
ties ; and he who would have presented it would have been 
regarded as little short of a madman, and the pai-ty that 
would have entertained it would have been overwhelmed 
with popular resentment. Well might Mr. Gallatin have 
expressed his surpiise that such a mode of acquiring Texas 
could have entered into tho imagination of man. 

But again, at a more recent penod, you find this able and 
most skillful and accomplished negotiator and diplomatist, - 
who has done nothing but blunder and stumble on like a 
blind horse over plowed ground ever since he has been in 
the depaTtracnt, whose sensibilities have been so much 
shocked at the bare presentation of abolition petitions from 
members of this confederacy aa to propose at one time to 
the whole Southern delegation in Congress to retire from 
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the halls of Congress, and thus by violeneo dismember the 
government, you find him throwing wide the whole qaes- 
tion of domestic slavery, and not only authorizing but in- 
viting tlie interferenua and co-operation of the French gov- 
ernment in th^ treaty or other new-fangled mode of annex- 
ation, for the purpose of pei'petuating the blessings and ad- 
vantages of slavery. Now, if it be conceded by our gov- 
ernmeut that Fiance may rightfully interfere, I pray to 
know upon wbat pricdple of civil or international law the 
same right can be denied to Great Britain, whoso pretended 
designs upon this question were made the first pretext for 
immediate, instantaiieous annexation, or slavery was to be 
abolished and Southern interests destroyed? And why is 
tbis intwferenoe on the part of France with our peculiar 
fireside domestic rights courted and entreated, but tbat it 
may lead to an interference on the part of Great Britain for 
its destruction ; and which may lead, by their natural sym- 
pathies and affinities, to a co-operation between the Aboli- 
tionists of the North and that government that would tend 
to unite raore closely the sympathies and interests of the 
South, lead to a division of the empire, and annexation with 
Texas? Tbis I believe to be the design, and this, I fear, 
will be the result, if tbis Texas bumbug is not speedily and 
decisively settled by the good sense of our countrymen. 
Upon no other view of the subject can tbe woainess and 
puei-ility — I shoiild say madness — of bis diplomatic corre- 
spondence be accounted for. 

But apait from all this, apart from Mexican rights, the 
national honor, the integrity of tbe Union, wbat are the ad- 
vantages that we are to derive from the annexation of Tex- 
as? We already see that our negotiator and his confeder- 
ates have placed us in a position toward Mexico that we 
can not escape a war without dishonor to tbe executive 
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brancli of the govemment, and Tve can not get into one 
without disgi-ace to the nation. But let that terminate as 
it may, wLat, I ask, are the advantages to be derived from 
such annexation, even with the assent of Mexico ? Is not 
our territory already sufficiently capacious to contain our 
population ? Aro our millions of unsold public lands, which 
must sooner or later inure to the benefit of the slates, to 
whom it belongs, to be suiTendered or rondered- valueless 
in order to satisfy the demands of speculators in Texas 
lands or Texas scrip, or to favor the views of political 
tradesmen ? Aro we to depreciate the land of the old 
states (in Vii-ginia, for example) and depopulate our state 
to people Texas ? Are Tve to despoil it of the moat active, 
industrious, and useful portion of its population, by holding 
out an invitation and inducement to the energetic and en- 
terprising young men of the state to seek adventures and 
fortunes in a new country ? Are we. to plunder our treas- 
ury to pay the debts of Texas — at a time,too, when the cred- 
it of our states is dishonored ? Are we so harmonious in 
our councils now as to make occasion for new difficulties and 
new strife ? Is our legislation so satisfactory to all parts 
of the present Union that we should desire to extend its in- 
fluence, diversify still more the interests to be cared for, and 
introduce among ns an additional number of disaffected dia- 
organizers and repndiationists ? Are we to open still wider 
the door to fraud and corruption, not by the introduction 
of individual foreignei's, but of a foreign nation ? When it 
has become an interesting and a prominent question wheth- 
er we shall restrict or prohibit entirely all future naturali- 
zation, is it expedient to naturalize two hundred thousand 
at a batch— seven tenths of whom, no doubt, have the same 
leveling and destructive propensities common to too many 
of our own people ? Have we not, as a nation, deteriorated 
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in morality suiSciently iu the last sixteen years, wltbout tlio 
intvoduction of Texas adventurers among us? 

EFFORTS TO EXTEND SLATEHT. 

Up to this period secession had made hut little percepti- 
hle progress. But the archfiend of secession, Mr. Tyler's 
Secretary of State (Mr. Calhoun), took good care, as you 
■will perceive, to sco that the extension of slavery should 
constitute a prominent feature in the foreground of the ne- 
gotiation, as a great and momentous issue, upon the result 
of which the safety and existence of Southern institutions 
•was to dei)end. He openly proclaimed that the gi'eat object 
of the annexation was for the expansion of slave territory, 
and consequent increase and continuance of power to the 
Demoaracy of the South, and this it ipas, as I had it from 
hiB own lips, that first drove John Quiucy Adams into the 
ranks of the Abolition party. I was at that time in Wash- 
ington, contesting the seat of the late John W. Jones. Mr. 
Adams had made a speech, in which he had given utter- 
ance to sentiments on the subject of slavery which did not 
correspond with the views he had been supposed to enter- 
tain ; for up to that time he had made himself obnoxious to 
the Abolition j)arty in his district, and they had on several 
occasions brought forward an Abolition candidate against 
bim. 

Upon the adjournment of the House wo walked down to- 
gether, and I took occasion to refer to his remarks (which 
I do not now precisely recollect), and said I thought he did 
not mean to say all that his language could imply. " Yes," 
he replied, " I said it deliberately and purposely." " But," 
said I, " Mr. Adams, you are not an Abohtiouist." " Tes, 
I am," said he; "I never have been ono until now; but 
when I see the Constitution of my country struck down by 
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the Soutli for such pui-posea as are openly avowed, no al- 
teruative la left me ; I must oppose them with all the meana 
■within my reach ; I must fight the devil with his own fire ; 
and, to do this effectually, I am ohliged to co-operate with 
the Abolition party, who have been hateful to me hereto- 
fore. If the Soath," he continued, "Lad consulted her true 
interests, and followed your counsels on the 21st I'ule and on 
this Texas question, their institutions would never have been 
endangered by the North ; but if matters ai'o to take the 
shape foreshadowed by Mr. Calhoun and others of the Dem- 
ocratic party, then no one can foretell what may be the con- 



Mach more conversation of a similar nature passed be- 
tween ua before we separated ; bnt this is enough to show 
what inflnencea operated on him, and, throxtgh him, on a 
large portion of the Korth, over which he exercised more 
influence than any other living man. 

In this ebnnection, and as farther proof, I attach an ex- 
tract from an editorial of the Chai-lcston Courier (at a later 
period), the moatb-piece and organ of the whole aeccssion 
school of politicians, which of itself pMnly shows that the 
purposes and cuds of this war was to perpetuate the power 
of Southern Democracy : " Every battle fought in Mexico, 
and every dollar spent there, but insures the acquisition of 
ten'itory wlaich miist ividcn the field of Southern enterpiiao 
and power in future. And the final result will be to rc-ad- 
jast the balance of power in the confederacy so aa to give 
us control over the operations of government in all time to 
come." This was the only kind of "balance of power" they 
ever sought — a balance all on one aide. 

Such a declaration Mr. Calhoun well knew would una- 
voidably engender an embittered sectional contest, whicli 
would necessarily, as it did, more and more unite and ce- 
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mcnt tlie South into one commou Tarothorhoocl of Democ- 
racy, lie also kuew full well that tho annexation of Texas, 
whose independence had not been recognized by Mexico, 
wonld necessarily lead to a war with Mexico, provided she 
felt herself in a condition to resent the outrage upon her 
well-known right to Texas as a revolted province, and 
through his instruments at home he raised tho ciy of'Tex- 
as without the Union, rather than the Union without Tex- 
as," which soon became the rallying-ery of the Democratic 
party throughout the Southeni States; and it was upon 
this issue, thus adroitly but mischievously made, that thou- 
sands of the Whig party, of easy virtue and shallow brains, 
were democratized, and through their instnimentallty, to 
the infinite surprise of the nation and tho world, Mr. James 
K. Polk beat Mr. Clay for the Presidency in 1844. 

THE STUICT DISCIPLIjra; IN THE DEMOCEATIC EANKB. 



Thua you have seen, though iiot exactly in i 
order, /low and for what pw-pose Texas was annexed, and 
how and for what purpose the war with Mexico w^ made 
by the Democratic party through their agent and repre- 
sentative, Mr. Polk, aud without the sanction of Congress, 
though then in session. This was made, not because war 
in itself was at all more desirable to Democracy than to any 
other people, but because it would lead to acquisition of 
territory, and to long and angry sectional disputes, and ul- 
timately either to the security of their power under the na- 
tional government or to a dissolution of the Union, all of 
which followed as had been anticipated ; for whatever else 
may be said of the Democratic party, it can not be denied 
that it was the best-organized and the best-drilled party 
that the world has produced in any ago or country ; and 
it never lacked the boldness to do any thing, however moii- 
E 
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stroas and violent, or wnconstitutional, to aceomijlish the 
object of its loaders. One of the distinguishing features 
that has always mai'ked the difference between the Demo- 
cratic and Wbig parties in this country has been, that the 
former was never afraid to do what they knew to be wrong 
to accomplish an end, while the latter was always afraid to 
do what they inew to be right for the same end. 

No army under the lead of the great Napoleon was e^or 
more under bis control, or more obedient to his ordcri, than 
were the masses of the Democracy to the demands made 
upon tbem by the hungry and greedy set of demagogues, 
tbeir leaders, ai^er tbe spoils of office, the dispensation of 
patronage, and the exercise and perpetuation of power; and 
so far did this well-digested plan succeed that the safety of 
the Union was then greatly imperiled by the result. I re- 
peat here what I said in ray Academy of Music speech in 
New York in 1869: 

" I do not mean to say, because I do not believe that vice 
and corrnption pervade the entire body of Democratic pol- 
iticians, although there is far too much of it in politicians 
of all parties, and none are too good to bear watching; but 
it is the nature and character of their organization, wliich 
is the most perfect, compact, and formidable that ever con- 
trolled a party, that leads to all these mischiefs; it is the 
system and policy they pursue, and to which few of thcni 
do not subscribe ; and when they do not they are excluded 
from the fleshpots, which is the severest punishment known 
to their codes — that policy is to make all things bend to 
success, to sacrifice all things human and holy to the as- 
cendency of party and the perpetuation of power; neither 
the lights of experience, the peace of the country, the har- 
mony of sections, the preservation of the Constitution, the 
safety of the Union, the prosperity of the nation, the purity 
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of the bench, the sanctity of the church, neither one nor all 
these combined are allowed to break through the serried 
raoks of their political organization, which has no principle 
for its basis, and no manly incentive for its coiiduut." 



TOE -WILMOT PROVISO. 

So alarming 'were the threats of dissolntion occasioned 
by the application of the Wilmot Proviso (which was noth- 
ing but the revival of the provisions of the Ordinance of 
1787,and for which this same SonthernDemocracy had them- 
selves jnst before voted — ^I believe uoanimously or nearly so 
— -when applied to the Territoiy of Oregon) to all territory 
acquired from Mexico, of which full notice had been given 
during the war, and before the territory was acquired, that 
Mr. Clay, who had resigned his seat in the Senate and re- 
tired to private life with a determination never again to 
engage in the tarmoil of political strife, was induced by a 
lofty spirit of patriotism to leave the comforts of home, 
which at his advanced age had become essential to his 
health and repose, to return again to the Senate, once more 
to still the ■elements of an approaching political hui-ricanc 
that threatened to sweep eveiy thing of valno in .our insti- 
tutions before it. The result you well know to have been 
the adoption of the Compromise Measures of 1850. 

The adoption of these mciisurea of compromise was hard- 
ly a less staggering blow struck at the wicked aims of this 
reckless and disloyal party than that struck by General 
Jackson in 1833, even at the moment that they had indulged 
in the insane fancy that the time had arrived for a bold out- 
bi'eab into open revolution. But discomforted and dis- 
heartened as they were, the leaders did not lose their cour- 
age, for they were always a bold, daring, and desperate set 
of men, who had set their hearts on the destruction of a gov- 
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erumenl that they saw must soon pass from cutler theii- 
control. The etaniiard of rebellion was r^sed, and they 
called a Southern Convention, to be held at Nashville, for 
the purpose of resisting by force the measures which had 
been adopted ; bat the loyalty of the people had not then 
been sufficiently corrupted to encourage an open outbreak. 
Kevertheless, the secession flag was raised in most of the 
Cotton States. In Mississippi, General Quitman was the se- 
cession candidate for governor, and the Mr. Henry S. Footo 
now a member of the Confederate Congress, and the con- 
stant eulogist of his then opponent, and as active a cham- 
pion of secession as is to be found in all the South, was tho 
Union candidate. He boldly repudiated and denied the 
right of a state to secede, denounced it as treason, and in a 
short time Davis was driven from the field. Jefi". Davis 
supplied his place, but the people of Mississippi triumphant- 
ly sastaioed Footb, and be was elected governor by a lai'ge 
majority. The same flag was also raised in Georgia nudcr 
the lead of the then Governor M'Donotigh. Howell Cobb, 
late Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and 
now a general of the Confederate Army, was the Union 
candidate ; he also denounced secession as treason, and was 
likewise trinmphantly sustained by the people of Georgia. 

The party seeing these overwhelming indications of de- 
termined hostility to the doctrine of secession, and of the 
popularity of tho measures they had so persistently op- 
posed, wheeled to the right about, claimed the compromises 
as their own, went into convention to nominate a candi- 
date for the Presidency, and adopted a platfoi-m, pledging 
themselves nnequivocaliy to a faithful support of the meas- 
ures they had thus resisted. 

This it was necessary they should do to giro thera a 
ghost of a chance to elect a Democratic President ; and fov 
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that end they were prepared, as they always had been, to 
do any thing dpemed requisite to their success. This was 
thoii" solemn pledge to the people of the United States; 
how far they adhered to this pledge, after they had de- 
luded and cheated the people into a trust to their sincerity 
and honesty, will be seen in the sequel, ^ But upon this 
pledge to the nation they set up Mr. Franklin Pierce, of 
New Hampshire, a man unknown to fame, a man, for such 
a position, of absolute obscurity, a man without talents, 
without firmness, withouE reputation, without popularity or 
influence, as tho Democratic candidate for the Presidency 
against General Scott, whom they charged with being un- 
safe, and unsound, and not to be trusted on tho measures 
of compromise ; and, by hard ewoariug, they succeeded in 
perauadiug the great ma.sse3 of the Southern people that this 
New England pettifogger was more to be relied on for the 
protection of Southern rights and Southem institutions than 
General Scott, a native born Virginian, who was not only 
bom and raised in the midst of slavery, but whose whole 
property and interests were located here in Virginia, and 
who had a most enlarged national reputation — one, indeed, 
that extended throughout the world, and who was known 
to have been extremely active and efficient in Washington 
in procuring the passage of the Compromises of 1850. 

THE EXTREMISTS OF BOTH SECTIONS UNriED IN ACTION. 

It is a circumstance not to be overlooked here, that 
throughout the period that these measures were before Con- 
gress, the extreme men of both sections, to wit, the North- 
ern Abolitionists and the Southern Secedera and "Fire-eat- 
ers," as they were called, uniformly and invariably acted 
and voted together. In iJtustration of this, I wilJ mention 
an amusing incident that occurred at the Exchange Hotel 
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in Rieljmond. Shortly after tbo passage of these measures, 
the celebrated John P. Halo, senator from Kcw Hampshire, 
came to Eichmoiid. 1 happened to bo present ivith the 
late Caleb Jones — a near neighbor and friend, although a 
violent Democrat, ivith whom I had walked to the Ex- 
change — when the Northern cars arrived, and Mr. Hale en^ 
tered the room. After the usual salutations, Jones said, 
" Why, Sale, ain't you afraid to come to Eichmond f" 
Hale, who affected sai'priae and nneasinesa, looking around 
the room, in which there were quite a number of persons, 
replied, " Well, I don't know ; is there any danger in my 
coming hero? Don't Mason come to Richmond? Don't 
Hunter come to Richmond ? Don't Seddon come to Rich- 
mond ? And if they can come, can't I come also, for I voted 
■with tMm all the winter ? If they gave Southern votes, so 
did I ; and if I gave Northern votes, so did they ; and don't 
you think what is sauce for the goose should also be sauce 
for the gander ?" This happy retort on the part of Hale 
not only discomfited poor Jones (who was a warm politic- 
al friend and supporter of these three gentlemen), but com- 
pletely turned the laugh of the whole company, Whigs and 
Democrats, who recognized the truth of what he had said, 
upon Jones, who joined in the laugh, but, as he told me aft- 
erward, he never enjoyed one so little, for there was more 
truth than poetry in the answer. 



S OBJECT IN VIEW. 

It is curious to inquire how and why it happened that 
for so long a time these two extremes were thus found in 
active co-operation, voting side by side with each other, 
and on that particular subject upon which the greatest an- 
tagonism existed. The solution is simple: these two par- 
ties were always alike in favor of constant and eternal agl- 
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LaLioD, aud alike opposed to all cooipromise or HeUlcmGiit 
of the qiiestious arising out of tlie slavery issue. Thg Abo- 
litionists relied on agitation aud exoitement to make prose- 
lytes to their cause, ■while the Secession ieta thought that, 
by keeping this subject alive in Congress, and wherever 
else it could be introduced, the fears of our people would 
become the more susceptible, and their passions more easily 
aroused, aud the way be thus paved for ultimate disunion. 
These Southern men never cared for disunion, nor desired 
it, except as a necessary means of retaining power in the 
government; nor would they have tolerated it as long as 
they could hold that power ia their own h.inds; and after 
all the New England States became anti-Democratic, thus 
presenting an insuperable barrier to the permanency of their 
power, a new idea presented itself to their imaginations, 
which was a partial disunion, and that was to be effected 
by sloughing off the New England States, not because they 
were more thoroughly imbued with Abolition than Ohio 
and other Western States, but that they were more cer- 
tainly anti-Demo cratie in their proclivities. 

In like manner the extreme Abolitionists were anxious 
for a partial dissolution ; their object was to get rid of the 
institution of sla(-ery, and they were willing to do any thing 
that would drive the Ootton States off, into which all the 
slaves of the Border States, as they thought, would soon 
find their way. Thus, and for these objects, the question of 
slavery was used as a foot-bal!, or, rather, as a shuttle-cock, 
with which the political game of battle-door was played by 
these two extremes — extreme in their folly and fanaticism; 
extreme in their disregard of all other views than their 
own; extreme in their iitter disregard of all constitutional 
obligations ; extreme in their disloyalty to the gOTemment ; 
estreinc in their general disturbance of the public tranqiii!- 
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lity and safety; extreme in tlieir extravagance and vio- 
lence, and extreme in their hatred and contempt of each 
other. And now, I will venture on one other prediction, 
and that is, that if a proposition shall ever he made by the 
South for a restoration of peace, it will be osie hased, if not 
in direct terms, at least upon the idea of a restoration of 
power to the Democratic party by throwing off the New 
England States, or something else that will insure their fu- 
ture triumph. 



SECESSIONISTS liECOME T 

It was during the progress of the events I have here 
related as part and parcel of the designs entertained by the 
Democracy, that the various expeditions for the violent 
seizure of Cuba were gotten up, which at last terminated so 
fatally for both leader and men in the memorable landing 
of Lopez upon that island. That expedition was to liave 
been led on by the late General Qaitman, a violent seces- 
sionist, although a man of Northern Mrth, hut for some rea- 
son he declined it, and the command fell upon the unfortu- 
nate Lopez, who lost his life in the cause of Southern De- 
mocracy. So, too, was the repeated defiance and utter con- 
tempt of all law and treaty obligations for the suppression 
of the African slave-trade, which was but part and parcel 
of the same scheme for agitation and excitement, and for 
creating a still deeper feeling of opposition and hostility on 
the part of the North toward the South. Nobody at the 
present day can believe for a naoment that these secession- 
ists ever desired the revival of the African slave-trade, for 
the pui'pose of introdudng a set of naked, worthless, and 
degraded kidnapped barbarians on their plantations, and at 
the moment, too, when they affected to believe that the 
safety of the South required an outlet through Texas, and 
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at a later day thvough Kansas, for an overgrown and re- 
dundant slave population, except for tho object of agitation 
and excitement on ttie negro question that was to set the 
North and South farther and farther apart. 

In liko manner, and for the same purpose, were all those 
expeditions on the part of General William Walker to Nic- 
aragua gotten up, in defiance of all the laws and obligations 
of neutrality, amity, and good neigLbovliood, and which ex- 
cited the indignatioQ of all conservative men at home, and 
the hostility and disquiet of all abvoad. 



TDE SOUrnEEN COJIWEBCIAL CONVENTIONS. 

Then, too, came the Sputhern Commercial Conventions, 
composed chiefly, though not entirely, of Southern seces- 
sionists (for their objects ivere not universally known), 
which conventions never did, and never were designed to 
do any thing more than bring together every year snch a 
body of politicians and secessionists as would enable them 
to make their organization more complete and more perfect 
for dissolution, whenever the proper time anived that it 
was necessary for the perpetuation of their power. To be 
sure, in their open, daily meetings, they would make gran- 
diloquent speeches for the Southern papers on Southern 
commerce, direct trade, and commercial independence, what 
a great country the South would make, etc., etc. ; but that 
was the last you would hear of Southern direct commerce 
until the year rolled on, and another meeting was held, 
when the same old formula was gone through with. In 
confirmation of what I say on this subject, let me call your 
attention to what the Richmond Mcaminer, one of the lead- 
ing organs of that party, said but a few days ago, to wit, on 
the 27th of this month (October 27, 1861). In comment- 
ing on the proceedings of the late meeting of the Southern 
E 2 
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Commercial Couveiition in Macon, the editor said, "We 
liad supposed that the mission of this and other kindred po- 
litical conventicles ■would be fulfilled by the '■fait accora- 
%Af (accomplished fact) of secession," etc. — thus showing 
that secession was, at least in the opinion of that editor, 
who was thoroughly in the confidence of the party, and 
cognizant of all their proceedings and actions, tho only ob- 
ject that tliey had met to consider and digest. I myself 
attended one or two of these conventions as a delegate from 
the city of Richmond — one especially at Memphis, at which 
I satisfied myself thoroughly of the disorganizing and dan- 
gerous character of these meetings, and camo home with a 
determination never to attend another. 

THE cai;m befoee the etoem. 
Bnt to come back to the more regular, open, and distinct 
proceedings of the party. I had brought you down to 1852, 
and the platfoiTn of that year. At this time every question 
of difficulty between the Korth and the South had been ad- 
justed ; there was not left one inch of territory abont 
which a dispute could arise ; harmony was happily and 
rapidly being restored to the country ; tho Korthern parly, 
it is true, every where complained of the rigor and harsh- 
ness of some of the features of tho Fugitive Slave Law, such 
as that which authorized the marshal of the district to call 
to his aid any citizen or citizens to assist him, not in vindi- 
cating the offended law, which was about to be resisted by 
a mob in an attempt to rescue a slave already in his custo- 
dy, but to enable him to catch a runaway slave, which they 
said, and said truly, was the exaction of a distasteful and 
degrading duty to which no Southern man was subjected 
at home. Such a provision should never have been there. 
It ought to have been, and, under the bitter state of feeling 
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daily growing up between the masses of the two seotious, 
■woald have been modifiecl. It was put there at the in- 
stance of a senator from this state, Mr. James M. Masou, 
one of the principal of the secession party in Congress ; 
whether for the purpose of forcing the North to defeat the 
passage of the bill, and thereby getting up additional excite- 
ment on that subject in the South, or of defeating the whole 
batch of compromises, or of inviting resistance to the exe- 
cution of the law, is a secret confined, perhaps, to his own 
breast. 



DEATH OF JOHN C 

Shortly after the passage of the Compromise Measures 
Ml'. Calhoun died, leaving as a legacy to his Southern 
friends, in a speech carefully prepared, which he was too 
feeble to deliver, but which was read to the Senate at his 
request by this same Mr. James M. Mason, of Virginia, con- 
taining a recommendation for the establishment of two re- 
publics, or else a " dual government," with two I'residtnits — 
one for the SoGth and the other for the Worth, under the. 
same republic : a speech so filled with gall and treason to- 
ward his government that it was a matter of astonishment 
to many that the Senate should have permitted it to have 
been read in their presence, and in the halls of legislation. 
Mr. Clay and Mr. Webster, the two great leaders of the 
Union party, soon followed Mr. Calhoun to the grave ; so 
that when M:r. Pierce succeeded to power, and was inaugu- 
rated in March, 185S, the Union party in the South was 
without a head or - acknowledged leader in their ranks. 
Jealousy and distrust of each other rendered the efibrts of 
all who were fit to lead inoperative and useless ; there was 
no concert of action, no harmony, and no confidence; and 
any political party without a Icadci- will as certainly become 
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disorganized and demoraliKed, as will an army in tbe field 
withont commanders. The "Whig party thus situated, with- 
out a head, soon became thoroughly demoralized, and, con- 
tequently, many of its prominent politicians thoroughly de- 
mooiatizcd It would he useless hero to enumerate those 
w ho, at this period, went over to the strong party, or the 
piity in power, to look for a softer place on which to rest 
than they had been aHe to find in the ranks of their old as- 
sociates. Some pretended that it was because General 
Scott was nominated, others because Mr.Fillmore — who had 
made a "model President," as all parties in the South, se- 
cessionists included, represented him to be, because he sent 
Federal troops to Boston to enforce the law upon the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts — was not nominated. But there is not 
wanting a pretext when a politician resolves npon a change ; 
a reason is one thing ivhich it is sometimes difficult to fur- 
nish, but none of that class are ever at a loss for an excuse. 
With them it may traly be said. Where t/iei-e's a loill therms 
always a way. Now, as I approach the most important pe- 
riod in the progress of secession, allow me to go back a lit- 
tle, and indulge in a slight repetition of what I have already 
gone over. Ton will not have forgotten the platform of 
the party to which I have already referred, and upon which 
Mr. Pierco was elected, by which they pledged themselves 
" to adhere to a faithful eseention of the acts known as the 
Compromise Measures, settled by the Congress of 1850," 
and declaring "that all efforts of the Abolitionists or others 
to induce Congress to interfere with the question of slavery, 
or to take incipient steps in relation thereto, were calculated 
to lead to the most alarming and dangerona consequences ; 
and that all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to di- 
minish the happiness of the people, and endanger the sta~ 
hilitij and permanency of the Union, and ought not to 
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Tho WLig pavty, in their platform, dcclareil aa follows: 
" We deprecate all farther agitation of the question thus 
settled as dangerous to ouv peace, aud will discountenance 
all efforts to continue or renew such agitation whenever, 
wherever, or however the attempt may he made ; and we 
will msuntain this system as essential to the nationality of 
the Whig party and the integrity of the XTnion." These 
■were portions ani3 the principal features in the platform of 
the two parties upon which they went before the coun- 
try, both pledged in the most unequivocal ami solemn man- 
ner against taking any incipient steps in relation to the far- 
ther agitation of the slavery qaestion. Mi-. Pierce was elect- 
ed by a most overwhelming majority; General Scott got 
only eight electoral votes. The Whig paity, who had lent 
their aid in breaking doii'n the Mi-isouri Compromise, ex- 
hibited such a want of strength in this election that many 
of weak knees, weaker neviei, and still weaker principles 
and softer brains, grew tired of ^^Olkmg in a minority, and, 
like rats in a sinking ship, began at once to look about for 
better quarters. 

UNION WHIGS TUKN DEMOCKATIC SECESSIONISTS. 

With the great triumph they had just achieved in the 
election of Mr.Pierce, and the great accession to their ranks 
from their old opponents, the Toombs's, Stephens's, Faulk- 
ners, and many others of less prominence and weight, the 
Democratic party ran wild and riotous in the exuberance 
of their overgrown power, and yet, with all their strength, 
they knew that, without some new issue on the slavery 
question, the continuance of their power was of great nncei-- 
tainty. 
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Now I beg you to recollect what I Lave already said, that 
at tills time there was no territory within the jurisdiction 
of the United States over whicli it was possible to get up a 
quarrel, or excitement. All the territory acquired by the 
treaty for Louisiana had been settled by the Compromise 
of 1820, which had stood undisturbed for thirty odd years, 
until it had become as sacred in the eyes of the whole na- 
tion as a part of the Constitution itself. The Legislature 
of this state had in 1847 declared, by a vote of 117 to 13, 
that " any attempt to interfere with that Compromise would 
he just cause for a dissolution of the Union, and would bo 
resisted at all hazards, and to the last extremity ;" and tho 
feelmg in this state was no stronger in favor of that healing 
measure of peace than in other portions of the country 
Horth and South ; and all the temtory acquired by tiio war 
with Mexico, extending from the Louisiana purchase to the 
Pacific Ocean, was provided for and settled by the Com- 
promises of 1850. 

I'lIE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 

Thus yoa will see that all causes of dissension had been 
removed ; old sores were fast healing up ; the occasional re- 
sistance to the Fugitive Slave Law alone furnishing ground 
of complaint. The constitutionality of that law was tested 
before the proper tribunals in several of the states, and in 
every instance judgment was pronounced in favor of the 
law ; the people of the North were fast becoming recon- 
ciled to it, or at least opposition to its execution was on the 
decline, and with a modification of the obnoxious features 
to which I have already adverted, and which did not add 
at all to its efficiency, would in another year have ceased 
altogether, except with a handful of the most violent and 
mischievous of the Abolitionists, who could of tliemselves 
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tave offered no serious obstacle to its faithful execu- 

Evcry tiling had so far quieted down that John P. Hale, 
senator from New Hampshire, declared " OtMld's occ^tpa- 
tion's gone/" he retired from the Senate and set np a law 
office in Wall Street, IJew York, and every patriot in the 
land rejoiced at the prospect of peace between the differ- 
ent sections of the country, and at the final settlement of 
this disturbing question of slavery that had been a source 
of constant irritation and excitement in tlie public counoila 
for thirty years. 

But this was just precisely the state of things that did 
not suit the Democracy. They did not want guiet; they 
wauled exciiesnerd. They did not want the queBtion of 
slavery to sleep ; they wanted agitation. They did not 
want peace ; they wanted loar. They did not want Union, 
unaccompanied with tlio power of the goverament in their 
own hands ; they wanted secession and Southern independ- 
ence, where their power would be perpetual. Therefore it 
was again necessary to elect a Democj-atic President in '56, 
or the Union must be dissolved. Do you douht this? 
Call them to the bar, and let them testify on oath whether 
this was their deliberate, determined purpose or not; let 
them iniwer to in injured and deeply -wronged people 
whethei the pei petu'^tion of powei m their own bauds hT< 
not been the whole and ^ole cause of th ^ mfeinal a a 
which will cost the Southtm people everj thing included 
not less thin fiom sis to ten thousand milhons of dolhrs 
before they get through with it to sa} nothing of four oi 
five bundled thoiisiud lives th'it will be lost and ho\ 
much moie the loid only kcoi^a if tie punoiplcs of De 
mocncy is a^phel to pooi feeble MLiico should he c\ 
tended to them, of " indemnity for the past and security for 
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tlie future," to cover tbo whole expenses of the war on the 
part of the United States. What have they themselves told 
us for the last twenty years? Has there been a Demoerat- 
ic paper published in the South — has there heea a Demo- 
cratic speaker on the stump within that period that has not 
wrung it into our ears over and over again, "that it was 

NECBSSAKT TO SiLKCT A DemOCEAT TO SAVE THE TTnION ?" 

which it is now manifest meant nothing more nor less, in 
plain English, than this, " that whenever the hoUot-ho'x fails 
to secure us onr aeeustomed triumph, we will resort to the 
carind{/e-hox for our deliverance; and that secession, re- 
bellion, and treason will ail be encountered, rather than sur- 
render the power we have so long ei^joyed and abused." 



THE DEMOCKAOY TO EULB, OE DISUNION TO FOLLOW. 

The people could not be made to believe it. Nobody 
took it for any thing else than an attempt to frighten the 
weak-minded and timid into their support; they did not 
believe any party base enough, bad as they knew this par- 
ty to be, to commit such a deed for such a purpose, nor 
did they believe that they had the power, if they had the 
will; they did not believe that that old Whig consei-vative 
XJnion element in the South, and in thia state particularly, 
could either be seduced or driven into such a measure at 
the dictation of a mob as we have since seen it done with 
onr own eyes. There has been no time within the last 
twelve years that the leaders have not been prepared for it 
on a failure to elect their candidate. They dared not tiy it 
with General Taylor, for he was a Southern man, and a large 
slaveholder, although every where denounced as an Ab- 
olitionist, nor had they any confidence in his Whiggery. 
TJiey would not have dared to try the experiment if Gen- 
eral Scott had been eleeted, because he too was a Southern 
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man of koowQ conservative views. But the leaders wei'e 
not only rife for it in '56, if Fremont had been elected, but 
I see no reason to doubt that the same course of events 
might not have been carried out then as now. 

DEVELOPMENT OP THE CONSPIRACY. 

They all say they were Union men until Lincoln issued his 
proclamation, but this I have shown to be false. This proc- 
lamation was for the protection of the Capitol at Washing- 
ton and of his own life, -which they would have taken in 
three weeks if he had not made the call, the design being 
to employ a body of men collected from New York, New- 
ark, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Alexandria, Rich- 
mond, Petersbarg, and Norfolk, headed by two leading raen 
of the South — one from Texas, who has since been slain in 
battle, and the other from Virginia, who has never taken 
the chances of being slain, I l:new at least that this was 
the opinion of 'Mr.Lincoln when he issued his proclamation, 
for I was cognizant of the communication that was made 
to him on this sabjoct ; for when I left the city of Washing- 
ton on the day the proclamation was issued, the windows of 
a portion of the Treasury building had already been barri- 
caded. Of these facts, no doubt, abundant proof will be 
found hereafter.* 

* Not. 5, 1863. — Sncli proof now begins to leak out; and in confirma- 
lion of tvbat I have sniil, I laia the following eiJitorial pamgiapli from the 
Eicbmona Sentinel (the recognized organ of the adminiatrntion) of Nov. 
2, 1868, edited by a Mr. Smith, who in 1860, '61, conducted a secession 
journal in Alexandiia, and may well be supposed to have been in the SB- 
creta of the plot. The Sentinel sayB, "Indeed a formidable organiziition 
existed all the winter in Baltimove and the coantiea adjacent to Wnah- 
inglon, having for its olgect the capture of that dly, the seianra of the 
govemment officers, and the innugnrntion of a provisional government in 
the iiiterosls of the Soutli. Such a step ivoulil have given the Sonth the 
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But this was not all. Mr. Jefferson Davis liacl boastfully 
threatened " that tlic Kortli should smell Southern powclei-, 

commiind of tlio United States Aimy nnd Navy ; it wonld liavo consigned 
the North to anarchy, at least fov a while— perhaps to a eivil war at their 
own doors ; but wiso and politic he was this measure in the eyes of thoao 
mho saw the value of striking the first blow, it was too rash to bo hazard- 
ed until the support of Virginia coiild ba secured, nnd for that theio was 
no chance." 

Hera, then, is a precious confession by it precbns rebel of a eoneerfod 
scheme, not to protect or "defend tiio Sonth from a ruthless, heartless, 
savage invasion by iha Worth," as has since been pretaiidod ; not to thi-ow 
off the yoke "of an inl^leiably oppresave government," and to set np 
nn independent goTcmment for themselvos ^mply, as the people havo 
been made to believe, but here it is openly avowed that there was a for- 
midable orgfvnizatiofl to captme the Capitol of the naljon, to depose the 
lawfully-elected President of the country, and inaugurate a provisional 
goveiTunont in the interests of the South, by which tliey wete to have se- 
cured the army nnd navy of the United States, and to have involved tlio 
North in a dvil war at home among themselves, while Southern Democ- 
racy reveled in the enjoyment of the spoils derived froni their own hellish 
treason, from the consequences of which tliey now shrink, nnd piteously 
whine that "all thta/ ask is to be lei alotie." 

Now I may as well say here that this whole scheme wns fully devel- 
oped to me on the 8th of April, 1861, by General James Wilson, with 
whom I had formeily served in Congress — a gentleman of the highest 
respeotahility, to whom it had been disclosed by one of the parties impli- 
cated, as being a paii of the plan of operations contemplated by the out- 
side Convention which met in the city of Eichmond on tho IGth of April, 
'SI. General Wilson, who now resides in Califoniia,oiontioned these facts 
to me that I might communicate them to the government, which I did 
without loss of time ; I went at once td Mr. Lincoln, to whom I made the 
communication, and, Rt his request, I rode immediately to the residence 
of General Seott, who ivss then engaged in planning defenses for the 
city, and laid all the facts before him. Wiien, therefore, upon the fall of 
Sumter (which it might well be supposed would precipitate the contem- 
plated attack on Washington), I saw the proclamation of Mr. Lincoln 
calling for the seventy-Gvo thousand troops, it was not unnatural to coa- 
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and feel Southern steel." BIr. Walker, tiie Secretary ofWar, 
at Montgomery, on the night of the fall of Fort Sumter, had 
declared in a public epeech that the Confederate flag should 
float over the walla of the Capitol in Washington in less 
than thirty days. Mr. Rohert Toombs had but recently 
before the breaking out of the rebeUion declared in the 
Senate of the United States that the day was not distant 
when ho would be able to call the roll of his slaves at tho 
foot of Bunker Hill Monument. Mr. Henry A. Wise had, 
over and over agsun, insisted upon fighting for "otrn BiGnTs" 
in the JJnion^ which every body seemed puzzled to compre- 
hend ; and it was to this plan that the South was commit- 
ted by their leaders, to possess themselves of Washington, 
seize npon the archives of the nation, get control of the 
army, navy, and treasury, and spread Democracy and slav- 
ery all over the United States ui the event of their success. 
Mr. Lincoln would have been assissmiti-d m 1861 instead 
of 1866 ; and to this plan of opeiations miny of the loading 
JTorthei'n Democrats had pledged their snpport {see the 
speeches of General Ganti), which wonld have developed 
itself at that day but for the rashness and impetuosity of 

dude that tliey n-ere (Icsigned to repel this lawless find ti'caaonable inTa- 
sion of the Capitol of tho natbn. 

The ovevthrow of tUe gOTeraaient of the United Stales, tlie subjugation 
of the Nocth, and the iiaurpatioa of the powers of the government (ly the 
lenders of the Sojithern Domocraey, is llie war ivhich from the first I 
have condemned, and which to the last I shall continue to denounce; 
and foi- ivhich I have incnrted the loss of my personal Ubarty, and the 
odinia and opprobium of the once Union men of the South. Let Ihem who 
are satisfied with tho results up to this time and with the prospects for 
the fnturs continue to lavish their epithets agdnst me ; hut lot all otliera 
Q!t!ieydia-e not approve) at least be silent. Thanks, many thanks Co the 
Sentmel for this open avowal of the purposes of this rebellion. Upon 
whom does it eslahlisU the crime of treason? 
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the Southern loaders, who. precipitated the attack upon Fort 
Sumter, by a declaration made to the people of Charleston 
through their agent and representative, Mr. Roger A. Pry- 
or, on the 10th of April, that upon thefinng of the first gan 
Virginia would go out ; but so startling was the result 
upon the popular mind of the North, that it was more than 
their lives would have been worth for one of these North- 
ern sympathizers and coadjutors at that time to have lent 
snch aid or have expressed such sympathy, which has been 
so freely and fully developed since that time. 

Only a few days after the proclamation, whea Mr. Alex- 
ander II. Stephens came on to Richmond to receive this 
once proud and grand old commonwealth, bound hand and 
foot like a sheep in shambles, to be transferred to the slaugh- 
ter-house of the Montgomery government, wherever he 
stopped on the cars to wood, water, or cat, he addressed 
the people, and his whole address consisted of "On to 
Washington," " On to Washington," "On to Washington." 
Yet they were all friends to the Union until a fatal stab 
was made at the mtala " of the Union ;" they were al! 
friends to "the Constitution" until the Constitution was 
trampled down and spit wpon ; they were all friends to 
"the esecntion of the laws" until it became necessary to 
execute them. I know of nothing that could afford a stron- 
ger illustration of this than may be found in a speech deliv- 
ered by Alexander 11. Stephens, of Georgia, in the city of 
Richmond, on the 22d of April last (1861), whea contrasted 
with what this gentlemiin had said only a few weeks before 
in his discussion with Mr. Toombs, and again repeated 
shortly after, with still more force, before the Georgia Con- 
vention. This Richmond speech I append : 
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BPEECn OF ALEXANDER II. STEPHENS AT EICHIIOMD IN IS6I. 

The following is from the Richmond Dispatch of Apiil 
23, 1861 : 



t Stephens. — Last night, at the 
hour of 9 o'cloot, a large number of citizens congregated in 
front of the Exchange Hotel, with tho First Regiment band, 
and serenaded the Hon. Alexander H. Stephens, Vice-presi- 
dent of the Confederate States of America. The distin- 
guished gentleman was introduced to the throng by Mayor 
Mayo, and received with hearty cheers. In response, Mr. 
Stephens returned his ackDowledgraents for the warmth of 
the personal greeting, and his most profound thanks for it 
as the representative of the Confederate States. He spoke 
of the rejoicing the secession of Virginia had caused among 
her Southern sisters. Her people would feel justified if 
they could hear it as he had. He would not speak of the 
states who were out, but those who were in. North Caro- 
lina was out, and did not know exactly how she got out. 
The fires that were blazing here he had seen all along his 
track from Montgomery to Richmond. At Wilmington, 
North Carohna,he had counted on one street twenty flags 
of the Confederate States. 

The news from Tennessee was equally cheering; there 
the mountains were on fire. Some of the states still hesi- 
tated, but soon all would be in. Tennessee was no longer 
in the late ITnion, She was out by rcsolationa of her pop- 
ular assemblies in Memphis and other cities. Kentucky 
would soon be out. Her people were moving. Missouri — 
who could doubt the stand she would take when her gov- 
ernor, in reply to Lincoln's insolent proclamation, had said, 
"You shall have no troops for the furtherance of your ille- 
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gal, uiKiliristiao, and diabolical schemes?" Missouri will 
soon add another star to the Southern galaxy. Whcro 
Maryland is yon all know. The first Southern blood had 
been shed on her soil, and Virginia would never stand idly 
by and see her citizens shot down. The cause of Ealtimore 
■was the cause of the whole South. He said the cause we 
were engaged in was that which attached people to the 
old Constitution of tlie late Uaited States — it waa the causo 
of civil, religious, and constitutional liberty. Many of us 
looked at that Constitution as the anchor of safety. In 
Georgia the people had been attached to the previous Un- 
ion, but the Constitution which governed it was framed by 
Southern talent and understanding. Assaults had been . 
made on it ever since it was established ; lately a latitudiu- 
ous construction had been made by the North, while we of . 
the South sought to interpret it as it was — advocating strict 
construction, state rights, the right of the people to rule, 
etc. He spoke of all the fifteen Sonthern States as advocat- 
ing this construction. To violate the principles of the Con- 
stitution was to initiate revolution, and the Northern States 
had done this. . 

The Constitution framed at Montgomery discarded the 
obsolete ideas of tho old Constitntion, but had preserved 
its better portion, with some modifications suggested by the 
experience of the past, and it had been adopted by the Con- 
federate States, who would stand to it. The old Constitu- 
tion had been made an engine of power to crush out lib- 
erty, that of the Confederate States to preserve it. Tho 
old Constitution was improved in our hands, and those liv- 
ing under it had, liko tho phoenix, risen from the ashes. 
The revolution lately begun did not affect alone property, 
but liberty. Ho alluded to Lincoln's call for seventy-five 
thonsand voUmteere, and said he could find no authority in 
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the old Constitution for such a flagrtiiit abuse of power. 
His second proclamation had stigmatized as piratea all wlio 
sailed in letters of marque ; this waa also in violation of the 
Constitution, which alone gave Congress that power. What 
had the friends ofliherty to hope for? Beginning in iisui-p- 
ation, where would he end ? Ton were, however, said he, 
no longer under the rule of this tyrant. With strong arms 
and stout hearts, you have now resolved to stand in defense 
of liberty. The Confederate States had but asserted their 
rights. They believed that their rulers derived their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. No one had a 
right to deny the existence of the sovereign right of seces- 
sion. Our people did not want to mcddlo with the North- 
ern States — only wanted the ktter to let them alone. 
When did Virginia ever ask the assistance of the general 
government ? 

If there is sin in onr institutions, we bear the blame, and. 
will stand acquitted by natural law and the higher law of 
the Creator. We stand upon the law of God and nature. 
The Southern States 3id not wish a resort to arms after se- 
eession. Mr. Stephens alluded to the negotiations between 
Major Anderson and the authorities of the Confederate 
States to demonstrate the proposition. History, he said, if 
lightly written, would acquit us of a desire to shed our 
brothers' blood. 

The law of necessity and of right compelled us to act as 
we did. He had rci^on to believe that the Creator smiled 
on it. The Federal flag was taken down without the loss 
of a single life. He believed that Providcnco would be 
with us and bless us to the end. We had appealed to the 
God of battles for the justness of our cause. Madness and 
folly ruled at Washington. Had it not have been so, sev- 
eral of the states would have been in the old Union for a 
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year to come. The gods first made mad those thoy would 
destroy. Maryland would join us, and maybe, ero long, the 
principles that Washington fought for might be again ad- 
ministered in the city that bore his name. Every son of 
the South, from the Potomac to the Rio Grande, should ral- 
ly to the support of Maiyland. If Lincoln quits Washing- 
ton as ignominiously as he entered it, God's will will have 
been accomplished. The argument was now exhausted. 
Be prepared; stand to your arms; defend your wives and 
firesides. He alluded to the momentous consequences of 
the issue involved. Rather than be conquered, let eveiy 
socond man rally to drive back the invader. The conflict 
may be terrible, but the victory will be ours. Vii^gioians, 
said he, you fight for the preservation of your sacred rights 
— the land of Patrick Henry — to keep from desecration the 
tomb of Washington, the graves of Sladison, Jefferson, and 
all you hold most dear. 

Why did not Virginia fly to arms and seize on all the 
United States property within her reach on the proclama- 
tion of Jackson? Lincoln had more cause than Jackson to 
issue a proclamation, for no one threatened to march on 
Washington in Jackson's day. No one had fired into a ves- 
sel sailing under the flag of the United States, as was the 
Star of the West ; no one had seized upon all the arsenals, 
arms, ammunition, mints, custom-houses, post-offices, and 
revenue cutters within their reach; no one had forced one 
of the forts of the United States to lower and dishonor its 
flag; and yet the calling of seventy-five thousand men for 
the immediate protection of the puplic property and public 
men in Washington furnished a ready excuse for all those 
to jump into rebellion who had not the cocrage or manli- 
ness to stay out of it, when tliey ^vere threatened to be 
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tuvued out of doors by a lawless mol) if tbey did not go in 
for it. As the President of the Convention, John Janney, 
Esq., said to a friend of mine, as he left the Convention on 
the day the ordinance was passed, " The proclamation was 
not the cause of secession, it only served as a bridge for the 
Convention to pass over on."* 

* For the follo\nng important Btatistics 1 am indebied to MTlievson'a 
History of the KeboUion, first edition. 

In the jear 1860, Mr.Floyd,thea Secretary of War, sold and Ironsfen-ed 
fiom Northern to Southern arflenals the following anns : 

Sold, 31,610 mnstets, at $2 60 each ; E5,000 do., do., to Belknap, cf 
Texas; and 250,000, at $2 IS each, which Secretary Holt I'efiised to con- 
firm. Of arms transfen'ed fi'om Northern to Southern ai'senals and 
states, there were, cf percussion mnsltets, 105,000; rifles, 10,000; colnm- 
biads ordei'od, 110 ; nod of thirty-two ponnders, II. 

Of property seized by Sonlhem States prior to March 4, 1861, there 
was in Soalh Carolina, iPort Moultrie, Castle Piuckney, tlie United Slates 
Arsenal, with 70,000 stand of arms, with other stores ; post-offices and 
custom-houses, with their contents ; light-house tender, schooner William 
Aiken, steamei' Mmion, etc. The Unitctt States steamer was fired into, 
and Fort Sumter taken, before Mr. Lincoln issued bis proclamation fof 
75,000 men. 

Georgia had seized Forts Fnlnski and Jackson, ai'senal at Augusta, con- 
tfuning two twelve-pound howitzers, two cannon, and 23,000 muskets 
and rifles, large stores of powder, balls, {(rape, etc. They also seized the 
Uaitad States steamer Ida, brig N. B. Kilby, and seven other New York 
vessels, together with tlie Custom-honse, with all the money therein. 

Florida seized the navy yard, Forts Barrancas andM'Eae, Fort Mason, 
and arsenal at St. Angustine ; the Chattahoochee Arsenal, containing. 
600,000 musket-cartridges and 300,000 rifle do. ; 60,000 pounds of pow- 
der, besides coast survey-steamer, etc. 

Alabama had taken Fort Morgan, with 6000 shot and shell ; Monnt 
Vernon Arsenal, with 120,000 stand of arms, 150,000 ponnds of powder, 
and a large amonnt of other munitions of war, and revenue catler Lewis 
Cass. 

li had taken the fort on Ship Island and United States hos- 
e Mississippi Rivw. 
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But this theme is bo fruitful that I find it difficolt to con- 
fine myself to proper limits. Let me get hack to Washing- 

Lmdsiana had taken Forla Jackson and St. Philip, on the Mississippi, 
r P h ai rse Bato P g w h 

10 II ins, h Iz ec di ba 

te 3 lap hale NO 

M dCnsmhtisetagf 3g d h 

as d C ra, me m 

re te B t q rm d mm arj 

Etores to a 'veiy large nmonnt, and the levenue le 6 C U 

reins had taken the United States govevnm to ar te m 

er Texas, T'orts Cliadbouvne and Belknap, F B te 

Dodge, $55,000 in specie, 35,000 stand of ann 
mounted artilleij, fortj-four dismounted do. ; m m is, g 

forage, etc., aniounling to abOQt $1,300,000. 

Arkansas had seized the arsenal at Little P h 3 d 

ai'ms, forty cannon, and large qnnntitiea of amm 

On the 39th of Febrnarj, 1861, four dajs be g 

Mr, Lincoln, by act of the Confederate goreynm 6 P es D is 

was directed to assume control of all military opeiations in the several 
states in rebellion, and was authovized io receive into government service 
snch forces of these states as may be tendered for any time not loss than 
tnolre months, and on the Gth of March was authorized to employ the 
military and naval forces of the Confederate government to the e\.tent of 
100,000 men for tn-elvo months. 

In the spring of ISfll, the Mobile Adver'ttser said, "Dniing the past 
year 183,430 muskets have been quietly transferred from the Noithein 
Arsenal at Springfield ahne to those in the Soathem States We aio 
much obliged to Secretary Floyd for the foresight he has thus displnyed in 
disarming the North and equipping the South for this emergency There 
is no telling the amount of arms and munitions which were sent South 
from NorthoiTi arsenals. There is no doubt timt every niin in the South 
who can carry a gun can be supplied from private or pnblie source' 
Tlie Springfield supply alons would supply all the militia-men in Alabii- 
ma nnd Mississippi." 
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ton iu 1854, wlico, as I said, every patriotic heart was re- 
joicing at the prospect of harmony between Nortli and 
South, because there was nothing for them to quarrel about. 
Yol in the first year of Mr, Plcrco's adminlatration the 
par'ty began to quaiTel among themselves over the spoils, 
and the appoiutmenta in New York had split the Democra- 
cy into the " Hard and Soft Shells," as they were called, 
and they were actually in that short time themselves de- 
moralized and fearfully divided. It became necessary, there- 
fore, to get up another exciting slavery issue for the can- 
vass of '66. For a long time it pazzled their wits to find 
one, but one must he manufactured, and it was done. 

Accordingly, on a certain Sahhath morning, some five or 
six leading secessionists met, whether accidentally or not 
I am not informed, and came to the conclusion that the 
most efficient and only means left of creating excitement 
and agitation, and of stiri-ing up the worst passiona of the 
multitude in sectional controversy, and of preparing an en- 

On tha 13tU of April, 18G1, on tlie day of the fall ofFort Suinter, and 
tivo dnjH before tlio proclamation of Mr. tineoln, the Eichmond Inquirer 
published tha following article, " AttenUon, VolnntoorB ! Nothing is more 
probable than that Presideot DavJa will soon maieh an triaj through 
North Curolina and Vu'ginia to Washington ; those of our volunteers who 
desire to join the Southenl Armj, as it shall pass through our borders, 
had better organize at once for that purpose, and keep their army ac- 
coutrements, nniforms, ammunilJon, and knapsacia in constant readl- 

And it *a3 after these most cslensire robbories of public praperty, and 
Gtiil more extensive preparations for invading the Capitol at Washington 
— of taking possession of the archives of the government, and spreading 
Democracy and elnv o o o mhole country — that the most estraordi- 
nary consle nation wa p odnced on the public mind, and which ran 
every body e aij nhen M Lincoln called for seventy-five thousand 
men for hio n o e o d the safety of the Capitol and all ifs nr- 
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teriiig wodgo which would sooner or later enable them to 
Split the Union in twain, ■would be the repeal of the Mis- 
sonri Compromise, the first in the long series of compromises 
whicli had been received throughout the South at the time 
of its adoption as a great Southern triumph, which had be- 
come sanctified by the lapse of a third of a century, and had 
become consecrated In the hearts of the people. The result 
has shown that they calculated wisely as to the effect to be 
prodaced; for out of this iniquitous step has grown all our 
troubles, and the universal ruin that awaits us ; and few gave 
more efiicient aid to this outrage than the two senators 
Messrs. Mason and Hmiter, whose state had jaat before de- 
clared that " such an act" would be just cause for a disso- 
lution of the Union, and would be resisted " at aU hazards, 
and to the last extremity." 

Let it be borne in mind that, out of thirty millions of peo- 
ple, not one human being outside of the political circles in 
Washington had murmured or complained ; not a single 
application from any quarter had arisen to justify this most 
unwarraotable and flagitious movement. 

THE EEPEAL OF THE laSSOUEI COMPEOMISE. 

In the afternoon of that same Sabbath, these half dozen 
gentlemen waited on Mr. Pierce to communicate the result 
of their deliberations, and to represent to him the import- 
ance of the measure as a means of securing a Democratic 
triumph in '56. He dechned to receive them, alleging that 
he did not transact political business on the Sabbath — so at 
least ran the gossip of Washington at that day, which also 
gave assurance that there were other "potent influences" 
besides those of a devotional nature that forbade the inter- 
view. Be this as it may, great, but temporary offense only, 
it was said, was given by this procrastination of a day ; and 
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when the visit was repeated on the nest day, aud tlie sub- 
ject was broached, Mr. Pierce was said to bave 'beeQ very- 
decided in his opposition ; his organ, the Union, certainly 
took very strong ground against it, but, of course, when it 
was made clear to his mind that this measure of abomina- 
tion was indispensable to the success of the Democratic nom- 
ination in '56, which he hoped, and, perhaps, did not doubt 
would fall on his own shoulders, at least as a reward for his 
acquiescence, It did not require mnch time or labor to re- 
move his objections; the temptation was too strong; he 
could wait no longer ; he acquiesced, and toot the matter 
under his own especial charge and management. At the 
same time, ft was necessary to win over the "Little Giant 
of the West," the late Stephen A. Douglas, without whose 
co-operation, not only as Chairman of the Committee on 
Territories, but as the loader of a veiy formidable wing of 
the Democracy, there was no hope of its passage. To him, 
also, was the glittering prize of a nomination held up as a 
reward for any disinterested sacrifice he might make in tlio 
premises; the temptation was too strong for him too; he 
could resist no longer, and swallowed at one gulp all that 
he had so often committed himself to in the most unequiv- 
ocal terms on the subject of this compromise; he became a 
competitor with Mr. Pierce, and it was from that time a 
struggle between the two which should play the most 
prominent part in the -gi'oat drama that was to result in 
the bloodiest, most destructive, and costly civO war known 
to ancient or modern times. 

There is much of this that, in the nature of things, there 
is no record proof to be found, but I give yon what was 
generally spoken of in the political circles of Washington at 
that time — eveiy where received as true and authentic, and 
which has never, to my knowledge, been denied, and which 
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aftev ciretim stances fully sustained. The occasion was too 
important, tlie opportunity too favorable for the selfishneBa 
of the greedy and hnngiy leaders of tlie .old Whig party, 
now thoroughly demoralized in every sense, not to make 
themselves acceptable to the Democracy, In a body as 
one man, or like automatons moved by machinery, they aU 
fell into line, and went to work ■with all their might and 
main, in season and out of season, to aid in tiiis mischiev- 
ons, wicked, nefarious wort. 

JOHN BELL, OF TENNESSEE. 

There was one man who has the credit of having resisted 
it, but it is not so ; and that was John Bell, of Tennessee. 
The running debate between liimself aocl Mr. Toombs in 
the Senate will show that he attended their secret caucus- 
es, and gave them all the aid and comfort he could impart. 
He had the will, but not the eonrage to face the storm that 
was rising up not only in the Kortb, bnt in his own State 
of Tennessee, through the combined efforts of those of his 
colleagues in the House, Etheridgo, Cullom, find Euiig. 

"He was prepared to vote with his friends on the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise on the ground of its unconsti- 
tutionality, but was not exactly prepared to vote for that 
bill because it violated our treaty obligations with the In- 
dians;" this was repeated several times in my hearing dur- 
ing his speech on the bill, though possibly not to be found 
in his published speech, which did not appear for some iive 
or sis weeks after its delivery, when the Kortbern storm 
had nearly reached its height, and it was found to ho a 
dangerous experiment for any aspiring politician to face it ; 
and for this, as well as for his unsuccessful efforts to dodge 
the final vote, this gentleman was afterward honored with 
a nomination for the Presidency «pon the platform of " The 
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Union, tie OoiiBtitution, and tlie Enforcement-of the Laws." 
The nominatioo he accepted, the platform he adopted, and 
stood firmly upon it while there was a hope that it ivonld 
lead him into office ; but the moment it failed to do that, he 
kicked the platform from nndei' his feet, and was among 
the first to join in breaking down the Union, trampling 
npon the Constitution, and resisting, by a resort to civil 
war, the enforcement of the laws ; and for this man I was 
fool enough to vote (for which God forgive rue), and I la- 
bored for his success day and night, because I thought if he 
was unselfish in nothing else, and v^as poUticaUi/ to be re- 
lied on for nothing else, he was to be trusted for hia devo- 
tion to the Union ; and I owe an apology now, which is 
hore tendered to all those whom I may hare misled on this 
isubject aa I was misled myself. 

Bat I was misled by Mr. Bell himself, who, in a speech 
delivered in Memphis in August, 18S9, had said, "I am will- 
ing to co-operate with the Black Republicans of the North 
for the sake of preserving this government and perpetua- 
ting the American Union, I am willing to co-operate with 
the corrupt and profiigate leaders of tbo Democracy to ac- 
complish the same desirable object." It was such language 
aa this that secured hira the confidence of the friends of the 
Union. It was such sentiments as these that secured him 
the nomination and support of the Union party of the ' 
United States ; and yet, in less than one year from the time 
he made that speech, he was found actively co-operating 
with these same corrupt and profligate leaders of Democ- 
racy to destroy the Union. 

nisTOBY or THE Missoma cojiPitoinsE. 

As several generations have passed away, and others 

sprung up to supply their places, and millions of the foreign 
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popuIatioE have sought a home upoE our shores sincQ the 
adoption of the Missouri Compromise in 1820, it is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that the number of our people who 
understand the nature of this memorable compact between 
the North and the South is quite limited, and in this view 
it is deemed important that the history of this Compromise, 
and its repeal as the proximate cause of the war, should be 
given in this letter ; and I know of no more convenient 
form in which it can be given than by copying here what I 
said in what is known as my African Charch speech, deliv- 
ered in 1856. The present is a propitious time for its close 
study. Speaking of the Democrats, I said, 

"They have made the issue for themselves, and I stand 
here to-night ready to address an argument to you, the 
people of Richmond, and through you to the people of the 
state, inclnding persons of all parties whose minds are open 
to conviction, and who are unprejudiced and impartial— to 
thpse who ai-e anxious, at least willing to ascertain the true 
condition of things in'thie country, and to be governed by 
their convictions. 

"All arguments are thrown away upon those benighted, 
ignorant, and besotted partisans who prefer party to coun- 
try ; but if there are any here of the Democratic party, or 
of any other party, whose minds arc open to conviction, 
and who prefer their country to their party, I think I may 
say, that before I have concluded, if they will give me their 
patient attention, I will show them that, instead of coming 
forward with a boldness and audacity, defying all shame, 
singing that sweet siren song which we have heard period- 
ically for the last twenty years of- help us to save the Un- 
ion' this Democratic party would bow their heads in shame, 
and ask forgiveness for the past, and more especially would 
they ask forgiveness of the South, and, like honest men and 
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palriota, if there was patriotism among them, they ■would 
acknowledge their incapacity to administer the government 
with credit to themselves or advantage to the country, and 
ask to be relieved of the responsibilltica resting npon them. 

" They have said that the great issue in this contest was, 
and shoiild be, tho repeaJ of the Missouri Compromise. I 
permit the party to make their own issue, and I meet them, 
Let us see bow that issue stands. I am gratified that the 
opportunity is at length afforded me of addressing an argu- 
ment on this subject to all true friends of the South, for 
the public press has been closed to all arguments except 
upon one side, and that the wrong side ; and it would be 
strange indeed if the people were not misled under such cir- 
cumstances. 

" Now let me ask you, first, what was this Missouri Com- 
promise? What wore the circumstances under whicli it 
was adopted ? What were its fruits ? By whom were 
they enjoyed ? And what has been the effect of its repeal ? 

"I set out with tho declaration, as being the most con- 
scientious conviction of my best judgment, feeble and im- 
perfect aa I acknowledgo and know it to bo, but I set out 
with the declaration that, according to the best convictions 
of my judgment, that Missouri Compromise, at the time and 
under the circumstances it was adopted, was for the peace 
of the country, for the interests of the South, and for the 
perpetuity of the tJnion — beyond ail (Question, the best and 
wisest measnre that ever obtained the sanction of an Amer- 
ican Congress ; and that, consequently, its repeal, with the 
consequences and circumstances that have gi-own out of it, 
was the most wanton, the most mischievous, the most sui- 
cidal, and the most unpardonable act that ever was commit- 
ted by the representatives of the people. 

"In tracing the history of this Missouri Compromise, it 
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will bo necessary that I shall go back to the tiino of the 
adoption of the Constitution, and even a little beyond that. 
At the time of the formation of the Constitution, and of the 
United States government under it, there was a large ter- 
ritoi-y lying northwest of the Ohio River, known as the 
Korthwestern Territory, TIjis was provided for by those 
who partieipated in the Revolution, and in the formation of 
the Constitution, by the application of what has since been 
known as the Wilmot Proviso — that is to say, that slavery 
in all the territory then belonging to tho United States 
should be prohibited. That law has been recognized, and 
has been in practical operation, with no attempt to interfere 
with it, from that time to this^ — that is, from 1787 down to 
1856. In the year 1803, by a treaty that was negotiated 
during the administration of Mr. Jefferson, we acquired 
from the government of France what was known as tho 
Louisiana Territory. This territory constituting no part of 
the Northwestern Territory, which had been provided for 
by the Ordinance of 1787, gave rise to extreme diificnlties 
between the North and the South in reference to this ques- 
tion of slavery. Out of a portion of that territoiy acquired 
from Louisiana the State of Missouri was formed, and she 
asked for admission into the Union, The Northern States 
having at that time acquired a supei'ioiity in numbers, had 
it in their power to refuse the admission of Missouri, except 
upon the condition that slavery should bo exphided, or, in 
other words, that the Ordinance of 1787 should be applied 
also to that territory. It was necessary to settle the ques- 
tion in some form. It was obliged to be settled, either by 
the minority or by the majority, in Congress, and wo of the 
South unfortunately constituted the minority. At length 
this far-famed Missouri Compromise was introduced, not by 
the North, but by the South, pretty much under the same 
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ch-cumataiices, however, thsit tbo repeal of tlie Missouri Com- 
promise was introduced in 1854 ; tbey selected a Northern 
man to introduce it, but it ■was first agreed upon as a South- 
ern measure, and it was passed hy Southern votes. 

"And what was it that was thus agreed to hy tho South 
and passed by the South ? It was not, as has been com- 
monly said, a measure imposed upon the South hy the 
North. It was proposed on the part of the South to the 
North, ' that if you will allow us — you being in the majori- 
ty and having the control— if you will permit us to carry 
slavery up to the line of 3Q° 30', we will pledge ourselves 
not to attempt to carry slaveiy beyond 36° 30'.' They 
said, 'We will allow every state south of 36° 30' that 
chooses to adopt slavery or reject it, as they please ; but if 
they mate an application to Congress, as the people of Mis- 
souri have done, for admission into the Union as slave states, 
then you shall make no objection to their admission on the 
ground that they recognize slavery ;' and the South, with 
the aid of a feiv of the Northern votes, was able to cany 
the measure. We find that this measure was voted for in 
the Senate of the United States by 'twenty' out of tho 
' twenty-two' Southern senators — only two Southern sena- 
tors voting against it, and only four Northern senators vot- 
ing for it. And those who voted for it were, Barbour and 
Pleasants, of Virginia, Brown and Johnson, of Louisiana, 
Eaton and Williams, of Tennessee, Elliott and Walker, of 
Georgia, Galliard, of South Carolioa, Johnson and Logan, 
of Kentucky, Loyd and Pinekney, of Maryland, King (tho 
late William E.) and Walker, of Alabama, Lcatc and Wil- 
liams, of Mississippi, Van Dyke and Horner, of Delaware, 
and Stokes, of North Carolina, making twenty Southern 
senators, and four from the North. Mr. Macon, of Kortli 
Carolina, and Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, were the only 
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two Southern Benators that voted against it, while only four 
Northern senators voted for it, and eighteen against it. It 
went to the House of Representatives, and it passed tbat 
body by a vote of 134 to 42 — forty Southern representatives 
voting for it, and thirty-seven against it. Thus was tho 
Compromise of 1820 brought about. Aud the histoiy of 
tliat day will show that it was regarded (as it really was) 
as a great Southern triuinph, in which the North relactant- 
ly acquiesced. The most distinguished Southern men, in- 
cluding Mr. Clay, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. William Smith, Louis 
M'Lano, and others being its chief advocates. And upon 
its final passage it was submitted to Mr. Monroe for his 
signature; aud there being some wiseacres at that day, aa 
there are at all times, who set up the pretension that it was 
a violation of the Constitution for as to agree not to do 
what it was contended we bad a right to do for the salie of 
the peace, the harmony, and the prosperity of the country, 
Mr. Monroe submitted the constitutionality of that measure 
to his Cabinet — of which John C. Calhoun ■was one, Mr. 
Crawford another, and Mr. Wirt, of Virgiuia,a third — and 
he required a written opinion of each member of his Cabinet 
upon the constitutionality of this Missouri Compromise. 
The Cabinet were unanimous in the opinion that the law 
■was in strict and perfect conformity with the Constitution 
of the United States. It most be admitted that these wero 
mere pigmies in comparison with the giants aud the dwarfs 
of the present day. But when the bill became a law, it 
was received throughout the South with the ringing of bells 
and the firing of cannon, with illuminations and shouts of 
joy and gladness, and heralded every ■where as a great 
Southern victory, 

"Under the operation of that law to which the integrity 
and the honor of the South was pledged, the South obtained 
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the admission of Missouri and Arkansas as slave states 
when it ■was in tbe power of the North to have rejected 
them. Tliey also obtained the admission of Florida as a 
slave state, Tesas as a slave state, and never — never while 
there was au opportunity to make a slave state out of 
Sonthera territory — did they dream that it was proper to 
repeal that law. But when they had populated all their 
own territories, and ohtaincdthe admission of all their slave 
slates, when there was no necessity fov It whatever, they 
attempted to rob the Horth of its just due, and thereby 
dishonestly sacrificed the integrity and honor of the South, 
that were pledged to cany out in good faith the bargain 
entered into. But I will show before I get through that 
it was never the object of this Democratic party to sanction 
any thing that would produce peace and hannony in the 
conntry ; that their object was to keep up agitation on the 
slavery question, and that it waa their purpose that the Mis- 
souri Compromise should be disturbed in order to agitate 
the question of slavery, and provoke resistfLuoe to the Fugi- 
tive Slave Law in order to agitato. 

EEPSAL OF THE 21 ST BULB. 

"Things went on in this way pretty satisfactorily for 
some fifteen or sixteen years, when Mr. Calhoun, the great 
leader of tho Southern States'-rights party, set himself to 
work, as seemed to bo his object to the last moment of his 
life, to excite the apprehension and alai'm of the Sonthera 
people upon the question of slavery, in order, as he said, to 
unite the South — to unite us, tho Whigs of the South, with 
the Democrats — upon the subject of slavery; and every 
man of the Wiiig party, every politician of the Whig party, 
every press in the Whig or American interests that has 
aided in keeping up this agitation have only added strenglli 
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to the Democratic party, and aided them to rivet a tsltain 
on their necka that they will wear as long as they live, o'r 
until the people become better informed as to their objects. 
It was for these reasons, because there was too much peace 
in the country, that they coidd not remain satisfied ; and 
thero being a contemptible handful in the North at that 
time who were not of sufficient consequence to disturb any 
body or any body's property, we were daily warned to for- 
tify oarsolves upon the subject of slavery. Then it was 
that the famous 'twenty-first rule' was gotten up fiar the 
purpose of exciting the Abolitionists into an issue with us, 
whereby the great constitutional right of petition was de- 
nied to the people. Men in the South who claimed the" 
right of the constituent body to instruct their representa- 
tives, were guilty of the supremo folly of denying to the 
same body their right to petition. As a matter of com'se, 
these things produced a very angry state of feeling in the 
North. The right of petition was blended with the qnes- 
tiou of slavery, and it fell to my lot upon that occasion to 
stand in the minority of one or two in the wTiole Southern 
country until parties of every complexion came up to my 
position ; and at last the Democratic party themselves, see- 
ing the incalculable mischief which was likely to grow out 
of it, repealed the ' twenty-first rule,' and from that day 
to this the question has remained settled as far as abolition 
petitions are concerned ; for while there were upward of 
six thousand abolition petitions presented to Congress dur- 
ing the session preceding that in which the 'twenty-first 
rale' was repealed, there were only about six in all present- 
ed at the session following that repeal — thus showing how 
infinitely the practical operation of that famous 'twenty-first 
rule,' which Mr. Calhoun had a large share in getting up, 
had weakened the South and strengthened the Abolition 
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party at the Kortb, ■which had by this time become a for- 
midable power by this false issue presented by the peculiar 
championa of Southei=o rights. Still, it accomplished the 
great object had in view by the leaders of Democracy. It 
kept alive agitation, and there were continual appeals to 
Southern men of every political shade and complexion to 
unite for the safety of the South on tho slavery question, 
and form a sectional party that ■would present a nnited 
front, of which Mr, Calhoun was to be the leader, and which 
was to inure to bis benefit by bringing him into power, or 
of accomplishing his next most ardent wish, that of dissolv- 
ing the TJuion, and having a Northern and Southern repub- 
lic, at the head of the latter of which he never dreamed that 
any other could be placed than himself. 

" Weli, we will proceed now to the consideration of the 
question of the annexation of Texas, which is next in order, 
Texas was annexed to the Union, and it became necessary 
to adopt this now nn constitutional Mlasotiii Compromise 
lino aud apply that to Texas also. Mark you now that, by 
the Ordinance of 1787, all of the Northwestern Territory 
belonging to the United States was provided for ; the Mis- 
souri Compromise line was applied to the territoiy acquired 
by the Louisiana Treaty, and thus that was settled. There 
could then be no farther controversy upon this question, 
but when we acquired Texas, it became necessary to make 
some farther provision in regard to that territory. 

" A Southern gentleman, Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, pro- 
posed the extension of the Missouri Compromise line to the 
State of Texas. Judge Douglas, of Illinois, then a member 
of the House of Representatives, and now Chairman of the 
Committee on Temtories in the Senate, submitted a modi- 
fication in the following words by way of amendment : 

" ' And in such states as shall be formed out of s^d tevvl- 
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toi'y novtla of said Missouri Compvomise line, slavery or iu- 
voluntaiy serYitude, except for crime, shall be prohibited' 
— thus applying the WUmot ProYieo to the slates as well 
ae to the territories north of 36° 30'. 

" This is the ' Little Giant,' the great Southern champion. 
Mr. Brown accepted the modification, and it was agreed to 
by a vote of ayoa 120, noes 68 — every Southern Democrat 
in the House, without exception, voting for it; so that, by 
the resolution annexing Tesaa and adopting the Missouri 
Compromise !iue as applicable to it, the question was settled 
permanently in reference to the territory acquired from 
Texas. 

" I am tracing this matter on step by Step, to show you the 
wisdom of those who wont before us in providing against 
all this agitation, by a settlement of this question between 
North and South as we acquired additional teiiitory. 

" Shortly after this, however, wo became possessed of a 
very large territory by purchase and by the war with Mex- 
ico, including California and the Territories of Utah and 
New Mexico. During the administration of Mr. Polls, a 
Southern Democratic President, a bill organizing a terri- 
torial government for Oi'egon was presented to him for his 
signature after having passed the two branches of Congress. 
That bin contained, not the Missouri Compromise clause, 
but the Wilmot Proviso. It wag passed by a Democratic 
majority in the Honse and in the Senate, and was then sent 
to Mr. Polk for his signature, while Mr. James Buchanan 
was a member of his Cabinet and Secretaiy of State, and he 
(Mr. Polk) of course put his signature to the Oregon Bill, 
witli the Wilmot Proviso attached to it. And what was 
the ground of excuse made by the Southern Democrats for 
their votes upon this bill, and what did they say in justifica- 
tion oftheirDemocratic President, Mr. Polb, who signed it? 
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Why, that it was all right, because it was ia conformity with 
the principles of the MiBsouri Compromise, although tbat 
Compromise did not extend to this territory ; and now they 
have the bold effi-onteiy to pretend that the Missouri Com- 
promise was itself an unconstitutional measure, thus justify- 
ing what they maintain was an unconstitutional act by the 
exercise of another equally unconstitutional. Have they lost 
all sense of reason, or have they lost all conscience and re- 
gard for consistency, truth, and honor ? 

"At a subsequ'ent period, to wit, in 1848, having settled 
the Oregon difficulty in the manner I have shown, it became 
necessary to do something in reference to the Territory of 
California, and the following proposition was before the 
Senate : 

" ' That the line of 36° 30' of north latitude, known as the 
Missouri Compromise line, as defined by the eighth section 
of an act entitled an act, etc., approved March 6, 1820, be, 
and the same is hereby declared to extend to the Pacific 
Ocean ; and the said eighth section, together with the com- 
promise effected, is hereby revived, and declared to be in full 
force and binding for the organization of the territories of 
the United States, in the same sense, and with the same un- 
derstanding with which it was originally adopted.' And 
the vote in the affirmative stood— Atchison, Badger, Bell, 
BeiTien, Benton, Borland, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, 
Davis, of Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Fitzger- 
ald, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Hanter, Johnson, of Mary- 
laud, Johnson, of Georgia, Johnson, of Louisiana, King, Lew- 
is, Mangum, Mason, Metcalf, Pearce, Sebastian, Sherman, 
Sturgeon, Turney, and Underwood— every Southern sena- 
tor voting for it. And now it is insisted by some of these 
same gentlemen that the Missouri Compromise, thus voted 
for and passed by the Senate, was an unconstitutional meas- 
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ure forced upon them originally by the STortb. I Iiave only 
to asic, in what position do they place themselves by now 
assQiting that they voted for a measure in violation of that 
Constitution which they had sworn not to violate ? 



"Well, gentlemen, "we next come ^o the Compromise 
Measures of 1850. There was still territory acquired from 
Mexico which had not been providedibr. Serious diiBculty 
and danger was apprehended in regard to it, unless some 
amicable adjustment or compromise could be effected on 
the subject of elavery in that territory. 

"And I know the fact personally, from coiTespoudeneo 
held with him at the time, that no other consideration than 
that of the loftiest patriotism that ever animated the bosom 
of man induced the venerable Sage of Ashland to quit his 
home of retirement and peace, to come back into the Senate 
of the United States in the hope of being able to compro- 
mise this question between tho Horth and South. No man 
— I say it in no vainglorious spirit — but no man out of the 
halls of Congress had more, I believe, to do with that Mis- 
souri Compromise than the humble individual who is now 
addressing you. 

"I was in the city of Hew Orleans in February, 1S49, and 
I received a telegraphic dispatch from Mi". Clay requesting 
me most strenuously to come forthwith to Washington, as 
he required my services. He did not state what those seiT- 
ices were, I dispatched what little business I had remain- 
ing in New Orleans and hurried on to my home, where I re- 
mained only tw«nty-four hours to see my family before I 
went on to Washington; and when I got there, he (Mr. 
Clay) disclosed to mo tho purposes and object he had in 
view, stating that he wanted me to lend him whatever influ- 
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ence I could exert to aid him in the accomplishment of his 
■work. 

"You may rcmombcv that Foote, of Mississippi, had pro- 
posed that a committeo be appointed, and Mr. Clay strong- 
ly resisted it. Mr. Footo (then of Mississippi, -now of Cali- 
fornia) called upon mc one Sunday morning and invited me 
to walk. As we wont along, he told me that his great ob- 
ject.in getting that Committee of Thirteen appointed- to tate 
this subject under consideration was, that their report would 
ba more likely to be adopted, and the question more easily 
settled through them than in any other form. I concurred 
with him in that opiaion. He asked me to see Mr. Clay 
upon the subject. I repaired immediately to his room and 
broached the subject to him. Ho was in the habit frequent- 
ly of taking a great many liberties with me and saying what 
he pleased. He did not receive my remarks very kindly. 
I was very much in the babit of taking many iibeities with 
£im, and saying to him very much what I pleased, just as he 
was accustomed to do in reference to me, and so we bad 
quite a rough roll -and -tumble dispute for a considerable 
time upon this subject, Mr, Clay was of opinion that if 
they got the committee, they would put on a majority of 
Democrats, and his proposition would be smothered by the 
committee, I reasoned with bim to show that, if that was 
the case, it wonld be as well to defeat it there as in the open 
Senate, and that it would be more likely to carry in a com- 
mittee fairly oi-ganlzed, and with the best men of the Senate 
upon it, than if left to an open Senate, where the Democratic 
majority would be so much larger than in committee ; that 
I felt entirely assured that Foote was actuated by honest 
and patriotic motives in his suggestion ; and that if a favor- 
able report could be had from the committee, it would in- 
sure or greatly increase the chances of its passage through 
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the Senate. I did not leave him until he had yielded hia 
assent to the appointment of the committee, which led to 
tlie final settlement of the question. The Compvomise Meaa- 
nree were passed. They brought the healing intelligence 
upon their wings which restored peace, and harmony, and 
hrolherly feeling between the different sections of the Union. 
The illustrious patnot had accomplished his work. He fold- 
ed his arms and surrendered his spirit to his God, under the 
fii-m persuasion that he had accomplished the last good that 
Providence dosigued him to perform upon earth — that of 
giving tranquillity to the nation. 

"From what quarter did these Compromise Measures 
meet with opposition ? From those who upheld the ' twen- 
ty-first rule' to get up agitation in the South — the extremes 
of the South and the Sorth-— the Abolitionists of the North, 
the Seceders of South Carolina, with those of the same sciiool 
in Virginia and claewhere, united in opposition to the Com- 
promise; and you will not have forgotten that, so strong 
was theii- hostility to those measures, because they quieted 
agitation, tbey called a convention at Ifaahville, as was plain- 
ly proved by Foote and others at the time, to bring about a 
dissolution of the Union by resistance to the Compromise. 
Hai'mony was not what they wanted. Harmony did not 
suit their purposes or their interests. Agitation, agitation, 
agitation and excitement, apprehension and alai-m among 
the Southern people on the subject of slavery was what they 
wanted, because by it they had obtained power, and by it, 
and by it alone, they would have been enabled to retain it. 

" Go with me a little farther, and see bow the Calhoun 
wing of the Democracy, vrhich has now the absolute con- 
trol over the other wing in this state, continued to vote with 
the Free-soilers for farther agitation and excitement. In 
the House of Representatives, ColonelJackson, of Georgia, 
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offered the following resolution early in tbo session that fol- 
lowed the adoption of the Compromise. 

"'JJeso^ust?, That we recoguize the binding efficacy of the 
compromises of the Constitution, and believe it to be the in- 
tention of the people generally, as we hereby declare it to 
be ours individually, to abide such compromises, and to aus- 
tam the laws necessary to cany them out, the provision for 
the delivery of fngitive slaves and the act of the last Con- 
gi-es8 for that purpose included, and that we deprecate all 
farther agitation of questions growing out of that provision 
ofall the questions embraced in the acts of the last Congress 
known as the Compromise, and of questions generally con- 
nected with the institution of slavery, as unnecessary, use- 
leas, and dangerous.' 

"Kow, scan this resolution closely, examine it with all 
possible care, and teil me what there is in it to which a 
Southern man desiring peace between the two sections of 
the countiy and a settlement of the slavery question could 
make an objection ? Tet there were sixty-four votes against 
it, and the Baltimore Sun of that day, from which I now 
read, says : ' Wk nottcb that the ultka Southern mem- 
bees FKOM SoTJTH Carolina voteu with the Fkee-soil- 
nsKS.' This ia Democratic authority I Tho Ealtimoro Sun 
continues : ' Mr. Hillyer offered the following addition to 
the above resolution, being the same as that which was of- 
fered by Colonel Polk, and voted down by the Demooratio 
caucuses of the House at tho beginning of the session. 

" ' " Mesolved, That the series of acts passed during the 
first session of the Thirty-firat Congress, known as the Com- 
promise, are regarded as a final adjustment, and a perma- 
nent settlement of the questions therein embraced, and 
should be regarded, maintained, and executed as such." ' 

"Take a calm and clear view of this resolution, and tell 
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me why a party desirous of settling tlie elavery question 
and arresting agitation should oppose it. Yet it was op- 
posed, and by iha same combination of Free-soilors and 
Southern Calhoun nulliflers — sixty-five noting id the neg- 
ative. And upon this resolution the ayca and noes are 
given, and I ivill read the names of those who voted in the 
negative ; they are Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Ashe, Averett, 
Baily, of Georgia ; Barrere, Bartlett, Bocock, Bragg, Breu- 
ton, Buel, Cable, Campbell, of Ohio ; Campbell, of Illinois ; 
Caskie, Chapman, Clingmaii, Congar, Daniel, Doty,.Durkee, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Floyd, Fowler, Gaylord, Goodenow, 
Goodrich, Grow, Harper, Holliday, Horsford, T. M. Howe, 
Ives, Jenkins, Johnson, of Ohio ; Jones, of Kew York ; 
King, of New York; Manu, McQueen, Meachem, Meado, 
MiUson, Minor, Moloney, Newton, Orr, Penniman, Perkins, 
Powell, Eantoul, Sackett, Schoolcraft, Soudder, Smart, Stan- 
ton, of Ohio ; Stratton, Sweetier, Thompson, of Massachu- 
setts ; Tuck, Vunable, Waibridge, "Wallace, Washburn, 
"Wells, and Woodward. 

"These were the Southern men (all Democrats) who 
voted with the Free-s oilers North against these resolutions, 
deprecating agitation, and pledging themselves to tboso 
mei^iires that had put down agitation. 

" But I am far from being done with these gentlemen 
yet. Tho contest of 1852 had como on, and those measures 
had, in the mean time, become so popular with the people 
that the Democratio party fonnd it necessary to take the 
lead of us, tho conservative party of tho country, who had 
given tliem from the first an honest, earnest, and cordial 
support. But they shot far ahead of us in '62, seized upon 
these measures as their own property, claimed all the credit 
for their own party, and made them the prominent question 
in the Presidential election of that year. 
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" Both parties met in convention, and eacb pledged itstilf 
to resist all attempts, no matter wlien, where, or how, or by 
whom made, in Congress or out of it, to reopen or agitate 
the slavery question, and farther pledged themselves to 
abida by the Compromise as a final settlement of the whole 
question ; and yoa will all recollect that the chief issue, and 
almost the only one raised in that contest, was whether 
Scott or Pierce was most unqualifiedly pledged, and which 
was most to bo relied on, to look upon the settlement that 
had been made as a finahty of the whole question .of 
slavery. 

"The pi'etension set up hy the friends of Mr. Pierce, and 
insisted on with so much apparent earnestness of superior 
fidelity to the South, and the bold declarations of his sinceri- 
ty and devotion to the Compromise of 1850, seduced a por- 
tion of the sappy-headed Whigs from the support of Scott, 
and they voted for Pierce. The country, most unfortunate- 
ly for itself and for all parties, unwisely concluded that 
Pierce was the most reliable man, and he was elected ; and 
so vehement were the assurances of his friends, and so con- 
stant their promises and pledges of his good faith and hon- 
or, that we all felt disposed to give him a iair trial, and 
judge the tree by its fruits. Of one thing none could well 
entei-tain a doubt, and that was that pnhlio opinion had 
been so unmistakably expressed in favor of adhering faith- 
fully to all the compromises on the question of slavery that 
no man would have the hardihood to advance a step towai-d 
the farther discnsrfon of that question. The 4th of March 
arrived, and with it the inaugural address, full of promises, 
and pledges, and declai-ations that made assurance doubly 
sure, and all were satisfied and happy. 

'^ Mr. Pierce was inaugurated and installed into office, 
and then came the selection of his Cabinet ; but wo find 
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that iustead of calling to his aid as hia constitutional advis- 
ers those identified with the maic principles upon which he 
was elected, he confided chiefly in those men who were 
most bitter iu their opposition to the measures of 1850: 
Davis, M'CleUand, and Gushing. Now I wish you to ob- 
serve this point that, when Mr. Pierce came into power, all 
the territory that originally belonged to, and that has sinco 
been acquired by the United States government up to that 
time, had been provided for, and all was sunshine, peace, and 
concord. Every question of sectional difficulty was harmo- 
niously settled, and there was nothing in the world to quar- 
rel about. The Fugitive Slave Law was the only issue, 
and the people of the North woro well reconciled, at least 
the great majority of thera, to the execution of that law. 
In some instances it was opposed by a few, for the purpose 
rather of creating disturbance than of offering any organ- 
ized opposition to its execution ; so that there would not 
have been, in a short time, even that bone of contention be- 
tween the North and the South. Well, that was the con- 
dition of the country when Mr. Fillmore left the Presiden- 
tial chair — that was the condition of the country when Mr- 
Pierce took possession of it. What — what, let me ask you, 
is its present condition? I charge upon the Democratic 
party that, by the disturbance of the Missouri Compromise, 
they have not only eaciificed the integrity and honor of the 
South, pledged in good faith to the Missouri Compromise, 
but which pledge they violated after they had received 
fi'om it all the benefits they could derive. I charge upon 
the Democratic party that they have violated every pledge 
that was made in the Convention that nominated Mr. 
Pierce to resist any and all efforts, no matter when, whore, 
or by whom made, in Congress or oTjt of it, to reopen the 
agitation of the slavery question, I charge tipou tlicra that 
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they liavff built up the Black Republieaa party from tho 
ground, wiiiuh had do existeuce prior to tho diaturbanoe of 
the Missouri Compromise. I charge upon them that they 
Lave brought civil war upon the country. I charge upon 
them that they have sacrificed every acre, every foot, and 
every inch of territory now belonging to the United States, 
or that may hereafter be acquired, to the cause of the Free- 
soilers. I charge upon them that, if they have not involved 
us in a foreign war, it is only because there has been more 
discretion, forbearance, and wisdom iu British statesmen 
than there has been exhibited by the Cabinet in Washing- 
ton. And I charge them with exciting a revolutionary and 
rebellions spirit throughout the limits of this broad land, and 
that, having taken possession of the government when all 
was peace, they have brought us to that point when threats 
of dissolution are heard in every quarter of the land. And 
now they come, as I said before, with that old deceptive 
siren song of ' Help ns to save tho Union. The Union can 
Lot he saved except by the Democratic party.' 

"They have had a convention at Cincinnati, and they have 
fully indorsed tho policy and measures of Mr. Pierce's ad- 
ministration, that has produced civil war, that has sacrificed 
all the ten-itory of the United States to the cause of the 
Free-soilers, and that has brought about & condition of 
things in which disunion is openly threatened, in a greater 
or less degree, in every congressional district throughout 
tho United States. They have indorsed all these measures, 
and they have put their candidate, Mr. Buchanan, upon the 
platform, and he tells you that he stands not only upon that 
platform, but that he is no longer James Buchanan, bnt 
merely the candidate of the Democratic party. 

"Well, now, I want to ktiow if the Democratic party can 

accomplish all this from the 4th of March, 1853,10 tho 4tli 

G 
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of March, 1856, how much longer it would tdie them to 
bring about an actual dissolution of the XTnion? They have 
accomplished more than three fourths of their task already. 
Let this policy be pursued bat little longer and the Union is 
gone ; and if any thing can dissolve the bond of this con- 
federacy, it will be another administration of the Democrat- 
ic party, 

" You have been told by Mr. Seward that the day for com- 
promises has passed away. Mr. Seward is right ; blame him 
who may, Seward is right. The day for compromises has 
passed away, and has passed by the fiat of Southern Democ- 
racy. They have told yon they would have no more com- 
promises. They, in the minority, without the power to con- 
trol, have said to the Worth, in the majority, 'We will have 
no more compromises ; compromises are unconstitutional ; 
either you or we must control this territory.' The North 
said to them, 'Gentlemen, we have the power'— I mean 
they said it Bubstaatially — ' we have the power to control, 
but we have no disposition to control. This question has 
been harmoniously settled for thirty odd years — all these 
disputed qtiestions have been harmoniously settled ; let them 
remdn settled according to the compromises that have been 
adopted.' ' No,' ssud the South, ' wo will stand by no such 
compromises ; compromises are unconstitutional ; you must 
have your way, or we must have ours.' 'Very well, said the 
North, 'if you are resolved upon that, and to present to us 
the broad issue of whether you, the minority, or we, the mar 
jority, shall control, no alternative is left. We must flght 
the question out.' I say the Southern Democracy has r^sed 
the whirhvind ; let them direct the storm. I say Southern 
Democracy has rt^sed the whirlwind ; they have rmsed up 
that Black Republican party in the North that is likely to 
overwhelm the country. Let them see to it ; let them make 
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such atonement to tha South as tliey cau. I say, as I said 
before, that if it was not for the boldest audacity that ever 
controlled a party bloated with spoils, they would bow tlieir 
heads in shame and ask forgiveness of the country. Instead 
of asking us to support their candidate, they would he in- 
viting us to release them from the burdens of government, 
which they are iocompetent to conduct. 

" Suppose Texas were now to be annexed as a slave state 
or territory, with the Missouri Compromise lino repealed, 
does any man in his proper senses believe that the North 
would consent to it? If so, let mo tell him that he knows 
little of the feeling pervading all ranks and all parties among 
the people throughout that cntiro region of the country. 
You might find a politician hero aud there who would be- 
tray the confidence of his cocstituents for the hope of re- 
ward, but among, the masses of the people you would find 
none that wotild listen to it for a moment, and for this the 
Democi-acy are responsible, to the South especially and to 
the country generally. 

TI-IK KANSAS-KECItASKA BILL. 

" But that Kansas-Nebraska Bill is now objected to, upon 
the ground that it contains the' squatter sovereignty princi- 
ple, and you find the public press throughout the South 
ready to resort to arms to bring about a dissolution of the 
Union rather than submit to squatter sovereignty. I tel! 
them it is too late to play that game. Who adopted the 
feature of squatter sovereignty ? The South, Who sus- 
tained it ? The Whig and Democratic press of tho South. 
Who passed it into a law? I say that they, the Southern 
representatives of the people, have established squatter sov- 
ereignty, and did it knowiugly ; they did it willfully and de- 
liberately, if they knew the moaning of English terms. They 
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advocated the passage of the bill expressly upon the ground 
of ' non-intervention.' Was not that so ? And what is that 
but squatter sovereignty — that there should be no interfer- 
ence on the part of the government oi' of Congress with the 
alien squatters to regulate their own domestic affairs ? And 
now they pretend that they do not know what that means. 
They ought to know; if not, they ought to go to school 
again and learn. Why, did they not know that upon the 
passage of this bill General Cass congratulated the country 
upon the recognition of his favorite but, as he said, much- 
abused doctrine of 1848, called squatter sovereignty, which 
was subsequently denied by the Democraey, and for which 
denial be complimented them by saying that none but fools 
could put such an interpretation upon bis letter as they 
sought to represent? 

" When Judge Douglas, who was the ostensible author 
of the bill, went to Now York during its pendency, and was 
serenaded at the St. Nicholas, they knew that he made a 
speech which was republished in the Sonthern country, and 
iu which he took the ground that the leading feature of the 
bill and that which laid at the foundation of it was the right 
of the people of Kans^, aliens and all, to regulate their own 
affairs, and that he asked the pertinent question, 'If you, the 
people of New York, ai'e competent to regulate your own 
affairs, woald you be less competent if you were inhabitants 
of Kansas ? We of Illinois have a right to regulate our 
affairs, and if wo went to Kansas we would expect to exer- 
cise the same powers as residents of the terj-Jtory.' But 
they have found out that this principle did not work so 
well, and now they take the back track. And for what ob- 
ject have they done so? They have met in convention at 
Cincinnati, and we find this one of the leading principles of 
the platform there adopted. They, in fact, either shortened 
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Mv. Buchanan or stretched him out so as to suit the plat- 
form exactly, aud lie indorses that feature of it especially ; 
and immediately after he indorses it, the Senate of the Unit- 
ed States, alarmed at the consequences likely to result from 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, admitted it was all 
a humbug and cheat in the commencement, condemned the 
laws of Kansas by a vote of forty to three (on Geyer'a 
amendment), and passed a new law providing for a new 
government for Kansas. 

" Gentlemen, I am repeating historical truths. I am in- 
dulging in no idlo declamation or vain speculation. I am 
telling you historical facts. 

"But, they tell yon, also, that the .Compromise Measures 
of 1850 repealed the Compromise Measures of 1820. In the 
first place, I would like to ask who said so tben ? Kext, I 
would like to ask who thought so? Nobody! — nobody 
thought so, and nobody said so ; and the man who would 
have said so would have been regarded as a fit subject for a 
lunatic asylum. For how could any thing be more stupid 
than to have settled one question by unsettling another ques- 
tion? If by the terms of tho act of 18S0 you repeal the act 
of 1820, you are settling the difficulty in regard to the ter- 
ritory acquired from Mexico, and unsettling the difficulty in 
regard to the territory acquired from France. 

" On this point only hear what Mr. Douglas, as Chairman 
of the Committee on Territories, reported from that com- 
mittee so late as January 4, 1854. That report says; 
'Tour committee do not feel themselves called upon to 
enter into the discussion of these controverted questions' 
(whether the Constitution secures the right to Southern 
citizens of carrying their slaves into the territories), 'They 
involve the same issues which produced the agitation, tho 
sectional strife, and the fearful struggle of 1850. As Con- 
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greas deemed it wise and pvudcnf !o refrain from deciding 
the matters in controversy then, either "by affirming Or re- 
pealing the Mexican laws, or by an act declaratory of the 
true intent of the Conatitutiou, and the extent of the pro- 
tection afforded by it to slave proper-ty in the territories, so 
your eommitiee are not prepared n,ow to recommend a de- 
parture from, the course pursued on that memorable occa- 
sion, either hy a^i/rming or repealing tJie eighth section of 
the Missom'i act, or by an act declaratory of the raeanmg of 
the Constitation in respect to the legal points in dispute.' 

"Thus it appears that, in January, 1854, the Territorial 
Committee of the Senate had no idea that the Missouri 
Compromise ivas distm-bed by the Compromise of I8S0,but 
expressly disclaimed it ; yet now it is hypocritically and 
falsely pretended that it did. 

" Kow, whsrc are those men who voted for the repeal of 
the Missouri Compromiae ? Where is Jones, of Tennessee, 
Beiyamin, Dison, Toombs aiid Goyer, Pratt, and Pearoe, of 
Maryland ? . Just precisely where they ought to be when 
they placed themselves under the load of the Little Giant, 
DouglaSj and the gi'eat dwarf. Pierce. Seven out of ten of 
the Whig senators who voted for the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise have gone where they ought to have gone long 
since— they have gone homo to roost, not in the bosom of 
Abraham, bnt iu the bosom of Bachanan. And lo ! they 
make it a pretest— I am speaking now of some of my per- 
sonal friends, but that has nothing to do with my public da- 
ties — they have made it a pretext for voting for Buchanan 
that they did not think Fillmore would be elected. Well, 
it is quite certain he can not be if his friends do not vote for 
him. But I apprehend it will be with them as it was with 
those who left us iu 1852 because Fillmore was not nomin- 
ated. They now go for Buchanan because Fillmore is nom- 
inated. 
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" But they say that the Missouri Compromiso ivaa uncon- 
stitntional. 'Well, geatlenien, I only aslc yon to take the 
BQbject into coosideration for yourselves ; just iveigh the 
authority thatlhave adduced up on thia subject: one hund- 
red and tliirty-four to forty-two in the House of Representa- ■ 
tives; twenty out of twenty-two senators in 1820; Monroe, 
the Southern President, and ail his Cabinet, with John C. 
Calhoun among them ; the whole body of Democrats in the 
Senate of 18i5 ; Polk and his party in 1S47, upon the ad- 
mission of Oregoo; and then take the pigmjea, and the but- 
terflies, and the grasshoppers of the present day, who are 
oroaking in every corner of tlie street about the unconstitu- 
tionality of the Missouri Compromise, and tell me, then, 
wliere is the authority for its nnconstitnlionality ? 

"But, admit it to have been unconstitutional, what was 
the object in disturbing it ? Wbat practical injury did it 
inflict? You are obliged to Lave free and slave states, and 
dividing-lines between them. Is it not as well to have a 
straight line as a crooked one? and was it not as well to 
have let alone the straight line established by our forefa- 
thers, which had become sanctiSed by time, and was held 
for years almost as saci'ed as the Constitution nnder which 
we live ? It was as well for us, but it was not as well for 
the Democratic party. And why? Because ti:ey were 
without food to live upon ; they were without the elements 
of combination that gave them strength ; they had nothing 
upon which they could unite their party. Pierce, by his 
Cabinet appointments, his appointments in Kew York, by 
his turning out Bronson because he would not turn out the 
Hard-shells and put iti the Soft-shells, had broken down the 
DemocratJo party. It was a rickety-rackety concern, a sort 
of broken-down monster that could not stand the test of 
public scrutiny and observation. And it was necessaiy to 
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repeal the Missouri Coiiiproiiiiso to got up agitation upon 
the question of elaveiy, in order to deliide weak-minded, 
sappy-headed, tender-footed, faint-hearted Whigs and Amer- 
icans to vote for the Democratic nominee upon the plea that 
the South was in danger, that slavery was in danger, 

" Gentlemen, I can truly say that there is nothing that I 
predicted in 1854, as the result of the repeal of tho Missouri 
Compromise, that has not. happened. I said at the time, 
'Tou gentlemen of the South regard Mr, Seward as your 
greatest enemy. I tell you that every man in the South 
who votes for the repeal of the Missouri Compromise is un- 
wittingly engaged in the service of Mr. Seward. After you 
have repealed this Missouri Compromise you will have no 
more national Democracy and no more national Whiggery ; 
you will have in the Korth no more Hunkers, Hard-shells, 
or Adamantines; they will all become Soft-shells, Barn- 
burners, and Free-s oilers.' And so they are ; all are now 
united under the cognomen of Republicans, and I added, he 
that does not see the dark spirit of disunion lurking around 
this bill is a short-sighted man. 

" How, gentlemen, I part with this subject by saying that 
those men who take the ground that the Missouri Compro- 
mise was unconstitutional, or that the Compromise Meas- 
ures of 1850 repealed the Compromise Measures of 1820, 
perpetrate a libel upon the living and a calumny upon the 
dead. I -am here, gentlemen, not only to tell yoii what I 
think, but to tell yon all I think as far as time will allow me 
to do it. I am not speaking for the South or for the North. 
I am neither a Southern man nor a Northern man, but I am 
a National Union man. 

"My position on the question of slavery is this, and, so far 
from wishing to conceal it, I desire it should bo known to 
alh Muzzles were made for dogs, and not for men, and no 
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press and no party cau pat a muzzle on my month so long 
as I value my freedom. I make bold, then, to pvoclaim that 
I am CO slavery propagandist. I will resort to all proper 
remedies to protect and defend slavery wbere it exists, but 
I will neither assist in nor encourage any attempt to force it 
upon a relnctant people any where, and stili less will I justi- 
fy the use of the military power of the country to establish 
it iu any of the territories. If it finds its way there by le- 
gitimate means it is all well, but never by force through any 
instrumentality of mine. I am myself a slaveholder, and all 
the property my children have in the world is slave proper- 
ty, inherited from their mother ; and he who undertakes to 
connect my name or my opinions with Abolitionism is ei- 
ther a knave or a fool, and sometimes both. And this is the 
only answer I have to make to them. I have not connected 
myself with any sectional party or sectional question, and, 
so help me God, I never will. 

" I lay claim here to a sentiment of which I have been to 
some extent robbed. It has been appropriated by Mr. Clay, 
but he did not need any emanation from any mind to holster 
up his reputation, and therefore I will not allow him to have 
the credit of it. But I claim to be the first man that said 
'I know no North, no South, no East, no West,' I used it 
upon this stand in 1844, at the time of the annexation of 
Texas. I know I was rebuted by the Democratic party for 
notknowittg the South. Since that time these have become 
talisraanic words, and now every man who is a candidate 
for office is required to say that he knows 'no North, no 
South, no East, no West;' and the Democrats may say with 
truth they know no Korth, no South, no East no West ; for 
they know nothing but the cohesive power of pubho plun- 
der, aa Mr. Calhoun said of thorn, and that is all they know, 
and all they care for." 

G2 
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TUB MISSOt-EI COJirEOMISK AGAIN". 

The repeal of this time-fa on oi'ed measure, wliicli had giv- 
en satisfaction and peace for so many years, and the sub- 
sequeDt efforts to fovea slavery into territory from which by 
that compromise it had been forever exchide(3, and with 
which they stood pledged in honor and in law never to in- 
terfere, and that, too, against the known and expressed will 
of the people inhabiting the tenitory, produced the effect 
foreseen and mainly desired, viz., that of stirring up discord 
and sectional animosities such as had no previous parallel j 
and this repeal it was that gave Hse to the RepuUican or- 
ganization, which increased in numbers and influence witli 
such rapidity as to render it plainly manifest that they wonld 
soon attain the ascendency in the Union. 

Do you recollect when 1 found every Southern senator, 
snd almost every Southern press in favor of the repeal of 
that sacred compromise, in absolute defiance of their solemn 
pledges to the oonntry, how I threw myself alone into the 
breach, and implored the South to hsten to my appeals and 
to strangle the proposition in its birth ? Do you recollect, 
for this self-sacrificing act, which should have entitled mo to 
the confidence and gratitude, not only of my own party, but 
of all peace and Union loving men, how I was assailed by 
the presses of both parties as no public man was ever as- 
sailed before or since ? These assaults were not confined to 
my political character, they extended to my personal honor 
and to tlie honesty of my motives. Enough was said against 
me to have justified me, if any thing could, in shooting down 
in the public streets a score of editors in a day. There was 
fighting matter enough in these assaults, God knows. Bat 
who was I to figiit ? If I had called one to the field I had 
to call all in turn, for all w'crc alike abusive ; and a,s I was 
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not disposed to do tbis, I resolved to pursue the even teuor 
of my way, anawed and uniaflnenced by the storm that was 
raging around me on every side ; and, thougb I stood aloue, 
yet I was not to be deterred from the fiiithful discharge of 
what I conceived to be a public duty, and I did cot shrink 
from the discharge of that duty or from the position I bad 
taken. I chose to await the result of time, which I knew 
would bring ali things right. If never before, that time has 
now anived, and I can with confidence appeal to honest 
men of all parties for the rectitude of my position and the 
truth of my predictions, 

Tho occasion was one of suificieut importance to justify 
mc in encumbering this document with a few extracts taken 
from my letters on that subject, as published at the time. 
They are as follows : 

I said, "It is my misfortune once agtuu to find myself in 
a situation that obliges me to take part against many of my 
best personal and political friends npon a subject and under 
eireumstances that, feeling and belioviug as 1 do, it would 
be criminal on my part to be silent; and, however much I 
may regret the occasion and the necessity, I must appeal to 
you, as national men and the conductors of a truly national 
paper {the National InteUigeno&'), to allow mo the privi- 
lege of addressing a few reflections to the people of the 
South through your columns on a subject of the gi^avest 
consequence to their interests — I mean the STebraska Bill, 
now pending before the Senate, which, from all we can now 
see, is likely to become a law without a word against it 
from tho South, and by which it is proposed to repeal or do- 
clai'e inoperative the Missouri Compromise of thirty-four 
years' standing, and acquiesced in by all parties of the coun- 
try. 

"It is true, I have little now to do with politics, and I am 
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not in a position to give iaflnence and currency to what I 
may say. I have no congressional seat from which I can 
speak ' by authority,' but my interest in the settlement of 
this question, and my regard for t!ie welfare of the country 
is none the less on that account. 

"After the most careful examination of this portentous 
question, I am satisfled it is the most mischievous and per- 
nicious measure that has ever been introduced into the halls 
of Congress. 

" With the institution of slavery acknowledged in a sound- 
er and better condition than it has ever before been ; with 
the public mind gradually subsiding and acquiescing in the 
peaceful and healthy measures of 1850; in the absence of 
any public necessity or demand from any party or section 
of the country ; with an application from no human being 
outside of the political circles of Washiugton ; without the 
question ever having been presented for the consideration 
of the public, who are the only proper parties to be consult- 
ed ; with solemn pledges from both parties and both sec- 
tions to resist all future efforts at agitation, it is proposed to 
throw wide open the whole question of slavery, to unsettle 
all that has been done to produce harmony between the 
North and the South for the I^t thirty years by those who 
were quite as wise and patriotic as the men of the present 
day, and to revive sectional animosities and feuds in the 
most aggravated and embittered form, the end whereof no 
man can foresee. Is it not, then, legitimate for any citizen, 
however humble, feeling an interest in his country's welfare, 
to ask emphatically, Why is this to be done ? 

"Is this last and only chance for reconstmcting the dis- 
ordered and scattered fragments of a dissevered party with 
any intelligent mind held to be a sufficient reason for so 
much mischief? Are the grasping and reckless aspirations 
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of amliitioua men, wlio seek their own advancement by a 
spirit of turbulence aod diacoi'tl tliroughout the land, a eufS- 
cient justification for the wholesale scene of riot and disor- 
der that is to follow ? 

"As a Southern man I raise my voice against it. I op- 
pose it, because it involves a breach of faith on the part of 
the Sooth, who have for thirty odd years enjoyed the ad- 
vantages obtained by them in the formation and admission 
of the States of Missouri and Arkansas. I oppose it, because 
it necessarily and unavoidably begets another angry section- 
al controversy, which there are none left among ns strong 
enongh in the confidence of the people to allay. I oppose 
it, because it nproota and destroys the Compromise Meas- 
ures of 1850, to which the ITorth is no more' pledged than 
the South to the compromise now proposed to be abrogated. 
I oppose it, because it would be an act of infatuated madness 
on the part of the South to accept it. I oppose it, because 
it will be impossible ever again to obtain as favorable terms 
from the North, with their seven millions majority of white 
population, as we obtiuoed when that population more near- 
ly approximated equally. I oppose it, on the ground that it 
places a barren privilege in the hands of the South, for which 
not only no equivalent is offered, but by which she must bo 
an ultimate and great loser, I oppose it, because I do not 
like the source from which it comes, nor the power by which 
it is represented. '. *l^meo Danaos et do^m fermtes.' It is 
proposed by a Nortbei'n aspirant for the Presidency, and is 
supported by a Northern administration, surrounded by the 
enemies of peace, harmony, and union, ivhose Free-soil pro- 
clivities have been manifested from the first moment they 
set their feet upon the footstool of power. I oppose it, be- 
cause I see Tammany Hall, Free-soil, and Adamantine polit- 
ical associations and committees uniting in its support. 
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" By almost superhuman efforts, sncli aa went far to cany 
the most distiuguished man of the ago to his grave, we have 
just extinguislied a conflagration that threatened tiae de- 
struction of the noblest ship of state that was ever lauuched 
upon the waters ; and we have scarcely had time to realize 
the result and exchange congratulations on our safety, when 
0916 more rash, and wild, and frantic than the rest seizes a 
blazing torch in each hand, rushes madly into the magazine 
of powder, floarishes his firebrands aloft, aut!, bidding defi- 
ance to all consequences, calls upon us to imitate his exam- 
ple. Those may follow him who choose ; but, for my own 
part, on all sneh ocoadona I prefer the hose to the flambeau. 
I beg the South to listen and veSect while yet the opportu- 
nity is offered, 

"I know that the champions of slavery in the South have 
made every concession to Free-soilism since it came in con- 
flict with Mr, Pierce and the spoils But 

let them not venture to sacrifice the sacred and solemnly- 
secured I'ighta of the South to promote the amhitious de- 
signs of selfish aspirants to power, nor yet with the vain 
hope of building np the fallen fortunes of their party. 

" As a SoicthCTH man, and as a national man, I should like 
to see this misshapen and ill-begotten monster killed. I 
should rejoice to see this Pandora's box of evils foi'ever 
buried, and I would resort to any fair and legitimate means 
to accomplish so desirable an end'; and, as I stand in the 
presence of my Maker, I will do what I can to defeat it ; 
and I say to my friends, in the South particularly, and to the 
people of the country every where, that their cry should be, 
'Let the demon of discord be strangled in its birth. Let 
it have no resting-place for its disturbed repose. Let it be 
hooted, scouted, and driven from door to door like a worth- 
less, penniless, beggarly thief. Lot no man give it a shelter 



..Google 



THE GREAT EEEELLION. lo9 

ffom tbe pitiless storm. Let it die and rot upon tlie dung- 
Iiill. Let every lover of his country, and of its peace, and 
harmony, and good-will, and honor, and good faitb, and du- 
ra\)ility, turn from it with loathsome and shuddering dis- 
gust, as they ■would avoid a pestilence or a plagne. Let 
him treat it as a disturber of his coanLvy'a peace, honor, 
Avelfare, and perpetuity.' 

"The South professes to despise Mr. Seward as its ■worst 
enemy. I tell the South that every man who helps to de- 
stroy the Compromise of 1820 is unwittingly engaged in 
the service of Mr. Seward. He is uniting the North as one 
man on a seetionai issae,in which their pride and principle 
are as much involved as ours, and which ■will throw them all 
into the ranks of Mr. Seward. Ton ■^■ill have no more na- 
tional Whiggery, no more national Democracy, no more 
'Hard-sholls,' nor 'Hunters,' nor 'Adamantines.' Ton mako 
them all Free-s oilers, Soflz-shells, and Barn-burners; and he 
who can not see the dark spirit of disunion hrrking around 
this bill is not a far-sighted man. In my opinion, no section- 
al strife we have ever had ■will begm to compare with it, 
either in intensity or duration." 

These are a few brief estracts from the appeals I address- 
ed to the South in 1854, audit was for the utterance of such 
sentiments as those that I ■was bespattered with the most 
filthy abase by all the leading papers of both parties. Whig 
aud Democratic ;' but, I am proad to s^y, never an inch did 
I give way to them. 

The immediate result of all this most nnjustifiablo and 
dishonorable conduct in violating a compact from which the 
South had derived all the benefit she could claim by the ad- 
mission of every territory lying sonth of the line of 36° 30' 
as slave states, including Missouri, Arkansas, Florida, and 
Texas, and providing for four more slave states out of the 
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Territory of Texas — I say the immediate effect of it was to 
give form, and substance, and organization to the party ever 
since known as the Republican party, in which was com- 
bined all the anti-slavery men of every degree, most of the 
old-line Whigs, and a very lai-ge portion of the Democracy, 
all of whom were shocked and indignant at the effort on the 
part of the South to appropriate to themselves a temtory to 
which they claimed a title-deed, with uninterrupted posses- 
slon for thirty-four years. 

In my African Church speech of 1850, as has been already 
seen, I sdd, "Under the operation of that law, to which the 
integrity and the honor of the South was pledged, the Sonth 
obtained the admission of Missouri and Arkansas as slave 
states when it \vn& in the power of the Korth to have re- 
jected them. They also obtained the adm^sion of Florida 
as a slave state, Texas as a slave state, and never — never 
while there was an opportunity to make a slave state out of 
Southern torritory did they dream that it was proper to re- 
peal that law. But when thoy had populated all their own 
territories, and obtained the admission of all their slave 
states, when thei-e was no necessity for it whatever, they at^ 
tempted to rob the North of its just due, and thereby dis- 
honestly sacrificed the integrity and honor of the South, that 
were pledged to cai-ry out in good faith the bargain entered 
into." 

The utterance of this unwholesome and, as, they thonght, 
most untimely truth, ci'eated intense excitement in the Dem- 
ocratic ranks. It was isolated from the rest of my speech 
by Mr. Robert G. Scott at Corinthian Hall, and commented 
on with much sourness of temper. But it can not be foi- 
gotten with what a spirit of demoniac bitterness and venom 
it was asemled by Governor Wise, who followed Mr. Scott, 
nor the severity with which I answered these two gentlc- 
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men. the next night at the African Church, and again at 
Petersburg. After characterizing mo aa an agitator and dis- ' 
turbei- of the public peace, a demon who had furnished ar- 
gnments to the jBh-atd and Tribune for Fremont, as an in- 
cendiary that ought to be aiTested and indicted, he says r 
" An offense like this cries to Heaven against one who onght 
to have let his right hand forget its cunning, and his tongue 
cleave to the roof of his mouth before he uttered treason to 
the hearth and home of the mother ' Wio' bore him," Now 
let us see what this same GovcrnovWise himself said a short 
time after, in one of the numerous letters ho was daily throw- 
ing off to the North and South to bolster nphis pretenaious 
to the Presidency. lie said : 

" I would protect her (the South) from the authors of the 
Kansfis-Nebrasta Bills, from the wickedness, and the frand, 
and tlio folly of a minority attempting to establish a rule 
of 'fas aiit nefas' in the face of an unscrupulous majority. 
"Wo were strong on the moral gi-ound of equality ; we re- 
linquished that when we attempted to assume more than 
equality, and we lost all character for justice. We were 
wise men in demanding no more than our due, and we have 
been foolish since and of late in trying to deprive others of 
their due. We have challenged a competition of settlement 
with a then slaveholding agricultural population, on our 
part against a majority host of commercial -trading, free 
white, free-soil people, who havo not all houses, and who 
are keeping a sharp look-out for them, and who can use 
Sharp's rifles, put into their hands by fanaticism, to acquire 
thora. 

" If I am to bo driven out as a dreamer, I will at least 
presei-ve mine integrity, and time and the day of famine 
will show whose counsel and whose course will have saved 
the household." Now if this is not a plagiarism from my 
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my own speechei?, it can not be denied that it is nearly allied 
to Olio, and I leave it to time and the present day to show 
■wiiose counsel and whose coiirse would have "saved the 
honsehold." 

But what am I to think of the man who would pnblicly 
and semi- officially denounce me for what I had said, and, be- 
fore the words were cold that fell from his lips, borrow my 
views, and, as nearly as possible, my language" on tbis very 
point, in one of his written communi cations, where possibly 
it might help him to use it, but which at a later day found 
its way to the public press ? This I leave to the better 
judgment of an impartial public. But to vetnrn from this 
digression. 

TUE PEESIDENTIAL QUESTIONS OP 1856. 

Thu time for the nomination in 1856 rolled on, the Dem- 
ocratic Convontiou met in Cincinnati, the two great actors 
ill tho Nebraska swindle were set aside — Pierce and Doug- 
las were both defeated ; they had only served, like poor 
puss, to pull the chestnuts out of the fire for the monkey 
to eat. Mr. Buchanan, who was understood to have been 
opposed to the disturbance of the Missouri Compromise 
(though then abroad), was nominated ; and thus was a 
triple swindle perpetrated by tho Democracy : they first 
cheated the country, and then cheated both of the principal 
instruments they had employed for cheating the people. 
Poor Douglas made all the amends ho could for his folly, 
and struggled hard to get out of the meshes into which his 
Southern friends and allies had entangled him, but if ho had 
lived to the age of Methusaleh, he could not have recovered 
his former position. 

TJie more miserable Pierce was left, as it were, to rot 
upon his own dunghill in New Hampshire; his name has 
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scarcely over been called in the South sinco, and ho has no 
place in the confidence, the affections, or respect of the 
North. So much for politicians suffei'ing themselves to be 
seduced from the path of rectitude hy an ovcfwccning am- 
bition. Mr. Fillmore, the "model President," as he bad 
been almost universally termed by the Democracy, after his 
defeat for the nomination in 1852 by General Scott was 
nominated by-the American party, but was nowhere in the 
race. 

The Republican party norainatecl John C. Fremont as 
their standard-bearer. During the progi^esa of the cam- 
paign, the prospects of his election were so encouraging as 
to render his success next akin to certainty, and it was 
thought the last Presidential card of Democracy had been 
played, and the trick, as they thought, would be trumped 
by this newly-organized party of Eepublicans ; and at once 
the cry went up with much more than its usual force '■'■that 
it was necessary to eUot a Democrat to save the Vnion" 

The Richmond Ingidrer put forth an editorial, from which 
the following \s an extract : " Let the South present a com- 
pact and undivided front. Let her show to the barbarians 
that her sparse population offere little hopes of plunder ; 
her military and self-reliant habits, and her mountain re- 
treats little prospect of \ictory ; and her firm union and de- 
voted resolution no chances of conquest. I^et her, if possi- 
ble, detach Pennsylvania and Southern Ohio, Southern In- 
diana, and Southern Illinois from the 2(orth, and make the 
highlands between tlie Ohio and the JMkes the dividing line, 
Xret the South treat with Calif oi-nia, and, if necessary, ally 
herself wit/i Hussia, with Cuba, and^BrazU" 

Mr, Preston Brooks, the nephew of Senator Bntler, upon 
whom, as his colleague, the mantle of Calhoun seemed to 
■ have fallen loosely for the moment, in a speech made to the 
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people of South Carolina, said, " As to his own position, he 
■ teas now, as he was in 1851, a co-operation disunionist. He 
thought it best to dissolve the government under which we 
now live; Taut, in doing this, there was a difference of opin- 
ion as to the means to be employed. He believed that 
something was due to our sister Southern States, who had 
the same interest at stake as rfe — that we should. be pre- 
pared to act with thom and to wait on them. ... . . The 

great question of the Piesidenoy would be settled, and if 
on the second Monday of ISTovembev nest it shall be found 
that Fremont is elected, he thought our course was plain. 
It is bis deliberate opinion that we shotdd then, on the Uh 
of March next, march to Washington, seize the archives 
and the Treamry of the government, and have the conse- 
quences to God" 

The then governor of this state (the TJuwise Ileniy A.), 
maddened by an insane and devouring ambition to be do- 
ing something that would keep his name in all men's 
mouths, seized upon these indications of what he considered 
to be the public feeling, and, perhaps, what he knew to be 
the general sentiment of the leaders of the party to which, 
in the premature decline of his manhood, he had allied him-, 
self, and was disposed to make himself super sen' iceable in 
any capacity, set himself to work to organize and officer the 
militia of the state, and called a meeting of all the govern- 
ors of the Southern States to meet him at Raleigh, for the 
purpose of organizing a force to march to Washington, 
seize upon the archives and the Treasury of the government, 
and "leave the conseqnenees to God" or the devil, as it is 
clear he was the master in whose sei-vice they were em- 
ployed. Governor Adams, of South Carolina, was the only 
one who met Lira, and tbus this scheme was at once played 
out. The sensible and reflecting loaders bad concluded 
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that tliG timo was cot yet, or that it was better to wait 
the result of the election, as there might still he time 
enough to prevent the iDauguration of Fremont in the event 
of his election. 

To all this, which I cited in a note to my African Church 
speech in 1858, 1 called the attention of the people in the 
following language : 

"Let what may happen after this to involve us in civil 
commotion and disunion, no man of the Democratic party 
can plead as an excuse his ignorance of the mischief he was 
perpetrating by acting with a party whose objects are thus 
plainly disclosed, not by their enemies, but by themselves. 

"Let the people read and reflect before they vote. 
'■ "If any public press had dared to utter such sentiments 
as these at any time before the Calhoun party obtained a 
foothold in the Sontl), the walls of his buUding would have 
been toi^n down, his type thrown into the river, and the au- 
thor himself would have received a coat of tar and feathers, 
and have been driven beyond the pale of civilized society ; 
and now they are permitted to cast the odium fi-om them- 
selves by the silly and childish attempt to fasten Black Re- 
publicanism and Abolitionism on all who do not foster and 
encourage their infamous doctrines." 

Here, then, was another wai-ning that I gave the people 
as to the designs of their leaders, and I was again de- 
nounced for that. 

But this threat to break up the goverament so far oper- 
ated on the timid men of Pennsylvania, together with the 
use of money freely contribnted in New York and expend- 
ed in the Keystone State, secured the election of Mr. Bu- 
chanan, and thus was the revolution staved off four years, 
which it is now manifest they ivero then earnestly bent on 
bringing about, rather than surrender their power and snb- 
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mit to a fall investigation and exposuvG of al! the atvocitiea 
tliey hacT committed ill the last flve-aud-tvventy years. True, 
the people were not prepared for such an issue, nor were 
they in 1861 ; yet, if tbey suEfered themselves to be buliiod 
into it now as they did, why would not the same routine 
of operations have served the pui-pose then? 

But " the han^wTiting was on the wall," and it was clear- 
ly foreseen that this was the last expiring effort of Democ- 
racy, and that this was the last Democratic President to be 
elected; and they at once went to work and cleared the 
dect for action, and from that time to the day of secession 
the coimtry has been kept in a constant state of tnrmoil and 
commotion. It was expedient, if not necessary, to familiar- 
ize the public mind to the idea of disnnlon, as they thought, 
and it was still more necessary to keep the mind of the 
South in a frensaed state of excitement on the subject of 
slavery, and of the injustice, inequality, and wrong of not 
being permitted to extend it to the territories, from which 
it had been expressly excluded fey the founders of the gov- 
eiTiment in 1V87, and, still more recently, actually excluded 
by their oim legislation in 1820. 

THE ATrEJMPT TO MAKE KANSAS A StAVJil STATE, 

The next step taken by the Southern Democracy was the 
attempt to force slavery into the Territory of Kansas — for 
what purpose ? it may be asked. It was considerably be- 
yond the slaveholding region of the United States, where 
neither the soil nor climate were adapted to slave labor-, and 
where the insectirity of the property would have deterred 
any rational man fi'om carrying his slaves; -why, then, were 
emigrant-aid societies gotten up in the Southern States, 
private and public subscriptions raised, large appropriations 
made by the state Legislatures from their public treasuries 
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to pny the expenses of those from the Slave States, w!io 
could be induced, witb or without slave property, to settle 
in Kansas ? They never expected nor hoped to make a per- 
mauent slave state of Kansas. Why, then, all this nianage- 
raent and expenditure ? Why, liecause it was a part of the 
pvogvarame by which the Korth was to be tept in a vio- 
lent stale of exasperation, and the South in fevered escite- 
ment on the subject of " otcr rights^' in the territories, and 
at the opposition that was made to those rights by the peo- 
ple of the North. 

In speaking of the controversies between the two sections 
on the subject of slaveiy, if I do not aiTMgn the North 
as often as I do the Soath, it is not because I hold them 
guiltless ; very far fi-om it, for they have done a great many 
things by which they not only entitled themselves to severe 
censure and rebuke, but to the jnst punishment of the of- 
fended laws of thetrnited States — such as their occasional 
opposition to the execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, the 
passage of their Personal Liberty Bills, etc. ; but I do mean 
to say that foi- the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, 
which was the proximate and immediate cause of all the 
troubles now upon the country, and for the evils that have 
gi-own ont of it, the South is not only particularly, but 
' and solely to blame ; and I say, moreover, as 
a the leaders were concerned, it was not done through 
inadvertence, want of judgment, or by accident, but by de- 
sign, from a studied and flagitious purpose to produce the 
very results that have followed ; and the attempt since made 
to shift the responsibility from their own shoulders to those 
of the Abolitionists, as much belies the truth of history as 
does the attempt now every where, and by almost every 
body, made to shift the responsibility of making this war 
from the shoulders of South Carolina and the otJior South- 
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ern. States to those of Abraham Lincoln, which he had no 
more ageacy in maliing than I had ; for he not only found 
war actually existing when he came into power, but it had 
been actively carried on for several months during the ad- 
ministration of hia predecessor, Mr. Buchanan, without an 
effort on hia part to arrest it, if it was not secretly winked 
at and encouraged, especially in its earlier stages. Another 
reason for not having said more of the Northern Abolition- 
ists was, because whatever might have been their personal 
inclinations and their local action in the states, they were 
impotent for mischievous legislation, and never originated, 
or had the power to carry out any of the ruinous measures 
that culminated in the great catastrophe ; all this was the 
work of Southern agitators and Southern Democracy; and, 
therefore, I have had less to say of the Abolition party 
than I otiievwise should, believing it to have been created, 
nursed, and encouraged by designing politicians South for a 
purpose little suspected by the deluded people upon whom 
the cheat was put. 

But while the South was thus actively engaged in send- 
ing off their own people to Kansas that they might adopt 
a Constitution recognizing slavery, the North was fai" from 
being inactive spectators of what was going on ; they were 
also at work, and with every advantage in their favor. In 
my first letter on the Nebraska Bill in 1854, 1 said, " The 
next question is, by which section of the country conld this 
territory be filled up with the gi'eatest facility ? TJie slave- 
holder of the South is generally a landholder on a larger or 
smaller scale ; he would necessarily require time to sell out 
his lands, stock, and chattels, while the free laborer of the 
North packs his carpet-bag at night, buckles his belt around 
his bo<!y, and is off at the first whistle of the locomotive. 
Thus will he settle the territory and declare it free while 
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tlie Soutliei'ii man is getting j'eafly to start." (For a far- 
ther plagiarism of this idea, see General Wise's letter 
above.) And eo it proved to be. It waa settled by the 
surplus population of the Moitb -whiie the South ivas mak- 
ing haste to get ready. 

Finding themselves overpowered by numbers in Kansas, 
the South — I say the South, because it was done by South- 
ern men, and the Southern members of Congress wilhont 
exception, as far as I itoow, unless Mr. Millson, of the Nor- 
folk district, formed an exception, all approved and encour- 
aged it; and the Southern people, with very rare excep- 
tions, participated in the excitement growing out of it ; the 
Southern Democracy, their aiders and abettors,! say resort- 
ed to stratagem and trictery to effect what by open and 
undisguised means they had failed in, and that by a most 
open, bold, unprincipled, and nefariona swindle, to force 
upon the people of Kansas a Constitution framed by the 
representatives of about two thousand persons out of a pop- 
ulation of twenty thousand, by which slavery was not only 
declared to be a perpetnal institution, but that no man 
should be permitted to question it, and aiBxing high penal- 
ties, either of death or imprisonment in the penitentiary, for 
any who should write, print, or publish or circulate in the 
territoiy any boob, paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular 
containing a denial of the right of persona to hold slaves, 
etc., etc., with other equally ofl'ensive provisions, npon which 
the- people were not pennitted to vote, because, as it was 
openly avowed, it was known they would reject it, but were 
to Lave it crammed down their throats aa yoa would cram 
doagli down the throat of a calf to fatten it for market, 

I have not the time or space to write out the history of 

this piece of Democratic handicraft, which excited the dis- 

gust and contempt of every man who had any regard for 

H 
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the freedom of his own race, or any respect for honesty and 
fair dealing. Now that the excitement of the occasion has 
passed off, I know that there are thousands and tens of 
thousands who, if they would examine this sabject and its 
history fairly, could scarcely be made to believe they had 
ever permitted themselves to be made participators in, or 
had lent their active aid to the perpetration of such an in- 
iquity. Yet such was the fact ; this was a part and parcel, 
and but one of the scenes in the great drama that had been 
put upon the stage by Southern Democracy, the boasted 
friends and champions of the rights of the people and the 
rights of the states ; and then the people of the South, in the 
wild excitement of their passions, were made to believe that 
the resistance offered to this scheme of tyranny, despotism, 
and fraud by men who had the right to establish their or- 
ganic law that we claimed for ourselves, was an unconstitu- 
tional and nnholy war made npon the rights of the South. 
I quote what I said of it at the time in my Academy of 
Music speech in 1859. 

HE. BOTTS'S SPJSECH IK HEW YOKE IN 1859. 

"They claim to be a State-rights party, and utterly deny 
that any man can be a friend to the rights of the states 
who does not attach himself to their Democratic organiza- 
tion. 

" Well, in the course of my reading and my experience 
I have known of but few instances in which there has been 
any attempt on the part of the general government to inter- 
fere with or encroach npon the rights of the states ; and 
those few are very striking and very remarkable instances, 
as well as of transcendant importance, and of very recent 
date, and have all originated and been sustained by the 
Democratic party. 
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"Tiio firsl case was that of tho Lecompton Constitution, 
in whicli the doctrine was asserted by a State-rights Repub- 
lican Democratic President {for that is the title they have 
assumed to themselves), and strenuously attempted to be 
carried out. in Congress, that it was in the power of the 
Federal authorities to legislate one of the territories of this 
government as a state into the Union, with a Constitution 
which had never been submitted to the people for ratifica- 
tion, on the avowed ground that, if submitted, it would be 
rejected, and against which seven tenths of the people of 
that ten-itory were then remonstrating and protesting — a 
doctriue that strnck a death-blow at the basis and founda- 
tion of our Revolution — a doctrine that denied both tho 
right and tho capacity of tho people for self-government — a 
doctrine, the advocacy of which, in the absence of party 
machinery and party demands, there was not one of its ad- 
vocates within the broad limits of this nation whose stand- 
ing and popularity could have withstood the storm of ^op- 
ular indignation and wrath with which ho would have been 
overwhelmed — a doctrine that was the most anti-Democrat- 
ic, anti-Repnblican, anti-state-rights, anti-constitutional, anti- 
coramon-sense, and anti- common-honesty doctrine that was 
ever propounded to the American people; and yet there 
was not one Southern Democrat in either house of Con- 
gress that had the consistency, the principle, or the inde- 
pendence to Tote against it. And it is a historical fact 
never to be forgotten or overlooked, that the only party in 
this country that could be found to give it their support 
was the Democratic Repnblican State-rights party, and that 
that fraction of the party claiming, " par excellence," to be 
the true and genuine Simon-pure State-rights wing of the 
party, gave it the most earnest and active support. 

"For my own part, having jnst retnrned from abroad 
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wben this question was raging with its greatest violence 
in Congress, I stood by an inactive but not an unconcei-ned 
apeetato]', feeling that if the final result should show that 
the power and influence of the President had become so 
omnipotent and overwhelming, or that the people had be- 
come so debased and indificreut to their own rights and 
tho enjoyment of free government, as to have submitted pa- 
tiently to such outrageous and intolerable oppression and 
wrong, that then there was no despotism in the Old World 
under which I would not as soon have lived as under the 
tyrannical and iron despotism of Democracy. 

"Thanks to God, the doctrine did not prevail; and, 
thanks to God, the people are resolved to be left free to 
choose their own form of government, in defiance of bribes 
on the one hand, and the threats on the other of the Demo- 
cratic Republican State-rights party that now holds tho 
reins of government in its hands, I trust for a limited period 
only ; for if after this they shall be retained in power, the 
liioral effect and virtue of the action of the people will have 
been thrown away. 

" Does this action of the party indeed constitnte Democ- 
racy ? If a case parallel to this covld occur in England, it 
would drive any ministry into everlasting disgrace, if no 
more. In France it would produce a revolution that no 
power of government could resist. In Russia it would be 
regarded as an act of detestable tyranny, against which tho 
. serfs themselves would rebel. Yet here it is claimed as 
evidence of Democratic consistency, and adherence to the 
principles of true Democracy, 

" Look again at the question of tlie admission of Kan- 
sas under a new Constitution. Every Southern Democrat 
has already voted for its admission under a Constitution 
that the people of Kansas have disavowed, rejected, and 
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Spurned. Tliey were offered adicission, with their tliirty- 
five thousand population,- if they woulil ignore all that Lad 
passed, stultify theraselvea, and yield obedienco to the dic- 
tation of the Federal Executive and Congress ; and now, 
aince they have indignantly rejected the bribe, and spurned 
the throats which accompanied it, it is recommended by the 
representative of the Democratic State-rights pai'ty, that 
one rule shall be adopted for the admission of Kansas, and 
another for Oregon, and all the other territories of the 
TJnited States. 

"May wo not ask, in the name of Heaven, what baa this 
government come to ? In what direction are we drifting ? 
What haven are we to reach ? Is this Democracy ? Is 
this justice ? Is this honesty ? Is this constitutional liber- 
ty? Is this what our fathers fought for? Is this state 
rights? Is one territory to be left free to form a govern- 
ment to suit itself, and another to be required to frame one 
to suit the President or the Democratic party? la this the 
way the President hopes to put down agitation, and restore 
harmony to our already distracted country ? Yet where 
is that party which looms up io bold relief for the equality 
and sovei'ciguty of all the states ? Whore is that Democ- 
racy that is always loud-mouthed in proclaiming the equal- 
ity and sovereignty of the people?" 

I also append a sketch of the proceedings of the Kansas 
Convention, as taken from the National Tntdligeno^ o£ th&t 
day, that a fair conception may be formed of what an out- 
rage the South had been led to take an active part in per- 
petrating, while, as I have said, they were made to believe 
tliey were only contending for their plain legal rights in the 
tci-j-itories, of which they were about to be unceremonious- 
ly robbed. Here is the sketch : 

" The Douglas wing of the Convention wanted to submit 
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the slave clause to tho people, but not tlie body of tbe 
Constitution. The plan is to force the people to vote for 
the iostrumeat itself, whether they are for it, or agaiust it. 
This Constitution legalizes all the laws past by the spurious 
Legislature, including tho Blact Code, which punishes with 
death those who oppose slavery. 

" We have space only for a condensed sketch of the pro- 
ceedings : 

" Mr, John Randolph, a blunt, outspoten pro-slavery del- 
egate representing Atchison County, in tho coarse of de- 
bate on Friday said that he was in favor of tho minority 
report, because ho considered the plan of tho majority (Cal- 
houn's) a Bwindle, The idea of submitting one clause of the 
Constitution, and not allowing the people to vote on the 
whole, was mean, cowardly, and infamous ; it was worse 
than a swindle, it was scoundrelism ! He ridiculed the idea 
that the love of Democracy and the principles of free suf- 
frage actuated the ' Nationals' in the Convention. Else 
why did they deny to tho people the right to vote npon 
the whole instrument ? He was in favor of submitting the 
whole or none; bo was down on all sneaking, half-way 
dodges. For himself, ho believed the Convention to bo a 
sovereign body, and therefore possessing the right to send 
up to Congi'ess its Constitution without submitting it to the 
people at large. He was opposed from principle to letting 
the Abolitionists and Black Republicans vote down their 
Constitution, as they would do if they had a chance. ' What 
he did he wanted to do openly; ho was opposed to stab- 
bing in the dark. He hated Jwdases, who kissed only to 
betray. The majority report was a cheat and a fraud. 

"Mr.Morley, of Riley Coanty, pitched into both reports. 
He denounced the proposition of the majority as a base at- 
tempt to swindle the people, and the minority report as a 
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liigli-lianded outrage. He said tbat tlie 'Nationals' wanted 
to slip poison into the Free-aoilers' cup, wliiie the Atohieon- 
ites were for blowing out thdr brains openly, and tbat was 
all the diffcroneo between them on the slavery question. 
He then offered a substitute proposing to submit the whole 
Constitntion to all tho legal voters, with a proviso requir- 
ing every voter to swear to support this Constitution if it 
should be ratified, the Nebraska Bill, and the Fugitive Slave 
Law. His substitute was tabled by a large majority. 

•" Colonel Jenkins, fugioman of the nltriusta, next spoke. 
He took tbe broad Southern Democratic ground, and claim- 
ed that the Convention hold tho sovereignty, and should 
decide not to submit tho Constitution, or any part of it, to 
the people. He said the publio good and the proper equi- 
librium between the Free and Slave States required that 
Kansas should come into the Union ag a slave state. He 
knew it would be received if a slave Constitution was sent 
up to Washington. He said that he had read a letter from 
President Buchanan' to a prominent member of the Pro- 
slavery party in Kansas, to the effect that the 'Constitution 
would be received in the form as sent np by this Conven- 
tion. 

"Mr. Welis, of Douglas County, was opposed to both re- 
ports. He denounced in bitter terms those who were des- 
ignated as Abolitionists in the Convention. They were all 
National Democrats ; there was not a Black Republican 
among them. Although be considered Kepublicans as en- 
emies to the Constitution and country, yet they were citi- 
zens, and entitled to a voice in the institutions under which 
they must live. We can not get over this, and we should 
not, said he, malce a Constitution in which the people were 
prevented from expressing themselves on the institutions 
under which they wish to live. This Convention represents 
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ouly two thousand voters, and there are twenty thousaad in 
Kansas. It was repugnant to alt hia ideas of right for two 
thousand men to attempt to dictate to ten times their Eum- 
ber, and force upon ihem institutions whicli they hated and 
abhorred. He did not beliovo that Congress would accept 
a Constitution so fi-amed ; he thought the Northern Demo- 
crats would not dare to vote ftr admitting a state under 
such circumstances ; and, if they did, the Black Republicans 
would destroy the party in every free state. The destruc- 
tion of the Democratic party in the North would be a ca- 
lamity which the admission of a dozen slave states would 
not counterbalance. 

" General Calhoun, of Springfield, Uliuois, made a long 
speech in favor of the majority report, and of only submit- 
ting the slavery clause to the people. He was opposed to 
giving the ' Topetaites' a chance to 'vote down our Dcmo- 
evatic Constitation.' The majority report would compel 
tbe Abolitionists to vote for the Constitution while they 
were voting down" the slave clause, no matter bow repug- 
nant it might be to them. ' In this way wo have got them 
tight,' said he, 'and they can't help themselves.' There are 
several provisions in the body of tbe instrument which suffi- 
ciently protect slave property, which, with tbe Drgd Scott 
decision, is all that Southern gentlemen should ask. By 
this means Kansas will come into the Union as a Democrat- 
ic state like Illinois. 

"A dozen other speeches were made, which we have not 
room to sketch. 

" As the matter stood at adjournment, the Fire-eaters had 
achieved a signal triumph. A clause bad been adopted in 
the Constitution making Kansas forever a slave state ; and 
this Constitution was ordered to be sent to Congress with- 
out submission to the people in any shape, not even in the 
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swindling foi'tn proposed by tlio Douglasites. The people 
of Kansas are in a fermeat. An explosion may take place 
at any moment. An extra session of the Legislature is 
talked of, and also a general convention of the Free-state 
party, to decide upon the best policy to pursue in reference 
to the spurious pro-slavery Constitution. The affairs of 
Kansas are yet far from ecttled. The Nebraska Bill is 
working most beautifully !" 

The pro-slavery report vas adopted by a vote of twenty- 
six to twenty-three. 

This was the measure that, in a copy of the Kichmond 
Whig now before me, is declared to be the " test-qnestion 
between the Horth and the South," by which the orthodoxy 
and iidehty of every man was to be tried ; and because, with 
a knowledge of the facts here recited, I conld not lend my 
snpport to this shameless fraud and disgraceful piece of 
trickery and despotism, I was not only proscribed by my 
enemies, bat looked upon with distrust by a large number 
of my own party. Could any thing better serve to show 
the state of ignorance or irtter depravity in which parties in 
the South had been kept by their excitement or reduced by 
the iron heel of Democracy? 

TUB JOHN BKOVra EAID. 

Then, too, was rebellion again threatened if they elected 
Banks Speaker of the House ; but he waa elected, and, so 
far from rebelling, many of the rebels united at the close of 
the session in a vote of thanks for the ability and impartial- 
ity he had displayed. The same scenes were re-enacted at 
the time that Sherman was a candidate ; and then at last, 
as if the devi! himself had engaged in their service, came the 
John Brown raid, which many of the leaders in Richmond 
declared to be a "godsend" for the party ; and then, again, 
H2 
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the Helper book, brouglit to light by the Now York Herald 
to help them along with their most uniighteous work of 
manufacturing excitement which now amounted to frenzy. 

The wild freak of this crazy fanatic, John Brown, aided 
and helped on by the scarcely less or^ay fanatic who then 
exercised the functions of chief magistrate of this state, af- 
forded a convenient opportunity for the blood-and-thunder 
scenes that are usually gotten np behind the curtains, but 
o;i this occasion were not only performed in the midst of 
Uie audience, but they, the audience, were, as if by a magic 
wand, converted into raanagere and actors of the play. The 
city of Richmond was thrown into a ferment that has rarely 
had its parallel even in Paris, which soon extended to and 
was spread all over the state. When we look back, at this 
distance of time, calmly and dispassionately at the scenes of 
that day, it would be amusing, except that they were too 
ridiculous, and yet too serious to excite a laugh over the fol- 
lies that rnled the hour. I have seen nothing like it since 
the war commenced, unless it might have been on that mem- 
orable Sunday when the city was startled with the appalling 
cry that the Pawnee was coming up James River, when ev- 
ery pocket-pistol for miles around was brought into requisi- 
tion for her total annihilation. But the Jolin Brown affair 
answered the pui-poses of tho party; it not only excited the 
universal apprehension for tho safety of the slave property 
of the South, but it furnished an occasion for the display of 
military ardor rarely witnessed by any people, the cost of 
which to the state bordered on half a million of dollars. 
The eighteen or nineteen followers of oM Brown, free ne- 
groes and whites, were nearly all caught and executed ; 
bushels of letters that have never seen tho light were said 
to have been received by " his excellency," implicating a 
largo number of the most prominent men of the Republican 
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party ; and when the Repnblioan members of the luveeti- 
gating Committee of t!ie Senate demanded that the govern- 
or should be summoned to testify and exhibit the letters in 
his possession, Mr. Mason, tbe chairman of the committee, 
bacted by the members of hia own pavty, peremptorily de- 
clined to furnish the proof of what they had charged, al- 
though that proof was claimed to be in the possession of the 
governor. But even this did not block the game that was be- 
ing played. The Legislature demanded, and ultimately dra- 
gooned the unsuspecting or timid Whigs; if there were, any 
then that could be so called, to grant without serious opposi- 
tion large appropriations of money for arming the citizen sol- 
diers, erecting armories, mannfacturiag and purchasing arms, 
etc.-— all preparatory to this very war, which they hnew was 
at hand, and wliich I was most bitterJy denounced for 
posing at the time in my letter addressed to certain m 
bers of the Legislature, in which I set forth the folly of what 
they were contributing to bring about. I think tiiere has 
scarcely been any period of time during this war when the 
public mind was more excited than it was from the time of 
the discovery of John Brown's entrance into Virginia up to 
his execution (some thirty days), all of which was manufac- 
tured for a purpose by "his excellency, the governor," who 
was always ready " to light in the Union," but has done 
precious little fighting since he left it, although lie contrib- 
uted largely toward taking himself and the state out togeth- 
er, as far as the state could be carried out. 

ISTS NOIIINATIONS FOR PKESIDENT IN I860. 

But at length the time arrived for the nomination of can- 
didates for the Presidency in 1860 by the three parties then 
existing — to wit, the Democratic party, the " Opposition" 
party, and the Eepublican. The Opposition party nomin- 
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atod first, ar.d nominated "honest Jofin Bell" as an honest 
Union man, and so he was as long aa it promised to be prof- 
itable to be so. The Democrats met at Charleston, and the 
secessionists and conservatives, not being able to agree, 
broke np in a row. The former wing afterward met in 
Richmond and nominated John C Breckinridge, of Ken- 
tucky, who is now in arms against both governments, state 
and federal ; and yet he is held in these Confederate States 
as a brilliant type of a true patriot. The other wing met in 
Baltimore and nominated Stephen A. Douglas. The Eepub- 
licatis nominated Abraham Lincoln, and, as a part of their 
platform, adopted the following resolution : 

"That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the 
states, and especially the right of each state to order and 
control its own domestic institutions according to its own 
judgment exclusively, ia essential to that balance of power 
on which the perfection and endurance of our political fab- 
ric depends ; and we denounce the lawless invasion by arm- 
ed forco of the soil of any state or territory, no matter un- 
der what party, as among the gravest of crimes." 

This was a part of the platform on which Liueolti was 
elected, while he himself, when a candidate for the Senate 
of the United States against Judge Donglas, and when he 
sought the vote of the Abolition party, never then dream- 
ing perhaps of being a candidate for the Presidency, was 
known to have said, " I have no purpose, directly or indi- 
rectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery where it 
exists. I believe I have no right to do so, and I have no in- 
clination to do so." Upon which, together with other sim- 
ilar declarations duiing his canvass in the State of lilinois, 
Jndah P. Benjamin — the St, Domingo Jew, since Secretary 
of State for the Confederacy (God help ns!) — said in the 
Senate that Lincoln was a safer and sounder man on tho 



..Google 



181 

slavery question than Douglis, wlio hy this time had be- 
come psirticularly obnoxious t^ the Southern Detaoeracy, 
because Douglas, who found himself cheited by the South 
in the nomination he bad ei-peoted, desiied uow to make fa- 
vor with tho Korth by adhering to the doctrine ofaon-in- 
torvention," or hands off, wLich constituted the main feature 
of the Nebraska Bill, on the ground that it wmdd pay to the 
Horlh, ivhile the South now sternly repudiated this doe- 
trine, which at first constituted with them the chief and al- 
most only recommendation for tho passage of the bill, be- 
cause they found it would not pay to the South. 



THE CONSPIEACY I 

Yet no sooner was this "safei- and sounder man" — in the 
language of the Jew — nominated, than the tocsin of war 
was sounded. The platform on which he was presented to 
the country, together with all that he had said as quoted 
above, was not only ignored, but resolutely and persevering- 
ly denied ; and it was every where proclaimed that his elec- 
tion would inevitably inaugurate a war against the institu- 
tions of the South, until thousands and tens of thousands of 
well-meaning and patriotic men were led to believe that 
their welfare, safety, and honor all depended upon the de- 
sti'uction of such a government as tho world will never per- 
haps loolc upon again. 

In tho mean time fonr at least of tho Democratic Cabinet 
of Mr. Buchanan were lending every energy toward the 
overthrow of the government they were swora to support, 
while he was too Democratic, if not too treacherous to re- 
sist. 

Up to this time the highest aspirations of the leaders had 
been to break up the Uniou and establish a Southern Con- 
federacy ; to this they hoped at a future day to annex Cuba 
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antl a consklerable portion of Mexico, tinder wliicJi the pow- 
er of the Democracy would remain undisturbeil. But when 
they found nearly the whole power of l!ie governmciit en- 
listed in tehalf of the contemplated rebellion, when they 
found the heads of so many of the departments, embracing 
the Secretaries of the Treasury, War, Mavy, and Interior, 
viz., Messrs, Howell Cobb, John B. Floyd, Isaac M. Toucey, 
and Jacob Thompson, all lending aa active co-operation to 
their treasonable purposes, and the President himself, ei- 
ther from imbecility, cowardice, or want of patriotism, if 
uot decidedly encouraging the movement, at least icdis- 
posod to take any steps to check its progress, then " vault- 
ing ambition o'erleapod itself," and, ■with treason douily- 
damned, they struck for nothing less than the absolute con- 
trol of the entire country, and consequent seizure of the 
Capitol at "Washington, which has already been explained 
in the preceding pages of this ontline of traitors ; but the 
day of retribution will assuredly arrive, and the poisoned 
chalice will bo returned to their own lips. Oh ! 
"Is there not some chosen cnree, 
Some hidden thnnder in tlie stores of Hefivcn, 
Ked Tvith nncommon ivrnlh, to blast the man 
Who owes his greatness to liis conntry's rnin ?" 
During the canvass the pubHo mind was filled with the 
most frightful apprehensions, from the studied misi'epresent- 
ationa of the press and pnblie speakera. Yet the Union 
spirit of this state remained firm and unshaken, and Vir- 
ginia was carried by a plurality vote for the man who stood 
upon tho platform of "the Union, the Constitution, and the 
Enforcement of the Laws." 
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THE ELECTION OE I.INCOLN. 

Liacoln was elected by a pSuvality vote only, falling very 
far short of a majority. South Carolina went into ecstasies 
over the event ; the city of Charleston was illuminated, bon- 
fires blazed in every direction ; the pretest was offered, the 
time for open rebellion had at last arrived ; a convention 
was called, and an ordinance of secession was passed. The 
property of the United States of every description was 
seized, consisting of arsenals, arms, ammunition, revenue 
cutters, mints, custom-houses, post-offices, with all their con- 
tents; in short, whatever of government property they could 
reach was appropriated. After a severe struggle, and a 
great deal of- chicanery, and false play, the Gulf or Cotton 
States followed suit to South Cai-olina, while it is extreme- 
ly doubtful whether there was not a clear majority in every 
state, possibly with the exception of South Carolina, against 
disunion, if a full, fair, and jVee vote could have been taken; 
but every where the more desperate, the reckless, the idle, 
the thoughtless, the depraved, and the youthful portions of 
the community, who had every thing to gain and nothing 
to lose by commotion, as they imagined, were easily enlist- 
ed in such a cause, while by coarse denunciation and threats 
of violence the sounder and more respectable portions of so- 
ciety were deterred from an honest expression of opinion. 

During the administration of Mr. Buchanan, who had at 
length been stirred np by General Scott to a sense of duty 
to the country, and long before Lincoln was inaugurated, 
the steamer " Star of the West," sailing under the United 
States flag, with re- enforcements for Fort Sumter, was fired 
npon as she attempted to enter into the harbor of Charles- 
ton, and was forced to put back, she being an unarmed 
commercial steamer, selected specially that no suspicion 
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might attach to tho object of her entrance, and that no of- 
fense might he given to this rebellious state, which waa a 
great and inexcusable eiTov: re-enforcements should have 
been sent openly, and with a force that would have lauded 
there in spite of all opposition. 

Shortly after South Carolina had assumed her position of 
hostility to the government, Goveraor Letcher issued his 
proclamation calling the Legislature together in estraordi- 
naiy session, ~which ivaa composed of a body of men that 
had been elected nearly two years before, and did not, there- 
fore, come fresh from tho people, and consisted of a largo 
majority of Breckinridge men, or of the disunion party. 
They made hot haste, without consulting the people, and 
■wjtliout the slightest authority to call a convention, for tho 
iovai-iable habit heretofore ill Virginia had been first to sub- 
mit to the people whether they would have a convention 
or not, which was determined by the voteyoj" or against it. 
But no such course was pursued here; all precedent was 
set aside, and the convention called. Tbo people acqui- 
esced in what they seemed to think they had no power to 
control ; hut still the state held fast to her moorings, and 
elected something more than two thu'ds professed Union 
men. But even then, distrustful either of their wisdom or 
virtue, they voted by an overwhelming majority that noth- 
ing'they might do should have a binding operation until it 
was submitted to them for ratification or rejection. 

THE "so-called" PEACE COSGEESS. 

While this Convention was in session, various pretended 
efforts were made to gull the people with the belief that 
they sought for compromise and peace, but could not ob- 
tain it. I say pretended eforts, because, I repeat, the Do- 
mocraoy never intended to accept any compromise that did 
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not secure to tliem the power of the government. TLis ia 
a broad and bold assertion, and ought to be eetabliahed by 
(iroof. Well, here it is ; 

1st. A Peace Congress had been proposed to be held in 
Washington, to come, if possible, to some terms of imdei-- 
standing ; five gentlemen were appointed as delegates from 
this state, to wit, Messrs, William 0. Rives, James A. Scd- 
don, George W. Summers, John Tyler, and John W. Erock- 
enbrongh. The Congress met ; certain terms of arrange- 
ment were agreed upon, which were satisfactory to a ma- 
jority of those delegates or commissioners, to wit, Mr. 
Rive3,Mr, Summers, and Judge Bjockenbrougb, one a Whig, 
one a Democrat, and the third supposed to stand in abont 
as close proximity to the one party as to the other ; but 
they did not prove satisfactory to Messi-s. Tyler and Seddoii, 
of the secession party, nor did they prove acceptable to 
any one secessionist in the Convention, as far as I have ever 
learned ; and it sarely may be supposed that any proposi- 
tion that could have been acceptable to all othere than the 
secessionists would have been far better than a resort to 
civil war, even if they had not gotten ali they had asked 
for. 

But as very few of the Southern people have had the op- 
portunity of knowing what terms were oifcrcd by this Peace 
Congress, I incorporate them here, as indispensable to a 
correct understanding of this question, 

"Akticlb l3,Section 1. In all the present territory of 
the TTnited States north of the parallel of 36° 80' of north 
latitude, iovoiuntary servitude, except on punishment of 
Clime, IS piohibited la all the present territoiy south of 
that line the status of persons held to involuntary service 
or lib 11 li It now exists shall not be changed; nor shall 
ar y liw be pnssed by Congiess or the Temtoria! Legisla- 
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ture to liiiidev or prevent the taking of Bticli persons from 
aiiy of the states of this Union to saicl territory, nor to im- 
pair the rights aiising from said relation, hut the same shall 
ho subject to judicial cognizance in the Federal conrts ac- 
cording to the course of the common laiv. Whenever any 
territoiy north or south of said line, within such boundary 
as Congress may subscribe, shall contain a population equal 
to that required for a member of Congress, it shall, if its 
form of government bo republican, be admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original states, with or 
without involuntary eervitnde, as the Constitution of such 
state may provide. 

" See. 2. No territory shall be acquired by the United 
States, except by discovery and for naval and commercial 
stations, d6p8ts, and transit routes, ivithont the concurrence 
of a majority of all the senators from states which allow 
involuntary servitnde, and a majority of all the senators 
from states which prohibit that relation ; nor shall territory 
be acquired by treaty unless the votes of a majority of the 
senators from each class of states herein before mentioned 
be east as a part of the two thirds majority necessary to 
the ratification of such treaty. 

" Seo. 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment 
thereof, shall be construed to give Congress power to regu- 
late, abolish, or control within any state the relation estab- 
lished or recognized by the laws thereof touching persona 
held to labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere 
with or abolish involuntary service in the District of Co- 
lumbia without the consent of Maryland and without the 
i3onsent of the owners, or malting the owners who do not 
consent just compensation; nor the power to interfere with 
or prohibit representatives and others from bringing with 
them to the District of Columbia, retaining and taking 
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away persons so held to labor or semce; aor the power to 
interfere with or abolish involuntary seryioe in places under 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the tTnited States within those 
states and territories where the same ie established or rec- 
ognized ; nor the power to prohibit tba removal or trans- 
portation of persons held to labor or involuntary service ia 
any state or territory of the United States to any other state 
or territory thereof where it is established or recognized by 
law or usage, and the right, during transportation by sea or 
river, of touching at ports, shores, and landings, and of land- 
ing in case of distress, shall exist ; but not the right of trans- 
it in or through any state or territory, or of ealo or traffic, 
against the laws thereof. Kor shall Congress have power 
to authorize any higher rate of taxation ou pereons held to 
labor or service than on land. The bringing into the Dis- 
trict of Columbia of persons held to service or labor for sale, 
or placing them in d^pfits to be afterward transferred to 
other places for sale as merchandise, is prohibited. 

" See. i. The third paragraph of the second section of the 
fourth arUcie of the Constitution shall not be construed to 
prevent any of the states, by appropriate legislation and 
through the action of their political and ministerial officers, 
from enforcing the delivery of fugitives from labor to the 
pereon to whom such service or labor is due. 

" See. 5. The foreign slave-trade is hereby forever pro- 
hibited ; and it shall be the duty of Congress to pass laivs 
to prevent the importation of slaves, coolies, or persons held 
to service or labor, into the United States and territories 
from places beyond the limits thereof. 

" Sea. 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with 
this section of these amendments, and the third paragi'apli 
of the second section of the first article of tlio Constitution, 
and the third paragraph of the second section of the fourth 



..Google 



188 TUB GHEAT EKISELLION". 

article thereof, shall not be auiendecl ov abolishetl without 
the consent of all the states. 

" Sec. 1. CoDgrcss shall provide by lavf that the United 
States shall pay to the owner the full value of his fugitive 
from labor in all cases where the marshal or other officer, 
■whose daty it was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented 
from 60 doing by violence or intimidation from mobs or 
riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive was 
rescued by like violenco or intimidation, and the owner 
thereby deprived of the same, and the acceptance of such 
payment shall pveehide the owner from farther claim to 
such fugitive. Congress shall provide by law for seeming 
to the citizens of ea«h state the privileges and imraanities 
of citizens in the several states." 

These were the resolutions or recommendations for 
amendments to the Constitution adopted by the Peace Con- 
gress, and that were recommended for adoption to the Vir- 
ginia Convention by Messrs. Kives, Suramei's, and Brochen- 
brougb, but which Mr. Tyler and Mr. Seddon in their re- 
port denounced as an insult to the South, and upon their 
recommendation they were defeated. 

What there was of offense to be found in them I have 
been utterly unable to comprehend pand what more could 
have been expected by men who prefeiTed peace without 
power to vtar with poxoer 1 am unable to conjecture; and 
to impose upon the people tlie belief that the Peace Con- 
gress "refused all concessions to the South" was simply a 
delusion and a cheat, to call it by no harsher name. 

Again, when the question was asTted Mr. Hunter in the 
Senate of the United States, in Januaiy, 1861, whether, if 
the two houses of Congi-ess wonld adopt by constitutional 
majorities such amendments to the Constitution as would 
be acceptable to the South, ho would exert his individual m- 
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flaiince to maintain the Couatitution and government as it 
was until the states wonld have time to act npon them, Mr. 
Mmter declined to give any auchpkdge. If Mr. Hunter was 
for peace and nnion, why would he not give such a pledge ? 
and why profess to want amendments to tbe Constitution 
for the security of any Southern right, if they were not will- 
ing to aiford time for their adoption according to the forma 
and requirements of the Constitution ? 

THE CKITTEHDEtT COMPEOJUSE MEASURES. 

But again, Mr, Crittenden had offered certain resolutions 
of compromise to the House of Rejireeentatives, to which 
Mr, Bigler, a Democratic senator ffom Pennsylvania, had 
offered an amendment, and those res olutionSj that were pro- 
claimed every where, at least by all b«t the extreme seces- 
sionists, as entirely satisfactory to the South, were referred 
to a committee of the Senate, of which Mr, Jefferson Davis 
and Mr. Robert Toombs were members. When the vote 
was taken, Mr. Davis and Mr. Toombs both voted against 
them, when their votes would have carried them, and have 
secured other Northern votes for them also, hut which were 
not given, because Northern members said, naturally enough, 
it was not worth while for them to make concessions to the 
South which Southern members rejected ; and yet, after they 
had been thus defeated, before the sun went down on the 
same day Mr. Toombs telegraphed to. the Georgia Conven- 
tion that the JVorth had refused to give this boon to the 
Sonth, and all that was left for the state to do was to go out 
of the Union. They took him at his word and went out. 

Again, the whole subject of settling this difficulty was re- 
fei-red by the House of Representatives to a committee, of 
which Hon. Thomas Corwin was chairman ; they adopted 
certain amendments to. the Constitution which secured all 
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tlie rights of the South forever, and to which no Southern 
man could reasonably object; they ivere brought up for 
consideration in the House, and, as far as they were acted 
upon, passed that body by a vote of two thirds. Among 
those acted on and passed by two thirds was an amendment 
forever prohibiting Congress from legislating on the subject 
of slavery; but the impetuosity of the secessionists was such 
that they would not wait for the final result. 

Again : here is the testimony of the Kichmond W7i,iff as 
to the true objects of this resolution; and it must not bo 
overlooked that that paper and its editor had become thor- 
oughly indoctrinated in the secession school, and claims now, 
I believe, to have been aa original secessionist ; but wheth- 
er this ia so or not, it is certain that no Democratic paper in 
the South, from the time the secessionists outbid the Union 
men for its support, has been more violent and extreme dur- 
ing the progress of the war, as weU as in its efibrts to car- 
ry the state out of the Union, than this once honored and 
honorable organ of the Whig and Union party. 



This is what the Whiff said: 

" Meconstmction. — The plan of ex-Senator Bigler, of Penn- 
sylvania, for ending the war consists of a suggestion that the 
Legislatm-es of the Yankee States shall petition Congress to 
call a convention for the pui'pose of ' reconstructing the Con- 
stitution,' with the view of making it satisfactory to the 
Confederate States and inducing their return to the Union, 
Mr. Bigler mistakes the point of the difBcnlty. The fault 
was not in the Constitution, nor did the Southern States 
withdraw on account of dissatisfaction with that instru- 
ment. 'No alteration of it, even if such alteration were left 
altogether to themselves, would begin to satisfy the South- 
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crti States. "What they object to, and what they nevcv will 
cease to object to, is association with the Yankee race on 
any terms. If Senator Bigler could ' reconstruct' the Yan- 
kee from head to heel, intus et in cute, in mind, heart, soul, 
and body, so that there would be no atom or instinct of the 
original beast left, we might then consider the question of 
reunion, but even then would probably determine that it is 
best for OS to be alone," 

Then, again, hear what Mr. Preston Brooks said in 1856. 
Now I do not pretend to introduce Mr. Brooks exactly in 
the light of a representative man of his party jxs' sey but 
when his political associations and connection with the State 
of South Carolina and all the secessionists in Washington 
are considered, it may well be conceived that he imprudent- 
ly gave utterance to what ho well knew to be the general 
sentiment of the party. 

Ho' said, "Mr. Fillmore is, privately, a very respectable 
gentleman. He made a good President, and I believe sin- 
cerely that, if elected, he would desert his own party, and 
make a better President than we think. But that is the 
very thing I don't want. I am afraid he would do so well 
that he would throw back the prospects of disunion," 

Mr. Bi'ooks only expressed the sentiment of every man's 
mind who was connected with the leaders of the Calhoun 
wing of the Democracy. 

WHAT ANDEEW JOHNSON SAID. 

But once agsun, read the testimony of Governor Johnson, 
of Tennessee, once a bright star in the galaxy of Democ- 
racy, In a speech delivered by him in Nashville in the 
spring of 1862, he said, 

"Tariif was the pretext for disunion in 1832, and the 
slavery or negro question is the pretext now. How do the 
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facts stand when we come to examine them ? Let iis go 
back to the proceedings of the last Congress. 

"What was th& trae phase of the times? A compro- 
mise, you rememher — the Cilttenden proposition — was in- 
troduced. The Southevn senator, including Toombs, Ben- 
jamin, Ivereon, and a host of others, pretended that, if the 
measure passed, the South would be eatisfied ; but they de- 
sired every thing else but compromise. Senator Clark of- 
fered an amendment which we believed would be accepta- 
ble to the South. I had critically kept pace with these pre- 
tenders. Their protest was only to disguise their real inten- 
tions. When the vote was put on CUrk's amendraent, mark 
well, only fifty-five ballots were recorded. The amend- 
ment was adopted by two votes, thus defeating the original 
compromise. Who is responsible for this work of destrac- 
tion? Six Southern senators standing and refusing to record 
their votes. If the Crittenden Compromise had been adopt- 
ed, they would have been deprived of a pretest for their 
treason. Judah Benjamin, a sneaking thief and perjnrer, 
and an unconscionable traitor, was seated near me while the 
vote was being taken. I told him it was his duty to come 
to the relief of the country by voting upon this important 
proposition. He sneeringly answered that, 'when he want- 
ed my advice he would make the request.' I said, ' Yon are 
a senator, and I demand that your vote be recorded.' Witli 
six others, he contrived to defeat the measure by slipping 
out. They wanted no compromise. 

" This, then, has caused the present difficulties. These six 
senators destroyed the compromise, upon which they based 
revolution. Let us examine ourselves, gentlemen, that we 
may arraign the guilty ones at the shrine of public suffering. 
Did Lincoln or the Republicans dissolve the Union ? ITo ! 
Who, then, are to blamo? Men who in tlicrasclvos were ca- 



.y Google 



pable of averting the storm, aud yot cried there was no help 
for the South, no escape fi'om separation, 

" Ton know the clamor has been raised that the 'non-slave- 
holding states would amend the Constitution so as to legis- 
late upon the subject of slavery. On the 20th of Deceniher 
South Carolina passed an ordinance of secession, took Fort 
Moultrie, and the revolution commenced. Soon after South 
Carolina went out, seven other states followed. Their av- 
gament was that the Free States would interfere with their 
peculiar institution by legislation. By the withdrawal of 
these states the North had over three fourths of tho votes 
in Congress, and, consequently, had the power to legislate. 
Having the power, did they so amend the Constitntiou ? 
No, they did not. They came forward with an amendment 
to the effect that ' Congress, in all future time, shall have no 
. power to legislate upon the subject of slavery.' The amend- 
ment was passed by a vote of two thirds. Why did yon 
not accept it instead of being governed by a petty tyrant ?" 
I could multiply and pile up evidence upon top of evi- 
dence to an interminable extent to show that no compro- 
mise was desired or would have been accepted; yet tho 
people have been persuaded to believe that every expedient 
was j'eaorted to to obtain a peaceable settlement of the dif- 
culties existing, and that the overbearing power of the North 
had doggedly refused to listen to their complaints. And 
when such opportunities as these were presented for recon- 
ciliation and peace, which were not only not accepted, but 
pui-posely and pertinacionsly smothered over, and, as far as 
could be, kept concealed from the people, what have they 
to say for the price they have had to pay for the costly 
cheat that has been put upon them? 
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TOE VIEGINIA CONVENTION OF 18G1. 

To come bauk to tho Virginia Convention. They had 
been ill ecssion for some two months without making any 
perceptible progress toward secession; except by a change 
of some few tnown aspirants for office, who conceived that 
the Democratic craft was the safest to take passage in ; .and, 
unfortunately, there were too many of that class of small 
politicians in the body, nearly every one of whom have since 
received ofSce, or have been candidates for the Confederate 
Congress or of the State Legislature, majov generals, briga- 
diers, colonels, majors, captains, commissaries, quarter-mas- 
ters, or something else that would pay well and give them 
notoriety ; still secession -was at a great discount, notwith- 
standing the Convention was surrounded by a reckless and 
unprincipled public press, all of whicb not ah-eady in tho 
service of the secessionists had become subsidized, and not- 
withstanding every effort at intimidation was resorted to by 
an infuriated mob, who assembled daily and offered person- 
al insult to those members ivho still expressed attachment 
to their country and its institutions. * 



ME. BOnS HAS Ait INTERVIEW WITH } 

About this time Mr. Lincoln sent a messenger to Rich- 
mond, inviting a distinguished member of the Union party 
to come immediately to Washington, and if he could not 
come himself, to send some other prominent ITuiou man, as 
be wanted to see him on business of tho first importance. 
The gentleman thus addressed, Mr. Summers, did not go, 
but sent another, Mr. J. B. Baldwin, who bad distinguished 
liimself by his zeal in the Union cause during the session of 
the Convention ; but this gentleman was slow in getting to 
Washington, and did not reach there for something like a 
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week after the time lie was expected ; lie readied Washing- 
tou on Friday tlie 5tli of Apiil, and, on calling on Mr. Lin- 
coln, the following couTersation in snbstance took place, as 
I learned from Mr. Lincoln himself. After expressing some 
regret that he had not como sooner, Mr. Lincoln said, " My 
object in desiring the presence of Mr. Sammers, or some 
other influential and leading member of the Union party in 
yonr Convention, was to submit a proposition by which I 
think the peace of the conntry can be preserved ; but I fear 
yoa are almost too late. However, I will make it yet. 

" This afternoon," said lie, " a fleet is to sai! from the har- 
bor of New York for Charleston ; your Convention has been 
in session for nearly two months, and yon Lave done nothing 
but hold and shake the rod over my head. You bave just 
taken a vote, by which it appears you have a majority of two 
to one against secession. ISTow, so great ia my desire to 
preserve the peace of the country, and to save the Border 
States to the Union, that if yon gentlemen of the Union 
party will adjourn without passing an ordinance of seces- 
sion, I will telegraph at once to New York, arrest the ssul- 
ing of the fleet, and take the responsibility of evacuating 
FoKT SuMTEE." The proposition was declined. On the 
following Sunday night I was with Mr. Lincoln, and the 
greater part of the time alone, when Mr. Lincoln related 
the above facta to me. I inquired, "Well, Mr. Lincoln, 
what reply did Mr. Baldwin make f " " Oh !" said he, throw- 
ing up his hands, " be wouldn't listen to it at all ; scarcely 
treated nie with civility; asked mo what I meant by an 
adjournment; waa it an adjournment 'sine die?'" "Of 
course," saidMr.Lincoln, "Idon't want you to adjourn, and, 
after I have evacuated the fort, meet again to adopt an ordi- 
nance of secession," I then said, "Mr, Lincoln, will you 
authorize ms to make that proposition ? for I will start to- 
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morrow morning, and have a meeting of the Union men 
to-morrow night, who, I have no doubt, will gladly accept 
it." To which he replied, " It is too late now ; the fleet 
sailed on Friday evening." Ho then said to me, " Botts, 
I have always been an Old-line Henry-Clay Whig, and if 
your Southern peofile will let me aloue, I will administer 
this government as nearly upon the principles that he would 
have administered it as it is possible for one mau to follow 
in the path of another" — all of which I believed then, and 
believe now he would have done. He said, moreover, " We 
have seventy odd men in Fort Sumter, who are short of pro- 
visions. I can not and will not let them suffer for food: 
they have so much beef, so much pork, potatoes, etc., but 
their hread will not l^t longer than next Wednesday, and I 
have sent a special messenger to Governor Pichens to say 
that I havo dispatched a steamer loaded with ' hrea^ " — 
that was his expression, though I suppose he meant provi- 
sions generally — " and that if he fired upon that vessel he 
would fire upon an unarmed vessel, with bread only for the 
troops; and that if he would supply them, or let Major An- 
derson procure his marketing in Charleston, I would stop 
the v^scl ; but that I had also sent a fleet along with this 
steamer to protect her if she was fired into. What do I 
want with war?" said he. "I am no war mau; I want 
peace more than any man in this country, and will make 
greater sacrifices to preserve it than any other man in the 
nation." 

This is a part of the history of thia war that is not gener- 
ally known ; I think it ought to be made public, and there- 
fore I give it. I have often wondered why Mr. Lincoln had 
not himself, in his own jnstiflcation, made it known to the 
country. I suppose it was because he felt that he had as- 
sumed a heavy responsibility in thus proposing to surrender 
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a fort of the United States, and did not want it known in 
the North ; but now a knowledge of the fact that he had 
gone so far, and was ready to make such a sacrifice of him- 
self to preserve the peace of the nation without aval!, would 
greatly strengthen his position in the North as well as in the 
South. 

When I returned to Richraood I mentioned this conversa- 
tion to several of my friends in the Convention, among them 
John F. Lewis, who not only expressed great surprise, but 
doubt of the reality of any such proposition having beeu 
made to the gentleman in question, and expressed the con- 
fident opinion that he could not have rejected it if made, 
and it was thought such a proposition would have been 
most gladly welcomed by the majority of the Convention. 
Mr. Lewis then asked me if ho might mention it to the gen- 
tleman to whom the proposition was submitted. I toJd him 
certainly; that I preferred he should, as, if his doubts were 
well-fonnded, I should like to know it. He did mention it, 
and Mr. Lincoln's representation was confirmed by Mr, 
Baldwin both to Mr. Lewis and myself.* 

* Mhrck, 1866. — 'By the report of tho testimony taken before the Ee- 
coHstrnction Committee, it appears that John 'E. Lewis, of Eoekiogham, 
ill the course of his tastimon j given on the 7th of Februaiy, refovrcii to 
this subject, and slates tlie proposition generally ; but not anticipating a 
denial on the part of Mr. Balctwin, was not as specific as he would other- 
wise have been. His. Inngnage is, " While the Convention ivas still in 
session, I went U> the house of John Minor Botts in Bichmond on the 
IGth day of April, 1861, «ai he informed me that he had been to Wash- 
ington a few days before, and had had an interview with Mr. Lincoln; in 
which interview Mr. Lincoln informed him that he had sent a special 
messenger to Bichmond for George W. Summers to come to Washington, 
and, in the event of his not being able to come, to send some reliable 
Union man to consult with him on important niattei's. Mr. Summei^, 
from some cause or other, did not go, but sent Colonel John B. Baldwin, 
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Iq tlii'ce ivouks from this lime Mr. Baldwin had accepted 
a military commission in the Confederate eervice, and was 

of Augusta Conaty, Virginin, Mr. Lincoln informed Mr. Botls that he 
had mada this proposition to Colonel Baldwin, that if that Conven- 
tion vronld a^oam without passing an ordinance of Beceasion, he (Mr. 
LincolnJ would lake the reEponeibility of withdrawine the troops fram 
Fort Sumter. Colonel Baldwin declined to accede to it, and no sncli 
proposition was ever made or communicated to the Convention. 'Next 
morning 1 tool; Colonel Baldwin to tlie house of Mr. Botts, who told him 
he was informed that such an interview had taken place. Colonel Bald- 
win did not deny it. In answer to Mr. Botts's question of how, in the 
name of God, he conld take the responsibility of withholding the knowl- 
edge of euoh an interview from the Convention, Colonel Baldwin re- 
marked that it was then near the hour for the meeting of the Convention, 
and that ho was compelled to be there, but wonid see him again." 

On the lOth of February Mr. Baldwin was examined and questioned 
by the committee npon this point, when Mr. Baldwin testilicd in the 
most unqualified manner that Mr. Lincoln had never made any such pro^ 
osition to him ; and upon the question being put, 

" Q. You received from Mr. Lincoln no letter or memorandum in 
writing? 

"A. Nothing wtatevcr. 

"Q. Ko pledge? Ko understanding ? 



10 tmdsrstandi 
At a subsequent part of the 



n Mr. Baldwin very n 



qualified all this, as will be seen by the following questions and answers 



■ " Q. Do you possess a good memory ? i 

"A. My literal memory is not good. I can not say it is pocniiarly 
had; hot in reference to results as bearing on a line of policy or argu- 
ment which I have pursued, I think my memory is unusually good. 

" Q. Yon are by profession a eonnselor at law ? 

"A. Yes. 

" Q. Accustomed to listen to the dettuls of testimony ? 

"j1. I am, air. My hahit is to take no notes of testimony at .ill; and 
I habitually conduct cases, with forty or fifty witnesses, taking no minute 
whatever except of the name of the witness. My memory is sufficiently 
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soon afLei- elected to tlie Confedevate Congress (both of 
whicli positioua lie held to the close of the wsiv), and soon 

acenmte, imd is so recognized bj my associates at the bar, tliat wlien a 
bill of exceptions in regnid to facts developed on the trinl is to be made, 
, they very ofiea call upon me to write the testimony from my memory in 
preference to writing it from such notes as were taken by the bar, 

" Q. You recollect the substance smd the result ? 

" A. Yes ; the substance and the result, , 

" Q. Is it in any degree likely that in this narrative you tire mistaken 
as to any material fact that transpired in the Convention ? 

"A. I think not. I may have. omitted entire branches of what oc- 
oni'red. It may be that entire snbjeots which I have not mentioned at 
all might be brought to my mind i but as to the subjects I have touched, 
I have as much coafidence in the recollection which I have of them as I 
can have in vay recollection of any thing ti'anspiring that fat off. It was 
a subject of more interest io me than any thing that ever happened to 
me ; and when 1 returned, I repeated it over and over again fo the gentle- 
men who had concurred in sending ine, and it impressed itself deeply on 
my mind." {Nothing coold be more explicit, tineqnivoeal, and unquali- 
fied than this,) 

" Q, You think yon can not be mistalten when you say that Mr. Lin- 
coln did not assure you in any form that it was his purpose to witJidraw 
the garrisons from Sumter and Pielens at that time?" (Fort Pickens 
was not embraced in Mr. Lincoln's statement to me, nor was it referred 
to in the testimony of Mr, Lowia.) 

"A. Of coni'se I would not be willing to say, if 1 heard tliat Mr. Lin- 
coln had given a different representation of it, that it was impossible he 
should have done so, 1 have no reason to believe that Mr, Lincoln was 
a man capable of intentional misi-cpvesentation in a matter of that sort ; 
therefore I would not, of course, undertake to say that it was impossible 
he conld have intended to convey that impression. If I were certified 
that Mr. Lincoln had said he intended to give me that impression, I 
slionld he hound to concede it, although at the same time I sliould be 
bound to say that tlie idea never occmred to me, and that when I lirat 
heard that snch an idea hod been suggested, I was as mnoh impressed aa 
I ever was in my life." 

This portion of the testimony, it seems to me, strangely conti'asts with 
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became as violent a disunionist aS auy to be fouud in the 
military or civil service of tlie Confederacy. 

that which just precedes it, but such is the testimony of Mr. BnldwLu on 
tliis point ; imd as it iniglit, in the opinion of some, tbivw a shadow of 
donbt on the trnth of the slatetnent made first by Mr. Lincoln to me, ns 
contained in tlie text of this TOlume, and next as to the statement muds 
by me to Mr. Lewis, and subsequently to others, 1 feel it to be impern- 
tivoly incumbent upon me now and hei'e to remove CTery shade of doubt, 
by supplying such testimony as to the veracity of Mi'. Lincoln, and the 
fidelity of my own representation of tbe facts, aa will arrest all pretext for 
assault on the part of the most prejudiced and vindictive of his assailants 
or of mine. 

On the I5th of Fobniary last I was summoned before the committee, 
and examined on this particular point at some length. My testimony is 
too voluminous to be copied here. I can only make a generiil I'efcrence 
to it ; but it wbs positive, emphatic, and nneqnivocnl ; no ifa nor ands, 
no equivocation and no qualification either as to the statement of Mr. 
Lincoln or the acknowledgment of Mi'. Baldwin. As to the truth of that 
statement, eeo Eeconstrnction Report, p. 114-117. What Mr. Lewis and 
myself have sworn to is either true or false ; if not tine, then we are both 
peijured men ; and the perjury has been committed ivillfully nnd delibei'- 
ately, and we can no longer claim the countenance or respect of honor- 
able men, while it is equally true that Mr, Baldwin has either committed 
peijury, or his " nnusually good memory" has failed him sadly, and is too 
treacherons and unreliable ever to be depended upon hereafter. With 
thoBB who know Mr. Baldwin better than I do, it will be ascribed to a de- 
fective memory, and I have no desii'e to raise an issue on that point, bnt 
I can not permit my own testimony to be questioned by any one. 

I will not say it was any part of Mr. Baldwin's calculation, in the event 
of the sncce^ of that ill-fated star in the galaxy of nations (the Confed- 
eracy), to claim the chief credit for Sonthem independence, on the ground 
of hia refusal to accept an overture by which it would hare been defeat- 
ed, hnt it does not require a large amount of penetration to perceive that 
this would liave been a natural sequitur. 

I have the best authority for saying that Mr. Lincoln made the same 
representation to Governor Pierpont, General Millson, of Virginia, Dr. 
Stone, of Washington, Hon. GaiTett Davis, llobert A. Gray, of Rocking- 
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THE TIEGINIA " BTATB-EIGHTS" CONVEHTION, 

Previous to this, the more extreme and violent portion of 
the disorgauizers had Bent out a secret circulav to their ae- 

ham (brotber-in-law to Mr. Buldivm), Campbell Tarr of Wfiediag (and 
Treasurer of West ViiginiaJ, and three other gentlemen in company with 
Mr. Tarr (TAKE), in almost the precise words testifled lo by me. Let- 
ters are befoi'e me to sustain this aesertiou, and, in every instance but one, 
voluntarily sent, 

Bnt all this hdving occurred in April, 18S1, epoken of as it has been in 
social circles among the best friends of Mr. Baldivin at intervale through- 
out that period, why is it that no denial of its truth has ever reached my 
ear during the lifetime of Mr. Lincoln, or daring the groat struggle for 
life by the Southern Confederacy, whoso ultimate independence for near- 
ly four years Mr. Baldwin did not doubt, and, as he testiftes, " expected 
to be banged if it failed?" 

But'I bava said, when Mi'. Lewis gave his testimony he did not be- 
lieve in the possibility of a denial by authority of Mr. Baldwin, and still 
less that that denial would be made on oath by Mr. Baldwin himself, and, 
therefore, be was less circumspect and minute than he would othevwiso 
have boon. See, howevci-, what be now says in a letter written on tba 
7th of April, 1866, now before ms. 

He says, "You and I know that Baldwin, did acknowledge that Mr. 
Lincoln made the proposition to withdraw the troops from Sumter upon 
the condition that tho Virginia Convention would adjonrn without' pass- 
ing an ordinance of secession. Some of the Secesh have been tjjing to 
pei^nade me that there was only a mistake between Baldwin and myeolf. 
I have always answered, ray statement of the matter is before the public, 
lamascortainofils trntli as 1 am of mj own existence. I am not inis- 
(afcen. If my evidence is not correct, 1 am a perjured man. I can make 



Again, in a letter of the 14th, he says, "I have seen tho report of your 
evidence, and I think it as nearly coriv3ct as it ooiild be, unless you bad 
written it out at the time the interview took place. Baldwin and myself 
lallied over the matter going to and returning from your house, and it is 
almost impossible for me at tliis date to report what was said in your pres- 
ence, and what was said in going to and from your house, Tliat Bald- 
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cession fiienda throughout the entire state, urging tlieiii idl 
to assemble in Richmond oa the 16lh of April, and not only 

win admitted lo me beforeivegotto jour house, and to you after our sot- 
ting to yonr honae, that Mr, Lincoln did propose to hira that, if the Con- 
vention woaid adjourn without passing an. ordinance of secession, he would 
withdraw the troops from Fort Snmter, is as certain as that the Bun rose 
thia morning. I recollect the expression he wed. Ho, Mr. Baldwin, 
said that Mr. Lincoln made (he proposition, and that he asked, 'What! 
ndjonrn without a dayf (It was the fiist time in laj life tliat I had 
heard the English for tine die, and, though I knew the general meaning 
of the term, I never knew the literal translation, and it made an impres- 
sion that I have never foi^otten. I am not a Latin scholar.) Baldwin 
said Lincoln replied, ' Certainly.' Baldwin then said the Convention, 
would not entertain such a proposition for a moment. I have talked with 
Colonel Gray (Algernon S. Gray, a colleague of Mr. I^ewis in the Con- 
vention, and a warm personal friend of Mr. Baldwin) several times about 
this during and since the war. He is not anxious to be a witness, etc. 
Colonel Gray and myself, as jott know, boarded and roomed together. 
The moi-ning nfrer you informed me of the iijtei'view between Baldwin 
and Ml'. Lincoln I commenced telling Gray about it, thinking ho was as 
Ignorant as myself, when, to my utter astonishment, he sprang up in the 
bed and asked, in the most excited manner, 'How, in the name of God, did 
you hear that?' I remarked that it was true sttch an intaryiow had taken 
place. He replied, ' I thought there were only three men in Richmond 

who knew such an interview had taken place.' Gray is the only 

member of the Convention that I have met with who acknowledged tliat 
he knew any thing about the matter." 

Here, then, is proof conclusive on this head. I need only say that a 
more scrapnlouB, conscientious, and truthful Chvistian gontlenian does not 
live than John F. Lewis, and that there is not a inan in this state, friend 
or foe, who will say otherwise ; and if any Copperhead at the Korth or 
traitor at the South shall hereafter charge that Abraham Lincoln made 
nnnecessary wav upon the South, or that he enme into ofice under a 
pledge to war upon Southern institutions, bis friends may extiltingly point 
to this record for a refutation of the slander, and to show what great per- 
sonal sacrifices that generous-hearted and patriotic man was prepared to 
make to avert the heavy calamities of a civil war, and to throw the rc- 
pponsibility where it properly helongs. 
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to bring eveiy Eecossionist of their respective, hut of neigh- 
boriug counties, the object of which waa to exercise an out- 
side influence by giving it the appearance of a great uprising 
of tbe people of the state from every part, demanding, in 
their sovereign capacity, the immediate passage of an ordi- 
nance of secession ; and if that could not be obtained by 
peaceable means, then to inaugm-ate a revolution, the first 
step in -which was to depose the governor, who was at that 
time supposed to be as strongly in favor of the Union as he 
now declares himself to be inveterate in his hostility to it, to 
turn the legitimate Convention out of doors, and establish 
a provisional government of their own. 

THE EEBELLION" IJJAUGUEATED. 

Of all this, of course, there is no record proof, for the pur- 
pose was 7iot divulged until after the passage of tbe ordi- 
nance, when many of the leaky vessels did not hesitate to 
avow this to have been the design, which befoi'fe had been 
saspected, from the time the secret circular first came to 
light, and from the general tone and feeling manifested by 
the party. 

On Wednesday night, the lOlh of April, Mr. Kogor A. 
Pryor, who was supposed to have been deputed by hia co- 
adjutors in Richmond, as otherwise he would scarcely have 
ventured to take such a responsibility upon himself, made a 
speech in Charleston, in which he gave the most solemn as- 
surance and saoi'ed pledges that if they would iegin the war 
by firing upon Fort Sumtei', the Virginia Convention would 
immediately pass an orduiance of secession, notwithstanding 
the vote that had just been taken, which stood 45 for seces- 
sion and SO against it. But upon this assurance from Mr. 
Pryor the state determined to act ; they did not wait for 
the arrival of Mr. Lincoln's cargo of bread. The next day 
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they commenced tlie attack oa Fort Sumter, aod an old 
gray-haived octogenarian from this State, who had been 
preaching secession for a number of years, claiming and 
proclaiming every where that it was his mission to break 
up the government at Washington by dissolving the Union, 
was permitted the high privilege of firing the first gun, but 
who was the first to take to his heels when the enemy, at a 
subsequent period, made their appearance in his own vicin- 
ity, and has taken good cave never to be near enough to 
them to fire a gun since. 

This attack of the 1 1 th resulted in the lowering of the flag 
of the United States. Ifews of the capitulation reached 
Washington on the evening of the 13th; tJien, as I have al- 
ready said, threats became current and unconcealed of the 
contemplated attack on Washington by an armed mob col- 
lected together from the cities of New Tork, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Wasbington, Alexandria, Richmond, Norfolk, 
etc., which- was so confidently looked for, that before I left 
the city (where I happened to be) oo the ISth, many of the 
windows of the Treasury building bad been already bar- 
. j'icaded as before mentioned. The Secretary of War at 
Montgomery, as I have also already said, declared in a 
speech on the night of the surrender of the fort that in 
tbirty days the Southern flag should float over the Capitol 
at Wasbington ; and then it was, and these the circamstan- 
ces under which Mr. Lincoln issued Lis proclamation on the 
15th of April calling for seventy-five thousand men for the 
protection of the Capitol of the nation, which afibrded the 
pretext to the Virginia Convention to pass au ordinance de- 
claring the connection of this state with the government of 
the United States as dissolved. 
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PKESIDENT 1IKC0U)'8 PKOCLAMATION IN 1S6I. 

I do not question either tlie propriety or tho duty which 
devolved on Mr. Lincoln for making a call for troops under 
the circumstances that existed and that were patent to all 
men's minds. Whether it was for the protection of the 
Capitolj or for the enforcement of the laws in tho revolted 
states, or for the recovery of the property, which, if taken 
"by individuals, would have constituted a felony— ind yet I 
consider that proclamation in many lespeLta as the moat 
unfortunate state paper that ever issued fiom anj Execu- 
tive since tho c^t iblishment of the government It was uq- 
foitnnite m this first, that while it was minift-st to any 
leflectmg mtn thit Mr Lincoln could not have called for 
so bmill a bodj of tioops with any calculation of overrun- 
ning oi subduing the ae\ en states that ha'd already \-ii-tuaily 
declaied nai agamst the goieinmcnt, yet it failed to state 
what was the object of the coll, ind thereby it waa left in 
the powei of tho demagogues with which the land was 
filled to mike iny ind e^eiy misiepresentation of its pur- 
pose thit was ho'it adapted to e\cite the apprehensions and 
lesentmont of tho South General Jackson under similar 
cueumstanoes, in the height of his popularity and power, 
did not ^entuie to tako the step he did without an address 
nnd in ippeal to the pitiiotism of the people to stand by 
and sustain him m a determination to save the Union from 
the hands of traitois who aimed it its destruction. How 
much more important, then, wis it that Mr. lAncohi, against 
whom such a storm of piejudiee had been raised as to his 
purpose of striking a deadly blow at the institutions of the 
South, should have declared his views on this subject in tho 
most distinct and emphatic form I when he would have 
kept himself beyond the reach of the demagogues and dc- 
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famers, and retained the support of the TTalon party of the 
South, who seemed to be all paralyzed by thia single dash of 
his pen. It is not saying too much, I think, when I say snch 

. was the state of excitement and enthusiasm for war that was 
aroused among the citizens of Richmond, that 1 was per- 
haps the only one who raised his voice above a whisper 
against the ordinance at that moment. Again, it was un- 
fortunate in this, that, if it only could have been postponed 
for three days, this commonwealth would have been in a 
state of revolution from the causes I have just recited, but 
it came just in the very nick of time to save the disorgan- 
izcrs the task of a revolutionary movement. 

Three days later, and Mr. Lincoln might have received a 
call from the executive of this state for the aid of the gen- 
eral government to sustain the lawful authorities of Vir- 
ginia, when all tSe other powers under the sun could not 
have driven Virginia or the other Border States into a par- 
ticipation with the Cotton States. 

When that proclamation reached Richmond on the even- 
ing of the 15th, the city was crammed with secessionists 
from all parts of the state, in obedience to the call of the se- 
cret ciiTular. I came down myself on the same day from 
Washington, and I had scarcely set my foot upon the thresb- 
hold of my own door before I was visited by friends who 
admonished me that I had better not go upon the street; 
that the whole city was in a blaze of excitement, and it 

_ would be dangerous for me, with my well-known opinions 
and devotion to the Union, to be seen in public. I ridiculed 
the idea and spurned the suggestion, hastened to get my 
dinner, and walked down to the governor's house, where 
I found a room crowded with members of the Convention 
of both parties ; they were all in a high state of excitement, 
governor and all. To reason with them would be like dart- 
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ing straws against tlie -wiQcl. I soon found that my pres- 
ence was not agreeable to the gentlemen, assembled, and 
if they had not left I should ; but they did not give me the 
opportunity ; for soon after my arrival, and upon tbe utter- 
ance of the first sentiment I expressed upon the subject, 
they began, one by one, to leave the room, until tho gov- 
ernor and myself were left alone. I found all reason in vain, 
and I did not remain long, but extended my walk through 
Capitol Square and down Main Street to ascertain tbe ex- 
tent of my danger, as predicted by my friends. Many 
looked askance, some seemed to avoid me, but none ven- 
tured to offer me offense. I never felt more pioud or step- 
ped more boldly, for I felt the most comfortable and con- 
fiding assurance that I was in the right. I felt that I was 
in the midst of a despicable set of traitors on the one hand, 
and of timid, misguided men, who had suffered their fears, 
in some instances, their prejudices and their passions, in 
others, to get the better of their judgments. I walked 
home proudly and defiantly; but when safely pillowed un- 
der my own roof, my piide and defiant spirit both forsook 
mo, and I involuntarily burst into tears over what I too 
clearly saw — tho calamities that were in store for my 
country. 

There has been no one act of the administration of Mr. 
Lincoln, perhaps, that has been more severely censured and 
condemned throughout the South as a high-handed usurpa- 
tion of power and disregard of all constitutional and legal 
authority, -than the call of seventy-five thousand troops by 
his proclamation of April 15, 1861. It was commented upon 
by the press and talked of by the leading secessionists, until 
tbe belief became universal iu the South that the war was 
by this means designedly made upon tJio South without the 
sanction of law; while in truth there was no one act of his 
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administration move thoroughly sustained by lawful author- 
jty or made move imperative npon him. 

The authority is to be found in the first volume of the 
" Laws of the United States" of 1 793, and date of Febniary 
28. In chapter ixxvi,, section ii,, page 424, it reada : "And 
bo it farther enacted, That whenever the laws of the United 
States shall be opposed, or the execution thereof obstructed 
in any state by combinations too powerful to be suppressed 
by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or by the 
powers vested in the marshals by this act, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States to call for the militia 
'of snch state, or any other state or states, as may be neces- 
sary to suppress such combinations, to cause the laws to he 
duly executed. And the use of the militia so to be called 
forth may be continued, if necessary, until the expiration of 
thirty days after the commencement of the next session of 
Congress," And again, by the Act of March 3, 1807, which 
declares, "That in all cases of insurrection or obstruction 
to the Jaws, either of the United States or of any individual 
state or territory, where it is lawful for the President of the 
United States to call forth the miUtia for the purpose of 
suppressing such insurrection or causing the laws to be ex- 
ecuted, it shah he lawful for him to employ for the sarao 
purpose such part of the land or naval force of the United 
States 33 shall be judged necessary, having first observed 
all the prerequisites of the law in that respect." 

THE OEDIKANCB 0¥ SECESSION PASSED IN VIEGINIA. 

The balance of the story is soon told. On the next day 
(the 16th) the outside Convention of secessionists met in full 
force and in secret session, clamorous and riotous for an or- 
dinance of secession. The legitimate Convention sat with 
closed doors, and proceeded to enforce an obligation of the 
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strictest secrecy on every member of the tody as to their 
future proceediisgs — one and the mam object of whicb was 
to keep tbe people in the dark as to the extent of the oppo- 
sition still existing in this bodyto a rupture with the gen- 
eral government, and also to enable them to possess them- 
selves of government property before it could be known in 
Washington what they intended. On the 17th, the ordi- 
Lance was passed by a vote of 88 to 55, but was, until the 
injunction of secrecy was removed, generally believed to 
have been almost, if not quite unanimous. Then followed 
the seizure of the Custom-house and Post-ofiice in Rich- 
mond, the seizure of Gosport Navy-yai'd and Harper's Fer- 
ry, with all the munitions of war thoy contained, the sink- 
icg of vessels in the channel of Elizabeth Eiver to prevent 
tho escape of such war-steamers as were then in the harbor 
of Norfolk. 

Thus was this state not only declared to be out of the 
Tlnion, but actually plunged iuto active hostility against the 
United States by a Convention whose powers were ex- 
pressly limited by a vote of the people to a recommenda- 
tion only of what should be done. 

THE ILLEGAL STATE ACTIOM" OF THE COMTENTTOW. 

But this was not all. On the 25th of April, without 
waitiug for the ratification of the ordinance, the Convention 
adopted the constitution of the Confederate government as 
tk&.r Constitution, and negotiated a treaty with Mr. Ste- 
phens; who had been sent on as commissioner for that pur- 
pose, by which the whole power of the state w^ transferred 
to the Confederate government at Montgomery, introduced 
large bodies of troops from other states into Virginia to 
overawe and control the elections, and having converted 
the peaceful homes of Eastern Virginia into one grand mil- 
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itaiy encampment, with an effrootevy unparalleled, ibey 
turned to tlie people whose confidence they had thus ahused 
and betrayed, and said, " Now you can vote for secession 
or against it, as you choose, Uet we advise you to vote for the 
Mnperor" as was said in France when Louis Napoleon was 
voted an imperial diadem. And such was tho system of 
intimidation resorted to, that in the city of Richmond, 
which would have cast fifteen hundred to two thousand 
votes against it if it had been understood that men were 
free to vote without interruption or annoyance, only two 
such votes were recorded, one of which was hy Mr. John 
H. Anderson. And hero let me inquire what is the status 
of Virginia at this time? Is she a member of the Southern 
Confederacy or not? For all present practical purposes 
she is, but for tlie future, in fact and in law, she is not, Eo 
it remembered that the Virginia Convention was one of lim- 
ited powers, and that a limitation, not by construction, but 
by the express vote of the people, who declared hy a major- 
ity of fifty-sis thousand that nothing thfi Convention might 
do touching the organic law of the laud should have the 
force of law until submitted to them for ratification or re- 
jection. The Ordinance of Secession has been submitted 
and ratified, but has the annexation of the state and the 
adoption of tho Southern Constitution been submitted ? 
Never ; and, without such submissiou and ratification, the 
Convention was as powerless to transfer the state to Mr. 
Jefi". Davis and Company, and to adopt a Confederate Con- 
stitution for the people, as any other body of men collect- 
ed together in the state. So far from having given her 
consent to this transfer, when the amendments adopted by 
the same Convention to tho State Constitution were sub- 
mitted, which amendments ignored the Constitution of the 
United States and recognized the Confederate Constitution, 
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the people rejected them, so that Virginia h now in a coji- 
dition of revolution, and in alliance with the Confederate 
government so long as the war may last, hut at its termiDa- 
tion is entirely free of all connection with them, if their inde- 
pendence shall bo established, in which event she will le^al- 
ly be standing alone, free to form whatever future associa- 
tioDS she may thinli fit. 



THE EA'nPICATION 01' THE ORDINANCE OP SECESSIOTI. 

But to return. My own case will illustrate the condition 
of things in liichmond. I had resolved to cast my vote 
against the ordinance if it were the last I should ever be 
permitted to give. For the first time ia ray life I had 
armed myself to repel any rndenesa or iodcoorum that 
might be exhibited toward me. When a number of my 
friends appealed to me in the most forcible manner not to 
go to the polls, that they did not Ifeliovo it would be safe 
for me to do so, I replied that, let the danger be what it 
might, I wa§ resolved to vote, and that I would not hesitate 
to shoot down any man who might dare to show me indig- 
nity, they said, if I did vote they wonld stand by me, as 
my friends generally would, but it would probably involve 
the whole city in a scene of bloodshed ever to be deplored. 
I finally sufiered myself to be dissuaded from exercising my 
light as a citizen of Virginia, which I have regretted and 
been ashamed of to this day. The truthis, the vote through- 
out the state, ^vith the exception of some few counties bor- 
dering on the Potomac and in the northwest, was a perfect 
farce. Thousands voted for it who were as much opposed 
to it at heart as I was, through fear of the consequences ; 
tens of thousands did not vote at all, while others, again, 
very naturally inquired, what is the use of voting against 
it, when we are in actual war, and can not get out of it by 
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any vote we can give? That there was a large majority 
ofthe votes polled in favor of the ordinance, I suppose there 
can be no doubt, but that is all we have been permitted to 
tnow abont it; what proportion of the vote of the state 
■was given, and what withheld, is known only to those who 
hai e chosen to keep it to themselves * I do not suspect 
the authoiitiLS heie of hiding done qnite is bid as they 
did m Louisitni, where tho ■vote wis actually filsifled, and 
decl^ied to ha^e been in fa\oi of the oidinance, while, in 
tiuth, as was afteiward ascertamed, it wa? against it; but 
Btill, the studied concealment shows theie was something 
wrong abont it that the authoiities did nit cait, to have 

* MtrcA, 18SS, — Iflncl,l>yiefeiGiice to M PheiBono History of tlio Ee- 
bellion, the vote is reported as one hundred and twenty-eight thousand 
dght hundred nnd eightj-four for Eecession, and thirty-two thonsand one 
hnndred and thirty-four jigaioet it, mailing an aggregate of one hundred 
and sixty-one thousand and eighteen ; but where this vote came from, ex- 
cept frcan the army that had been introduced into the state, it would he 
difficult to telJ. The largest vote ever given in Virginia was in the Pres- 
idential election in 1860, wlien there were four candidates, and then one 
hnndred and sixty-seven thousand four hnndred and three rotes were 
polled, while the rote on secession was very eeneriUly looltcd upon as a 
farce ; and it would not be hazardous to say that there were from seventy- 
five to one hnndred thousand votes in the state not given. I recollect 
very well that for a few days the vote was published as it came in ; and 
from a small number of cotmtics in the northwestern portion of the state 
bordering on Mainland and Pennsylvania, where the veto was mora nu- 
merous than in any other part, the vote fell short from six to ten thou- 
Eond ; while in the city of Richmond, that could have given some fifteen 
hundred against secesdon, only two votes were given against the ordi- 
nance ; and in Norfolk, where large bodies of troops were stationed, one 
regiment, commanded by the then Colonel Kogor A. Prjor, was said to 
have been dismissed from tho service because it was found they were vot- 
ing against the ordinance. What a oontemptililo favco on free saffrnge 
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cliscloHcd. If any one outside of the official circles lias ever 
been able to ascertain the vote, I have been so unfortunate 
as never to have found him. 

And now, if another outrage bo flagitious has ever been 
practiced upon a people claimiug or professing to bo free, 
if another instance of anch gross abuse of power can be pre- 
sented, or that has been so tamely and weakly su'bmitted to, 
I would be thantfdl to have it pointed out, for there is noth- 
ing within my knowledge that will stand in coropaiison 
with it. 

ME. BOTTS'S ETFOETS TO PREVENT CIVIL WAE. 

Finding that the labor of my life had been spent in vain, 
and that the South had been plunged into hopeless and in- 
extricable min unless the hostilities between the parties 
could be speedily checked, and believing it would terminate 
in one of the most bloody and ferocious contests that his- 
tory had recorded, I immediately set to work in an earnest 
endeavor to bring about a peaceful solution of this difficulty. 
I at once opened a correspondence with the Attorney Gen- 
eral of tlie United States, Mr. Bates, urging him, with all 
the force and persuasion I could command, to exert his in- 
fluence with Mr. Lincoln to recommend at once the call of 
a national convention to amend (he ConatUution, so as to 
give to those states that did not want to remain in the Union 
leave to withdraw. I would not have had the general gov- 
ernment, under any condition of circumstances that could 
have ansen, to recognize the right of secession, because that 
would at once have annihilated all hope of ever establishing 
another permanent, enduring government on this continent 
again, but to give thmn leave to withdraw, and thereby save 
all the Border States, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkan- 
sas, Missouri, and Korth Carolina to the old government, 
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and confining tho withdrawal to the Cotton States, which 
states had produced all the mischief; and then, if there was 
to be a war growing out of the navigation of tho Mississippi 
River or aoy other cause, it would have been a foreign and 
not a civil war, in which it would have been impossible foi' 
any Border State to have participated with the GaKor/or- 
eign States without a confession of treason ; and if they did 
not speedily repent of their folly, and seek admission into 
the Union, then. to administer a little of their favorite medi- 
cine in the form of a pill from the " Ostend Manifeato" or a 
bolus taken from the Monroe doctrine. 

But this proposition gave satisfaction to neither party ; it 
led to quite an angry correspondence with Mr. Bates ; and 
the Southern extremists were exlre^ne in their denunciation 
of the suggestions, because in my first letter (which at the 
earnest entreaty of some of my friends I permitted to be 
publiahed) I admitted the superiority of the E'ederal gov- 
emmont in all the appliances of war, which they were by 
no means prepared to concede; and some of their papers 
were silly enough to charge mo with giving information 
to tho United States government of its own power and 
strength, as if I was not indebted to tho statistics furnished' 
by thera for all the information I had on the subject, and 
under this ridiculous accusation a vast deal of violent ex- 
citement was created against me. As a mere sample of the 
feeling existing, I select one extract from the Richmond 
Whiff published about that time ; and from this miserable 
specimen of bad taste and woree judgment, of weak, absurd, 
and childish braggadocio, may be inferred the general feel- 
ing that pervaded all classes at that day, for this bombast 
was regarded as an unmistakable indication of tmo manli- 
ness and elevated patriotism. 

"The vaunts and threats of the Yankees to invade and 
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subjugate us have been widely proclaimed, and are known, 
to all the world. Tksy can not eat their words without 
adding a new infamy to the Yankee name. They are al- 
ready justly reputed to be bigoted, Pnritanic, hypocritical, 
penurious, envious, and cross-grained, but we were willing 
to accord them a vulgar brute courage. They will lose this 
if they don't fight. But fight they must, for the credit of 
the American name. They have blustered and bullied too 
much to be pei-mitted to beat a retreat now. They have a 
Virginia general to plan their campaigns and marshal their 
forces, and, if they let him alone, he will lead them where 
they will be peppered ; but they must not raise the cry of 
treachery against him by way of pretext for dodging the 
light. We tell them frankly and candidly they m-usi fight, 
they sAo^^ fight; there is no other escape from unutterable 
sliamc." 

This was the feeling that existed at the begiDning of the 
war; how sadly this tune will be changed, and how they 
will sue and pray for peace before it ends, you and I may 
live to see. 

But as another Bpecimen of the madness of the hour, and 
to show what desperate and despicable means were resorted 
to for the purpose of enforcing the gag on all men's mouths, . 
I select one from the Richmond Dispatch at that time : 

" Tories an4 Traitors. — We have heard, though we can 
scarcely credit the statement, that there are men in some 
parts of Vii'ginia who are endeavonng to paralyze the war 
spirit of tho state by circulating slandei's as infamous aa 
that gotten up at the beginning of the troubles about the 
^16 tax on Carolina negroes. Among other things, they 
recklessly assert that there was no fleet sent to Charleston 
for the pui-pose of re-enforcing Fort Sumter, and that there- 
fore the attack upon that fort was wholly unnecessajy. 
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This is an infamona lie, iinowii to be such by the immeasur- 
able villains who concoct it. Tn the North every man is 
put in. peril o/ his H/e who does not sustain their mwderoita 
onslaught vpon tJie South. The South can scai-eely afford 
to be inoi'e merciful to tories and traitors in her own bor- 
ders. Give all such wretches fair warning before executing 
upon them the justice they desei-re; convince them that 
they are in more peril by being traitors than by being hon- 
est men, and, our word for it, they will learn in a short time 
discretion, the only virtue of which their base nature is ca- 
pable." 

The above is a beautiful illustration of the more enlarged 
freedom for which this war was professedly inaugurated. 
But enough of this s 



ME. B0TT9 ItETIEES FEOM THE CONTEST IS DESPAIE. 

Finding that I was powerless to prevent my own state 
from throwing herself into the arms of her destroyers, I 
quietly i-etived to the country, with a firm determination to 
stand aside and take no part in a war that the people had 
no agency in making, and which, let it result aa it might, 
was assuredly to end in their absolute ruin, but to leave 
it altogether to those who had brought it on, or approved 
it, to conduct it to an issue. 

I certainly knew full well that my own prospects in life 
might have been greatly advanced, at least for the moment, 
if I had followed the fashion and taten service in the cause 
of those whom I had all my life opposed ; but if I had been 
capable of adopting for myself, or of recommending to 
others the adoption of a policy of such nnutterable wrong, 
perfidy, and treason as in my inmost heart I felt this tr* be, 
and with such results as I believed and kneio would follow, 
it would have been only from motives of selfishness, am- 
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bitiou, or fear, for which I should have Bcornccl and despised 
myself in all future life. 

" HONEST JOHN sell" again. 

When I voted for "honest John Hdl" as they coiled him, 
and the platfoi-m of " Tlie Union, the Conaiitution, and the 
Mi/orcement oftheZaws," which implied nothing, unless we 
who voted for it meant thereby to declare to the world our 
nnalterahle devotion to the Union, our veneration for the 
Constitution, aud our firm determination to uphold and sus- 
tain the Executive authority of the Federal government in 
enforcing the laws fully, faithfully, and impai'tially, every 
where and upon ali alike, upon which pledge alone this 
state was carried for '^Jbhn Bell;" for the people of Vir- 
ginia eared no more for "John BeS," except as the repre- 
sentative of a principle, than they did for "John Doe" or 
"Bic/iard Boe," and which platform of principles "honest 
John Bell" not only accepted but sought to stand upon, 
but which he kicked from under him as soon as he found it 
would not conduct him to station, power, and emolument, 
and gave aid and comfort to tbo extent of his power to 
those whom he had just previously denounced as traitors 
and enemies to mankind, and who had also just before de- 
nounced him as a roost selfish and corrupt Abolitionist, 
from which charges I had often defended him, I say when 
I voted for that platform I was too intensely honest and in 
earnest to permit myself to take a step in the opposite 
direction, and take up arms against the government for an 
honest effort to carry out the principles we ourselves had 
not only laid down for him, but required at the hands of 
our own candidate only at the dictation of the most reckless 
and corrupt portion of Demoei-aey. How others brought 
their minds to do it may not be for mo to know, or, know- 
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ing, it may Lot be for me to say ; but for myself I can niid 
do say, that as an honest, conscientious, virtuous man, I 
could not do it, even if my life liad paid the penalty ; and I 
am even free to say that, so far did I feel myself committed 
to this great and overpowering principle, that if Viigiiiia 
had not so foolishly thrown herself into the contest, then 
any service that I could have rendered to the Federal gov- 
ernment would have been at its disposal for the enforce- 
ment of the law in any state North or South, East or West, 
that was in open rebelHon against its authority, while no 
position under the government would at any time have been 
desirable or acceptable for a less patriotic pui-pose; and I 
am by no means satisfied, and never have been, that the 
position Virginia had chosen, or been compelled to assume, 
relieved me of the obligation of a superior duty to the 
United States government ; but in this matter alone have I 
allowed my feelings to control my judgment. 

THE SOUTH HO CAUSE FOB COMPLAINT. 

It may well be asked here, what complaint lias the South 
to prefer against the government of the United States P 
There has not been a moment of time fi'om the 4th of 
March, 1801, to the 4th of Mai-ch, 1881, that the legislation 
or law-making power of the government has not been under 
the control of the Southern Democracy. During that period 
there have been but eight out of the sixty years that the 
Federal Executive has not been of their own selection (ex- 
cept once, when we elected, and they seduced or bought our 
man up, and then refused to pay the stipulated wages) ; 
and during those eight years {I mean, of course, during the 
administrations of Mr. Adams, General Taylor, and Mr. Fill- 
more) they had the absolute and entire control of one or 
both of the two houses of Congress. What subject of 
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legislation is it that they Lave aot controlleiS ? Bank, 
Tariff, Internal Impvovemeut, Distribution has each in turn 
been put up or pulled down precisely aa they have chosen 
to direct, while the subjects of war, acqnisition, and slavery 
have been under their esclttsive control and management, 
except only as to the late efforts to extend the latter into 
territory to which neither the climate or the soil was 
adapted, and from which they themselves had triumphantly 
excluded it, not only In IISY, through the instrumentality 
of the great high-priest and apostle of Democracy (Mr. Jef- 
ferson), but at a much more recent period, to wit, in 1820, 
when by solemn compact, forced upon the Korth, it was 
forever excluded ; so that if the South has any cause of 
complaint, it has only been against Southern Democracy, 
that they ought, years and years ago, to have driven in 
shame and confusion from their confidence and servicG. 

They have not only put up a bank in its weakness, but 
pulled it down in its power; put up and pulled down the 
tariff at pleasure ; put up and pulled down internal im- 
provements at will ; put up and pulled down the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands as thoy de- 
sired; but they have elevated the question of slavery far 
above and beyoEd all other questions and subjects, and now 
they have destroyed the institution in the Border States, at 
least, and materially crippled it in all ; and, lastly, to close 
the scene, they have— as far aa they could accomplish it — 
destroyed a Union and a government the like of which the 
wisdom of centuries had not been able to achieve, and have 
left for the South a wrec^ from which the mind revolts with 
horror. What more is left for the Democracy to accom- 
plish ? Their task is finished, their mission is ended, and 
yet the people whom they have ruined are still wedded to 
Democracy. 
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But this is not the m&st, nor yet the worst that has been 
done by and in the name of the Democracy. 

They have turned the fair aucl sunny fields of the South 
into one general camp-g found and gvave-yard ; they have 
covered the land with mourning ; they have laid waste the 
country, and made desolate tho happy homes of thousands 
upon thousands; they have filled the South with helpless 
orphans, and mourning widows and mothers ; they have ar- 
rayed in deadly strife citizens, neighbors, and friends, where 
nothing but peace, friendship, plenty, and contentment wero 
known before ; they have excited father against son, and son 
against father, and brother against brother ; they have sacri- 
ficed a million of lives, and made cripples of nearly as many 
more for life ; they have filled the air of Heaven with the 
groans of the wounded and the lamentations of the dying; 
they have impoverished and ruined the entire South, and 
brought nothing but desolation, hunger, and want upon the 
people ; they will have cost the nation more than ten thou- 
sand millions of dollars from first to last ; they have made 
promises, predictions, and calculations, not one of which 
have been or wilt be fulfilled ; they have undertaken to do 
what they will not bo able to accomplish, and what will 
prove to be a lamentable and disgi'aceful fiulure, that will 
iuvolvo all in one common whirlpool of degradation and 
ruin. And all this for what ? Why, that the leading poli- 
ticians of the Southern Democracy might perpetuate their 
own power and appropriate the spoils of offlee to their own 
exclusive use. 

It is no exaggeration to say that, if an army from the 
lower regions, with Lucifer himself at its bead, had been 
turned loose with the most demoniac passions against the 
Southern people, they could not have done much more mis- 
chief than has been done by these Southern leaders in the 
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name of Democvacy, ancl all for their own exclusive and 
selfish purposes.* 

* 1866. — It wovild scarcely haro bGEE credited, find still less aniidpaied 
Ihat^ in less than one year from the overwhelming diseomfitnre and de- 
feat of this same Democracy by the absolute subjection, and surrender of 
all their forces in the field, which was followed by the most abject snppli- 
cations for pardon from the chief Exeeutive of the nation, that they would 
ijavo had the audacity to set up any claim or pretension to get control of 
the government again ; and still l99S conld it hare been anticipated that, 
by the misapplied clemency of the President in granting indiscriminate 
pardons to all, they would, ^n this 30th day of March, 1866, be in the as- 
cendency again in almost every Southern state, looking eagerly and la- 
boring earnestly to get control of the national government. Yet so it is. 

I have recently cut from a newspaper an article so entirely coinciding 
with my own views that I take the liberty of appending it here, without 
knowing to whom I am indebted for so true and faithful a picture of the 
oliligations of the people to the once great and overshadowing Democrat- 
19 party. 

■"' "-Record of the 'Democratic' JParty. — Wa never read one of the numer- 
ous complaints which appear in the so-called Democratic newspapers 
about the harden of oav public debt and the consequent heavy taxation, 
without being reminded of the fact that the Democratic party is responsi- 
ble for the rebellion and whatever evils followed in its track. Every dol- 
lar of our national debt was expended in sappressing the rebellion inaugu- 
rated by the Sonthem Democrats, and connived at and sympathised with 
by their Northern allies of the same party. This accounts for their desire 
to repudiate tliis debt, interest and principal, and at the same time ex- 
plains the secret of their constant complaint about 'heavy taxation.' A 
Western orator tells the truth in his own way in the following extract i 

" ' Let Democratic journals and orators howl over the debt and tases 
their war has brought. They bat magnify their own sins. Every dollar 
of debt is a Democratic legacy. Every tax is a Democratic gift. Every 
government stamp is a Democratic sticliing-plaster. Every person in the 
United Static drinks in Democracy in his tea, his colFee, and his whisky, 
and in the sugar wherewith he sweetens them. Each ingredient pays its 
qnota for the cost of Democracy to the country. The smoker inhales De- 
mocracy. The sick man is physicked with Democracy. The laboring 
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A party that has been productive of such unmeasuved 
mischief should not only be forever buried in oblivion, but 
the word democracy itself should be stricken from the vo- 
cabulary, that no more abuses should be committed under 
a name of such magic influence. 



THE RESULT OP THE EISBELT.ION. 

You asli me also, what I think will be tlie result of this 
rebellion? This question is much more briefly answered. 

mail gives about one hotir's Inbor every ds,y to pay for Democracy. Tlia 
capitalist pays one teiilh of his income for the cost of the Democratic par- 
ty. Every transfer of property is saddled with the Democratic burden. 
Before ha is begotten the child is subject to the Democratic In^t. From 
the cvadle to the grave he never is free from it. The fnneral mourning 
must fiist pay the penally of Democratic rule, and a portion of that which 
he leaves behind mnst go into this DemocraUo vortex. Generation after 
generation will caiTj this Democratic burden from birth to death. But 
for the Democratic party, our people would hardly have known the nature 
of taxation. But for the Domocratdo party, the hundreds of thousands of 
young men whose bones are strewn over the South would now be produc- 
tive Iflborers, and the support and comfort of families now desolate, Ko 
one can attempt to deny this indictment. No one can pretend that the 
Democratic party had any cause for rebellion. Yet it has the effrontery 
to cry over the burdens of taxation. As the father of iha Democratic 
party, when he bad stripped Job of family and possessions, cliarged it to 
his own sins, and sought to draw him from his inCegritjr, so his Democvnt- 
ie sons now come forward with equal effrontaiy and charge their doings 
upon the loyal people, and hypooritieaily howl over their afflictions, and 
seek to sednce them from their integrity, to elect to power the pnvty which 
has brought all these woes npon the land.' " 

Let an enlightened public now determine -n-hether my uniform and per- 
sistent hostility to tlie Democratic patty was the result of unworthy and 
unfounded prejudice, as some have supposed, or of a judicious and intelli- 
gent knowledge of its trne character, and the danger to be apprehended, 
from the nature of its organization, to the interests and welfare of the 
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The Jiistory of the world in 6000 jeavs lias furnished but 
one instance of a David, and Goliath. I do not tbiak this 
is likely to prove a second. Five millions of people, and 
they fav from being united, with two local goveraments in 
opevation in three of the pnncipal states, to wit, Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Missouri, without money, for that can not be 
called money which has no foundation for its basis, and 
is made payable six months after the happening of an event 
which is Bare never to take place, without credit, without 
necessary clothing, without a sufficiency of the nece^ariea 
of life, without a navy, and without commerce, to over- 
throw 22,000,000 of people, with an abundant supply of 
both money and credit, with a superfluity of clothing, pro- 
visions, and other appliances of war, with a most powerful 
navy, and a commerce unrestricted with all the world, would 
be a miracle that could be worked out by the hand of the 
Almighty alone ; and if he was on either side, as has been 
Bo often claimed, then I feel assured that that s de wo Id 
never suffer defeat or privation. I am co nj elle 1 the e 
fore, to conclude that the rebellion will pro e n the en T a 
most signal and disastrous failure, unless the adm n st at on 
at "Washington shall be guilty of some act of uost abs 1 
and stopid folly that will serve to divide a now umtel 
Worth, and unite a now divided South. But as long as the 
Southern authorities can raise the men, and the provisions 
to sustain them, the war will be prosecuted ; and when there 
is nothing left with which to feed the army, which will be 
first seiwed, what will be left to feed the people? Unfor- 
tunately, those who made the war, those who were looked 
up to by their more ignorant neighbors and friends for ad- 
vice and counsel, will not be the chief sufferers ; for after 
having induced them to adopt a course that drove the hus- 
bands, brothers, rnd sons into the field, they have themselves. 
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for the most part, dodged behind every conceivable pretext 
to avoid the danger and privatloa to which they subjected 
others. What unfathomable contempt I feel for such crea- 
tures, who should have been the first to rush to battle and 
vindicate a cause of their own creation ! 

CONCLUSION. 

I have thus furnished you with a sketch of the origin and 
progress of secession, as derived from my own personal 
knowledge of the events recorded, as I have been an active 
participator in all the scenes referred to for the last thirty 
yeai-s, and you are supplied with the means by which a mere 
handful of bad and selfish men, a set of political gamblers 
and stock-jobbers, have gradually and stealthily advanced 
step by step in their wicked work, and at each successive 
point succeeded in seducing into tbeir ranks the too easy 
and timid dupes from the ranks of theh' opponents, until at 
last it has come to be a crime to dispute the orthodoxy of 
their detestable doctrines, or to raise a voice in favor of the 
great work of our immortal fathers. Thus you have seen 
how a reckless and desperate set of politicians, who are now 
courted, honored, rewarded, and caressed, have, for their 
own hateful and selfish ends, involved the great body of the 
confiding and unsuspecting people of the South in all the 
frightful consequences that must inevitably result from their 
want of fidelity to a government that never had the power 
to oppress them, and which they wore under the highest 
obligations of honor and duty to support ; and now they im- 
piously implore the Almighty on tJiis, the day of humilia- 
tion and prayer, to help them out of difficulties of their own 
seeking, and from which they have no power to extricate 
themselves except by unconditional submission, while their 
constant ciy is that they are " an outraged and oppressed 
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people, Upon wliom sin unholy war tas teen waged by a ty- 
rant and a despot," and " all thsy ask is ' to &6 let alone,' " and 
who are aow exhausting every energy to involve the powers 
of Europe in their own unprofitable and ruinous strife. 

I derive no small degree of satisfaction from the reflec- 
tion, as all can bear me witness, that at every step of their 
unhallowed and iniquitous proceedings I have promptly, and 
without a calculation of the cost, arrayed myself against 
them, and warned the people in public speeches, aud by 
publications innumerable, in different forms, that the design 
of the leaders of Democracy was the disruption of the 
Union, accompanied with the entreaty that they would not 
follow them. The people know nothing of my deep-rooted 
devotion to the Union, and of my ntter disregard for all 
parties and for all men, even for myself, wLon contrasted 
with the prosperity and happiness of my country. They 
did not know that I had made the Union the god of my 
idolatry on earth, aud they set it ail down to an excess of 
party feeling, and would not heed what I had to say. All 
can bear me witness, too, that on all sucb occasions I have 
offered an earlier, more persistent, and determined resistance 
to their measures of mischief than any other living man, 
which not only exposed me to the most violent denuncia- 
tion and abuse of the Democratic press and party for what 
they were pleased to term a want of fidelity to the South, 
but also subjected me to the groundless suspicion on the 
part of many of my own political co temporaries, who could 
not be made tQ believe in the dangers with which we were 
encompassed ; and in this way and for this reason it was 
that I was so often left to stand alone in the breach, and 
battle single-handed against all parties in the state, until 
the moat bitter and unrelenting of my foes were those who 
should have been found fighting by my side. 
K 2 
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And now, in conclusion, let me say tliat, whetber the re- 
sponsibility rests upon the North or the South, whether 
upon the Abolitionists of the North proper or the Seces- 
sionists of the South, for breaking up, even for the time 
being, such a government aa our fathers had formed for ns, 
which was the pride and boast of every true American 
heart at home and abroad, and the wonder and admiration 
of an enlightened world, aud involving 32,000,000 of people 
on this continent in all the horrors through which we have 
and are yet to pass before we see the end, and all mankind 
in a greater or less degree in its consequences, the party 
that is responsible for the loss of the dead, the safFeringa 
of the living, the sacrifice of human happiness and general 
prosperity of the whole country, to say nothing of the infu-/ 
riate, incarnate feeling that has been engendered betwee/. 
the different sections of the country and between citizens of 
the same states and neighborhoods, will, as I firmly believe, 
have to answer hereafter, both in this world and in the 
world to come, for the naost atrocious and stupendous crime 
that has been committed since the crucifixion of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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In the preceding pages I have given a faithful and succinct liislory of 
this " GREAT STRIKE FOR HIGHER WAGES," andav the direction 
of the Trades' Dis-vsios Association, and traced the progress of the 
movement, step by step, for a period of nearly thirty yeai's before iC broke 
out into opon and defiant robollion. I have shown, too, how and under 
what ciionmBtances the plan of the leaders had been changed from Uieir 
original purpose of separation to a, Ssed design to nsmp the whole pow- 
er of tlie general govenitnent — to seize upon the Capitol ai Washington, 
inaugnratfi their chief as the head of the nation, and thus force Democ- 
racy upon tbo nation, and, if they conld accomplish il, extend llie insfi- 
tution of slaveiy over the whole counti'y, in which gigantic work the act- 
ive co-operation of a number of fho leaders of the Democratic party Novth 
stood pledged to come to their assistance. 

I have already explained why that contemplated aid was not rendered 
at the time; but, since the foregoing history was written, circumstances 
have occurred, and facts have been developed, which, I think, fully reveal 
the plot, with a necessary change of actors in some of the parts to suit 
the shifting scenes of the times- The timely-discovered and, fortunately, 
defeated Democratic insurrection, which was crushed out just before the 
iate presidential election in 1864, and of which Mr. Vallandigham was at 
the head, and participateiJ in by that veiy extensive political organiEation 
known jia the "Kmiqhts of the Golden Cikolb," with the substitution 
of General McClellan for Mr. Davis (though I acquit General McCIellan 
of all connection with the ulterior and principal designs of the leaders of 
the insurrection, who hoped to mould him to their own purposes if elect- 
ed), was only the delaijed aclioii of the party, rendered necessary by the 
circnmstances already explained. I think there is little room to doubt 
that, but for the precipitate and unexpected action of the authorities of 
South Carolina in their attacli on iFort Sumter, instigated by the hot 
haste of the secession leaders in the Yirginia Convention, which did not 
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leave full time foi' the completion of tlieii' orgauizntion, Kovtlisrn Dem- 
ocratic insuvrection would hnve developed itself in the spring or summer 
of 1861 instead of the f.iU of 1864. 

Not having hud access to Northern newspapers since the war, it was by 
mere ncoideiiC thai another piece of evidence haa fallen nnder mj ohseiT- 
alion, of whieh, 1 dare Eay, a great deal more has appeared of which I 
hnve no knowledge, and of ivhich no donbt much more will hereafter ap- 
pear. That to which I now refer was the statement made hj " GeTierol 
(ian«,"ofArkansta, who was himself an active secessionist in 1861, and 
afterward a general in tho Confederate service, was ta]ten prisoner, le- 
Jented, and testified against his Northern Democratic friends, who did not 
"come to Ime," as promised, in '61. I cut tlie following nrficlo from the 
Hew York 7^'ibuae, the date of which I have foi^otten : 

"Paoor DiRCBr. — General Gantt, of Arltansas, has been the subject 
of fierce abusa in the Copperhead journals, for which we were unable to 
account until we recently observed that, in speaMng for the Union cause 
some weeks since, he made the following statement. Ho said that, after 
his capture by the Union forces (he was a general in the rebel service) at 
Island No. 10, he was brought North to this slate as a prisoner of war, 
and declared that prominent Democrats of Pennsylvaaia then conferred 
with him, and assured him ' that if the rebels would hold out a little lon- 
ger they would be successful, for Ihe Democrats of the North would an-est 
the war by defeating the conscription, and otherwise rendering the admin- 
istration powerless to prosecute it.' And he added, with withering em- 

Tliere were a number of Democratio membei's of the Legislature present, 
and Ihey did not dare to question the statement ot call for names. He 
said ' the Democrats of the North A 



OLE, and confined themselves to cowardly, perfidious, and stealthy as- 
saults upon their own government.' He said that, instead of Northern 
Democrats coming to their assistance, the soldiers of the Union came in 
overwhelming force and conquered them ; ' but,' said lie, ' they brought 
government with them, and rescued us from a tyranny more teiribje than 
death.'" 

General McClellan was no politician ; had nevei', as far as I knew, 
been in jinbhc life except as a soldier ; had never filled any political office 
or place ; had little idea, perhaps, .of the quirks and quibbles, acts and 
tricks of practical professional politicians, and lent his name unwittingly, 
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I am prepared to belioye, to those ndroit manfLgoi-s anJ skillful niaiiipulsi- 
tors, who, if \hey could hivTS once hnd him imdet their thumb, lioped to 
inonld nnd fashion him to any shape the Democracy might see fit to de- 
mand. Eortunatalj for himself, he did not fall into the potters' hands ; . 
fortunately for his counljj, they had no opportnnity to entangle him ja 
tlieiv political cobwebs before he was aware of i(, from which extrication 
would have been difficult, 

I hare called this reheilion a Steikb ron HiGHEn wages, and so it 
was, nothing more and nothing less. It was a bold and wicked strike to 
hold on,psr/as aat nefaa, to the power and control of the goTorument, 
which they found was naturally and certainly falling into the hands of 
the majority of the Horth. The government had been in operation for 
seventy-two years ; during the greater part of this time the North bad had 
a considerable numerical majority ; bat, by apretly well united South on 
the slavery question, the minority had been able to retain sufficient stiength 
in the North, through the patronage of the government, to secure its con- 
tinuance in power. Accordingly the South had had General Washington 
at the head of the government for eight years, Mr. Jefferson for eight 
years, Mr. Madison for eight, Mr. Monroe for eight, Genei'al Jackson for 
eight, Mr, Van Buren (who, although a Northern man, was nominated 
and elected by the South while running against a Southern candidate) 
for four, Mr. Polls for four, Mr. Tyler (who, though elected by the Whigs, 
was bought up by the Democracy) for four, Mr. Pierce (who, lilfe Mr. Tan 
Buren, was nominated and olecied hy the Southern Democracy against a 
Southern candidate) for four, and Mr. Buchanan for four— making in all 
sixty years ; which was offeetted hy twelve only on the part of the opposi- 
tion to Democi'acy, to wit, John Adams for four, John Quinoy Adams, 
four, ana General Tajbr and Mr. Fillmoro, four ; and, during the whole 
terms of the two latter, the Democraey had control of one or both of the 
two houses of Congress; and such had been the snccess of this minority, 
by the perfection of their organization and their system of rewards and 
punishments, that they grew boW, insolent, and insane in their demands, 
and, throwing oiT all disguise in an hour of weakness and madness in 
1864, they repudiated all compromise, old and new, and planting them- 
selves firmly on the doctrine of " SQCAiran bovereigntt," which they 
had previously — and have again, since they found it did not pay as weli as 
they expected — so indignantly repudiated, declared all compromises eva- 
sions or violations of the Constitution not to bo tolerated for the fntiu'e, 
fairly and sqnarely tendered the issue to the North, that the powers of the 



..Google 



230 

government must be absolutely and entirely in tbe hnnda niid under the 
control of the majority or the lamoriti/, and tliat all efforts tit compromise 
nnd coDcilintton wonld be beld as on act of infidelity and hostility to tlie 
South. Trom that bour I saw that the South was doomed, and sacriReed 
to the unholy ambition of the leaders of Democracy ; nnd the eftbvts I 
then made, in numerous appeals to tnj countrymen, to liae up In their 
eti'englh and resist this act of insanity and mischief, only seived lo liring 
upon me such a storm of indignation, mbuke, and coarse abuse, ns was 
nerer befoi*e or since vented on any public man in this country or else- 
where. Arnold himself w^ treated ivith tenderness and hindness in 
comparison. These epithets emanated from all parties; and my own 
party, if possible, was more bitter than the rest; I was enstained by none, 
the ti'uits of which they have since and are now reaping. T must be ex- 
cnsed for this partial repetition of what I haTe said in the foregoing pages, 
but I want to impress it strongly on the minds of the South, that they may 
see to whom they are so deeply indebted for their present ten'ibla and af- 
flicted condidon. 

Mr. Lincoln was elected in November, 1860. The climax had arrived, 
the pretext was afforded ; and so proud am I of the position I then took, 
and have ever since maintained, that I hope I may stand excused for thus 
publicly washing my hands of all responsibility for what has ensued by 
here producing a portion of my correspondence on that question, begin- 
ning with NoTcmber, 1860, and running doivn to the present time. The 
letter which follows was the first after the election. This con'espondenco 
was with a gentleman who was at the head of a epivited Democratic se- 
cession paper, whii:h was published at the time in some few of the South- 

My dejh Mr. Boris, — Yon may perhaps regard ma as both vain and 
intrusive thus to thrnst before your notice the inefficient logic of an indi' 
vidoaJ so entirely innocent of weight in the national councils as myself; 
but you. will permit me to plead, as apology, the unusual and sincere in- 
terest which I feel in ybnr own personal advancement as well as the pub- 
lic good, to say nothing about a wish to advise yon of the error (which 
posterity will sni-cly point at as the "great blunder" of your life) into which 
your darling pet and mistress — tbe Union— has insensibly invited you. A 
mistress who, when yon first embraced her, was comely, and worthy of 
yonr love, but has now become hideous and rotten, and only fit to he cast 
aado for ony untried novelty. 
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lam freslifvom an attentive pern sal of jour nble, earoeat, and patriodo 
"di-eam" in the Hew York 2'Abiiae., which some fdend was thoughtful 
enough to send me ; and, after a very careful review of jour mind and 
charactei', both well known to me, I can only charge your inveterate and 
industrious labor in behalf of this ;iuese ie/iiaa to that most potent and ty- 
rannical of despots, habit— a weakness which somebody aptly and point- 
edly describes as "present action from past motives," or a pei-soveving 
fondness for n Union whose integrity has been constantly and crnelly vio- 
lated by the induatvious malevolence of the Novthcvn States. But it is 
not so much conoaniing ibe policy of disunion tliat I desiro to talk with 
you ; rather do I propose to asl; you fo sit side by side with me, and suf- 
fer a true and. earnest friend to entreat joii to forego jour loilj and patri- 
otic, but suicidal, nnd consequently insane, efforts to op[x>Ee your liantl, as 
weak and poworleea as that of old Priam, against tho inevitable fall of fliat 
great Avalanche wliieh now hangs impending, and only pauses until the 
devoted band of " dreamers" have dwindled to three hundred, as at Ther- 
mopjIiE, to blot them from the book of life. 

Tour own prophetic wisdom, which before has been yom- bane, but 
should now become your strength, oiiisl advise yon that b sy/araiioit of 
the states is ineviiabk. Then why not^ instead of vain Titan efforts to 
avoid the thunderbolt, why not^ I say, ratlier rack and exhaust cTory en- 
ergy of mind and body in search of the policy which may guide it best? 
For my part^ I must say that tlie sublime martjidom of those aillj people 
(It Thermopylte Las always seemed to me to belong rather to die absurd 
than the heroic. I want yoa to live to fight another fight ; and, in order 
to do this to some purpose, you must now snatch flie guidance of secession 
— (the wild horse did not start at jour bidding)— and, with necessity for 
yow apology, aiTest or divert the mad devils that are loose. As far as 
what is called exalted devotion to tlie Union is wortli, whj others, yonr 
inferiors in both political and intellectual prominence, have risen a whole 
head above you by proposing an appeal even from yonr remote tribunal, 
the Supreme Court, and tickle the incorruptible sovereigns with the prom- 
ise of a final reference of any vexed question that may have eluded the 
wisdom of Congresa, and derided the constitutional lore of the Supreme 
Jadges, to ihfiT distinguished sagacity. So you see that you are no- 
where; for with an independent, almost obstinate hostility to popular er- 
ror, you, of all, will surely not consent to ape tliesc hungry parasites of 
public faror. 

Wi! all know that your mission on eavtli, like that of Cassandra, -has 
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Ijoen to foresee and describe, with liistorical fidelity, the events in tlie fu- 
ture, only, Mke that unlucky maiden, to be hissed and scoffed as an im- 
postoi-, until Time, " the philosopher," had vindicated your claims to the 
prophede mantle. All I now ast of you is that yon will for once Eub- 
mit to this irresistible lotront, which not all the patriots of all the South 
CJin avert or control, and thus tender yonr voice fit and acceptable to be 
heard ill tlie now state of things wHch must soon come upon ua; and 
wlij not ? Grant that disunion is present and teal, and I hnvo you at 
jny feet; for not from you do I listen to hoar a song in. praise of the dy- 
ing martyi-, who adds the absurdity of suicide, as only more notorious 
Tvitnesa to his own despondency, and the woahnesa of a cause he has up- 
held and nbandonod. And you too, by such desperate opposition, will 
render youi'self powerless for good, and be guilty of deserting the seiTiee 
ill time of greatest need. Even grant the Sonth is about to perpotiale 
a great wrong, or call it crime, not tlien should good men fail to tender 
such counsel as may avoid the evil and secnre the right, out of the chaos 
of conflicting interests that will seek a place in the deliberations of this 
new confederacy ; and shorn of your locks by an uxorious fondness for 
this skeleton phantcm of Delilah, as you snrely will be, where, then, will 
we seek to find tlie national and intellectual patiiotism and power to re- 
buke the petty schemes of district politicians and rural Machiavellis, 
whose narrow ambition is racked and content to secure a charitable 
ei'umb from the Federal par^? 

I may have been compelled, my dear sir, in pni'suit of mj object, to 
speak of yon here in terms which may sound of flattery; but I trust that 
you will not understand them as such, but only as the common echo of 
the world, as well as of my own convictions. With a confidence that 
yon will at least bestow a thongbt on my suggestions, and with all wishes 
for your good, I subscribe myself yoiir friend, etc 

Eiclimtad, Nov. ST, IBM. 

Mt BBAii SiE, — I have been endeavoring to make an opportunity for 
some days past to answer your veiy friendly and sediictim letter, bnt my 
whole time, day and night, has been so constantly occupied with matters 
that could not be postponed, that until the present I have been compelled 
to defer it — and even now I must be brief. 

1 speak of your letter as being seductive; I refer, of course, to those 
portions which hold out promiseE of future gi-eatness, if I will "seize upon 
the present occasion with a nervous grasp nnd gnide the a 
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favor of secession," wliici you think is fixed and ineyitable ; and many a 
ciiarming woman has sacrificed her honor nnd her reputation to tlio in- 
sidious tempter under far leas imposing ciceumstancee than those jon pre- 
sent for my consideration, but it was only becnuse they had not the flrm- 
ness to say, as I do now to you jn tlie langnage of our Savior, " Get thee 
behind me, Salon, " 

I do not concur with you in the opinion tliat the dissaluUon of the 
Union is inevitable ; the sky looks threatening, I grant you ; bnt so it 
has done before, and yet the clearest sunahlne has succeeded without a 
shower of rain or n peal of thunder — so I trust it will he again. But it it 
should be otherwise, and the government of the United States is to be 
overthrown, no part of the Joll^, the wici^edness, and the crime shall be 
charged upon me, either by tlie wise nnd good men of the present age or 
by generations yet to come- 
True, South Carolina has rashcd on wiih a headlong impetuosily whol- 
ly nnsnited to the gravity of tJio occasion, as if she were nfi-aid to (rast 
herself with time for calm deliberation, relying more tipon the passion than 
the wisJom of her people, and it may bo that, under a ridiculous and 
false idea of a becoming pride and true greatness, she may plunge the 
state into very serious cliffionlty ; she may even declare herself out of the 
Union. She did so by mdinaace in convention in 1833, bat still the Union 
was not rent asunder, nor will it now be, as I thiuli. Ho other state is 
likely to go with her, and, what is best and sui'est of all, Virginia certain, 
iy will not, in her present state of mind. 

If I conld sea llie least semblance of justilication in the atlitnile South 
Carolina has assumed, I would sympathize with her, but I do not, for 
I'easons already given in my speech, which you say yon have just road. 
I see nothing in that position but plain, bold, daring, flat-footed rebellion 
against, and treasaa to the rest of the states ; and I can not be indnced 
to take sides with her in her disloyalty a,nd treachery. Who can ask it 
of me when her own most trusted nnd active leader, Mr. Yancey, in his 
Montgomery speech, said, 

" If I understand my distingnislied friend from Virginia (Mr. Pryor), 
the election of a Black Eopnblican President would be an issue for dis- 
uiiion. I understand my learned colleagne (Mr. Hilliard) to say that 
upon that issae he would be ready to dissolve the Union. I say, with all 
deference to my colleagues here, that no more inferior issue could bo ten- 
dered to tlie South upon which wo should dissolve the Union than the 
loss of an election "Whi^n I am asked to raise tlio flag afrevo- 
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hition agninst rh election under the fovms of law sxiH the CoaEtltation, I 
am ael^d ta lia an lOKO'istUnliinial ildiiff, according to the Coiislttution us it 
now esiats. I am asked to pnt mjself in the position of a rebel, of a trai- 
ior, in a. position where, if the governnient sliould succeed nnd put down 
the remhitiOTi, I and mj friends can bo wrdgned before the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and there be smienced to be hanged for ciohiing 
the CoBstiivtioii aiid laws of mi/ coanii-y." 

Such is the admission of the lender whom you profess to follow, nnd 
^ou mute an earnest appeal to me to unite with you in itssuming tho po- 
sition o! a rebel imA a tiaitoi; for which I may be sentenced to be Iianged 
for violating the Coi^titution and laws of my conntvy. Pardon me; my 
impetuous friend, butJ^d ntiher not! I am impelled by every consider- 
ation of honor nnd duty to decline your very polite intitafion. 

Do you doubt, or does nny scnablo and reflecting man doubt tliat Mr. 
Yancey desciibed ti'uly the situation whioh every man occupieE who fa- 
vors the movement of South Carolina because of the election of Mr. Lin- 
coln? for even she does not ptctend that she would have occupied her 
present position if Lincoln bad been defeated, an 1 yet « e yo not Eur 
piiEod to see so many of otii' own people turn tig rebels and trai 
tors" at her bidding? are yon not, indeed, eve s j sed at yoursclt? 
Kebels and traitorsl Very imposing nnd higl sounlng des t, at ons 
truly 1 Bnt I have no particular desiie tliat tl oy si ould atla 1 to my 
name either now or in after time ; icij asjiirat ons do not i n ll at 
direction. 

South Carolina, spni'ning the counsels and co-operation of Virginia and 
other Soi\thern States, has, of her own accord and uiran her own hool;, 
chosen to raise a mighty nnd a fearful issue with the general govern- 
ment, and upon lie general government rests the responsibility of settling 
the question. H^ids off and fair play Jo both, say I. In its present 
Biage we have nothing to do with it, and, as far as I am concerned, I turn 
her over to " Uncle Sam ;" and if she can maintain ber position against 
that reEpectablo and powerful old gentleman, let bcr have , all the honor, 
aiid glory, and benefit of llio achievement to herself. I hope she may 
have a good, pleasant, and merry time of it. She will still be a state of 
the Union in a state of rebellion, and I have not a shadow of doubt 
either of tbe right or the power to control her; the only qnestion would 
'bQ,!: it worth ichile? Would it not bo better to let her go out, nnd stay 
out, until she had made the espcviment, and, like the prodigal son, re- 
turned to her home to cat of the failed calf? . 
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]5Lit that iinfoi'liinatelywiiuld lead to another ]ierii!Gxiiigdifliciiltj,wliicli 
is, that it would amount to an neknowledgment that we have no govern- 
mont, and never had one; that out fathers were a set of old fools and 
fogies, wlio thought they woro malting for their posterity n government 
that would endnre forerei', while it was nothing more than a, mete volun- 
Q of states, to bo tok''atsd only so long as it vtas entiyety 
,t and agreeable to all parties to remain in, but that the mo- 
ment it became irksome to any ono state it might bo broken up aa readi- 
ly as an ordinary whist-party whenever ono of the partners might happen 
to get sleepy. And it tequii'es btit little reflection to satisfy any reason- 
ing man that, if the doctrine of the dght of secession is once recognized 
by the government, all ilB powers cease at once, even though the doc- 
trine may not bo can'ied into practical effect. The government is now 
supported hy loans and heasuiy notes, and has'been, with the o^tception 
of short intewaia, for tJie last twenty-five years. What credit would the 
government he entitled to, and what credit could it obtain, either at 
home or abroad, if it wero acknowledged that any one state might at any 
moment bi'eak tip the govei'nraent and thus cancel the debt, as South 
Carolina now purposes ta cancel hers ? 

When would we be safe in declaring war for the defense of our honor 
or rights, or for tho protection of om' people, if in the midst of the war 
the Union could be dissolved and the goverament tleati'oyed, because 
some one of the states might he disappointed in the election of her fnvor- 
ilQ candidate for the Presidency, or because her interest would ho pto- 
moted by doing so, or because it would enhance tho price of cotton to 
open a direct trade witli the enemy ? What government on earth wouhJ 
tliereafter treat with us as one of the naiions of tlie world. Ido^ot wish 
to bo disrespectful to any body, and most surely not to yon ; hut I hope 
yon will pardon me for saying that one of the inconceivable and irrecon- 
cilable things of this world to mind is, that an idea of such unmised and 
unqualified nonsense and absurdity as that of the light of a state to secede 
at pleasure should ever have obtained a place in the mind of any man 
who was not an absolute lunatic. Men's minds are tlifferendy organized, 
I know, and wo see things tiiroogh different optics, and I dare say you 
and others look upon rae in the same light aa I look upon you and upon 
them. Well, be it so, Hanoi's are easy, and wo break even. 

It has become a favorite and fashionable mode of expression to say, 
"this is not a government offeree," "tho government was not made by 
force, and can not be kept together by force." It is very true that the 



j,Google 



230 

goveriraient was not made by foi'ce, and it is for tliat very reason that 
there ia no right to breal; it up, and that it can bo kept together by force. 
Whether that is n desirable mode of doing it is altagethor a different 
question, K it had bem formed by force, if some tyrannical despot had 
forced a goTeinment upon the people which had novet obtained tlieii' ap- 
praral or assent, then any of the parties would he justified in throwing it 
off whenever they ooald get rid of it. But it is precisely because it was 
not made by foree, that it was a free and volantary compact, entered into 
one with another, and each one with all the rest, that there is a power to 
enforce the compact. 

Debts are not, and can not bo created by force ; but if vohmtarily en- 
tered into, the payment of the otligalion may be enforced by the strong 
arm of tho laiv. And it is no gOTemment at all if it ia not one of suffi- 
cient foi'ce to protect itself ngainst treason and rebellion on the part of 
its citizens. If it is not a gorernment of force, why was Congress clotheil 
with the power "to provide for the calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Dnion, suppri^a insnrreetions, and repel iuTasions," 
whether they oomo from within or without ? Pshaw I that's all fal hi, 
to tickle the ears of groundlings. It was a. gotemment of force, and very 
efficient forco in 1833, when the Force EiU passed a Democratic Con- 
gress in the House by a vote of 149 to 48, and in the Senate by 82 to 1. 
When and how baa the Constitution been changed since? or is it only be- 
canse statesmen have grown more wise of late? 

Establish their doetiine of secession, and it is at once settled that there 
is an absolute impossibility of ever establishing a fixed, permanent, and 
stable government out of two or more states. !For if our Constitution 
does not^make this a permanent government, as designed by its tbundets, 
then language can not be employed that would make it so, and our insti' 
tutions are no better than those of Mexico. 

But if a new confederacy were to be formed I could not go with yoa, 
for I shodd use whatever influence I might be able to exert against en- 
tering into one with South Carolina, who has played the part of a com- 
mon brawler and disturber of the public peace for the last tliirty years, 
and who conld give no security that I would be wflling to accept that slie 
would not be as faithless to the next compact as she has been \o this, 
which she is now endeavoring to avoid. 

In addition to which, the objects and interests of Soath Carolina, as 
she conceives them, are essentially at variance with those of Virginia. 
This stale will never agree to engage in a trade that has been held as 
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piiatical by tlie nations of the wovU, and if not, Sontli Carolina docs not 
desire our company, and would get ui of us ae soon as possible. 

"What may be tba ultimate condition of things I do not pretend to be 
prophetie enough to foretell, but I do not think there is any likelihood 
that any other stato will go o\it as South Carolina proposes to do, in a. 
sort of sky-rocket blnzo. The rest will be disposed to wn^der matters 
more carefully, and will talte time for consideration and reflection, during 
which much ninp, nnd I think will be done to reconcile existing differ- 

The Nortbem party has succeeded to power ; thoy arc, therefore, deep- 
ly interested, in n political sense, in keeping the Union togethev, and 
can well afford to do nil that we havo n right to demand under the Con- 
Etitution ; nn J if they do not, we may bo able to accomplish all that is es- 
sential throngh the action of Congress. 

Kow, as jou say to me, "eit doivn side by side with me," and let us 
talk the matter oi-er. Suppose the North should agree to repeal all their 
obnoxious legislation which has for its object the obstruction of the exe- 
cution of the Fugitive Slave Law (which they ought not to hestitate to 
do eren if no Union were at stake), and if not, suppose Congrras should 
so modify that law as to relieve it of that obnoxious feature to which I re- 
ferred in my Lyncliburg speeoli, and thereby add to lather than impair 
its efBciency, and accompany that legislation with a bill declaring it to 
be a felony of the highest grade, and subject to heavy pcnalticB by fina 
nnd imprisonment, to rescue, or attempt to rescne, a slave in custody of 
tlie offlcei', or after ho had been ri^tored to his master, and making the 
general government responsible for tho vnlne of the slave that may be 
rescued, and holding it as a charge against the state that shall permit 
this law to be thus violated wilhia its territories; then suppose, in ref- 
ci-ence to the territories, there should be wisdom and patriotism enough 
in both sections of the country to restore matters to the condition they 
occupied prior to 1854 by re-establishing tho Missouri Compromise line ; 
don't you think, my good friend, yon could then be persuaded to agree 
that all the Southern States, except South Carolina, wo«ld atfree, even 
without the restoration of tlie Missouri line, to remain a little longer in 
the Union, although South Carolina might have assumed that she was 
too good, and high-toned, and chivairic to remain where Virginia, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Maryland, Eorth Carolina, and Missouri would be 
proud to stay? and if South Carolina should be deaf to all remonstran- 
ces, and insiet that she would stay ont after that, don't you think she 
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ouglit to bo luft to share the fate she had invited, aud coveted, and pto- 
Toked ? 

All this, I have stvoag hope, msiy be accomplished if time — reasonable 
ij'ine— is allowed, a suitable spirit is adopted, and a proper course is pur- 
sued ; but I do not think it can be done by the system of bullying nnd 
brsTado that many of our leading men aeem to bato a decided passion 
foi-. The North and tbe South are equally brave, A hrava people, like 
a brave man, will always deapiae and defy a bully, and there has been too 
mncli of that game played on both sides. 

I belioYB in the patriotism of reflecting men of all parties and of both 
sections, nnd I am coafident in the belief that each will, in the spirit that 
animated oat fathers for the sake of the Union, surrender mnoh that has 
been claimed on both sides before they will pull down this great Temple 
of Liberty on their own beads. 

I will not stop to inquire which section would suffer most from a rup- 
ture of the Union, because I do not calculate its value by dollars and 
cents; it is enough for me to know that both would sastain a calamity 
that neither time, nor labor, nor money could repair. Bnt to accomplish 
any tiling, reason and persuasion must take tbe place of threats and 
taunts, and criminations nnd recriminations. Row all this is to be 
brought about is another question, which I leave to those who are in pow- 
er to bring about ; but I have an abiding trust and confidence in thii 
same good Spirit that tias directed us through cveiy trying difficulty, 
that the way will be prepared to save the great, glorious, thrice-blessed, 
and God-lite work of our fathers to ns, and lo onr children, and to our 
children's children. 

One thing, my friend, you may be asLured of, that when the necessity 
shall arise for Virginia to take up arms against the government of tbe 
United States, she will require no other state to set her an example of 
what it becomes her honor to do; but she will neither be " hitdied <m" -am- 
"dragged into" any rebellious or treasonable movements by the most 
spoiled child in tbe whole family. Virginia macle the Union : it is 
chiefly the work of the hands of hei- children, and she will adhere to, 
abide in, protect, and preseiTo it- 
One word more. Are we to have a State Convention? I hope not; 
there is no sufficient reason for a convention ; the public mind is not in 
a condition for a convention ; it is in too excited a state for Euch deliber- 
ation as the public interests demand (and artful means have been nsed to 
make it eo), nnd the state of your own mind serves as evidence of that fact. 
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Men live nol made wiser ov more temperate from being sent into a con- 
vention tlian to «ny other deliberative lx>dy sneh as Congi-esa or tlieLeg- 
islatuie, nov hare we any reason to suppose, when party spiiit runs as higli 
aa it does now, that wiser imd better men would be selected for such a 
place and for sncli a parpoae ; and would you ordinarily trust, or do yoa 
inow any body who would be willing to trust the existence or destruction 
of tills national goveinment of ours to the hands of those wlio fill either 
of these departments? The world was nol made in an hour, it is not 
likely to be destroyed in a day. There is no occasion for SHch remarka- 
ble haste. Nobody proposes lo Are our dwellings or steal onr substanee 
away from us; there is plenty of time before us. Let ns, then, he pa- 
tient, be ivjso, be modeiale ; give lime for the passions excited hy the lato 
election and the scenes that now surround ns to calm down. Let ns act 
like men, and not like children ; and, abore ail, let ua take time to ascer- 
tain facts, and not be led away from liie path of duty and honor by tha ten 
thousand misrepresentations that are scattered broadcast over the coun- 
try for the purpose of inflaming popular passion. 

It takes a groat while to build up n government, and it requires a vast 
ileal of labor, reflection, foresight, knowledge, wisdom, and experience to 
form a government that will prove a satisfactory snbslitiite for tlie one 
you propose to discard. Do you feel sure that the state is prepared at a 
moment's notice to bring all these various and essential elements to bear 
upon this subject ? It jou are, I am not ; and as there is less danger to 
be apprehended from cautious deliberation than from impetnous haste, I 
beg you to unite with me in ui^ing the people of Virginia not to be in 
too great a hurry lo destroy or liazariJ the loss of what all the world will 
never be able to give them again. 

I am your obedient servant and friend, John JM. Boirs. 

Tharo were very few papers at this time in the South whose columns 
were open to mo ; but the above correspondence having been published in 
the Alexandria Gazette, and as that paper accompanied its publication 
with a desire that the questions involved should be freely discnssed, in 
the month of December I addressed to that paper the following comran- 



Leliefjt'om floK. Jo/m M. Bolts. 
TotheEaitoraoftheAleHinariB Sa^lts: 
flam not mistaken, you have invited a discussion of the questions ii 
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voLved in the present difficnitics under which the country is laboriog 
through yonv columns, and especinlly what^oj-i it becomes our own state 
to take, and 1 avail myeelf of tho privilege extended by submitting for 
reflection the following views ; 

I have observed that in seTei'al of the county meetings that huve been 
held, I'esolutioDS have been offered and adopted declaring that the inter- 
ests of Virginia and South Carolina ai'a one and the same, and that we 
must attach our fortunes to bers, no tnatter what may occur; that there 
is no power to coerce a seceding state ; rind the Clarke County I'esolu- 
tions declare that the government has no right to collect revenncs in a 
stale tliat has withdrawn from tho Union. 

First, then, let me ask, io what respect are the interests of Virginia 
identified with those of Soath Carolina? Politically they are identified, 
because both are intensely Democratic, and intensely tyrannical to tliQ 
minorities in their respective localities ; bnt socially and commei'cially, it 
Beems to me, we are as far apart as the polos. There is no more social or 
comraei'cinl intercourse between Soutli Carolina and Virginia than there 
is between Canada and Mexico. Wo bny nothing from her, and she 
buys notbing from us. We sell her nothing, and she sells nothing to na, 
for not even those who trade in davcs deal with South Carolina to any 
extent, for thdr mavket is farther south ; while in some respects tlie pur- 
poses and interests of South Carolina, as sbe conceives them, are essen- 
tially opposed to those of Virginia. Ti'ne, Sonth Carolina is a slave state, 
bnt so is Maryland, and so is Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, and 
Missouri ; and upon that ground we are far more closely and intimately 
connected with the conservative Border States than we are with Sonth 
Carolina, and for all other purposes of commerce u>c do not latovi hsr, 
And let me ask, is it wise on the part of the slavehoiding populalioD of 
Virginia to " liilch on" to South Carolina for the sake of the slave-trade, 
and involve the state in rebellion and civil war, and then call upon the 
vast preponderance of the non-slaveholding portion of onr people to coma 
forward and do the JigJiting with the general government for the exclusive 
benefit of the holders of and dealers in slaves T 

What will he our condition if we secede ? For a single item of the ac- 
count take the following ; The debt and liabilities of the state do not fall 
far short of $45,000,000, most of which has been expended in the cause 
of internal impravements; our commerce is now with the North, bnt our 
costly lines of iroproTcment are aiming at commercial intercottrse with 
the ^tuX West, If we secede, non-intcrcoiu'se follows, eovtainly to a 
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large extent. What then beMines ofourimprovemonta—tlia James Riv- 
er and Kanawlia Canal, the Central Bailroad, etc. ? Trade and travel 
irill all be suspended; the stiporetriictares of your roads all fall into de^ 
caj; Iha sills on which the rdls themseives weal' away with tnst from 
disuse, and then comes the payment of the debt, $45,000,000, an enor- 
mous system of taKation without one other source of revenue ; and this 
not only in addition to our ordinary expenses of government, but with the 
additional necessary expense of Itoeping up an army and navy for the 
general deftnso and pi-otection of our people and property. Happy will 
that man be who has no property with which he can be troitbled or taxed. 

But it ia said, tee should resist any attempt to coerce a seceding state. 
God forbid there should be necessity for using force, and I am not one 
of those who believe it will be necessary to resort to force on the part of 
the general government, unless it be in self-defense ; but are you pre- 
pared to say that yon value so lightly the deeds of onr Kevolnlionary 
sires that, if need be, yoa woalA not strike one blow to preserve what they 
went throngh a seven years' war of toil and suffering, privation and sacrl- 
ftce, to establish ? May my tongua ba blistered, ray arm withered, and 
my name bo obliterated from the record, when I lake such gi'onnd as this 
for no better reason than now exists for deserting the Union. 

How do you propose io resist ? If by remonstrance, that is all well 
enough ; but if by force, then you involve yourself in civil war, and bring 
all its horrors on your own state, and transfer the scene of war from 
South Carolina, that has offended, to the territory of Virginia, that has 
not offended. 

We can be engaged in no civil war, unless of our own accord we sccit 
or JQvile it, or, rather, I slionld say, begin it. For one, I am willing lo 
fight the battles of Virginia in a just cause, but I am not willing to fight 
the battles of South Carolina in a bad cause; and if others are, then we 
have reached the point where we must separate and part company. 

In this connection, without offense, let me ask a few plain questions, 
which I hope some of those entertaining extreme opinions will answer if 

Bnt let mo say in advance that I am one of those who liave heretofore 
opposed the adoption of all platforms in Presidential elections, as being 
worthless at best, but, in the general, calculated and designed to perpetu- 
ate a fraud and a cheat upon the people ; nevertheless, I did believe that 
if one coulii be adopted which conld not be misintei'preled, and respect- 
ing which no fraud could be practiced, it was thai platform adopted by 
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the Conyeiition in BaltimoTO that nomiualed Messrs. Eell and Eyerelt, 
to Tvit, " The Umoi, the CoastUiiiioii, aad the Enforcement of the Laws," 
Mora especially wliei), at the time of iis adoption, disunion and taaisianco 
to the law3 were llireatened on all sides if a Kepnblican candidate should 
he elected ; and still more tspeaslly, when it was known that each of the 
candidales selected to he pat on that platform had voted in 1833 for the 
Force Bill, thus recogniaing the obligation on the pait of tho Federal 
Execntire to eajbrce the execution of all laws even in a state that, by or- 
dinance in convenfion, had declared herself out of the Union. How, 
then, for tlie qnestiona I prepose. 

Question 1st. — Did they approve tlie conduct of Mr. Fiilmore's admin- 
isti'ation when it sent federal troops into Boston to enforce the esecn- 
tion of the Fngitive Slave Law in the case of Anthony Enrna ? 

Question 2d. — Are they now in favor of aJl the powers of the gOTern- 
ment being executed for the purpose of enforcing the piovisions of that 
law? 

Question 8d.— -Are they in favov of the equality of the states ? And 
if these questions are answered in the affivraalive, as I presume they will 
be, 1 put as 

Question 4th, — How, and upon what principle do they make the dis- 
tinction between executing one laio bi/ force in Massachusetts, and at the 
same time propose to incur the penalty of treason, and introduce civil 
war into our midsl^ by resisting tho same process for the execution of 
other laws in South Carolina? 

And I wili tell them in advance that it will not do for them ki put 
themselves on tlie ground assumed by some, that there is a difference 
between using force in a slate that has declared herself eut of the Union 
nnd one that has taken no such ground ; because those of otij- parl^ who 
resist the right of coercion utterly and wholly deny that any state !ias the, 
right to declare herself out of the Union except on the ground of revolu- 
tion; and I suppose none will deny the light of bkj nnd ali govemitieTiis 
to pnt down revolntions, and that, if not successful, that revolution is 

Question 6th. — Did not those who contemplated n 
thorities of the general government, if it should find it ni 
to force in order to execute the laws, adopt the platform of our party, to- 
gether with the candidates who planted themselves on that platform, in 
good faith, and with an honest pnrpose to act in accordance with its pi-o- 
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Question Gili.— Did not they reeomiiicnd to the people of this slate the 
support of oui' candidates upon the ground of their superior nationalitj, 
because they were known to be in fayor of ih^ preservalioJi of the Union, 
the eiadicaiion of the CoTistitathn, and the eTiforcemeiil of the lawsf 

Question 7th. — If thej were for six months engaged in m'ging the peo- 
ple of Virginia to tlie support of this platform and its candidates, will 
they inform me now what Union it was they were for presctriug, what 
Consiitviioa it was they were for Tindicaling, and what lows they were for 
enforcing ? 

Question 8th. — According to their understanding, was onr platform 
nlso a delusion and a cheat ; or did we not earnestly and honestly pledge 
om'selyeB to each other and to the world that we would contend to the 
last for the perpetuation of the Union of the thirty-three states composing 
the confederacy which was formed by onr fathers ? Was it not the sn- 
pretnacy of the Constitution which authorizes the use of force to eseeula 
the laws, suppress msmrectioB, and repel inrasion? And was it not the 
enforcement of all laws upon the etatute-hoolt, or was it only certain se- 
lected laws in certain localities that they were for enforcing? 

Question 9th. — If it was their inlention to execute snch laws only in 
the Southern States as Southern interests might demand, do you think it 
was in accordance with principles of fairness and common honesty that 
they shoidd have asked oar friends at the North in nnite with us on the 
general platform without informing them that they were for nsing force 
to execute the laws aiaoriij them, but that they should not be allowed to 
use force to execute the laws among ourseliies ? 

Question 10th. — After having pierailed on seventy-four thousand five 
hundred and twenty-four voters of Vii^nia fo stand by them in their 
recommendation lo uphold tha Union, to protect the Constitution, and to 
enforce the laws, and since by their votes the state has been eanied for 
John Bell and Edward Everett, do you think they are at liberty now to 
abandon these seventy-four thoasand live hundred and twenty-four men, 
n very Iwge majority of whom ate not slaveholders, and tell them that 
the Union which our fathers cBlE,biished is not worth contending for; 
that tha Constitution is a toy and n plaything for the sport of folly, a,nd 
passion, and resentment ; and that the laws must not be enforced upon 
any Southern State that may choose to set itself up in defiance of all 
Jaws and ali constitutional authority ? 

Question 11th. — Do you think they have a right now to plungo this 
state into al! (he horrors of civil war, and involvo the people of Virginia 
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in the cvime of treason, by osponsiag the cause of Soutt Carolina, that is 
in a state of rebellion against the general government, and ihsreby trans- 
fer the baWle-ground from Sonth Carolina to Virginia, and tben cal! upon 
tho non-slaveholding population of iJie Mate to do all the fighting foe 
slaviholiMng sympatlikera only, when their slave proporty is not cndan- 
gared ? And do yon not thint the expeiiment is a hazardous one to the 
slnveliplding interests of this state ? 

Question ISlh. — Do jon not think, ss South Carolina is the only slato 
that has taken steps from which war is likely to rcsalt^ that Iters is the 
soil upon which the war (if any comes) should be conducted, and that our 
women and cliildren should not be subjected to the horrors that will at- 
tend it, by transferring the Ecene from the rice and cotKn fields of that 
state to the hearth-stones of Virginia? 

Question 13th. — In this view of the subject, do yon not think it would 
be move becoming and more chivalric on the part of those wlio think 
Soutli Carolina is jnstilied in her present position, and who recommend 
resistance to the general government if the President of tlie United States 
should feel that the obligations of his oath reqiiiivcd him to "erecate the 
laws" and "suppress insurrections," should volunteer their serTioea to 
South Carolina, go doion there, and make tliat the scene of their heroism 
and renown, instead of stirring np the worst passions of our natnro, imd 
dr^ging those into tha difficnjty who do not bejiere South Carallna is 
justified in what she has done, and who have no sj'mpatby with the hot 
haste with which she has acted, and the insulting manner in which she 
has treated Vh'^nia ? 

Question 14th, — As far as South Cotolina can make herself 30, is she 
not now as foreign to us as the people of Naples or the people of Kome? 
And if there are sympathiKera hero of the Pope on the one hand, or of 
Victor Emmanuel or Garibaldi on the other, who wish to take a part in 
the Italian War, ought they not to assume the responsibility, and should 
they not seek the plains of Italy for a display of their valor, and not strive 
to involve their own country? 

Question 15th. ■ — Finally, do you think they have a right to find fault 
with and complain of us, who stood by them in the late contest in favor 
of "the Union, the Constitution, and the Enforcement of the Laws," 
and still stand faithful to onr professions, and bscause we can not stultily 
ourselves, as we think wo should, by now declaring that wo will let the 
Union slide, the ConsHlulioa be trodden down, and the lams be violated 
with impunity? 
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It matters not what you ihiak or whnt I think; it matters not whether 
it ought or ought not to be so; the niRii who thinks this Union can bo 
bvokeo np in peace knows nothing of the nature of onr inetitvitioaB, nnd 
nothing of tho power with which this government is clothed by the Con- 
Btitatioo, It matters little where jour sysopathies mnj lead you, or mine 
may lead Die; it matbini not bow much we maj deprecate and deplore 
it, whenever you have a President of the United States who feela the 
weight of hi9 obligation to the countrf South Carolina will Eubmit to 
tbe laws of the United States, or l^remillbe war; becimse the Conslilu- 
tion not only authorizes it, but dmands it ; it does not leave it to the dis- 
cretion of tlie President, but requires him to take an oath before God that 
he will, " to the beat of hie ability, preserve, protect, and defend tho Con- 
sliiTUionP' and that ConsUtudoii declares that the President "shHU talie 
care that tho laws be faithfully executed," and for that purpose gives the 
control of the army and navy, and provides for the calHng forth the mil- 
itia to enable Mm to execute he tiius ; and, in the name of Heaven, how 
can ha omit this plain paramount duty without having the high and in- 
iamous crime ofpeijmT/ resting on his soul ? And the same Constitution 
declares Chat "Creiison (which is punishable by death) shall consist in 
leeJ/iiig mar against ilie United Slates, or in adhering to their enemies, or in 
giaii^ them aid or comfort," I beseech the people of Virginia not to bo 
led into error by ignorant demagogues ae to the nature of oni- govern- 
ment, nor yet to judge of its powers by the imbecility of lis present rulers. 
"One mnrdei males a villain, millions a hero," anp the poet; this 
may be true in poetry, but it is not true in law, unleM they have the 
power to overcome all opposition ths.t may be made to them. Do not 
judge of whst will be the condition of tJie public mind when this sacession 
fever, which is now an epidemic, passes off, and when the question comes 
to be determined by the courts, from the frenzied state in which it is now 
found. Tempev, and passion, and prejudice must sooner or later give 
way to reason, to common sense, and sapremacy of law ; and then the 
day of reckoning will come; and in tho mean time, let those who would 
give aid and comfort to Soath Cnrohna in her position of hostility to the 
United States, let those who are solicitous to connect their fate with that 
of the unfortunate and misgnided State of South Carolina go down 
among them, and take the responsihilily on their own shoulders, and 
leave the Constitntion-loving and law-abiding men, women, and children 
of Vii^inin in the enjoyment of peace, and in the dischai'go of their du- 
ties to the Union, the Constitution, and the Enforcement of the Laws. 
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I coacede that no gveater calamity can befall any people tlian tlial of a 
war among themselves ; fiud if 1 OTuld beliera it likely that the Union 
could be broken into fragments without haTing constant and ititermina- 
blo forays between the Skve and Free Stales, I might possibli/ bring my 
mind to the couelusion that it would be better to give np the Union than 
have war between the genornl government and the Southern oi' Cotton 
States ; but there lies the question, are wo not lo have the Union entire, 
or is there not to be war of some description ? It is my belief that one 
or the othei- ia unavoidable ; und if bo, whieh is the better and the wiser 
conrse to adopt — to have a war that will bo of short dursition, or one that 
is to be perpetual and interrolnablo, until the substance of all parties is 
wasted awny ? 

But let OS estimate, as wise men should and will, all the cost iu ad- 
vance, and calculate the probable result. Suppose the fifKen Slave States 
should secede, what ate our means or onr poiveis of resistance oy defense? 
Can any state live without commerce? Suppose llie government of the 
United States, which, will assuredly be in possession of the navy, should 
station a single frigate at the Capes of Virginia, is not the commerce of 
Virginia and Maryland effectually bloclied up? then one to Charleston, 
another to Savannah, another to the Bay of Mobile, and still another to 
the month of the Mississippi, leaving the Free States on the Ohio and 
Mississippi Rivers with the facilities of railroad, lake, and canal eommu- 
nicnlion with NewXorlt; I simply inquire, what would bo our condition? 
■Whore is our navy to drive them off? What wonid I>ecome of all the 
productions of the South — the cotton, rice, sugar, flour, tobacco, et«. ? 
Would we not be checkmated and conquered without the power to strike 
a blow? Do the impetuous secessionists ofVirginia stop long enough to 
vefloet npon such a condition of things? or do the sobcr-iuiuded, reflect- 
ing men of the state think they are cot worthy of consideration ? If it 
is deemed necessary for our honor and sjifety to leave the Union, let ns 
take time to prepare for what will inevitably follow. If the Cotton States 
can establish their independence, let them do it, and fix their form of 
government ; then, if we like it better than our own, we can unite with, 
them, but let us not be guilty of the madness of burning down the house 
in which we lire until we are sure of removing to a better one. 

As it is, I am clearly of opinion that the true policy of Virginia is to 
have nothing to do with the controversy tliat South Carolina has chosen 
to wage with the general government, hnt let her attend to her own busi- 
ness and we attend lo otirs, and remaJn in tlio Union as long as it can 
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be done witli sukly nnd Iionoi- to the state ; and wlien tlieao can no longer 
be retained in. the Union, then let us go out like men, and, asserting the 
broad right of revolution, let ua all be naited, and shrink from no conse- 
quences that may follow. 

I am respectfully joura, John M. Botts. 

I mvist confess here to an error in my calculafioa. As no instance in 
history conld he found in which a gigantic war was canied on for any 
length of tima without a dollar of money, nnd without credit in any mark- 
et in the world, so I nevev dreamed tliat it conld be done here to the ex- 
tent it has been. I had no conception then that the government was to 
issue its hundreds of thousands of millions of Treasury-notes, payable six 
months, and two years after the happening of an event which was sure 
never to take place, and that any respectable portion of the people conld 
be made to believe it was as good or better than gold, and that the few 
who Iiad wisdom enough to know that it could never be worth a farthing, 
and refused to take it in exchange for their labor or produce, wonM have 
their property seized by the government for its own use, and the party 
thrown into prison for disloyalty. Bat all tliia I have seen now, and 
shall he bettor posted hereafter if another rebellion and civil war shall 
come in my time, which I hardly expect to see, for I think the present 
genei'alion and several others that will follow it will be satisfied witli the 
experieneo they have had in this ; but it may be of some service to future 
generations to know what may happen nnder the administration of those 
who go into rebellion simply for the purpose, as Mr. Jefferson Davis ac- 
knowledged in his interview with the two quasi-commissionors of peace, 
Messrs. Jacques and Kirke, as published in Mr. Davis's organ and other 
Richmond papers without denial or contradiction, solely to "get rid of 
majoriiiea t" or, in other words, that the minority, or to come exactly at 
what he meant, that the selfish politicians and greedy office-holders should 
rule and control the people with the iron hand of a detestable despotism. 

My next effort was an appeal to the moderation, forbearance, and mag- 
nanimity of (he North, made under a conviction of the tnith of the old 
proverb, that " it is better to hnmoi- a fool than encounter his wrath ;" for 
I found the whole South getting to be, not simply j%oEs/i, bitt insane upon 
this question of secession ; nnd, in reply to an invitation to a dinner at 
the Astor House, Now York, given by the "New England Society" in 
commemoration of the landing of the Few England Pilgrims, I made this 
appeal; bnt those to whom it was addressed unfortunately did not look at 
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Ihe question in all its magnitude — they did not aitach sufficient impoi't- 
ance to the events then, in pvogroBS. Perhaps thay would liavo tliought 
and acted otl:erwiB6 if tlieyiiod been located where I was, und could liave 
foreseen what has followed, as I thought I did at the timo. 



la called by the State Logislnture, which itself had been 
conveneil in extra seasion by Governor Letcher. Richroortd was entitled 
to tiiree representatiyes. A number of the Union men culled on me in 
person to become a candidate, to which I gave jaj iissont. They nalied 
who I could recommend to bo associated with me. I named Ittr. William 
H. M'Farknd, with whom I was not then on speaiting terms, and Mi'. 
Marmaduke Johnson, not so ranch because he was nij friend as that ho 
and Mr. M'Farland had, at the dinner given to the Presidential Electors 
a short timo before, given, as I thought, the most unmistakable evidence 
of a steadfast and reliable devotion to the Union and the platfotm npon 
which we had carried the stats tor John Bell. Accordingly a card was ad- 
dressed to the three gentlemen thus indicated, and I extract the foUowing 
from my responso. Tho other two gentlemen simply accepted. I was 
defeated; to accompiish which, very large sums of money were said to 
have been and, no doubt, were Enhscribed. Mr, George TV. Randolph, 
Jate Secretaiy ofWar, beat mo, I Ibinl!, some two hundred and odd votes, 
Ms fnends swapping off votes witli the pecnJiar friends of Messrs. M'Par- 
land and Johnson. All this is of no other consequence now than to show 
hoivmattera Wei's worked to bring about my defeat. Mr. M'Farland and 
Mr. Johnson were elected, as I Iiave said, and both afterward voted for 
the Ordinance of Secession. 

The following is from my card in the Eichmond Wldg of January 3S, 
1861 ! 

" The absence of all right on the part of one state to separate hei'self 
from the otlier thirty-two, when no pretense is set up that there is a cov- 
rolative right on the part of the thitty-lwo to separate themselves from the 
one, is, to my mind, an incompvehensihlo logical absurdity, that I have al- 
ready argued in your presence dnting the late canvass, and which need not 
be repeated here. 

"That the time has arrived when t!ie public voice and, indeed, the pub- 
lic welfare, demands that there shall be a satisfactory and final adjustment 
of all questions of discord Itetwccn the two sections of the countrj', in or- 
der that we may live in peace hereafter, no one will dispute. Tlie ques- 
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tion is, iv}iat ouglit to be satisfactoiy to us, llic Southern section, conati- 
toting as we do tlie complaining party in the case ? 

" For myself, I am prepared to insist upon every jot or tittle of right 
ttiat the security or the honor of Virginia will entitle her to claim untter 
the Constitntion. as it is. I am willing to vote for and take as mnch more 
as the North, may be disposed tjj yield. If 1 have not heretofore claimed 
as much as others, U was not because I was unwilling they should obtain 
and enjoy it, but because I did not believe that it would bo granted, or 
thatwe wei'e entitled to demand it as of right, and therefore I never have, 
and never mUl consent to make the existence or the destruction of this 
government dependent upon any abstract or impracticable question that 
may or may vot ai'ise outside of the Constitution, such as is now proposed, 
of guaranteeing slavery by eonstitntional amendment in a!I teiTitories 
hereafter to he acquired south of 36" 30', whether in Mexico, South Amer- 
ica, or the Sandwich Islands. 

"There is notliing that I can do that I will not do to avert the utter 
desolation that will assuredly follow in the ti'ain ofdisnnion, rebellion, and 
civil war. I will go as far as any man alive will or can go io settle, by 
compromise and conciliation, every question of disturbance in our nation- 
al councils. I am oven free to say that there is no compromise that has 
teen or can be proposed that will prove satisfactory to the North and South 
and restore harmony to the country, that will not meet with my cordial 
support, and, except as a matter of curioMty, I would agi'ee never to in^ 
quire what compromise had been adopted, for I have no interests in this 
government that are not identified with those around me, and whatever 
will satisfy them will satisfy me. I do not set myself ap ns a maker of 
laws or a maker of constitntion s, to which all others must bend and yield ; 
nevertheless, I am not without my own views as to the proper mode of ad- 
justment of al! questions of eonstitntional interpretation, which could be 
done by maHug a case on each disputed point for the immediate decision 
of the Suprome Coni't, whicli is the tribunal established by the Constitu- 
tion for that purpose^ and then we could see what party it is that is not 
willing to lire nnder tiie present form of government fairly and properly 
administei'ed. 

"I do not believe that, since the world was in a state of chaos, there 
ever was, or that there ever will be again so general and nniversal an up- 
heaving of society, so ruinous and desolating a disturbance of all the so- 
cial, moral, political, and industrial elements of a people for such slight 
and insufficient cause as this country now exhibits to the gaze of the as- 
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tounded nations of tlie earth, eveiy oqb of wliich causes, by prudence, dis- 
cretion, and forbearance, if taken ont of the hands of selfish and aspiring 
or disappointed politicians, and intrusted lo the people at the polls, ss is 
now proposed by the Crittenden and Biglor resolutions, mny be settled am- 
icably, harmoniously, and satisfactorily in the Union, and under the Con- 
stitution, within the nest sixty days ; while there is not one that will not 
be a thonsand-fold aggravated when we go out of the Union, leaving the 
Constitution, the laws, the whole organisation of the goi'emmcnt, the 
uimy, the navy, the Treasary, the public lands in all the stales as well aa 
all the territories, in the fall possession of the Kepublican party, from 
whose apprehended designs the secessionists arc for running otF, and lenT- 
ing behind them all they claim. 

"After the events of the John Brown nffaii', just one year ago, and the 
scenes through which we are now passing, ict us never again have a word 
to say ahout the excitability of the Fi'euch, who, compared with as, arc . 
ftu immovable and unimpressible race of people. 

"Kow, I believe I constitute a fair type or specimen of wlint is the actual 
condition of every man in the Sotitharn States, in a legal, political, and 
constitutional sense ; and I find myself in the full, free, and perfect exer- 
cise of every blessing and of every right ^f a personal natnre tiiat I have 
enjoyed since I came into the world. I am also in the possession and 
enjoyment of whatever property I may own, and nohody, as far as I 
know, pi-oposes to disturb or dispossess me of it; nor can any hnman be- 
ing thus dispossess mo except by due conrse of law. How long this state 
of things may continue Omniscience only oan tell. But is there any one, 
in these particulars, in a worse condition than I am ? If there is — if the 
instance can be presented of any one man, out of the ten millions of the 
white population in the Southern States, who is laboring nndec any op- 
pression, wrong injustice, or grievance, that can raoi be redressed in the 
Union, and which am be redressed out of the Union, then I will pledge 
myself to vote for disunion whenever tlie question comes np ; but if no 
such person can bo found, I will never consent to give up this govern- 
ment, the worl; of men 'ictose Hlx we ne'er shall look spoa again,' for 
any other govcraraent which the destroyers ottMe are likely, to subslitnte 
in its stead. I will not destroy the house in which I live, and which pro- 
tects me from the blasts and stonns of winter, when not one brick is 
burned nor a stick of timber cut with which lo erect another. I will 
not tear down the worlds of Wasbinglon, of Madison, of rranklin, of Car- 
roll, of Morris, and of Pinckaey, to take upon iiiist the clumsy machinery 
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of Tancey, and Rhett, and Pickens, and Toomba, and of DaviB, I will 
HOC surrender this goverrimenc antil I know that a better one has been 
provided for me. 

"When I see in the distance tlio frightful and Hppalllng consequences 
of diannion and civil war, ■mliioli many will not see nnlil the teality is 
brought to their own firesides and liearth -stones, where onr wives, and our 
daughters, and all that is cherished on earth is clusteted, I can not but 
persuade myself that both parties will ahudder and recoil at its approach, 
and come to houorahle terms of settlement. For one I shall never despair 
of ike repnblic, 

"When I see that upon the EeceEsion ofaoy or alltho Southern States, 
the President is loft no alternative and no discretion, hut is solemnly 
sworn before his God to PKiisiiKVE, pwlecl, and defend the Constitution, 
and that that Constitution declares the ' laws of the United States to he 
the supreme law of the land,' which he ' shall take care to see Jcdthful/y 
execated, ' and places the army and navy of the United States under liia 
control, and proyides for calling forth the wililia to enable tim ' to exe- 
cute the laws and snppi'ess insurrections,' I can not doubt that the decla- 
ration of secession, however much it may he deplored, will necessarily im. 
pose upon the goteroment the obligation of resorting to sueh measni-es 
as will enable him to see the laws faithfully executed; the right to do 
which was too firmly established in the days of President Jackson by 
the leeislalion of 1832, ever to bo overtlii'own while llio government en- 
dures. I only speak of this as an existing fact, which is not likely and 
hardly possible to be changed. If it can bo avoided, I shall he rejoiced 
to see it, and, while I can not doubt the powei-, would, as your represent- 
ative in Convention, cheerfully unite in any recommendation or remon- 
strance agiunst the exercise of the power. 

"When I see too, that, without the power to strike a hlow in resistance 
or defense, without the means to vindicate hei'self, the state may bo hum- 
bled and subdued (and all the gasconade and brarado of light-headed 
and flippant woald-he patriots can not prevent it) ; when I see that a sin- 
gle ship of war stationed at the Capes of Virginia will as eiFectually 
block tip and destroy the entire commerce of Virginia and Maryland as 
if they wei'O sarrounded by icebergs in the Arctjo Ocean, while we hare 
no naval force with which to dislodge or remove the blockade ; when I 
see that the commerce of eveiy other Southern state may be ent off in 
tJie same ivay, and by the same means, by sending one or more war- 
Eleamers to block up the several ports of Charleston, Cnpe Pear River, 
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Snvannali, the coasts of Florida, Mobile Bay, and the tnoutli of tie Mis- 
sissippi, while the commevca of eveiy free state in the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi is left open bj meana of railroad, lalie, and canal communica- 
tion with New York ; when, I see that of three million Jiye hundred thou- 
sand militia-men enrolled in the United States, the North has upwai-d of 
two million five hundred thousand, with no negi'oes to take cai'B of at 
home, and the South only about nine hundred and forty-seven thousand, 
with oiu^ wives and daughters to protect and om negroes to watch ; when 
I see tha^ upon all constitutional obligations being broken down, there 
must be incessant and exhausting hostilities cai'ried on faotweon the Bor- 
der Free and the Border Slave Stales, or else that Maiyland, Virginia, 
Kentuclty, Tennessee, and Missouri will speedily become Pi'ee States, 
hitched on to a confederacj of Slave States, from which it is even now 
proposed they should then be turned adrift j when I see tliis stale groan- 
ing under ft debt of forty-five millions, to be raised by diivet taxation, and 
a1! her sources of revenue cut off, and without the credit to obtain a dol- 
lar in any market in the world on any terms, as will be hor condition in 
a stale of rebellion and civil war; when I see nothing hut bankruptcy 
and distress staring every man. in the face ; when I see all these and oth- 
er untold calamities to be brought upon our people by the inconsiderate 
haste of an hour's excitement, or for misapplied sympathy for a state that 
we were told in advance would 'Mtch ta on' and 'precipitate as into 
revelation wlieiher aie would or not )' when I can see nothing hat absolate 
ruin and desolation for all in common, which neither our safety nor our 
honor requires us to encounlor — I say, if this work is to be done, it must 
be performed by other hands than mine ; for I wotdd not, for all the hon- 
ors, and offices, and wealth of the world, have such a crime resting on 
my soul. 

"I have sfudi would lake any compromise that would restore peace to 
the country; but it is not to be disguised (hat there are those in this 
slate and others in the South who do not mean to be salJsfiod with any 
concessions or compromise that can be offered. They m'e for diBunion 
per sfl, and have been, as Mr, Ehott acknowledges, for thirty jeai's. For 
them I have nothing to ofler bnt resistance to every proposition and every 
effort that looks to the secession of this state ; and if, upon obtaining all 
that we have the right under the Constitution to claim, they still persist 
in their opposition to the e::;ecntion of the laws, and in stirring np rebel- 
lion and treason, I think it manifest that the government will fallback on 
the platform upon which we have jnst can'Icd this state, to wit, 'The 
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Union, the Constitution, and the Enfoicement of tha Law^' equally, 
fairij, nnil imparlially on nil; for then it will be a qnestion between a 
irell-regulated government on the one liand, and anarchy and raob law 
on tie other ; for if tha government has no power to collect its taxes or 
duties, to execnta its laws, put down rebellion, and punish treason, then 
it is no longer the government that was formed by our fathers, and the 
sooner the whole fabric tumbles to pieces the hetter. 

"Tliis Union, as far as my action will go, must and shall bo preserved, 
as long as it cau ba done with honor. Has Virginia tamely submitted 
to dishonor for the last ten yeara, and is she now only stimulated to re- 
deem that honor by the precipitate action of other states ? If not, what 
new cause hns arisen within the last two months that makes it necessary 
to call together the Xiegislature, or a convention without authority, hold 
an election almost without notice, meet in convention and declare herself 
out of the Union in less time than is ordinarily devoted to the passage of 
a bill foe the construction of a mud turnpike in the mountains ? K war 
had actually been declared against ns, no more precipitate action conld 
have been taken. This, too, when public sentiment in the North is daily 
and hourly undergoing modiilcations, and pedtions are pouring in upon 
Congress to refer the matter to the people for settlement, who say they 
are ready to yield to all just and reasonable demands for the sake of tha 

"I will not stop to inquire how long our allies in the Cotton States will 
be able to hold out, and help us after leading us into the diificnlty, when 
their ports are all blockaded and their supplies of actual necessaries of 
life — of which they purchase one hundred and fifty million dollars' worth 
a year from the Fi-ee Slateg— shall bo cat off. I will not stop to inquire 
whether the world can live as long without their cotton as they can live 
without bread. I will not stop to show that both England and France 
have already, by the Chinese War, made arrangements for a snpply of cot- 
ton from that region of the world, which, together with the supply from 
the East Indies, will render them in a few years independent of the Cot- 
ton States ; for all these will be subjects for argument elsewhere ; but I 
simply throw them out as hints for reflection, and as reasons for making 
haste s/ouJ^. 

"What is to become of that vast multitude of naturalized citizens scat- 
tered through the Southern Slates wlio owe a sworn allegiance to liie 
United States government, which is bound to protect them in every land, 
whether at homo or abroad? Are they to be asked to commit willful 
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|)eiji:iy by taking up arms ngainst tlie Constitution and the goveniment 
they have solemnly swovn to support, or are they to ba driven from the 
South as nliens nnd enemies to the new-fangted govcrntnent that ie to be 
erected ? It is a question for grave deliberation to detonnine what is to 
be their Etntns when we sepiiraio ft'om oni- government and theirs. If 
you, the natives of Virginia, owe your fitst allegiance to the state, enrely 
they owe theirs to the general government. 

"To be brief, I iim ready to sacriiiee myself, and live in obacntity and 
poverty, deserted by friends for whom 1 would die rather than harm, if 
by such sacrifice I can sare the rich legacy from our fathers, and the right- 
ful inheritance of our children. I am ready to haaard my liffe, if neces- 
sary, in fighting the battles of Virginia in a just cause, but I am not will- 
ing to sacrifice the best interesls of my state and my country, and the 
hopes of oppressed mankind throughout the world, in upholding South 
Carolina in a bad cause, in a wholly unjustifiable and petulant whim, 
which slio avows she has indfllged for thuT:y years. I am not willing to 
rush upon destruction for a misplaced sympathy for a state that exnttfid 
oyer the election of a Republican Preadent, burned their lar-harrels and 
illnrainated their wties because it afforded them t!ie pretext for rebellion, 
and that has ance violently seized upon the forts, arsenals, arms, and 
ammunition, and money of the United States, and has lired upon and 
driven from ber waters an unarmed vessel bearing that flag of the Union 
which has borne as trinmphantly through every war and every trouble. 
I am not one of those who profess or feel such sympathy, nor will I up- 
hold her in such conduct. Yet I would afford ber evei'y opportunity to 
retrace her injudicious step. 

"My earnest and urgent advice, then, is that Virginia should remain 
in the Union, demanding all her constitntional rights, the repeal of all 
nnconstilutional laws, or the declaradon of their nnlKty by the Supreme 
Courts and a just punishment for those who shall resist its decisions. 
Let ber remain in, and act the part of mediator and peace-maker between 
the extremes of both sections of the country. Recollect that those who 
now beckon you on to destruction are the same advisers and leaders that 
lulled you on in 135i to insist upon the repeal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise, which has brought you to your present condition. That was a 
grievous error of which you had timely warning, but to which yon would 
not listen ; and those who warned yaa then were denonnced as submis- 
sionists and traitors to the South as tlioy are now. Bo not deceived by the 
same men again, who would now lead you into one ten thousand times 
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move fatal; and do not hereafter foi^jet that I tell jou now, when yaa 
give up your Union, yon suvrender your liberties and the liberties of all 
wlio tire to come after you. 

"If this brief and hnnied exposition of mj views should meet with the 
concurrence of the people of Hithmond, and they desire to call me into 
their service at a moment when all the cnlmness, deliberation, and phi- 
losophy of the most experienced and far-eighCed statesmen shoutd be call- 
ed into requisition, 1 shall appreciate the honor, snd not decline the trust. 
But if they are bent on committing an act of self-destruction that no 
time, nor labor, nor money can repair, and involving this stale and them- 
selves in evorliksting ruin, some other arm than mine must be selected to 
strike the blow ; for I can not and will not commit the parricidal act that 
wonid hand my name down in dishonoi- to posterity as one of llie do- 
attoyers of my counliy and of the liberties of the people. 

" I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

"John M. Bons. 

"P.S. — I have written this letter because I shall have no other oppor- 
tunity of making n»j opinions known to the voters of Richmond — which 
have been greatly misrepresented — as I am called -to WHshington, and 
Ehall most probably not return until about the time of tho election. I 
will be sm-e to he here in time to givo my own vote for Union men. 

"Jons M. BoTTs." 

In rapid succession one Cotton or Gulf State after another had passed 
thdr ordinances of secession, until they had all thrown themselves head- 
long into the rebellion. The action of the remaining states, to wit, 
North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee Arkansas, Missouri, mainly de> 
pended npoo the coarse that Virginia might adopt. Allejes were turned 
upon her Convention. The proclamation of Mr. Lincoln calling for sev- 
enty-five thousand men (which I think should have been for three hund- 
red thousand at the least, accompanied with a recital of the wmngs and 
Injuries already perpeti'ated by South Carolina and her nssoeiate states, 
with a suitable appeal to the patriotism of the people to sustain the in- 
ti^ty of the nation) was issued on the lEth of April, 18G1. The rep- 
Tcsentatii'M of the people in Convention, who had been elected to keep 
Virginia in the Dhicm, betrayed their ti'ust, and in a moment of artfully 
and ingeniously coatrined excitement, and in a St of absolnte inlimidalion, 
as I have shown, adopted an ordinance of secession on the I7th, which 
created a wild disti'nction in the people's mind. The fact was flushed 
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iviti lightning epeed from state to etate, from city to dtj, from Tillage to 
Tillage, and in lesE than tliirtj^is hours tho whole Sonth soemed Ui hare 
been electrified. If there were nt that lime ten men in the citj of Eich- 
mond who had not for the instant iahaled tlie poison, I did not know 
them ; for those ivho did not, under tho reign of terror that was instant- 
aneously inangurated, thought it most prudent to keep their opinions to 
themselTes. 

It was in this condidon of things, and under these circumstances, that, 
apprehending nnd foreshadowing what has since become a painful and 
frightful reality, the firm conviction was forced upon my mind that a 
temporary and partial ECpavation, authoiized by an amendment to the 
Constitution to that effecl^ could alone prevent the other Southern States 
from following in the wake of Vii^inia, which wonM give to the rebellion 
snch gigantic proportions as would lead to the most disastrons nai' re- 
corded on the page of history. To save these Border States to the Un- 
ion, including Virginia — for in that event the people would hare repudi- 
ated the action of their Contention — to avert the evils that have since re- 
sulted, I addressed the following letter to my valued friend, Hon. Edward 
Bates, Attorney General of the United States. 

By the suggestions contained in this correspondence, it was my purpose, 
if war was inevitable, to make it a foreign instead of aciuiYw.ir, in which 
other states would have no pretext for taking part with tho revolted statj;s 
in the GulE I believed then, as I beliBvo now, that such a course, if 
adopted, would have cut off all co-operation betiYeeh the Border and 
Cotton States, which would speedily bring the Cotton States to their 
senses, and that these people would themselves in a short time ask for re- 
admission into the Union ; and that, overwhelming their f^thlcss rulers, 
they would return to their allegiance with an increased spirit of fidelity 
to the country ; and that if they did not^ that then the application of 
some of their own cherished principles, as contained in the " Monroe Doc- 
ti'ine,''or in the celebrated "Ostsnd Manifssto,'' which was the exclusive 
work of Southern Democracy, or that the difficulties growing out of the 
navigation of the Mississippi, or some other of the thousand causes that 
would necessarily arise, would furnish the occasion of reducing them to 
Euhjeclion and obedience to the antiiorities ot the United States. 

I did think if all that has followed could have been foreseen, such a 
setflement would have been eagerly embraced by nine tenths of the 
fiiends of the Union in all quarters, independent of tho immense sacri- 
fice of life, and the amount of misery that has been entailed upon the hu- 
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nmn familj. I think the Cotton States would have been deai-]y paid for 
at half the nmonnt of money that has been expended, tliroiring every 
oilier consideration out of the question. Here, however, is my letter to 
Mf. Bates : 



r.ichinODa, April 19, ISUI. 

Mr BtSAR SiK, — Your letter of yesteiday hna been Mceivetl, Bofoie 
thia you wll! have learned through the press all that has occarred at Nor- 
folk and at this place ; but I can not begin lo giro you a jtist concepidon 
of the excitement created, not only here but throughout the whole South- 
ern country, by the proclamation of the IStb, which in many respects may 
be regarded us the most unfortunate document that ever issued from the 
government. In the absence of that paper, this state could not liave been 
carried out of the Union; with it, the Union party nnd the Union feeling 
hoB been almost entirely swept out of existence. Yon can not meet with 
one man in a thousand who is not influenced with s. passion Jor war ; and 
eyeryone seems to regard the proclamation as a declaration of war for the 
snbjagation of tho ontii'o South, and for the extermination of slaTeiy. 
Reason (with them on this point) would as Boon arrest the motion of the 
Atlantic ns it would chect the current of their passions. 

When I saw you in Washington some ten days since, I had the honor 
to lay before yon and other members of the Cabinet, as well as before Mr, 
Lincoln himself, a plan for the settlement of our troubles through the mo- 
dinm of a national conventioD, to give to liie seceded states hose to mit/i- 
draw. I thought then, as I do now, that the plan then snggCEted was the 
only Eolntion to the dreadful crisis wliich was upon us. Since that time 
mnlKirs haTc assumed a ffli' more frightfal aspect and I now venture to 
make one more effort to save the unnecessary effusion of brotheis' blood, 
and, in the name of liberty, humanity, and Cbi'istianityj I implore you to 
give it your earnest and solemn deliberation. 

I need hardly say that no man in thia nation has held in higher appre- 
ciation the vnlna of our blessed Union. Bo man has labored more con- 
stantly and earnestly for its perpetuation than I ; no man's heart ean Wood 
more freely for its loss than mine ; no man can mourn more sorrowfully 
for its overthrow than Twill; no man can condemn mora severely the im- 
mediate causes that have so unnecessarily led us into this awful and ter- 
rible catastrophe than I do. Yet, for the first time, after an entire night 
of sleepless reflection, when I prayed as I never prayed before for misdom 
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and Btrenglh to^o my duty, my mind has baen broiiglit to the conclusion 
tliat a dissolution is &n inevitable decree of fate. 

I am satisfied that a contest on the pavt of the general government, 
with its perfect militniy organization, powerful naval forces, its command 
of money, and its credit without limit, backed by eigliteeti or twenty mil- 
lioaa of people, against eight millions, withont miiitavy organization, with- 
out naval forces, and without money or credit, is not likely to be of doubt- 
ful result in tie and. Bnt after that, what then? Can the Union be 
preserved on such terms, orwoulditbewoi'tlipi'esorvingifitcould? Aft- 
er the best blood of tlie country has been slied in a ivar which has passion, 
prejudice, and nnnatoi'al bnt mutual hate for its foundation, intensified by 
the conflict, coaM the two sections ever be brought together as one people 
again ? And would it not require lai'ga standing armies, in constant, act- 
ive service, to conquer and msintnin a peace ? And would not that end 
at last in a hateful, loathsome military despotism? 

If I am right in all this, would not a peaceful separation, not as a mil- 
itary necessity, bnt as a triumph, of reason, order, law, liberty, morality, 
and religion, over passion, pride, prtgadice, hatred, disorder, and tlie force 
ofthe mob, be a, far wiser and more desirable solution of tlie problem than 
such scenes as will result from a purely sectional warfare (result as it may), 
and from wiiich the heart sickens and the son! recoils with horror? 

You may cut, maim, kill, and destroy ; yon may sweep down battalions 
with joar artilloiy; yon may block up commerce ivith your flcels; you 
may starve out the thousands and tons of iJiousands of the enemies of the 
government; you may ouej'JMn, but yon can not siiS/Hjaie the united South. 
And, if you could do all this, you couH not do it witbont inflicting an 
equal amount of misery upon those who are its best friends, and who have 
Blood aslongas thei'c was apknk to stand upon by the side of tho Union, 
the Constitution, and the laws. Our streets may run red with blood ; our 
divellings may be leveled with tlie eai'th ; our fields may be laid waste ; 
our heaith-stones may be made desolaW ; and then, at the last, what end 
has been gained ? Why, the government has exhibited its powei", which 
has never been ^ueslioned but by the idle, the ignorant, and the deluded, 
and for the display of which there will be abundant opportunities, without 
nn effort now on either side to cut each other's throats ! 

So far from its being regarded as a betrayal of weakness by tho other 
powers of the globe, will it not be looked upon in the present emergency 
as an act of magnanimity and heroism on the part of the more powerful 
party to propose terms of peace? Let me, then, as a strong, devoted, un- 
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ulterabla Mend of tlia Union C'/it amid be inaiitlained), let me, us a con- 
Ecieutions and unchangeable opponent of the fatal heresy of secKsion, 
nrge upon this administration the policy of issuing another proclamation 
proposing a titice to hostilities, and the immediate assembling of a nntion- 
sX convention to recognize the independence of stioh of the states as desire 
lo witlidraw fiom the Union and make the experiment of sepnvate gov- 
ernment, whioll it will not, as I think, take them long lo discoyer is the 
most egregious en'or that man, in his hour of madness, ever committed. 

In five years fiom this time Ihe remaining United States would be 
stronger and more powerful than the thirty-four stales were six months 
ago, and yon will have a government permanent and endnring for all 
lime to come, lo which all who seek an aq^inm from oppiession may re- 
sort hereafter. 

I wilt not undertake to speculate on the experiment of a Southern re- 
public ; my opiniDns on that subject are well defined, and loo well under- 
stood to mate it necessary that they should be canvassed here. Lot it bo 
tried, and let it work ont hs own salvation. 

If this policy can bo adopted, nil I shall ask for myself will be the priv- 
iioge of retiring to same secluded spot, whore I can live io peace, and 
mourn over tho downfall of the best government, luiaety admiaistered, 
with which man was ever blessed. 

E'er God's sake, let me implore you to let wisdom, magnanimity, true 
courage, and bnmanity prevail in your councils, and give peace to a dis- 
tracted and dissevered country. 

I write as one who feels that he is standing on the brink of the grave 
of all he has cherished on earth ; my head is bowed down with grief over 
the madness that rules tho hour, and I pray Glod to give mo the wisdom 
to tnow and the alrengtli to perform my dnly, my whole duty to my 
countiy, ray state, and my friends. 

1 am, with great respect, yours, etc., John M. Botts. 

Will you grant me the favor to lay this last cifurt to serve my country 
before the Cabinet at its first meeting ? I appeal to you, as a native son 
ef Virginia, to do it, J. M. B. 

As indicative of the temper and spirit with which tJiis letter was re- 
ceived by the secessionists, I append the following editorial from the Pe- 
tersburg Expi-eaa, being, perhaps, the most decent and temperate of all 
m^e upon it : 
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" Hon. John M. Bolts, — This gentleman, it eeoms, has been recentlj en- 
gaged in efforts to tiring about a, peaceful solntion of the present disttirli- 
nnees in tbe contttry by appeals to the ivicketi authors of these distutb- 
snces, the Kump administialion in Washineton, A letter which ha ad- 
dreBBed lo Edward Bates, the Hump Attorney General, has just been pub- 
liBbed, and wq have read it witli vastly more amazement than satisfaU' 
tion, because seiitimeutE are breathed in it wMcli ai-e unwoi-thy of a high- 
toned Virginian in a ci'isis like the present^ when his liberty is assailed in 
a manner utterly disgraceful to the age we live in. Mr. Botts is doubt- 
Zess very anxioua to bring tho two sections to a halt in theu' preparation 
for war. He is doubtless a friend to peace, and would use all his power 
and inilnence to commend it. But he has adopted tho very worst course 
that ho could well have done to effect the end he has in view. The let- 
ter to Bates hetrajs a spirit of rank disaffection to the cause of the Soulli 
■which is too obvioiiB to escape notice, and a fear ot tho Northern mUEons 
which is conspicuouslj' apparent in a portion of it. Now Mr. Botts is 
(no thmki to Lincoln) 3 citiaen of a free republic, and has a right to his 
own thoughts. We hope never to see any where in tho South an at- 
tempt made to muide the tongue, pen, or conscience of tho citizen. 

" Mr. Botts is still an ardent Union man, sti'aago to say ; and although 
he counsels the call of 'n national convention lo give the states iatve to 
wUhdraiB,' it is evident that their withdrawal is to him a most unpalata- 
ble thine to contemplate. The horror which he feels at this picture is 
only exceeded bj that which fills him at the contemplation of the picture 
of a bloody civil war. Had tve set about the work that Mc Botts has 
undertaken of impressing npon the Rump government a pacific policy, 
the fii-st thing that we wonld have stiidiously guai'ded against would have 
been the use of any expression which could bo tortured into the signifl- 
caUon that there was the slightest apprehension at the South of the con- 
seqnenoes of war, because it has been a fixed and inflexible principle of 
the Black Eepnhlicans, ever since the secession movement began, to in- 
terpret every such expression into a sign of bachiTig doma, or, in other 
words, into a disposition to rettirn into tho Union npon any terms ; and 
this inteipretation has uniformly steeled them against all conciliation and 
adjustment. We should have spoken in a very different tone to Lincoln 
from that in which Mr. Botts has thought fit to address him. We would 
have in a manly way told him that the South had separated from the 
Horih because her constitutional rights had heen trodden down, and her 
liberies were threatened ; that she demanded the recognition of her sep- 
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Btate sovereignty, not as a matter of /auor but as n matter of justice, and 
that she was fully able and irrevocably determined to protect herself with 
her own arm. We shoiild hare held the proud language of an equal, 
not that of a cringing, trembJing inferior. 

"The foilowiog passage in Mr. Botls's letter is essentially, totally, and 
peonliarlj revolting to the Southern heart, and we lose no time in de- 
claring that the nncalled-for and craven admission wJiicli it contains is 
the ftdmisaion of Mr. Botts, and of no Southron. Says ho: 

'"I am satisfied that a contest on the part of the general govcinment, 
with its perfect military organization, powerful naval forces, its command 
of money, and its credit without limit, backed by eighteen or twenty mil- 
lions of people, against wght millions without military organization, with- 
out naval forces, and without money or credit, is not likely to be of 
doubtful result 'n he n I ' 

"We hardly h e w ds p h rprise and indignation which 

we feel at this xtrao d ti b citizen of the South on such 

an occasion. J hn Hi km n h able hero who had his face 

slapped by Edm mdson was h fira rado this gasconading non- 

Eense before Ih w d, a d his ntemptib bravado was only laughed at. 
Now a native bora and b \ g n n n he face of a people who repu- 
diated and spumed the baUjing threat of Hickman, puhliely indorses it ! 
Why, even the North herself mill smile derisively at such a preposterous 
— snch an infinitely ridieulona declaration. The North knows that, of 
all the stupidly absurd undertakings that she could possibly engage in, 
that of attempting to suhjugate the fourteen states of the Southern Con- 
federacy would be liio most stupidly absnvd. 

"There is not a single particulnt in Mr. Botls'a enumeration of North- 
ecn resources that is not grossly exaggerated. The Lincoln government 
is not near ' peifect in its military organization ;' its ' naval forces' are 
any thing else but a terror ( its 'command of money,' and its 'credit,' al- 
though great, is not without limit ; and as to the eighteen or twen^ mil- 
lions of people, why, if every man of them was to take the field, fully 
armed and equipped, the ten millions of Southern soldiers arrayed against 
them wotiJd be a full equivalent — a firat-rate Holand for the Northern 

"But why say more on this subject? Mi Botts may tremble before 
the monstrous giant his disturbed imagination has conjuied up befoie 
him, but there ia not, we hclicve, anothev rain m tl e whole '^julli wl i 
will not consider it a bngboni' of Ihe first orde 
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A few days after, without wailing for a reply fo my first letter, I ivi'ote 
a second letter to Mr. Bates, of which the folloiring is a copy : 

DisAn SiE,— Again I venture to ruldteas you, and again in the name of 
a convulsed nation to sne for peace. 

Frantic people on both sides may clamor for war, bat the dispassionate 
and reflecting erery where demand a cessatioD of this horrible and cruel 
war, and the party that has it chiefly in its power to stop it will sink un- 
der the weight of its responsibilily, both to God and man, if it is not 
stopped. 

Yon know aa well as I the spirit and fiery zeal of your own SoutlierD 
race ; you know tha(^ no matter what yonr power may be, yon could nev- 
er reduce thorn to subjection. As 1 said in my first letter, "ooerjim ihaa 
yon ?mn/," but you can not subjugate; and even to overrun them now ia 
becoming more and more doubtful every day. But if you coold, what do 
you hope to accomplish by it? Is it not as clear as the noonday's sun 
tliat a dissolution of the 17nion is a fixed, irrevocable fact? and is it not 
eqnaliy clear that a war between sections, Horth and Sonth, only makes 
it a costlij, hlood'j, desolating dissolution, instead of a peaceful separation 
of elements that are now as thoroughly and as sternly antagonistic as iire 
and water? 

The disaffection in Maryland to the causa of the government, and es- 
pecially the scenes enacted in Baltimore, render it certain that tile revo- 
lution is spreading with immense rapidity. Why not, then, at once come 
to honorable terms, and let each of the republics. North and South, live 
after their own fashion and their own fancy? The Southern blood is 
fired, and you may rest assured that, to the last man, they will resist the 
powers of the Pederal government if their independen 

If my counsels could have prevailed wben I was ii 
Border States would have been saved to tlie Union. Now four of them at 
least are gone from you, and probably all. Why, then, make it worse than 
it is by farther procrastination ? 

If yon knew what it has cost me in mental agony to give up ali hope of 
the government of the United States as it was formed by our fathers, you 
would listen to my counsels and have respect for what I say. 

I pray you, tell me what possible good is expected to be accomplished 
by a war among ourselves? Whicli party can possibly be b 
After 500,000 lives liava Jieen lost, and $1,000,000,000 of money ht 
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spenl, nmst it nol at List end in a soTomnce of the ties that liavo iicrcto- 
fow lield us together as one people? 

I never saw the dny that I more sternly ilenied the right of s« 
under oar Constitution thun I do now ; but the right of m 
haye always asaei'ted, and no one has ever denied it. This state has not 
seceded, because the Convention had no power to secede, and the vole, 
which th.e people reserved to themselves, has not been taken ; yet they 
are themselves in a state of revolution. It mattere not whether you or I 
think there has op has not been just cause for revolution. We are not 
made the judges of that ; they have decided for themselves, and bad a 
right to do so. I suppose no revolution ever yet arose in which those in- 
volved in it were entirely unanimoas ns to the sufBcienoj of the causes 
that led to it ; thei-efotc I do not conceive that I have a right to set up 
my iadividnnl opinion against what seems to be the almost nnaaiinous 
voice of the enth-o South, and I find myself, with the rest, precipitated 
into a revolutiott without any agency of my own, and against which I am 
utterly powerless. So it is with thousands and tlionsands over the coun- 
tiy — some from impulse, some from judgment, and some from ncuessitj, 
until the sentiment has almost one universal "ay" for revolution. 

I can not so far stnldfy myself as to deny the right of all governments 
to put down revolution if they can; tliis is too well recognized a principle 
V> be disputed ; and where a successful revolution would overthrow the 
government itself, I do not question the right of the government to resort 
to every means for its own preservation. 

But would the government of the United States be overthrown hy an 
acknowledgment of the independence of a part of its original proportions ? 
On the conti'sry, I venture to say your government would bo more power- 
ful, more harmonious, and more happy (when institutions common to all 
pervaded your entire land, and no jarring interests were brought into 
contact) than you have been for the last twenty yeai-s, and certainly for 
the last ten or twelve, during which time there has been nothing but one 
continual stream of disooi'd pouring out from the press, the pulpit, the 
hustings and the halls of Congress, on the snigect of slavery. 

If, after die separation has been accomplished, time shall prove it to 
have been to the interest of the pai'ties that they should have continued 
as one, would not a re-nnion he far more likely to he brought about here- 
after without, than after Etieh a war as may bo looked for, if not checlied 
at once? Wliat would be deemed an act of forbearance and liberality 
from a father to a son, or from brother U> brother, might be esteemed as 
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cDwardicQ and poltroonciy to a stronger and a foe, and go it would be 
here. We are of the Bame family, and conceaaions may he made without 
dishonor. 

Look to the country as it was, which I need not describe, then look 
upon it ss it is, and as it is likely to be. Not only is all business suspend- 
ed, and all prospect of prosperity and happiness banished from the land, 
but all interconrse is cut off between members of tlio same household, be- 
tween partners and traders In business, between man and wife, parent 
and child, who were temporarily or permanently located in different states, 
by the destruction of railroads, bridges, and lelegi-apliic communication. 
How long can this state of things be peimitted to continue? 

I would give millions this night (if I had them) to have the power of 
Mr. Lincoln for one moment, that I might say, "Brethren, depart in 
peace ; let there be no more quarrel between us ;" and then what a bright 
sunshine would spread over tlie land at once ! 

Upon the restoration of peace, the " plow, the loom, and the anvil" 
would insliuitaneoualy leap to their accustomed work, Commeioo would 
again whiten tUe ocean with its sails. Prosperity and happiness at home 
would take the place of death on the battle-field. The affectionate wife, 
the tender mother, and tie foad sister. North and South, would haE as 
blessed, and a nation's prayers would ascend for benedictions on the head 
of the man who was brave enoagh to defy and coniemu all injurioas ini- 
putatioiis in order to serve the best interests of his country and save it 

I am, with great respect, very truly yours, John M. Eotts. 

A few days after this letter was sent, I received tlie following lottev 
from Mr. Bales, in reply to my first of the 19th, which led to others that 
follow in order. 

WoahingKiii City, MODdar, April 29, 13PI. 
Hon. John M. Botts, Blohmona, Vii^nia ; 

Dbak Sib, — Day before yesterday, Saturday, Colonel William Heniy 
Eussell, of Kansas (now sojourning in this city), handed me an open note 
from you to mo, bearing date Bichmond, April S3, 1861, in which was 
folded up, hut not mentioned in the body of the note, a piinted paper (ap- 
parently clipped from a newspaper) which purported to be a letter from 
you to me. I say purported ; for aJthongh yon may hiive v>riiten anch a 
ielter, certainly I have received no such letter in your handwriting nor in 
any form, cxceiit the printed slip folded in your note. 
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You and I, Mr. Botts, know each other's cliai'actecs very well. Here- 
tofore yoavs liiis been marked by bold, frank, and manly ti'ailB, which 
won for you many friends and admiral's all over tho country, and hence 
my aslonishment on receiving from yon sach a note with sneh an incIoB- 
ure. I do not impute the blame to yon, for I can not avoid the conclu- 
sion that you are acljne nnder duress— that you have become the victim 
f se f desperadoes, who, having wantonly plunged into the guilt of 
d the danger of ruin, would gladly sacrifice jou and mo, and 
d such men, if tlioroby they can make a way of escape for 
h m 1 f om (he least of the dangers which they have so wickedly in- 

a 

H Washington, perhaps, ive know a little more about the maehi- 

ns f he conspirators at Bichmond than they are aware of. But 

bcstd h the documents (your note to Colonel Kussell, your note to 

m d h printed slip) bear internal evidence of a concerted plan, a 

h ffi otod, not by tho bold and patriotic Botts, hut by those same 

sp who, failing to intimidate the government by bullying vio- 

1 h changed tbeir tactics, and still hope to win the victory and 

Jea y h adoQ by a less hazardous bat more cunning process. 

Y note to Colonel EusseO (which he showed me) imports that 
f and comfortable at Mehmonfl, while we liave melancholy 

te m y hot such men as yon are neither safe nor comfortable there. 

Y oto to mo of April 33 (coyeving the printed letter, lat not 
toawj ) contains several phrases which I am porflaadod you would 

n ha nsed if left to yonr own free action. The note begins by stating 
ts tm bject thus; '*I write hurriedly lo sbj/ that I have consented to 
the publication of my letter to you, with the hope," etc Which letter lo 
me? I have received several letters from you, but none of tho 19th 
of April. "Consented to the pribli cation" — at whose instance? The 
phrase and the context invite the inference that the publication was made 
at Biy instance, and that inference was, I believe, generally drawn in this 
city, and will probably be drawn all ovei- tho conntij; whereas ^ou do 
kaoai that I had nothing to do with its publication. 

The note conclades with this very auggestive line, ' ' I am not at liberty 
to speak of what is going on here." I can earnestly comprehend that 
humiiiating fact ; and I do painfully sjmpathiio with you, and with all 
good and faithfnl men in my native state, when I behold the capital of 
tho once free and proud Virginia subjected to the tyranny of a lawless 

M 
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3. The printed letter. Alas, ttat I should live to see Bach a letter 
under the hand of the gallant and gifted John M. Botts! I shall not 
go into any minnte cvltioism of the letter to show hoiY it contradicts nil 
the main facts in jour high and honorable political history, and couater- 
marched the whole line of jour active and useful career onward and up- 
ward for the last thiitj jears. My personal regard and mj great respect 
for jour character forbids me lo do that. But I can not forbear to say 
that the whole scope and tendencj of the letter, if not its design, is an ai- 
gument in favor of dissolving the Union, and blotting from the map of 
the world the nation of the United States. It is a silent approval (by fail- 
ing to condemn) of the violent and revolutionary pi'oceedings of the peo- 
ple of the Southern States (in several of them before the idle foi'm of se- 
cession was gono through with) in plnndeting (he money and arms and 
other property of the United States ; in seizing upon our nngarrisoned 
forts ; in niaiiiig open war upon such as refused to sun'endor ; in firing 
npon, and in some instances actually degrading the flag of our country; 
and in schemes and projects boastfully announced in the public press, 
and partially acted out in military prepavations, to seize this capital by 
violence and break up the government. 

Yonr letter does not in terms assert, but hy necessary implication as- 
sumes that this administration can, if jt will, restore the peace of the 
conntry by the cheap and easy experiment of issning a proclamation 
"proposing a trnce of hostilities and the imiiiediale assembling of a na- 
tional convention!" It seems to me, my dear sir, that there are. some se- 
rious objections to tliis cheap plan of peace, and, first, the President bns 
no powec to call a national cotivontton. Second, if he did call it, there is 
not the remotest probability that the insurgent states would obey the call. 
Tliird, if they did obey it, there is little hope that they would agree to 
come in on equal terms with the other stales, by recanting their recent 
assnmption of separate and absolute sovereignty, and by restoring all that 
" Ihej have taken by violence from the United States. In short, after all 
that is past^ it seems to me that there are but two alternatives left to this 
administration : first, to sabmit implicitly to all tlie claims of the insur- 
gent states, and quietly consent to a dismemberment of the nation, or, 
second, U> do its best to restore peace, law, and order by supporting " the 
ConstituUon and the Union, and the enforcement of the laws." Let tho 
nationjudge whiclihora of the dilemma the administration ought to take, 
in view of all its obligations in regard to the permanent lateiesls of the 
countiy, and lo its own patriotism and constitutional duty. 
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lam amazed at tlic course of things in Virginia. Yon r Convention was 
not called to dissolve iJie Union, nor trusted witli tlio power of secession. 
By the act of its creation that Bovereign power was reserved to the peopk 
of Virginia. Yet as soon as the Convention had secretly acted itpon the 
Buljjact, without any promulgation of the ordinance, and while tbe people 
were yet ignorant of ita existence, the executive officers of Vii^inia rushed 
incontinently into open war against the United StMes. They endeavored 
to obstruct the harbor of Norfolk in order to secure the plunder of the 
navy-yard at Gosport, and sent a militjiry power to complete the work of 
its spoliation. The enterprise failed, indeed, to elutoh the spoil, but it 
caused the dcatmclJon of jnilUonB of dollars' worth of public property. 
Tbe same thing was attempted in reference to Harper's Fevrj, and was 
only frustrated because the vigilant little garrlEou, knowing its inability to 
resist such superior DumherB, destroyed the property and mude good its 
retreat. They menaced this capital by open threats of militaiy force, by 
ohstYucting the roads leading to it, and by active endeavors to command 
tbe navigation of the Potomac, And all this was done while the stale, 
according to the letter of its ovm law, remained a member of the Union. 

Think jou, my dear sii', that men who do these things in open day, and 
in contempt of the rights and powers of the people of Virginia, have such 
a reverence for " reason, order, law, liberty, morality, and religion" as to 
give much heed to the President's " proclania,tion proposing a truce?" I 
lack the faith to believe it. 

In conclusion, I assnre you in all sincerity that I do deeply sympathize 
in yonr present distress. I love the people of my native stale, and mourn 
over the gui't and wretchedness into which thoythoughtlessly allow them- 
selves to bs plunged by tlioii' reckless inisleaders. 

With long- cherished respect nnd regard, I remain your obedient serv- 
ant, EOWAEB BiTBB. 

It was only within the last few days (now March, 1866), to my infinite 
surprise, I ascertained that the great injnslace hsid been done me by my 
old and valued friend, Mr. Bales, of publishing all his letters to me dur- 
ing the rebellion, when I had no access to the Forthem papers, while 
two of mine to him, which were indispensable to a full and fair under- 
standing of my position and motives, were, for some cause (hat I am una- 
ble to comprehend, withheld from the public eye. Taking bis letters to 
me, which conttuned raito- severe and altogether nnjiist criticisms on mine 
to him, which would have explained every thing satisfactOTily, I am not 
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at all surprised that some of my Union fiiendg sliould for the lime being 
have regarded me as occapjiug n Eomewhat doubtful position, or an hay- 
ing ' ' backed dowtt" and made concessions to the secession spirit of the 
South, which no human heing south of the Potomac ever, for a tranatory 
moment, was permitted to suspect. Fortunately for me, aubsequent events, 
embvadng mjfree and outspoken denunciation of the rebellion and of all 
wlio exercised an agency in bringing it on, togethor with my ari'cst and 
imprisonment for my loyalty to the Union, served to remove the iujuriouB 
BUEpicion Chat had been so unjustifiably created. I am glad the opportu- 
nity is now offered to supply the suppressed letters from mo to Mr. Bates, 
each in their regular order ; and here follows my reply to Mr. Bates's let- 
ter of April 29, not heretofore published. 



To lion. EmvAIiD Bateb, Attorney Gonerol, oW. : 

DeA-K SiK,— By yesterday's mail I received your letter of the 29lh, and 
I will not trust myself to picture the mortification and pain it gave me to 
read it, not only for the spirit of war that it breathed toward your own 
cotmtrymen, among whom tha friends and enemies of the government 
were promiscuously and inseparably identified, but also for the manifest 
injustice done to my own motives and conduct in an honest and patriotic 
endearor to arrest in time the carnage and human suffering that must in- 
evitably follow on both sides in the wake of this nnnatural and horrible 
war that it is now but too clear is to be inaugurated. 

Before I proceed favtlicr, let me make one woid of oxplanaiioa as to 
the pvinted copy of my letter heing sent yon through Colonel Enssell, and 
on which you have commented with some feeling, not warranted,! think, 
by the cu'cnmstances. 

My letter of the 19th to you, which it seems was not delivered, was 
written without consultation vrith or tuowledge of any human being on 
earth. While I was engaged in writing it, Mr. Whittington, of Alexan- 
dria, came in, and I communicated to him the object of the work on which 
I was then employed, but expressed a doubt whether the letter would reach 
yon by mail, as it was understood that the Post-offlce had been sdicd, and 
that all letters from and to Washington were examined Irefore delivery, 
and that I believed jour letter to me had been opened before I received 
it. Mr. Whittington then proposed to take charge of the letter himself 
and see that it was put safely into yonr hands, and he left Iiere on Sunday 
morning with the letter and under that pledge, which I had no reason 
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o doubt would be faithfuUj tcdecmod; yoiii-lctter of last niglit wna 
u 1 liad tlint it had not been. 

rer seen my letter until it was pnblislied, and tbs 
pabiication was elicited bj mi/ friends, and jour friends, gentlemen of tho 
Union pai'ty, who believed with me that its pablieation wonld enconrngo 
tho Vaion men of the slato to Jiold on tuitil the lost hope for peace had 
Taniahed, and thot if tlio letter could produce the hoped-for effect, we 
should still bo able to sare Virginia U> the Union ; and then, in writing to 
Colonel Eosseil, I inclosed the note to you embracing a, printed copy of the 
letter which I supposed had then been in jour possession fov several dajs. 
Tho oircumslanceB attending the publication of the letter were explained 
in on accompanying note published with it, which relieved yon of all 
compiidty in its being made public, which yon seem so much to nppro- 
iiend. So much for that. 

Tea pay me a very poor compliment, Mr. Bates, when you avow your 
conviction that I wiote that letter "under duress, thnt I had become a 
victim of a set of desperadoes," and that I had made myself a party to a 
cartcerted plan or ichsiae, invented not by the brave and patriotic Bolls, but 
hg these sicme con^ralors," etc., etc., who hoped by such means to win a 
victory or destroy the nation by a leas hazardous but more cunning proc- 
ess than by bullying violence. 

Yon know very little of me, Mr. Bates, if jon suppose me capable of 
writing letters wider duvess, or of entoving into the conspiracies of iboso 
who I regard as my most embittered enemies ; and such a declwation from 
your pen has strncl: me with a degree of amazement (I forbear to say in- 
dignation) that your own sensibilities as a gentleman npon reflection will 
enable yon to comprehend far better than my pen can describe. I should 
be sorry to think that a rcperusal of my letter and yoiu' own will not oc- 
casion 11 pang of regret in jour bosom for an injary and injustice to a 
friend that I have herelofoce held yon to he altogether incapable of in- 
flicting. 

So far from having written " mda- dwcss," or at the instigation of the 
" conspirators" of whom you speak, the writing and publication of that 
letter drew from them the most unmeasured denunciation and abuse ; it 
created a wild excitement that many of my friends earnestly thouglit en- 
dangered my personal safety, and advised me to leave the city, which I 
scorned to do, thongh my body might bo riddled with bullets. They 
charged me with conspiring against them by the eKposnro of their weak- 
ness and of yow strength, and now the charge comes in tnrn from yon 
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that I am the tonl of a conspiracj against tho govci'iimcnt I liave so ftiith. 
fuUj upheld. 

You Bay my note (thioitgh Colonel Eussell) "concluded with this sng- 
gestive line, 'I am not at lihBriy to speak of what is going on here.'" Soi* 
was I : first, for the reason that it would hare been held to have been in 
violation of ray duty to my state ; and secondly, becaose.ii was widerstood 
that the Post-office herfi was then under the oontTOl of an irresponsible body 
of men, and it would never have reached you or Colonel RussoE cilhei' ; 
and as Colonel Russell did not receive my letter niitil last Saturday, the 
presumption is that it was overliaaled before it was sent from hero. Again 
yon say, " The printed letter. Alas, that I shoald live lo see siich a letter 
under the hand of the gallant and giited John M. Botts I I shall not go 
into any minute eriUcism of the letter to show that it contradicts all the 
main facts in your high and honorable political history, and conntei- 
marches the whole Lne of your active and useful career onwai'ti and up- 
ward for the last thirty years." 

What iS there, Mr. Bates, in that letter to justify this wholesale con- 
demnation of an effort to stay the hand of war among my own country- 
men? What part of my past hisl«ry does it conti'adict? In what does 
it countermarch the whole lino of an extremely active if not useful life — 
oniconi it may have been, but downward rather than upward, for tlie Inst 
twelve years, only because thraughout that whole period of time I strug- 
gled witli intense earnestness and anxiety to preserve ihe peace of my 
country, and keep down sectional conflicts ? When have I been an ad- 
vocate for civi! war? What is it, I asl:, that has thus amazed yon? In 
what do tho suggestions of that letter differ from those I made to yon in , 
Washington, when yon not only found no such fault, hut voluntarily ad- 
dressed a note to the President saying I had important suggestions to 
malie to him ? And so anxious was Mr. Seward on the subject, that he 
asked me to lose no time in laying them liefore tho President, who him- 
if d hem with mnch favor, and sajd they should receive his full- 

es n d at on. What were those suggestions? Why, nothing more 
n 1 ss h n those contained in my letter to you : that a national con- 
ti n h Id be called, and leave be gicen to the nceikd stales to witli- 
d at Tl ily difference then and now is, that the war had not then 
urn d nd now it has ; that then this proportion miffht have been 
rejected without war, and now it can not, which gives the greater strengtli 
to the proposition now than then. 
When, and uodor what circumstances, did I become an advocate of dis- 
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iTnion? Only when it tccamo n fixed nnil io'emedmblo fact! whan, nt 
one dush of the pen, as gallant and devoted a party of Union men throngh- 
ont tliis and other Southei-n States as the land eonld boaflt, was sponged 
out and crushed into the earth as effectually as the pencil-marks upon a 
fliate could have been, a.nd when tlie simple alternative was presented of 
separation with war, or separation without it! Then it was that I, who 
had been for thirty years nn object of extreme hatred, aod of the most 
malignant deoundation of the disunion party, seeing that dissolution was 
ineyitablc, that the reYoIution had been permitted to be eanied too far 
to be controlled, sought to bring about a quiet and peaceful solution of 
the question, rather than witness the scenes of anarchy and aistress, of 
slaughter and of waste, of misery and destitution that must follow, nnd at 
last end, as end it must, in permanent disriipaon and eternal hafe. And 
it is for this that I am thus arraigned by you. 

Mr, Bates, in perfect frankness and withont offense, let me tell you that 
the man who dreams that this Union can now be reconstructed, and 
amiQ' restored by the subjugation of those stales now in rohollion, is mora 
blind than the mole ; for he is not only without eight, but without tho in- 
stincts of that animal that never works in Ihe light of the sun. 

So far, then; fram feeling that my efforts to save my conntry from such 
a civil strife as we must now encounter have rendered me justly obnox- 
ious to consm-e, it will be the glory of my future days, as it is now my 
pride, that I baro done all that lay in my power to avert this heavy ca- 
lamity from the land of my birth, and from the people whom I have loved 
nnd looked npon as one. "Who feels differently is welcome to tho honors 
posterity will award them. 

But you add that my letter "is a silent approval (by failing to con- 
demn) of violent and revolutionary proceedings of tho people of the 
Southern Slates, in plundering the money and arms and other property 
of the United States; in seizing upon our iingarrisoned forts ■, in making 
war npon aiich os refused to surrender; in firing upon, and in some in- 
stances degrading tlie flag ot out country ; and in aehemcs and projects 
boastfully announced in the public press, and pai'tially acted out in mili- 
tary preparations to seize this capita! by violence and break op the gov- 
ernment." 

How, Mr. Bates, snppose it were true that I had omitted to express any 
opinion on these points ; in what should it have surprised you or justified 
the interpretation jou have put npon it, that I gare to all this a silent ap- 
proval? My letter, as I have shown, was never intended for pubUeation, 
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and was wiltton only for jour own eye and for the Cabinet, if you had 
deigned, as I asked yon, to lay it before them for consideration, and you 
iindthey were already familiar with my views on that Gnbjecl, andi/ou had 
them in a priatedfarin, in a letter which you asked for, to be preserved, 
addressed to certain gentlemen who called upon ine to become a cnndi- 
dato for the convention, and in wliieh 1 had already expi'essed my oon- 
deinnation, in the most untniatakablo terms, of those very acts to which 

B[it is it true, in point of fact, tbat in my letter to you I gave them a 
silent approBoi (by failinff to condeiaTi) those acts of violence and revolu- 
tion? Such was not the reading given to that letter by the secession 
party hew. Such is not the construction that will be given by yon on a 
fairer and move dispassionate reading of that letter again. Let me call 
your attention to the paragraph which contains these words, "No one can 
amdemii uoRE siiVERlsLV the immediate causes that Mte so toinecessari/i/ led 
!(S into this mufuland tenible catasiri^he than I do," and then let ma ask 
you if this can be construed into a silent approval by a/ailare to condemn? 

I hope yon will pardon me for saying that the enumeralJon of all these 
aclB of violence might, with far more propriety, have found a place in the 
proclamation tor the benefit of the people, large numbers of whom have 
never heard of ihem to this day, than in jonr letter to me, to whom they 
were nil familial-. 

But I will conclode tliis letter, ahead? perhaps loo long, by saying that 
I knew that tho President had no power to demand, bnt that ho could 
recommend a national convention, which would not bo without its influ- 
ence ; and second, that it was no part of my calculation that the seceded 
states were to compose a part of the convention called to give them loavo 
to withdraw, but that this would be done hy all those states that had no 
desive to withdraw, and lastly, that on the issuing of such a proclamation, 
both parties would nwait its action, which could he held as well in a 
month ns in a year; as every state could in that time appoint its dele- 
gates except California and Oregon, wliose votes would not alter the re- 
sult if the recommendation was adopted, as I have no doubt it would be, 
for the country prefers peace to war, and would make any sacrifice to 
avoid the latter which their honor would pci'mit. 

I regret extremely the turn tliis cori'cspondenee has taken, but your let- 
ter, which I hope implied more than was designed, leaves me no choice 
on tho subject, and, under the indulgence of tills hope, I subscribe myself, 
as ever, your friend, John M. Eons. 
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Mr. Bates's next letter to me, in reply to the preceding letter to liim : 
■Waahineton, May S, 1S61, 
Hon. JoiTN M. BoTT3, Eidimona, Viu : 

Mr DEiiit Sib, — In ansiver to your letter of May 3, I have not and 
ought not to have much to siiy. This mnch, however, both my inclina- 
tion and my duty require me to eny : my pei'sonal respect for you remains 
imdiminished. My friendly feelinga toward you ate not only not dirain- 
iislied, hut are made rooi"o deep and tender by the distressing circum- 
Btancea which surround yon. And those facts make me regret very mnch 
that I should liave been compelled by eircumst«nces to write yon such a 
letter as to inflict any pain or mortification, and especially to the degree 
indicated by your answer, and explained more at large by the friend who 
bore it. I disclaim nil intention to wound yonv feelings, or to offer you 
the slightest indignity ; and if there be any thing in my letter from which 
an intention to insnit yon can possibly be inferred, I retract it. 

This much I say with the intention nnd hope of preventing any breach, 
or even weakening of the personal relations between ns. Let ns bo friends 
stilt. ■ 

But it seems, now that we diUbr so ividely iu opinion npon matters of 
fact, that it is impossible fbi- us to reason npon the same line of argument. 
Tou think that the U»ioit is alivadt/ dissolved, the nation already de- 
stroyed ! On the contrary, I believe no snch thing. Tfou believe that a 
peacefiit dissolution of tbe Union, in the manner and by the means al- 
ready employed, is possiifc. I belie\-e it impossible. I believe that the in- 
sane effort at national destrnction, persisledin, will involve a war more Eer- 
rilile than any the world has witnessed siacB tlie thirty yeais' war in Ger- 
many. Yoa think tbat a great nation like this can consmt to die, and may 
hope lo die an eas^ death.. I tliink tbat natioqs, like individuals, are under 
God's great law of self-defense, and when pressed down by superior force 
will die in connilsive agonies. You seem to tjiinh that Vhginia can go 
out of the Union and still preserve. her integral statehood. I think that 
when she dismembers the nation she wiU herself he dismembered. 

But I will not continne the eontrast My heart is sorrowful when I 
contemplate the present degradation of Virginia. " How are the mighty 
fallen '." With the loss of her power she has lost all prestige also, and 
can no longer lead the people and direct the counsels of other states. She 
remembers her patriots and sages of former times, only to boast of them — 
not to imitate their talents and virtues, but (by impEdt fiuth) to impute 
to tlie present generation the posthumous repntation of the glorious dead. 
M2 
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Formerly slie proudly iiinrcheil in the van of all the states; now slio 
creeps in the rear of Sonth Carolina, and consents to bo detailed as a 
piciet-guaid to man an outpost of the Cotton Stales. 

Poor old "Virginia ! In my heart I piiy her. Already they boast in 
the South tha.t thoy have tranEfsrred the seat of war from their homes to 
yours. And soon their devonring legions will he upon you, to eat up your 
substance and do your voting at the disunion election. Now maik ray 
prophecy : unless Vii'ginia, by a rapid revolution, redeem herself from 
the gulf that lies open just before her, she will be degi'ndeil, impoverished, 
and dismenibercd. For her, I hope almost against hope. And for yon, 
I remain, as horeloforc, your ft-iend, Eowaed Bates. 

Ne^t comes my letter to him, also scppreseed. 

mduuona, May flth, 1561. 

Mr DEiR Sib, — I was mttoh gratifled last night on recdving jonr let- 
ter of the fitb, as it fully re-establishes our former relations, and I assni'e 
jou that all unpioaaant recollections of our recent correspondence are for. 
ever dismissed from my mind. 

I have no idea of pressing my viewB (founded upon deep conviction 
that iirae will vindicate their soundness and propriety), but I desire to 
make one or two hrief explanations, in justice to myself, on points upon 
which I have been misunderstood. 

Ist. When I spoke of Iho proclamation of the 15[h as being, in many 
respects, the most unfortunate document that ever issued from the public 
press, I did not mean to say that the administration was censurable for 
making a call for forces to protect the capital of the nation, or for vindi- 
cating the honor of its flag; but that it was unfortanate in the manner in 
which it was put before thp country, and for the effect it produced by 
sweeping out of existence at one breath, as it were, the Union party of the 
Sonth, who might have been rallied to the support of the government by 
a simple recital of all the wrongs that had been committed, from the first 
seizure of public property down to the firing npon Fort Sumter, and then 
by mailing such an appeal to the loyalty and patriotism of the country as 
General Jackson, a Southern man, strong in the confidence and affections 
of the South, found it necessary to make in 1832. The naked call for 
serenty-flre thonsand troops, without all this, left it in the power of wick- 
ed men to misrepresent the purposes designed, and to create a false 
impression that dethroned all reason, and substituted criminal passion in 
iifl stead. 
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2d. You mistake me in supposing that I have proposed that "this 
great nation should consent to die." Not so ; as you must have seen by 
my second letter, which Mr. Lewis was ohai'ged to delivei' to you. It is 
true that I think the Union as it vias is dead, never to be revived, more 
especially by force, but honestly believing that twenty or more Btates, 
with twenty miUiona of people, imiled and without nny jarring elements 
in tbeir midst, would be stronger than thirty millions divided and dis- 
ttacted, surrounded by the antagonistic elements of free and slave labor, 
which tas led to present troubles, 1 thought a peaceful separation would 
perpetuate and strengthen yonr government, while jon know that my 
judgment has ever been that the Soothei'n Confederacy would prove a 
failure, and that they would ultimately ssek (in the absence of war) a re- 
union with the old government on such terms ns both parties might be 
nilling to accept. 

However, a jaar from this lime, or less, will probably bring us together 
on this subject ; experience will prove that I am wrong, in which event I 
will confess my erior, or it will prove that yon are laboring under a delu- 
sion, when your own manliness will compel yon to a similar confession. 

But if yon me right in your conjecture that "we shall ba involved in 
a war more terrible than the world has witnessed since the thirty years' 
war in Germany," how can you attach blame U> me for an effort to save 
my country from snoli horror and misery as it must carry with it ? 

There aie two events in mj life of which I can never be made ashamed ; 
first, that I did all in my power to save the Union, and second, that when 
I felt that that was lost, I did all in my power to prevent the civil war 
that is to follow. 

I am very truly your friend, John M. Bcyna. 

P.S. — I concur in all yon say respecting tho action of this state. 

The object of my proposition was to savo Virginia (that had yet to givo 
her popular vote on the o^'dinance of secession), and through Virginia, the 
other Border States, to theUnion, and thus leave tlie Cotton or Gulf Stales 
to themselves ; in which case, if matters had not been otherwise satisfac- 
torily settled, then through the operation of what was understood to be 
the "Monroe Doctrine," or tho principles of the "Ostend Manifesto" as 
laid down by Southern Democracy, or from difficulties resulting from the 
navigation of tho Mississippi River, we should have had afordgrt instead 
of n dwi/war, iii which the Border States would have had no pretest for 
uniting with the rebellion, without even in their own minds, beyond all 
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donbt, incuning the penalties of troBSon — nil of which was suleequoiitly 
explained to Mr. Bates by tlio gentleman (Mr. John F. Lewis) who hand- 
ed him my last letter in pevson, but which I thought it would be indiscreet 
to embody in the con'espoodence, as all letters to and from me wore at 
that time opened and read. 

That the snggestions here made, and so much objected to by Mr. Bates, 
were not made, as he supposed, under duress or at the instigation of oth- 
ers, may be clearly and distinctly established, I here give the following 
extracts from a letter written by me in reply to on invitation to unite in 
the celebration of the 22d of February ia Troy, New York, in 18G1, which 
it will be seen corresponds with the snggOEtions to Mr. Bates in my fii'st 
letter to him, and is precisely the same proposition I made in Washing, 
ton, and that I had every reason to believe met with the approval of Mr. 
Bates and Mr. Seward, and was treated with marked consideration by 
Mr. Lincoln. If they were as obnoxious lo Mr. Bal«s at that time as they 
afterward proved to he, he did not deal with me in that spirit of candor 
and friendship that at the time he professed. It is very painfal to me to 
labor under the necessity of recurring to this subject, but as I am aiming 
to vindicate my past course, I think it will be conceded that no alternative 
is left me. 

Exiracls/rom tJie Ti-oy Letter. 

"But the evil is upon na, and the question is. What can be done for our 
salvation ? 

" There are two rocks, upon cither of which, if we strike, wc must he 
shipwrecked. The ship of state is running with a full head, of steam down 
a rapid curient, with secession on the one hand, and civil war in some 
shape on the other. Can both be avoided? Can we pass between the 
two ? The seceding states declare most peremptorily that no compromise 
will now be accepted ; tliat no proposal for reconstruction, or of their res- 
toration to the Union, will be entertained ; that the recognition of inde- 
pendence and of their right to secede must be acknowledged, or that war 
must ensue; and theit noniinai President declares 'that a union with us is 
neither practicable nor desirable;' and he threatens 'that all who oppose 
them shall smell Southern powder and fed Southern etee!.' 

" I take it for granted that the rlglit of any state to annul the Constitu- 
tion and separate herself from the rest of the states, when no right is ac- 
knowledged on the part of all the others to get rid of that state, however 
obnoxious she may prove herself to be, never will bo recognized by the 
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people or the EOTernmeiit of the United Stales trnder any circumstaiiCEs 
lyliatevcr, lot the consequences be ivhat they may. 

" It is B proposition not to be enlSTtaiaedJor a moiRsaf, l)eeans9 it would 
not only destroy the whole fabric of onr existing institutions, but wonld 
. utterly annihilate the possibility of ever establishing any other poimiinent 
and fixed government on the North American continent than that of an 
absolute monarchy or despotism. 

"On the other hand, if snch right is not recognized, how is civil ivar, 
in some shape or other, arising from the obligation to esocnte the laivs, 
suppress insurvecdons, and punish treason, to be avoided ? for if the right 
of secession does not esist, then the seceded states are in a condition of 
insuFyeciioa and treason, the first of which must be put down and the lat- 
ter punished, iioeording to the law and the Constitution, or else all gov- 

" I sec bnt one mode by which, as it appears to me, it is possible to steer 
clear of both of these calamities, and that is to call a convention of all 
the states, and so amend the Constilution as to give to such states as desire 
to discontinue their connection with the present government leave to 
mlhdraai, and make the experiment of separate independence ; it will not 
talie twelve months to bring them to their senses, and if it will he desira- 
ble, they can be admitted again, on condition that Ihey will suwendei- the 
aisnrdity of the right of secession, and behave themselves better for the 
future. This will save the constitutioaal qw^tion, and avert the necessity 
for civil war at the same time, and likev(ise save the necessity of hanging 
traitors ty the thousand, or of having Ihe laws of the country trampled 
with impunity under foot. 

"Let them keep the forts, arsenak, ai'ms, ammnnition, revenue cutters, 
etc., that they have violently, and without the semblance of right, unlaw- 
fully seized, but require them to pay for them ; and if tliey arc not ready 
to pay for them in cash, let them be trusted, but let them settle fair if 
they never pay ; they will be glad to get lid of the expense of keeping 
them in less than a year, and will ask leave to restore them to their right- 
ful owners; for these forts are the property of the United States, built by 
and held for the benefit of the United States in common, in which, as 
long as they constitnted a port of the United States, they had a certain 
interest, as they had in Ibo army, navy, treasury, public lands, and other 
property of the United Slates; hut tlie moment they left the United 
Siat^ their right and interest in this property of every description ceased 
as cffSctnally as if the same number of its citizens had removed from the 
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Untied States and settled themselves in Germany or Russia. As no sin- 
gle state ia respoDsible for any psivt of the debt of the United Slatea, so 
no single state is enUtlsd to any part of the property of the United States ; 
■while, as a constituent part of the gOTernmont, they are equally bound for 
all its debts, and equally interested in all its property ; bnt when the oh- 
ligation to fulfill its conti'aeta, and provide for the payment of its debts, 
and defend its iudebledness ceases, or ia ivithheM, then they are, to nl! in- 
tenta and purposes, aliens to us and to the goTernment, and have fovfoitod 
all claims to any shave of oui' honor, our glory, our greatness, our proper- 
ty, and ovir future destiny. 

"The plan, gentlemen, ivhich Ihayeheresnggosteclfnr the settlement 
of our difflenlties may be objectionable to some, but no plan can be de- 
vised that will be acceptable to all ; and this appeal's to me to he the only 
one by which we can posably avoid one or the other of two evils, either 
of which would be calamitous aud ruinous in the exti'eme. If the sug. 
gestion should lead to any good results, I shall have reason to thank jou 
for the opportunity you have alForded me of offering it to joa, as a feeble 
contribution on my part for the preservation of the work of our national 
Father on the commemoration of the day that Providence gave him to 
America for the benefit of mankind throughout the world ; for without the . 
benefit of his gi'eat and illuslriouE works, he will have lived for nothing-" 

As serving to show in what regard these letlcrs were received in other 
and higher quarters, I hope I may stand excnsed for making use of the 
following extracts fi'om one of very many similar letters receired from 
different sources and sections of the country, but all from the strongest 
friends of the Union, and most detoi'mined opponents to secession. 

"May 20,1801. 

"Mr DEAE Thiekd, — Though I seem to be forgotten by you, I can 
not longer withhoH fvom you the expression of my warmest admiration 
for your lettois to Mr. Bates. Tour noblo and devoted efforts to spare 
the effusion of fraternal blood may he lost eight of now amid the wild 
luid mad escitement of this carnival of evil passions, but whatever the re- 
sult of the civil discord which now distracts our bleeding land may be, 
coming generations mill bless jonr name for the effort and the saciiflcea 
you have made. 

"We are a ruined people. The only interest I have taken in politics 
for several years past, was produced by the hope of promoting, through 
you, the best interests of tlie countiy. Kow that the greatest and best 
government the world has ever known has been destroyed by wicked. 
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reckless, and eon'upt dcmagogucB, I csin do notiiiiig but mourn over this 
coasiinimation of human folly, until I mny be called on to figlit foi- Viv- 
ginia in a slrugglo which. I had no bond in bringing on. 

"I hare read yonr letters to many persons, and al! agi'ee in praising 

them and honoring you. Old Dr. , to whom had read tliem, 

told me, with tears in his eyes, that yoH Tveia one of the last of the troo 
patriots and wise men of the great republic that now exists only in 
histoiy. Sincerely your friend, S. C." 



After tbis last effort had failed, and no hope of a ])eaecfiil settlement 
was left, and with no power to I'esist the stoj'm that wlis eveiy where 
sweeping over the land, when the whole Southern country presented the 
appearance of one vast lunatic asylum turned loose to ravage and destroy 
whatever crossed their path, I retired to the country with a determina- 
tion, as no means were left me by which to serve loy countiy, that no 
htimnn power, no despotic torlnve, should ever indnee me to take part 
against it in this most nnprovoked, uncalled-for, and wicked war. I rarely 
left my premises ; I received a great deal of company under my own roof, 
but did not seek it elsewhere; yet 1 noTer withheld or concealed my 
opinions from any. These opinions it was supposed were exercising some 
inflaence npon the popular mind ; and for tbe pnrpose of putdng a pad- 
lock upon every man's mouth, and thus annihilating all freedom of speech, 
the Confederate Congress, on the Ist of March, 18G2, suspended the writ 
of habeas corpus and declared martial law, thus conferring absolnle and 
diclatovial power on Mr. Jefferson Davis, perhaps the most unacrapnlous 
( ired since the days of Nero. 

the 2d, a little before the break of day, I was aroused 
f 1 assistant provost-marshal— thou Captain, but suh- 

f idwyn, at the head of one hundred armed men, who 

1 lome — was arrested and ean'ied off to a filthy negro 

iprisoned for eight weeks in solitary conflnemeut, 
1 ny jailers not to permit any one to speak to me, nor 

] I a chair nor a table were furnished me by those who 

1 I was gtacionsly allfiwed to supply my own necessi- 

t ich I did. This arrest was made during the admin- 

istration of the "/I'H&JeiD, Benjamin," as the head of the "War Depart- 
ment, who at once forbid all intereonrse with my family and friends. 

I was the first victlm-'to loyalty in the state. Erankliu Steams, from 
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his confidence in, his regard for and intimacy with me, was tlie second ; 
and then came the imprisonment of some hundred and iifty others, to 
■which constfint accessions were made, who were all throivn into the same 
loathsome prison, most of whom were afterward sent to Salisbury, Horth 
Carolina, where, from exposure and barbarous ciuelty (if possible, sur- 
passing the horrors of Andei'sonville), some went crazy, many died, and 
all suffered materially and peimanEindj in health, while their wives and 
little children were left at home to brood over the wrongs and oppression 
inflicted, and suffer for the comforts and necesaides of life. In the prison 
irhora I was confined, these men, far from home, were left with a naked 
floor for n pallet, a billet of wood for a pillow, and the ceiling for a 
blanket, while at Saliebary it was even woiw, for they were exposed to all 
the weather, cold rains and burning suns alternately. 

But the object was effected by my arrest and imprisonment and that of 
others; it cflectnally sealed every man's lips; all were afraid to express 
their opinions, under the reign of teiTor and the demands ofdespodsmthat 
bad been eatahlished in Richmond. Eycry mai\ felt tliat hisperaonal liberty 
and safety req^uired silent submission to the tyranny of the Confederacy. 

I\-om this time tilV near the close of the rebellion, free-bom men who 
had as much interest in the government as Jeff. Davis or any of his satel- 
lites, if they spoke at all, talked "mlh bated hreath and wMspering Imniile- 
ness ;" many dared not lot tbeir nearest neighbors — some even of their 
own families and partnei's in basiness— know their honest thoughts. I 
have myself been often told by gentlemen of the first respectability, aft- 
er listening to my conversation, when they wonld say it not to be heard 
by otiiers, " I concur in every word yon add, but yon are the only man 
hotwean the Gulf of Mexico and the Potomac who would dare to express 
such opinions ; but if it were known that I said this to yon, I would be 
in Castle Thnnder before to-morrow night, while anothei- and another 
would take me out each in turn to tell the same thing, hnt neither dar- 
ing to let his fi-icnd and neighbor know what the other thonght." 

During all this time, tliey were not only conscripting but forcing into 
the hateful ranks of the Confederacy, men of every state and every coun- 
try, at the point of the bsyonet^ " to fight the peoples' war for their own 
freedom and independence," and all this while every Southern press and 
every secession mouth indulged in the most intemperate and vindictive 
denunciation of the tyranny and despotism practiced at Washington. 

Such was the hnmiliallon, degradation, and punishment awarded to 
"Union men in the South for their loyalty to the 'United Stntes, by the 
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very men who ai'e even now permitted, hy tlia misplaced reliance .ind 
forbearance on tlie pact of tho President, to provide and furnish, to marlc 
End stigmatize, to lord it over the Union men witli an iron hand wlien- 
ever and wherever they can be reached. Of what advantage is il^itioay 
bo aslced, that the Preadent thinks the loyal men " inherited the estate" 
as long as he and Congress allow the diMnherilfid to enjoy the income? 
Why do they not take steps to pnt tho rightful owners in lawful posses- 
sion? In about throo weeks after my orreat, this oon'iipt and contemptible 
little vagabond, Benjamin, ivho was charactoriaed by the President him- 
self as a " iaailcin(; thief and perjwer," was ttansfei'ied to the State Deparlf- 
ment, and Mr. Geoi^ W. Bandolph assnmed the duties of the Department 
of War, and to Mm I at once addressed the following communication : 

Htm. a W. RAHDOiPn, ac-etarj of Wur: " 
Deab Sm, — It is well knoivn to you that I have been uniform in my 
opposition to the dociiine of secession, against which I have argned both 
hy writing and speaking for thirty yeais, as ivoll upon principle aspoiicj. 
I did all in my power, with pen and tongue, to prevent this state from 
taking a step that I thought I foresaw, and foretold would lead to her dis- 
■meaibenneal, tfisconyfiiH^, and mm ; bat when I found all my efforts fruit- 
less, and the state resolved to secede, 1 then opened a eovrespoadence with 
the Attorney General of the United States (Mr, Bates), by which I en- 
deavored to bring about a peaceful solution of the question, nvging with all 
the power and persuasion I could command that Mr. l/Jncoln should I'ec- 
ommend the call of a national convention for the purpose of so amend- 
ing the Constitution as to give to sneh states as desired it have to xcilh- 
draio from the Union, as the only means left W avoiding all the frightful 
consequences that have since resulted to both parties ; but this last effort 
gave satisfaction to neither pai'tyi each seemed confident of its own 
strength and power, and eachdolermined on a fight. This corresiiond- 
ence led to rather an angry quarrel with Mt. Bates, and for it I was cruelly 
denounced at home. Finding that I was powerless to aceomplish any 
good, and feeling that I had done my dnty, and my whole duty, to my 
connlry, I determined to retire from the field, and I said to myself and 
friends, I will now stand aside and leave the consequences to those who 
have invoked tho war and to those who will control it This corrospond- 
enco with Mr. Bales, and one other letter written ahont the same time— 
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in Apiil Inst — to e, friocd in New York, nil of ivliich is now in tho hands 
of Gieneral Winder, and to which I aslc your attention, was the last cor- 
respondence of any kind thut I havo had with any person onlsido of the 
Confederate States. 

^Finding I could not honcEtlj an3 conscientiously co-operate with those 
fiom whom I so widely differed and had so long opposed, I determined to 
withdraw myself entheij, not only from the polidcalfield, but at the same 
time ta shut myself out from all social inl«rcouvso while this war lasted, 
except with sneh as should seek me under my own roof, as the only dig- 
nified coni'so left for me to pursue. For this purpose I removed to a small 
farm I had purchased, within less than a mile of the city, in the month of 
Jane last, and from tJiat time till I was bronght here, I had been to the 
city but three times, and on each oceaEion to attend the funeral ceremo- 
nies of soma valued friend or relative ; and the last of these visits was in 
the month of October or November last. 

1 have had my own private opinions, it is true, upon questions of pub- 
lic interest, and expect to retiUn them, and they weie just such as I had 
always entertained, hut they were my private opinions, which no govern- 
ment on earth, howevov despotic, claims the right to, or can despoil ils 
citiiens or subjects. These opinions wei'e based upon the best judgment 
I could command, and were not controlled by prejudice or passion, by 
Geliisbncss, ambition, or fear ; bat they have not been used lo the prejndico 
of one govemmoat nor for the benefit of the other, since the ivar com- 
menced, for I had no reason to snppose that either party desired farther 
advice or assistance from me ; conseqnently T have Eonght no opportnnity 
to impress my views upon others, but, teheit asked for, they have not been 
withheld from those whom I thought were entitled to know them, whether 
secessionists or others ; but tliis has always been in the form o^ private 
letters or piirate conversations, and I have held none with more freedom 
than with my personal friend, Howell Cobb, at my honse last fall, who 
then thought the position I had assumed was tho only one I coald con- 
sistently or honorably occupy. From the beginning I have thought I had 
no right to violate any of the laws of the state while I was one of its citi- 
zens, and 1 have been extremely cautious to do nothing tlint would snb- 
ject me either to moral or legal ceusme. 

Mai'fial law wna declared, it appears, on Satuvday, the 1st day of March, 
to take effect on the next day (Sunday), and it was nnder these circum- 
stances that, just before or about the break of day on Sunday morning, I 
was aroused from my sleep, arrested by an officer at the head ofonehuud- 
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red ai'med men stntioiied in and fii'oiind my house, my family and home- 
Etaad taken possession of by them and held in militaiy poEsession nntil 
some time the next day, and I was htivtied off, very much to the distress 
of my family, of course, and lodged in a dirty, filthy negro j^l, where I 
Lave been ever Eince, subjected to close and soUlm-g eoafinement, permit- 
ted to eeo Ihe light of the sHn only through the iron bavs of my pviaon- 
house, and with an armed sentinel constantly at my door. My daughters, 
fl'iends, ncd legal advisers have all been refused permission to see, me, as 
if I were an already convicted felon. 

Shortly after I had been lodged in jail, I sent to ask an inl^iTiew with 
General Winder, which in the aftomocn he granted, when I iidftted to 
him pretty much what I liave sfdd to you in this letter. I snid to him I 
had no favors to ask oEthe government, bat I had a right to inow upon 
■what charge I had been arrested. He replied. You are arrested upon a 
Tery serious charge— one perhaps not exactly amounting to ti'eason, but 
grazing it veiy closely. And pray,, sir, said I, what may that be ? He 
said I was cJiarged with being at the head of a large organization in Kich- 
mond, of attending its nightly meetings, the object of which was to break 
down the Confederate gorernment, and that Iivas known to he liostiU to 
tie gomrTonent. I said, General Winder, if I am amenable io this govern- 
ment for my private opinions npon political subjects — if it is an offense 
gainst any law to believe that no state had a right to secede from the 
Union, then I am liahlo to the penalties of that law ; if to believe there 
WHS no snfficient cause for the exercise of the right, if such right existed, 
then, too, have I incurred the penalties of the law ; and if, conceding the 
csislence of both light and cause, I still believed that secesBion and revo- 
lafiou were not the rightful romedtes, and that I had never been able to 
Eee how it icas at all Uhelti to come to a successful termination, then, too, 
was I liable to all the penalties the law prescribed ; for all this I had be- 
lieved, said, and written, in every variety of form, for tlvirty years before 
tJie war, and notldng had occmred to change thent sis<x. Ho replied, This 
government has nothing to do with your private opinions or your piivate 
letters. Then, said I, General Winder, this government has nothing to do 
with me, and I have no business here, and am entitled to and claim to be 
restored to my liberty and my family; for as to the charge of being at the 
head of an organization of any description, it is too ridiculous to need ref- 
utation j for, in the first place, I have no knowledge of the existence of 
such an organization, nor have I any reason to believe that such an one 
oxisis; except what I have seen in the new^apers and \\a.\'e heard as 
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common lumor, I certninly do not know of any hamnn being who is o 
niembei' of it', and as for my attending its meelinga, 1 con. only repeat 
what I hayo already stud of my visits to Richmond and the eircomstunces 
nndec which they wero made ; nnd I have not been off of my farm after 
tiarl! since I remoTed to the country last Juno (now nine months), except 
to spend the ovonins, in company with my daughters, occasionally at the 
house of an old friend and nciglibor (Captain Bui'ton) who lives within 
two or three hundred yards of my gate. 

He then nsited me if I knew a man named JfiVands Stan-ns. I told him 
I knew Franklin Steams inlimalely, and had no betlfic fL-leod. Well, be 
said, he is the man that gave the information that you were at the head 
of this oi^anization, and that he, Stearns, had given f300 to two men to 
be used in breaking np the Confederate government, and told them that 
there was such an organization, and that you were at the head of it. Oh, 
said I, General Winder, the whole story is an infamous trwnped-up lie 
from beginning to end. I know that Franlilin Steams never said any 
auch thing of me, for he is a trnthtiil and honorable man, and he not only 
(Kd not knoio that I did belong to such an organiiation, but no man 
knows better than he that I did not; for he knows what have been my 
habits of life, the determination npon which I have acted, etc., and, know- 
ing liat part of the story K) be an absohde falsehood, I feel quite as confi- 
dent that the balance of the story is equally nntrue ; for Franklin Stearns 
is not sucli a fool as to do business in that way, even if he were so disposed, 
anil especially with strangers; but^ said I, Mr. Steams is a prisoner in this 
house, and within thirty feet of us, and as he is the witness by whom you 
espect to establish yonr charge against me, there can be no reason for de- 
lay in the investigatbn, and I am milling to rest the case ei\tively on his 
testimony. General Winder said he was glad to hear it, and if tliis wero 
so, there could be no difSculty about it. 

Mow, then, said I, General Winder, conceding tlie truth to be as I have 
represented, I appeal to yon as a soldier, a citizen, and a man, if I am not 
entitled \a have the charge against me promptly investigated, and if I have 
committed any wrong, morally or legally, enforce the penalty of your law 
npon me with all its rigoi ; and if not, let me be restored at once to my 
liberty and my family. He said I certainly was entitled to a speedy in- 
vestigation, and he would pnt the case in the hands of the district attor- 
ney the nest day. 

On the next morning (the 3d) I sent a note to Mi'. Patrick Henry 
Aylett, the district attorney, asking an intcniew, to which he politely 
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responded, and In tho eourso of tlie morning callsd j tind on representing 
all that had occurred to him, he said ha thouglit, aa martial law had been 
declared, he had nothing to do with the matter, hut if Ite hai], and the 
papers were pnt in hia hands, he wonld attend to it without delay. Three 
weeks have elapsed, and I have heard nothing from General Winder or 
Mr. Ajlett ; but more than ten dajs ago, cue of the detectites who aided 
in my arrest told toe my papers had all been examined, and they had 
found nothing against me, and he believed General Winder was ready to 
rettiiTi them to me. These are the circumstances connected witli my im- 
prisonment. 

Hithei-to I have not felt disposed lo make any appeal lo the War De- 
partment, because I had good i-enson to believe I had been made a victim 
to the petty and unmanly political malignity of a person who holds a sub- 
ordinate position in your office, and npon whom I have never had the 
g d f to cast my eye, and for the addiljonal reason that I had 

f m 1 h onception that yonr predecessor (Mr. Benjamin) recognized 
n re pon b lity for his official acts to the great body of the people, and 

pe ally those of this state, to whom he was unknown, and for whose 
g d b d opinion ho was comparatively indtfierent j in other words, 
tl p n I had formed of hini was not of a eery exalted character, and I 
did not choose to correspond with him, while, from mj slight acquaintance 
with jou, I have supposed jou ivould feel a lively responsibility for all your 
olGcial acts, and that you can not be used as an instrument in the hands 
of a subordinate for the gratification of a vindictive malice long since ex- 
pressed, and therefore I have felt it to be a duty that I owed to myself, to 
my famil}', to my friends, to truth, and to a saci'ed regard for popular 
freedom, that I shonM address yoa in your official character, laying all 
the facts before you, whidi I am prepared to establish, by the most incon- 
trovertible teslamony, that they may be placed on file in your department, 
tliat no one connected therewith may plead ignorance horaafier if they 
should be held to a just accountability for the course pursued toward 

And now, Mr. Secretary, I ask if there is any thing exhibited against 
me t« jostify the outrage to which I have been suigccted, or to excnse the 
denial of a public investigation, which I have demanded, into any charge 
that has been or can be brought against me ? And are you not satisfied 
that if those who instigated my arrest would have found any cliarge upon 
wliich they dai'ed to put me on trial that would in tho slightest degree 
have attached stain or saspkkn upon.my character or position, tliat they 
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would have been in Iiot haste to hnvn done it, not only to injai'o me, lint 
to jastifj what thej had done ? 

Sir, I have been in St. Pelei-abnrg, under the ejo of the Czai' -, I have 
been in Vienna, subject to the sleepless vigilance of the Austrian police ; I 
have been, in Borne, under the government of the Fope ; but nnder neither 
of these, the most despotJc of nil European government^ would they have 
dared thus to abuse lay personal rights, ivilit iiiy Aaiencan passport in my 
pocJcet, upon so flimsy a pretext. 

I incline to the opinion that, by the systematic persecution and tyranny 
.that has been practiced toward mo, thoj are building np for me a future 
strength and popularity that I have never before commanded, but which, 
as I daaire no political preferment, I really do not covet, and for the en- 
joyment of which I would not exchange ono hoar of that civil, religions, 
political, and personal freedom that I inherited from my ancestors, and 
which for Eisty years I have enjoyed until now without interruption, and 
I vainly hoped had been secured for life — a freedom won by the toil, the 
Euflbringg, and Iho blood of my forefathers ; a freedom for which your 
own illustrious grandsiro was an able and efBdent champion ; a freedom 
thns inherited no power nnder the sun has & right to dispossess me of 
except for some violation of law ; and if this ■aetnly-organixed government 
of yaars claims saeli right, I am bothyj'ee aai piviid to say that I aVjiere 
it nom mdforeEer; in K/e and in the stniggks of death will I abjure it. 

I ast, Mr. Secretary, that yon wiii take such steps in the premises as 
your own sense of duty and propriety may dictate. 

But before I conclude, allow me, in justice to others, to say that there 
are many other cases under this roof involving as much outrage and 
wrong as in my own. There is nothing more to be alleged against 
Frantlin Stearns than there is against me, and if there is, he is equally 
entitled to a trial. Here too is a minister of the Gospel, who, according 
to the representation of the prass, thoroughly incensed against him, \ias 
arrested and imprisoned becanse he did not open his church on thanks- 
giving-day. Mr. Wardwell loo, Mr. Halleek, Mr. Heckler, Mr. Williams, 
Mr. Higgins, Mr. Davis, Mr. Wigand, and many others, all men of fami- 
lies, of regular business piirsdtB, torn from their homes and thrown into 
prison, without a hearing and without the privilege of counsel, under this 
detestable, anwritteB, and wnknowii code called " laartial law." 

Great God I can a Virginian gentleman witness such scenes as these, 
and not have the blood to curdle in his veins? Can any manboi-n under 
repiihlican inslitntiona linow what is ti'anspiring here, and not shudder at 
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the conMmplation of what it promises in the future ? Mr. Raniiolph, 
come down to this jail iin3 judge for yourself, if you attach any viilue to 
human freadom and hnman rights. 

I ask no clemency for myself, or for my fellow-prisoners and foliow-snf- 
fecGils — I only ask for all; and as a citizen of Vii^nin, although incaiMer- 
ated nevertheless as a citizen w!io has forfeited none of his righls, I claim 
that they mny all be confronted with their nccnsers, and subjected to a fair 
and impartial trial for the oflenses with which they severally stand charged. 
Many of these gentlemen are straiigei's to me, but they are none the less 
entitled to my sympathy, and to such aid as I may he able to render them, 
and therefore I venture to express the earnest hope that a regular inves- 
tigation may be institute^ without favthei- delay, foi the punishment uf the 
guilty and for the dischni^e of the innocent 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Joire M Botts. 

P.S. — The consequences growing out of this communication ivill serve 
to show whatlier or not the Star Chamber, the Inquisition, and the Coun- 
cil of Three have been really transfeiTed fiom the Oil World into the 
heart and capiEal of Virginia. J. M. B. 

To this letter Mr, Randolph replied, pvomising that a court of inquiry 
should be convened at an early day; and, after more than three weeks' 
farther confinement, the court was appointed, consisting of one Colonel 
Tausel, the president of the court, who had openly declared before his 
appointment that I was not entitled to the benefit of an examination, hut 
ought to be hung on the public square or to a lamp-post. Colonel Porter, 
who was a respectable gentleman, and an ignorant eieature by the name 
of Brunell as judge advocate or recorder, who was incapable of making 
up his own record ; and before this augost tribunal I was Eummoned to 
appear. 1 dechned tlie aid of counsel, and conducted this farce of a trial 
myself. Aftev an investigation of some ten days, the record of which I 
would publish herewith hut for its length and stupidity, this military tri- 
bunal submitted to the War Department the result of ila conclusions, and 
thereupon tba following orders were issued; 

General Orders, No, 38. 

Wat Depiutment, Adj. Bud lusp, GaiL'a Office, BIcbmond, April 26, 1S02, 

A Court of Inquiry having assembled at Eiobmond pursuant to Special 

Orders, No, 81, April 9, 1862, fram the adjutant and inspectoi- general's ■ 

office, to examine "into the causes of the arrest of John Minor Boils, and 
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to ropovt the facts in reference thereto, and wlietlier, in tlio opinion of the 
Court, it is compatible witli the public safety to discharge" the said Jolin 
Minor Bottsi and the Coni't having nmile such examination and report- 
ed the result, witli the evidence taken in the case, (o theSecretary of War, 
the fallowing are his decision and orders thei'enpon : 

"The Secretary of War, having considered the record of the examina- 
tion in the case of John Minor Botts, and the report of Brigadier Genera! 
J. H. Winder as to the practicability of confining him to Iiia house and 
premises in the manner recommended by the Court of Inq^niry, directs 
tliat he be discbaiged fi'om confinement on his dellvei'ing to General 
Winder a written parole of lionor to the foiloiving effect ; 

"Tliat^ nntil otlienviae permitted hy the JJeportment, he will sojourn 
in Ljnchbttrg, Danville, or Kaleigh, or in snch other place in the interior 
as may he selected by himself, with tie consent of the Department; that 
ho will proceed without unnecessary delay to the place of his sojourn; that 
he will not depart therefrom, or go more than five miles from his residence ; 
a.nd that, ivhile on parole, he will do nothing to the injury of the Confeder- 
ate government^ nor espresa any opinion tending to impair the confidence 
of the people in tlie capacity of the Confederate States to achieve their in- 
dependence. 

"Mr. Botts's family will receive passports to join him, if desired." 
By command of the Secretary of War, 

S. CoopEH, Adj. and Insp, Gen. 

Wliile 1 was imprisoned, Capt^n Alexander, who was then the jaiier, 
came into my room and commoneed a conversation by saying. It is a 
great shame tltat a man like you should be confined in such a hole as 
this ; tliis is no place for a man of your character, talents, and standing 
before Ihe world. To which I replied. Well, sir, I am very much in- 
clined to concur with you in that opinion. Why, then, am I kept here ? 
He said. There is no reason why you should be, and, if you wiU be 
reasonable, yon need not be. What do yoa mean by being reasona- 
hlo? I asked. Why, if you will only say you will accept it, I will bring 
you a commission of brigadier general in the Confcderato Army in half 
an hour, and by to-morrow morning at this time you shall be placed at 
Ihe head of ten thonsand men. 

I looked him sternly in the face and said. Do you know the nature 
-of the proposition yon make to me, and to whom yon make it ! He said 
he did. If, then, 1 were placed in command of ten thousand men to- 
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mon'ow, do j'ou know wliat would be tho first lliing I would do? He 
Enid, Ko ; wliat would you do ? I said, with much vehemence of man- 
ner. Before the sun went doivo, I would hang every sconndrol of jou 
fiom JefF. Davis down to jon. He laugbed, and said, If you would ac- 
cept the commission, you would Chink better of that. I then said. By 
what authority do you tender me this eonimissioii? He replies. Mo 
matter about that. If yon will accept itj I'll pledge myself to bring it to 
you in half an hour. A moment's reflectioii satisfied me that I had been 
imprudent in rejecting the proposition in the manner I had, and I said, 
/ am not ia the vein to-dag, and the conversation turned on other subjects. 

On his leaving the room I committed the conveiBation to paper, and 
conveyed it by onr " nnder-gi'ound railroad," as we called it^ to the room 
below, occupied by Mr. Steams, telling him if the subject was broached 
again, I should endeavor, witjiout committing myself, to manage io get 
the commisdon placed in my hands. 

A few days after, Captain Alexander again came to my room, and 
again tendered the commission. I asked him who sent him to me with 
this olftr. He said, Nerer mind; will you accept it? I said. Yon can 
not expect me to accept your proposition without knowing it will be car- 
ried out. Go and bring me the commission, and then I will give you 
an answer. Ho replied, You can not expect me to bring yon the com- 
mission without knowing it will be accepted. Say yon will accept it, and 
I will swear to you to biing the commission in half an hour. I said, 
Ko, you can not catch me in that way ; bring the commission first, and 
you shall have a prompt and final answer. He left me, saying, when- 
ever I chose to take it, and could let him know, it was at my command. 

But a few days had elapsed, when I was lying on my bed reading, about 
eight o'clock at night, when the captain came in and took a seat on the 
bedside, and said, You do not know how much it concenis me to see a 
man like you occupying this position. Wliy will yoii not accept that 
commission? and by ten o'clock you can be at home under yonr own roof 
with yonr family. I said, You have not yet brought me the commission ; 
and I fold yott I would not give you an answer until I had seen the 
commission itself. Why do you not bring it to me? He replied, Only 
pledge yourself to accept it, and it shall bo in your hands in half an hour. 
In that case, I said, you must have it with yon or in your possession, 
otherwise it could not he obtained to-night. Kever mind about that, 
said he, I will swear to do what I tell yon if you say you will accept it. 
But he would not commit any body else unless I would fiist agree to ac- 
N 
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cept. All of tliis was regularly communicated, ns was the iii'st conver- 
sation, to my friend Steams as it occurred. 

On the 28th of April I received the following oole from General "Wiu- 

"Heaa-qnovlera, Depirtmeiil Henries, Eichmoni, Apiil 28, 13C2. 

" Sir, — With this lettev will he presented a parole for your signature. 
When signed by jou yoa will be released ; and I am instructed by the 
Sooratary of War to say that on "Wednesday nest, before twelve o'clock, 
it is espected that joa will inform me what locality you liave selected, 
and when you will be ready to take your departure. 

" Respectful ly, your ohedient servant, 

" JouN H. WiSDEB, Brigadier General," 

" Itichmona, Vlrpnla, AprU 2E, IMS. 
"I, John Tilinor Botts, do hereby accept the conditions proposed in 
General Orders, No. 26, April 23, 1863, from tlie adjutant and inspector 
general's office ; and do pledge my sacred word and honor, until otherwise 
permitted hy the Department, U> sojourn in Lynchburg, Danville, or Ea- 
leigli, or in such other place in the interior as may bo selected by myself 
with the consent of the Department ; that I will proceed without unneees- 
saiy delay to the place of my sojourn; that! will not depart therefrom, or 
go more tban five miles fram my residence ; and that while on parole I will 
do nothing lo the injury of the Confederate government, nor express my 
opinion tending to impair the confidence of the people in the capacity of 
the Confederate Slates to achieve their independence. 

"JOHH M. Botts." 

The above parole I accepted and signed, and, instead of appearing at 
the office of General Winder at or before twelve o'eloet, I asked for an in- 
terview with tlie Secretary of War, which was appointed for eight o'clock 
on the nest morning. After a somewhat protracted conversation and 
strong remonstrance i^ainst the injustice of sending me from home, which 
proved unavailing, I announced my readiness to comply with the terras of 
my paiMle, bat expressed a preference for some retired place in the coun- 
try rather than for a city residence, where I should be an object of curios- 
ity and remark whenever I put my head out of the door, and asked that 
the following protest, which I read to the Secretary, should be made a 
part of the record. 



..Google 



Hon. Geoegk W. Bakdolfh, Seei-etary of War i 
Sin,— Tlie under^gnod aeka leave to file the foUoiving protest against 
the reasoning of the Court of Inquiiy wiiicti Eat in his case, as aleo tte de- 
cision of the Department thereupon, and that it may be made a part of 

1. Upon the nllegntioi! that tlicre can bo no sucb thing as neutrality in 
a war IJIce this now in progress, the undersigned concedes, aa a general 
principlo, in time of war between fortign states, that no indiaidiial owing 
military service can be permitted to occupy a portion of neutrality, for 
evciy one indisposed to take up arms might avail themselves of that plea, 
and thas deprive the state of the means of carrying on the war; but he 
submits that this is not so in the case of a rebellion, where no such 
militaiy service can of right be demanded, and especially of a party 
ivho is exempt by law, as is the case of the nndersigned on account of 
age, being now upon the border of sixty years, 

3. He protests that the neutrality he exercised was in no violation of 
any law, state or Confederate, which subjected him to the injuries, wrongs, 
and injus^ce that have been dealt out to him with an unsparing hand. 

3. He protests against the causes of his arrest and imprisonment, with 
the finding of the Conrt, and the approval of the Department, as being 
wholly inconsistent and contradictory in this — that he was arrested and 
confined as alleged upon the suspicion of having takeBpari in the war, 
^vbereashe is detained in confiaemetit for the reason that he had not taken 
part in the war ; and, iinally, he is snbjected to a punishment which im- 
poses upon him as an absolute necessity the very neutrality for which he 
is confined and punished. 

4. He protests that among the thousands in this stat^ and hundreds in 
this city, who have taken no more part in this war than the undersigned, 
that he alone should he selected as an object worthy of the attention and 
power of the Confederate government. It may be a compliment, hut one 
in which he takes neither pride nor satisfaction. 

5. He protests that this government has no right to require him to do 
any thing that, according to his life-long opinions, a thousand times ex- 
pressed in the last thirty years, founded upon the best convictions of his 
jndgment, would involve him in the crinin of irmson, and the forfeiture 
of his life to the govornmonl of the United States, if ever and wheaiver 
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they abonld re-establish, tbcir nuthority in Virginia, llirec fomtlis ofwhicli, 
is now in tbeii' possession. 

All of ivhicli is reapeetfully submitted. John M. Boits. 

Upon tbe leading of this protest, tba Secretary agi'eed that 1 miglit stay 
at home, if I would conflne mi'self to my own bouse and beliaye myself 
lito 3 gooii boy, and mate no effort to impress upon the public mind that 
tbe Confedei'acy was incapable of estubllshing its independence ; to which 
I replied, " I had no disposition to do so, for, if I was not greatly niisiaken, 
they wonld not be long in finding that out for themselves." I then ex- 
pected "Little Mac" in SicUmond before the end of tho week, knowing 
he cBold coiae in any day that he thought proper to make the effort, as tie 
authorities were then prepared for an evaountJon rather than meet bis 
greatly si^eriar force, which they ware by no means prepared to encounter 
— M'Clelliin's force at that time bdng certainly not less than from eighty 
to a hundred thousand, and Johnson's not exceeding forty-live thousand, 
and his intrenehraents at that timo/ar less formidable than they were 
subsequently made. So well satisfied did every body seem to be that 
M'Clellan must come to Elcbmond that every prepavBlion was made for 
the evaluation of the city. Every valuable doenment and paper of the 
government was removed to Columbia, South Carolina; the banta were 
all closed, their books, specie, etc., sent off; tbe printing-presses were all 
likewise sent away ; (he yellow flag was hoisted over all the hospitals in 
the city; tar, pitch, turpentine, and other combustible materials were col- 
lected around the tobacco warehouses ; the locomotives kept for several 
weeks in readiness for the immediate departure of the government officials ; 
when, finding "Little Mac" would listen neither to the poi'suasiou nor 
peremptory ordeiB of his enperiors (aoo his Eeport), their alarm abated, 
and on the 17th of April they passed the first conscript act, under which 
the young conscripts poured into Virginia from all parts of the Confeder- 
acy by thousands, tens of thousands, and fifties of tliousands, until the 
command of General Lee (who had succeeded General Johnson after ho 
was wounded ia the battle of the "Seven Pines") was variously estimated 
hy their own presses at from one hundred and eighty-eight to two hundred 
and Mgbt thousand men (though I snppose this was rather exaggerated), 
when, taking advantage of a midnight march on the night of the 36th of 
June, Lee hurried off some thirty or forty thousand men from his right 
wing, that confronted tbo main body of M'Clellan's left on tbe opposite 
^eof tbeCbickahominy, marched them op to Meehoaicsville Turnpike, 
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whicli tliey readied alioul. daybreiili, nnd ihrcw tliera witli great and sud- 
den impetnositj upon WClellmi's left and weakest point, and by over- 
ivhelming anpeviority of nnmbera drove bim for seven days, from point to 
point, down tho Chickahominy, until ]io reached and tiiade a stand eX, 
Malvern Hills, where tho laWea were »osl effeetnally tuvned, and tlie 
most decisive of all tbo batiJes during the seven days' fight was made, in 
all of which the Confederal* losses were immense, and far greater than 
tlioao on the Federal sidei but all the prestige of Tictory inured to the 
Southern cause by forcing a retreat of the Federal ai'my, and the occupa- 
tion of the vwiona portions they hod held. 

Tha day after the battle of "Maivem Hill" M'CIollan could have 
marched into Eiehmond without serious impediment, fov the Soutliern 
nrmy, worn out with fatigue nnd discournged by tills last unexpected dis- 
aster, was in a state of extreme disoi'ganization ; bat instead of poshing 
bis way then into Riclimond, the extraordinaiy spectacle was presented 
of both armies in/nil retreat, one from defeat, and the other from one of 
the most decisive, and, if taken advantage of, might have been the most 
important victories of the war. Nothing occurred during tho whole war so 
much to give new life, spirit, energy, and courage to the Confederate 
nrmy and people as this untoward retreat of M'Clellan from the Penin- 
sula, and they at once conceived the idea of marching upon the capital at 
Washington, which movement was deserted, and resulted in a move- 
ment on Maryland, and the hattlo of Antietara. 

Tho Secretary of War, at the close of the interview hei'otoforo refeiTed 
to, handed mo the following order : 

" Mr. John Minor Eotts is permitted to remain at his own honso on 
jj.arole until notified hy the War Department that he must withdraw in 
compliance with the order already given. 

"(Signed) Geoege W. Eabdolph, Seeretavy of War." 

Under this order I was coniined to my own premises for the next four 
months, when one of my friends, a Confederate officer, reraonstvated with 
the Secretary against this continued imprisonment, and he was author- 
ized to say to me that, continuing under my parole, I need no longer con- 
sider myself circumscribed in my waits. 

My ^tnation was most unpleasant and paanM, 1 was looked upon ty 
the government and general community with suspicion and distinst,whilo 
I looked upon them with any thing bat confidence or respect. They hat- 
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ed me, I despised them, as a political body, Thej regai-ded me as treach- 
erous to the Sontb, I held them as madmen, false to the nation, false to 
the ConBtitution, false to their obligations of dnty, and especially false and 
faithless (in foci, whatever might have been their puipose) to every inter- 
est most cherished by the Soulheiii people ; and whether they did me or 
I did them the greater injustice, a more unpvejiidiced judgment may now 
he formed than then. 

Under these circumstances I applied for permission to leave the slate, 
which was refused. 



After this, I ohtained a pass from tl e Sec etnrj of War to visit the 
county of Culpepper t« purchase the firm on yh hi am now residing, 
which I was urged to by the then o v to con e n i and examine. I 
purchased in the fall of 1862, Rnd nio ed to the connty on tlie 8tli of Janu- 
ary, 1863 ; bot I had hardly gotten comfortably warm in the house before 
Gtoneral J. K B. Stuart came in with his whole cavalry force, took possession 
of every part of my premises (of 2200 acres), except my house, yard, and 
garden, turned his horses loose to graze in every Held, to the exclnsion of 
my own stock, whicli ivas left at the mercy of his highly-incensed com- 
mand, without any effort or desire on his part to restrain them. They 
killed my hogs, drove off poitions of my cattle with their own whenever 
they moved, and stole ■fi-om me $50,000 wortli of horses, at Confedernte 
prices, nnd in Confederate money. Daily and hourly I was subjected to 
all sorts of vexations annoyances. I had neither peace nor rest, day nor 
night, from the dme this cavalry force came upon me until the arrival of 
the Federal army under Genernl Meade in the month of September, ex- 
cept during the battles of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, from bofli of 
whicli they came immediately Iiack to take care of me. 

General Meade moved into Culpepper on the 13th of September, 18C3, 
and Gieneral Stuart moved back at donble-quick across the Hapidan. 

On the 13th of October, jnst one month after, Genernl Lee took a cir- 
cuitous rente from the south side of the Eapidan, and endeavored to tTirow 
himself somewhere in the neighbovhood of the old battle-gronnd of Man- 
assas between Meade and Washington, and thus cut off his supplies, 
which was fruEti-ated by a rapid movement of the Federal army by rail- 
raad in the direction of Washington, General Lee was not only disap- 
pointed in hia contemplated advantage, but being severely handled at 
Bristoc, fell back to the sonlh side of the Bappahannoek, tearing np the 
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rails from Bristoe to tho Rsippnliaiinock, and quaiteictl hig ivliole army 
around Brandy Station, where ha remninod until General Mendo could 
relay the toad, which he oompleMd about the 6th, and on the 7th of No- 
vember he recroased the Eappahannocl;, killing quite a number, nnd cap- 
turing many prisoners, both at Kappahannoek Bridge and at Kelly's 
Ford, Bomo few miles below ; and taldngiee entireii/ ly sia-pj'ise, ha com- 
menced a rapid and confused retteat at twelve o'clock at niglit. 

The tout of the Federal army at llie first battle of Manassas could not 
have occasioned a much greater panic oi' greater state of confusion than 
this sudden pe d m'd ' h trea L ' h d arters were 

within two mU R g Mea as erosaing, 

and wlicn t F apo oa " and the 

orders were ss ta terror was 

spread over m g ry and from 

the time th mm tj rtill , baggage- 

wagons, ore! lESi es, ca general con- 

fused mass, were pushing across the fields nnd through the woods, nil 
striking for the one and only groat road through Culpepper Coart-bouae, 
on their way to tlie south side of (he Kepidan ; and if General Meade had 
known the actual condition, and instead of halting at Brandy had kept 
np a Tigorons pursuit, he must haye captured or destroyed Lee's whole 
army before lliey reached the Enpidan. 

Having safely reached the right bank of the Kapidan, Lea went inlo 
wintet-qnnvtets in one of the strongest position^ that could he found in 
Eastern Virginia, and Meada took up his wioter-quartera around and 
about Brandy; and in this position, with the esceptioQ of the Mine Run 
affiu'r, which occupied about n week, bolb armies rested nntil the 3d of 
May, 1864, when General Grant had nssamod the immediate command 
of tho army, and moycd off on Iiis brilliant and successful campaign 
against Eiclunond, nn account of which I leave to otheiB mare convei'sant 
w t! the m nuto pai'tieulars. In reference io the incidents of tlie war, I 
I -opose to giva such_only as came under my own personal observation or 
kno vledge and are not likely to be given by others. 

Whe General Meade fell back from Culpepper on the 12th of October 
to p e ent the fianfc movement of General Lee, by which his oommuni- 
cat on w th WaBhington and bis base of supplies would have been ont off, 
Staar Ih his whole cavah'y force, came in to follow up and baiasa 
Meade rear, nnd ho followed them to the Rappnhannoclt, skirmishing as 
they went Immediately before my dooi; they bad a very brisk little 
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fight about four in tho nftornoon, wLicli left five-niiil-twciity killed awl 
wounded men of both sides almost within a Btono's thi'ow of my house, 
all of ivliom I had brought in — the dead to be buried and the wounded 
to be nursed ; and while I was engaged in this work of mercy General 
Stuart's command retuvned from the Enppahannoek just after night^fall, 
when the work of destruction began, which wntinaed throngli the night, 
and until ten or eleren o'clock the next morning. When I reached my 
house with the last load of wounded men, I found tho inclosnre to my 
yard, garden, and com-fleld all torn down, camp-fires burning in each, 
near enough, with a good wind, to ondangar my buildings, four or fivo 
hundred horses tuvned loose into my orehai'd and corn-field, fence-rails 
blazing in every direction, and tlie men in a state of frenzied excitement ; 
and if my family and myself escaped personal violence, I was more in- 
debted for it to Providence than I was to Gieneral Stuart, who passed im- 
mediately by on his way to his quaiters a mile off, and witnessed this gen- 
eral havoc, or to Captain Kandolph, who was in immediate command of 
the regiment occnpyiug my yard, emden, etc. ; except that none of my 
household were tomahawked or scalped, the scene reminded me more of 
what I had read of in Indian or savage warfare than any thing that liad 
occuned among a Christian and civilized people. What corn they could 
not feed away to three or four thousand horEes that night and next 
morning or cany away with them, they piled up with the rails and 
burned in the field ; and if they left me one ear of com on the farm, I 
have never seen it. With the whole premises closely grazed (consequently 
with no hay), the situation in which I was leli may he nndcrstood when I 
say that two of my best work-horsos died before my eyes /•■om actual 
starvation I and this was the silnation in which General Meade's arrival 
found me, and from him and General Ingalls I obtained permission to 
supply myself with pi^ovisions for man and beast, otherwise my gtock 
would all have perished. 

All this may appear to be pei'sonal matter, in which the public have 
little interest, and for which they have less care ; but I mention it for a 
purpose, and that is, when people who brought all th^r tioublcs on them- 
selves shall hereafter prate about the vandalism of tho Union armies, 
they may take this as an offset. Of all these facts I made a minute 
written report to General Lee. He replied civilly, and sent one of his 
staff-officers to see me, hut if he took any official action upon it, I have 
not heard of it. The open account left standing between General Stuart, 
Captain Randolph, and myself was ail settled by the early death of each 
in the spring oE 18G5 near Richmond. 
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The morning flfter tliese outrages were comniltled upon my premises, 
General Stuart and stafi' pa^ed by immediately along the lino ef dopi'O- 
dalion, and within thirlj or forty jni'ds of where I stood, and, if he did 
not exult over the destruction that fell under his eye, he cei'tainly had no 
word of censure or reproof for his men. Ahout two houra after he pass- 
ed, I was arrested by his provoat marshal and carried to Culpepper Court- 
house ; all of which will be explained by the tollowing lellar, which I ad- 
dressed lo the Biehmond Mxcanmer at the tiioe, bat which they declined 
to publisli; and my friends in lUchmond would not press it, from an ap- 
prehension of the consequences tlut might resslt to mc, an apprehension 
in which I have never participated. 



The following letter was written and sent lo the Richmond ExoiRinei' 
in NoTemher, 18G3, but, greatly to my regret^ it was not published. 
When the Federal army occupied Brandy in 1884, a reporter of the New 
Yotk Herald, hearing of the fact, solicited a copy for that paper, in which 
it appeared. The copy below is from the Eiehmoud Eepulilii: of Juno 28, 



" Hcinl.[]uarlcra Army of the Potomac, near Braoay StJitioQ, 1 
Sittunlay, Noreinber SI, ISfiS. > 

"ITon, Jons MiBOBBOTTa: 

" Sib, — I hare been informed that, previous to the recrossing of the 
Eappahannock by General Meade, yoa had prepared a letter for publica- 
tion in Che Biehmond press; and knowing that any thing from your pen, 
particalarly at this time, has a deep interest for the conntry, I would re- 
speclfully solicit a copy of the lettei", on behalf of the Associnted Press, 
for publication. Bespectfully, 

"T.Eaknakd, Correspondent Assodalcd Press." 

"Aubm.li, CiilpRppor Coiraty, Va., November 21, 1S6B. 
"Dear Sin, — Tour note of to-day has been received. Ton hare not 
been misinformed as to my having written a letter for pnblioation in one 
of the Richmond papers prior to the arrival of the Union army in this 
vicinity, which I have reason to suppose has before this reached the pub- 
lic eye through the channel for which it was inlendetl. 1 therefore in- 
close you a copy of the letter for the pm^ose indicated in jour note. 
"I am, very respectfully, " Johm M. Boris. 

N2 
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" Aubnm, CiilpEppcc County, Oclober IS, 1S03. 
" To the lailor eS tlie Eximiner : 

"SiE,— Yours IB the only paper published in Richmond to which I 
could make an application with any likelihood of success, in order to set 
injBelf right before the public, and joa will pardon me for saying that I 
am by no menus confident of obtaining such a privilege at your hands; 
but I Ihint I have a right to expect it, inasmuch as yoa have chosen (o 
publish an extract from a letter written by a correspondent/tn-, and pub- 
lished in, the New York Herald, accompanied with some uncalled-for and 
ill-natured comments of your own. Bat I &o not nsk you to publish it for 
me without making a suitable charge, which I am more than willing to 
pay. I hope, thcrefoi'e, you will allow me to say that, while I have long 
since foiborna to make covrections of any misrepresentations of ma bj the 
public press, yet there are some of such a nature, and calculated to beget 
so much prejudice in the public mind, that I do not feel I would be act- 
ing wisely or properly to let them pass unnoticed. 

"I am willing at all times to be held to a proper responsibility for any 
thing I may say or do, but I am not willing to be so held for what oth- 
ers, who may draw npon their fancies for their facts, may choose to say 
for me or of me. I have seen several statements in the Bichmond papers 
lately, copied from Northern papers, calculated to excite popular feeling 
against me, which had no foundation in fact. 

" 1st, That I had been accosted by some Indiana major, then engaged 
in a skirmish with some of the rebel cavalry, and, on being asked which 
way they had gone (which, by the way, if he was skiimishing with them, 
he ought to have known for himself without asking me), I replied, ' I was 
not atliberty to tellhim, aslwns on my parole,' and then very gratuitous- 
ly added that ' I was a Union man without any ifs or bufs.' Now, what- 
ever my opinions and position on this subject may be, it is not tme that I 
have had any such interview, I have seen no snch major, .and ha4 no 
such question put to me, and have given no snch answer. 

"2d. Intheleti«r, a portion of which yon have copied, I am wprescnted 
by the writer as having said, 'Iwish the iFederal generals knew half that 
I know of the rebels, and their resources and intentions.' I have only to 
say that I said no such thing, and nothing that would bear a resemhlanee 
to it; and when I read the jHeroM containing it, I mentioned the error to 
other correspondents of that paper and asked them to have it eori'ccted, 
which they promised should be done. I see nothing in it, if I hod said it, 
to be complained of by other parlies, as it matters not whati knew of their 
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3, provided I did not disclose them to others. 
I Gomplnined of it, because it made me appear in the lidiculoas attitude of 
pretending to Itnow what every man of intelligence am! reflection was 
obliged to know was pvepoaWroos in the extreme. For all know that I 
am not in the confidence of the government or the commander of its 
foi-eCiS, and therefore could know nothing of tlieiv intentions; and as to 
their resources I profess to be profonodlj ignorant, either as to what they 
are or^whera tlley are. What he says about my purchnaea in Eichmond 
is true. Sot what would have cost before Ihe war, at regular market 
prices, $61 15, 1 did pay $>I3G3 03. But this was diacloaing no import- 
ant state secret, inasmuch as yon furnish them with the prices current 
once or twice a weelc, and these current prices are as well known in New 
York as they are to me. But I did not toll it with any expectation that 
it was to get into the newspapers, for when I mentioned it I did not know 
to whom I was addressing myself. . The gentleman eamo, as many others 
did, to pay his respects, and it was not nntil he was going away that ho 
handed me his cai-d, by which I ascerlainod that ho was an army con'e- 
spondent of the Hew York Ha-ald. I incidentally mentioned the fact in 
speaking of the great scarcity of and high prices for every thing. To 
this part of his letter, therefore, I made no objection. JBnt, in your com- 
ments on this letter, yon say 'Mr. Botts came to Richmond on quite a 
different enand than on a marketing expedition. He came to draw some 
twelve or fifteen thousand dollars of the government which he delights to 
abuse, and aifiscts so much to despise. He abhors the government, hut 
loves its money. ' In the first place, let me say that, whatever I may 
think of the government, I hare never fe!t myself entirely at liberty in this 
land of freedom te say half as much against its administration as I have 
read in your own editorial colcimns. Bnt I have never made professions 
of devotion to the government. I have never ceased to feel a warpi in- 
terest in the welfare of the people of Virginia, with whose prosperity and 
freedom my own are entirely identified ; and I will take occasion to say 
here what I said to (Jeneral Meade, and have said to all, that my earnest 
prayer is that this revolution may result in nhatever may contribate most 
to the permanent peace, happiness, prosperity, and freedom of the people 
of Virginia. These are the blessings of a good govenimant. This is 
what I suppose is desired and turned at by all, unless the selfish politi- 
cians and the corrupt speculators in and out of the army may constitute an 
exception. They care not under what sort of government they live, pi^o- 
vided they fill the high places and have their pockets well lined. We 
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may differ possibly, and perhaps honestly, as to tlie best means of attnin- 
ing these desirable ends. If it is by the succeaa of the reTolutioo, tlisn I 
pray God the reToliition roaysnocoed; bntifby a restorationof tlieUnion, 
then I hope the Union may bo restored. WhtLt I want is a government 
that has the will Knd the power to protect my person and my property 
against all nbiisos, and that I would prefer living as I did before the war 
to living ns I have done since the war, is beyond all question ; and I 
would be a niirdman or a fool if I did not, and a knave and hypocrite if 
I were to pretend otherwise, 

"3d. I hope I committed no unpardonable offense if I did go to Rich- 
mond to collect, or try to coUeot some $12,000 or 115,000, for which I 
furnished supplies, or, rather, for which supplies were taken from mo for 
the use of tha Confederata army, all of which were cei'tified to as being 
due hy the commanders of regiments or by quarter-maaleis, but which 
were not paid becaose the accounts were not made out in the pveeiso 
form authorised at what yon have tailed the ' ' red tape and circnmlocu- 
Ijon ofHees," which accounts are still due, and unpaid, and, I fear, are 
likely to remain so. 

" Finally, it has been announced that I have been arrested and sent to 
Eiehmond ; bat those who made the aiTest and tliose who made the an- 
nouncement have taken good care not to montion the cause of the arrest, 
thereby leaving the public to infer that I had committed some gi'ave of- 
fense against the govommont which joa say I do mnch ahhor. God 
knows it, and its agents have given me no groat reason to worsliip it. 

"Let OS see how the account stands. On my part I have done nothing, 
from first to last, of which this government can complain, unless it ho that 
I have not become Democraliied, and have made no concessions to Di;- 
mocraoy, and have none to mate hereafter, and because I have not cho- 
sen to follow blindly wherever Democracy might choose to lead. 

"On tha other hand, of what have I to complain f Fii-st, the legis- 
lative power of the government has been especially directed against me 
while I was leading the most retired and secluded life, as was clearly 
admitted hy the Hon. Henry S. Foote at the following session of Con- 
gress, when ho said he had been induced t* vote for the declaration of 
martial law and suspension of the writ of liabeas corpus upon a repreaent- 
atiou of the condition of things supposed to exist in the neighborhood of 
the city of Richmond, but which tnrned out to bo entirely groundless. 
Second, the power of the Executive branch of the government has been 
exerted against me, when, under this detestable, nnwi'itten, unknown 
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code called mnvtial kw, upon no charge preferred boforo tie Conrt of In- 
quiry, they hiid ma airested in mybed betiveen tlio hours of midnight and 
daybrenk, hurried me off to a dirty, filthy negro jail, where I was kept in 
solitaiy confinement for eight weeks, when, with ail the vigilance and re- 
search of their numerous detectives, they could find nothing upon wliicli 
to hinge a charge; and now comes the second arrest, without a charge, 
wliile the army itself has been turned loose upon me to destroy my prop- 
erty hy design, and by order of officers in high command, which I can es- 
tablish if I can procure their airest and trial by court-martial; under wMcb 
order my yard, garden, and com-Belds have been ruthlessly intadod, the 
fencing of each torn down to the gionnd, and nil converted into a general 
camp-gvound, camp-fires built, and horses turned into each by the 4tli 
Virginia CaviJiy, under command of Captain Kandolph'; and when Dr. 
Kidwell{witli whom I had been until len o'clock picking up and nursing 
the wounded men of both parties, more than twenty of whom were broaglit 
to my house) romonstmled with them, they siud it was wrong, and shoald 
not have done it, hut they wore ordered to destroy 'whatever they damn 
pleased ' And upon this being repeated by Dr. Kidwell to Captain Ean- 
dolph, he neither affirmed nor denied that sneh orders hnd been given. 
Prom iihich cases of violence, together with the eftecls produced hy my 
arrest on the next day, one of my daughters has been ill of nerrous ty- 
phoid fever ever smce. And not only has my fendng been tovn down 
anddeatioycdm every direction, but some twenty-five or thirty of my best 
hogs have been shot down, and I have not been loft one ear of my entire 
crop of corn, all of which that could not be used was carried oft' or burnt in 
the field. And I now challenge any and every man of tbeSonthem Con- 
fodeiacy to come forward witli any charge that can be made ag^nst me 
for any tJiing said or done for which their government or its army can 
justly complain. And but for the proteetioa now afforded me by a guard 
from the hoad-quai'tcrs of General R. E. Lee, none can tell to what condi- 
tion I should have been reduced. Have I then, Mr. Editor, think you, 
had much reason for attachment or devotion to n government by which I 
have been thus treated? You eompldn of the treatment Mr. Vaflandig- 
ham has received at the hands of his government. He made many vio- 
lent speeches, in which he took active and strong gi'ounds against his gov- 
ernment, and for this he was sent among his friends, as they supposed. 

"But I have done nothing, taken no part, but maintwned firmly and 
consistently, as I shall continue to do, my own private opinions and the 
IS of my best judgment, which have not been controlled hy any 
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considerations of selfishness, arabitioii, o:' fuar, as I wrote the Secretaiy of 
War while I waa conQned in MTJaniels's negro jtul in the spring of 
18G3 ; and because I can not sorrender those convictions, am I thus to be 
oppressed and persecuted by the govemment and army ? I want , no hei- 
ter vindication for liaving withheld my approval of the war than is to ho 
found in the iaxt that there is not one of those who luded in bringing it on 
that would do it, if, with their present experience, it had to be done over 
again, or if they could have foreseen what has followed, all of which I did 
foresee and foretell ; and if any man with brains in his head and a heart 
in hia bosom says he would, then I say flatly I don't belieye ha tells the 
truth. 

"But to comebfidtto my seeondarrest by GeneralJ. E.B.Stuart. On 
Monday morning, the 13th inst., following the night of the ruthless and 
heartless destruction of my property, (Jeneral Stuart's provost mai-shal 
rode up with a guavd Id my honso with a. warrant, of which the following 
is a copy ; , 

" ' Ilfjid-aiiMleiy Cavalry Corp?, October 12, 1303. 

"'You will an'fist John Minor Botts and Bend him to Riclimond. 
Charges will be forwarded from these head-qnavters ns soon as practica- 
ble. Don't allotv him to annoy General Leo, but keep him as a prisoner 
of stale. Let me hnow how many prisoners. 

" 'By command of Major General J. E. B. Stnnrt, 

" 'A. E. Vmnabie, Major and Adjutant.' 

"Upon this wavrant, containing no charge, I was aiTested about half 
past ten o'clock on Monday morning, carried under guard to Culpepper 
Couvl-houee, kept thei"e until five o'cloek, and then disehoi^ed on the 
ground that there was no charge against me ; but I have been semi-olH- 
cially informed from two sources, either of which would be regarded as 
anthentie, that the sole ground of ray aiTest was tlmt I had entertained 
General Meade and other general officers at my table ; and if it was not 
that, it was some other pretext equally frivolous and contemptible, which 
I hereby challenge General Stuart to lay before the puhlio; snd if it be 
any offense against thopeaco and d^nitj of General Stnart or of the Con- 
federate gavornment that I should have entertained Federal ofiloers at 
my table, which would justify my arrest, then Major General Stuart has 
Mgnally fiuled in the disohai'ge of his dnty ta the peace and dignity of the 
aforesiud Major General Stuart by not bringing me to trial for this high 
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prime and misdemeanor ; fov altliougli it is not true tliat General Meade 
took his dinnoc at my table, I hereby make it known to all whom it may 
concern that I invited bim to do ao, and doepiy regretted that his constant 
engngeraenlB preTenled his acceptance of tiie invitation. I moreovev pi'o- 
cltnm that, if he should return to this vicinity (which I do not at all an- 
ticipate), I shall, in all probability, subject myself to iinothcr aiTest by a 
repetition of the offense, without consulting General Stuart's ploasuvo on 
the subject, 

" The truth is, I have entertained freely and hospitably the officers and 
gentlemen of both armies whose acquaintance I have enjoyed, and shall 
continua to do so bo long as I am master of my own house, and so long 
as they treat me with kindness and civility, let it offend whom it may, 
provided the means are left me ivith which to entertain them, and unless, 
in the mean time, I shall he prohibited by law or hy some higher authori- 
ty than that of General Stuart. 

"In fact, Ihavo met with no officer in the Confederate army, and with 
few privates, with whom I was acquainted, from General Eohert E. Lee 
down, with the exception of General Stuart, that I have not iavitod U> my 
house- — nearly all of whom have partaken of my hospitality — while hund- 
reds of half-famiahed soldiers have been furnished with meals, for which 
I have never charged the first dime, while they were in the habit of p.i}'- 
ing, as they said themselves, to brawling secessionists from two to three 
dollars a meal ; but this famiahod no ground of complaint with any gen- 
tleman of the Northern army, many of whom expressed their anrpriao and 
gratification on hem-ing that they had visited mo thus freely and famil- 
My. 

"But no sooner was I arrested, than the whole atmosphere was fiUod 
with rumors to my disadvantage and prejudice; among the rest, that I 
bad been caught in the Federal lines ott the day of the fight with arms in 
my hands, to he-ased against the Confederate government. 

"The circumstances which gave rise to this ramor are as follows : Aa 
a portion of the B'ederal cavalry passed my house about two o'clock on 
Sunday, my neighbor, Mr. Bradford, sent me a note, saying he had hcen 
an'eajed, and was then in the custody of the Federal officers, and asked 
me to ride over to Brandy Station to meet him, which I did. 

" On my retnrn, I passed General Lamar's brigade ; and when half their 
column had passed me, and was between me and the Unionists, and in 
the presence of the other half, I met young Slaughter, the son of Dr. 
Slaughter, of Culpepper Coart-honse, who had a gno and knapsack in his 
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hand, with wliicli eucuinbrance ho could not conliol his horse, imd he 
asked me to tako it with me to my house, and to keep itunlil he calledfor 
it. At gi'eat inconvenience I took it; and this jict of kindness andaccom- 
tnodatian to Mr. Slaughter was tortnred into my hearing arms ngmnst the 
South, thoogh General Stnai't himself knew what had oarricd me to 
Brandy ; for he had seen » letter from me to Mrs. Brndfoi'd telling her 
of the aiTest of her husband, and of mj having been seut for to meet him 
at Bran.dy Station. 

" However, these rumors, publications, and ai-rests have had their de- 
sired effect, as they have led to the most wanton, wicked, nnd savage de- 
struction of my property such as I have already mentioned, and OKcited 
the prejudice of the army, and, possibly, of misled citizens, against mc. 
But I hopo to outlive it all, while the authors of such vandalism will be 
held to a just accountability at the hands of a militaiy commander whose 
moial, intellectual, and military qnalities arejustly esteemed by the whole 
country ; and. if not by him, then by a still higher military authority, to 
nit, the "War Department ; and if not there, then by the civil tribunals 
of the country ; and if not there, then by a jnat, discriminating, and in- 
dignant pnblic judgment. 

And now let me inijulre, has martin! law been declared ngidn? and if 
not, when, where, how, and from whom did General Stnart derii-e the 
authority to an'est me or any other citizen for any offense whatever, and 
retain me ns a prisoner of stale? If any charge was to be preferi-ed 
against me for a civil olfense, whore were the civil antliorities? and why 
was not complaint lodged witli them upon affidavit, as the ]aw requires? 
How came I, a private, poacoahle, and quiet citizen, sttbject to the mili- 
tary anthovity of General Stuart, and why was I not to be allowed, if I 
thought proper, to appeal to his superior in command. General Lee, 
against his flagiant usurpation of power and most inexcusable instance 
of false imprisonment ? 

"If I mistake not. Congress, by anespreag vote, refused togi'ant these 
high prarogaticea of dictatorial power to Mr. Davis. How is it, then, that 
General Stnart undertakes first to establish a mardal law for himself, and 
then virtually to suspend the writ of habeas corpus by a denial of my 
right to appeal to his superior in command? 

"If such power can bo osevciscd by General Stuart wiih impunity, 
with whom and where does the power slop? To how low a grade of mil- 
itary authority does it descend ? And I may farther ask, why, of all the 
gentlemen in nnd around the court-hotiso who entertained Federal ofH- 
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cars, was I aioiie to ba selected foi: the exercise of this militiiry power — 
for this indignity and outrnge ? These nre all qnesUons of gi'nvo interest 
to the liberty of every ciljzeu that can not and Elinll not be Blui'red over, 
if there is any jUBtioe in the militaiy depai'traent of this government or 
indepenclcacQ in the judiciary of this state. 

" Hitherto I have been silent as to tbo wrongu, injniies, and indignities 
that hare been henped upon me ( bnt I am not a spaniel to lie down and 
croueh at the bidding of any master, nor 1o lick Iho hand that smites me, 
nor am I Christian enough when one cheek is slapped to turn the other i 
and if I am thns to be selected as a particular object of persecotion, and 
can find no protection frotn the law, then will 1 protect myself. This I 
can not do ag^nst the government or the army, hut I can and will do it 
when the law, military and civil, both fails me, against any one man that 
this Confederacy can boast. 

"Wben I purchased my present home, it was to seek retirement and 
obscurity, (o get out of the way of the world, and to follow for the balanco 
of my life the peaceful pursuits of agiicnlture. There was then no army 
here, nor did I suppose there would be. one. I disturbed nobody, wont 
nowhere except among hind and friendly neighboi'a, with whom it has 
been my good fortune to secure as large a share of respect and esteem as 
any one who has ever lived in the county; and iu this condition of things 
it was that, in imitation of the Confederate goTernmont, ' All I asked was 
to ba let alone.' 

" Bnt what is the liberty of any citizen worth if a military commander 
can, in the exercise of n despotic power, or a weal; and imhecile discre- 
tion, or in a fit of spleen toward one who has offended, by reporting him 
for official miso&iduct, in which eight other gontlemDn united, drag tliat 
citizen from the bosom of his family, heap upon him the indignity and 
wrong of having him arrested and conducted through the streets of a 
crowded village nndar guard, keep liim in that condition long enough for 
(ill sorts of idle and malicious tumors to he circulated and sent over the 
telegraphic wires respecting him, and order his discharge nponthe ground 
that there is nothing to he alleged against him 7 

" And now, Mr. Editor, in oonclusien, let me say that the press may 
continue to misrepresent and abuse me; I may be anested and thrown 
into a dungeon ; my fencing may be torn down and destroyed ; my crops 
may be laid waste and carried off; my stock may bo stolen or shot down 
under my own eyes ; my house may he burned down over my own head, 
as has been Ihwalened, but I can not, for all that, be induced to swerve a 
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hair's bvendth from tliE lino of conduct tliat my own judgment and con. 
science may dicSaW, whicii is to tako no lot, part, or sliaie in the responsi- 
bility llmt rests upon tlioae who have hvoughe this whirlpool of desolntion 
and ruin upon my unfortunate country. Nor shall I depart fram the po- 
sition I hate taken of doing nothing that can justly subject me to out. 
rage, unimodTersion, or i-ebuke. But if to adhere firmly and consistently 
to the opinions andprineipies thatlhave msintainedfor thirty years, and 
if to prefer living as I did before the war to living aslbavedono since the 
war makes me a traitor, then a traitor's life let me live, or a traitor's death 
lot me die. I am respectfully yours, John M. Botts. 

"P.S. — Since the above was written, a copy of the fircHBiJiei- has reach- 
ed mo, containing the following announcement ; 

"' The battle took place on the farm of Jobn Minor Botts. * * • 
We may here remark that the property on the farm of this extraordinary 
individual, of whom the Confederate States stand in sncli fear, had been 
religiously respected by the Yankees ; whereas the coantry around was 
little better than a wildeYness, his fences and crops were untouched. 
But that night made a change in its condition. Thi-ee thousand Confed- 
erate cavaliy bivouacked there after the battle, and fed their horses In his 
corn-field. The next morning there were very few fence-rails and veiy 
little com left. The men could be heai-d to say, while building high their 
fii'es, " Pile on, boys ; tbey are nothing but d — d old Union rails."' 

"lam glad to avail myself of the testimony of tliis 'leaky vessel,' who 
folly conlirms what I have said above ; but although ho does not state 
what is true ia regard to the general destruction of property in the neigh- 
borhood, for it gives ma groat pleasure lo say that a gnard was furnished 
to every family that asked for it, all of whoso property was amply protect- 
ed, as every one in the neighborhood will testify, yet ho certainly states 
what is ti'QO in regai'd to the general destruction of my property ; and I 
must say that the achievement of thi'ca thousand cavalry conqiieiing ono 
man and a corn-field is one of which, intlie fntui'e, they can take no great 
pride when their prejudices and pas^ons have subsided. 

" Another article has also appeared in the Dispatch recommending my 
imprisonment or banishment, which is altogether unworthy of notice. I 
will only say that, whatever other difficulties I may labor under, I do not 
esteem it a misfortune that I have no soldiers at my command to turn 
loose upon any citizen, nor aids at my elbow ic bring them into discredit 
with the people. Thank God, when there is a necessity for it, I can do my 
own wtiiing and my own figliting. J.M. B." 
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What would Imva been the effect, if this lottei' tiad been published in 
Eichmond at the time, suvroauded as I was at the moment by Genetnl 
Lee's whole array, ■with Stnai't and his cavaliy on mj immediate premises, 
I linow not. "Whether it would have produced n reactionary feeling, or 
bave led, as mj friends apprehended, to still more serious consequences, 
CBn not now be told ; but let the consequences have been nhat they 
might, I resolved to keep silent no longer. I was actunted far more by 
a pride ofiaanhood than by the timidity of a contemptible sikqJ:, or asub- 
missive slave to military power. When I fii-st heard that Mr. Daniel, the 
then editor o! tbs JExiaainej; had declined to publish the letter because of 
its " hard ii(s" at the Confederacy, I wvoto to my friends, insisting that it 
should he published in some pnper, and he paid for at ailrer^sing prices, 
but they had become alarmed for my personal safely uudar ilB publication 
and ivithhsld it. This I had not ascertained when the Federal army 
came in, which cut oif all mail iniercourse with Bichmond. When I did 
learn it, I b'bs sorely vexed ; but aa I knew it proceeded from the warmest 
feelings of kindness and friendship for me, I could not eomplaio; bnt I 
could not help feeling that while tho govomment, ai'my, and people were 
all pommeling me in tho face, that it was hard to have my hands tied by 
my friends, to keep me from stliking back at my assailants. It is proper 
1 should bete soy, that from a scrnpulous regard to the obligations of my 
parole, which I believed carried no moral obligation with it after I ceased 
to be within the Confederate lines, yet preferring to en-, if at all, on the 
safe aide, I was far more circumspect and reticent in my conversations 
with Federal officers than I was with tho officers of the Confederate army, 
to whom I expressed my hostility to the government and the rebellion in 
the most unreserved and tmmistakable manner. 



Here my task miglit bo closed, bnt that I desire to present a clear rec- 
ord, and famish a full vindication of my whole line of policy from first to 
last upon all the questions connected with or growing out of the rebel- 
lion, and of all that I have said or done of a public nature, which, for 
want of access to the Sontheni "reconsti'neted press," is known only to a 
limited circle, by which I hope, if I can not secure the confidence of the 
deluded tmd cheated South, I may at least command their I'espect by my 
consistency and duty to my country, and by my faithful and self-sacrifl- 
eing devotion to their trae interests, which have been bo wantonly, cruel- 
ly, and wickedly sacrificeiT by the e 
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QUACKa, traders and stocl;-Jobbsrs in polisics, who are again at theJc old 
work of educating the people to a feeling of disnffection and hostility to 
theif goYommant, which they have no clioiee bat to obey, and who hare, 
ly their exhibitions of disloyalty, retarded for an indefioita period the reg- 
ular and forma] participation of the South in the affaire of their national 
gOTOrnmetit, and to whose control I do not mean again to submit my for- 
tnnes, or my personal liheriies or rights, withont raising a voice of remon- 
strance or making an etFort to throw it off. 

la the winter of 18G3, 'i, I i-eceived a letter from an officer of the " re- 
slorcd goveinroent" of Virginia, whose Legislature was then sitting in 
Alexandria, and while I was in tlie Federal lines, urging me to accept at 
the hands of that Legislature a seat in the Senate of tho United States, 
to which I made the following reply ; 

_ " AnIiHrn, Culpepper County, Vjl, January T, ISOi. 

"DbabSie, — I bare raoeived the letter of Mr. S , in which he urges 

in very earnest terms that I should accept a sent in the Senate of tha 
United States at the hands of the Legislature now in session in Alexan- 
dria, an election which he seems to think I have no right ta decline, oa 
tho friends of the Union etory where desire it. 

"Permit ma to say, my good sir, that I duly appreciato the honor do- 
Bigued, which is far beyond any thing that I hare reason to espect, now 
or hereafter, from any other Eoarce ; but high and dignified as is the po- 
sition of United States senator, which in ordinary times is one that might 
reasonably satisfy the ambition of any moderate man, yet in tha present 
condition of tlie country, and of the state of which I am 'native here and 
to the iBoimer Lorn,' I could not with propriety, and with ray coilvictions 
of duty, accept any appointment at the hands of either of the niBneroas 
goverraaetits now exercising legislative powers over any of the dismem- 
bered fragments of what once constJtufod tho pwnd and revered old com- 
monwealth of Virginia. 

"In taking the position I have done in reference to tha rebellion, I 
have been actuaWdhy no sorflid considerations, and by no selfish derfielo 
advance my political or persona! fortunes i bat it has been forced upon me 
by the cleai', unclouded, consciejitiouj, and oveiivhelming convictions of my 
best jiidgment, free from nil passion, prejudice, or ambition. 

"From the present aspect of affiiirs, as they apjiear from the Eland- 
point I occupy, it loots as if the day was aot very far distant when (if 
ever) I may be of soma service in heaKng those dissensions and disttac- 
tions, Evowing out of the grossest misrepresentations and frauds, that now 
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divide the nation, the state, and almost every loonlity, and of developing, 
to some extent, that sentiment of loyalty and nationnlitj which, though 
smothered for the time, has never yet been exlmguiahed ; bnt thia ean 
only be done, if at all, by adhering firmly mid consistently to the opinions 
and principles of a long life, which have 'grown with my growth and 
ati'engthened with my strength,' nntil they have become a part of my 
second nature. In othSr words, I must permit no sliadow of snspioion 
Ji-oia anj qaarter to attach to my unselfish patriotism or the disinterested 
inlegrily of my purpose, which the acceptance of office might subject tne W>. 

"The extent of my nEpirations for the present is xa return 'good for 
evil' to this onee venerahlo and venerated, but now poor, down-trodden, 
shattered, heartlessly Eacrifieed, and dihipiilated old ' Mother of States,' 
that has been reduced to her present miserable condition by her leading 
and trusted statesmen, who, with miGcalculation upon miscalcnlation, and 
blundoi- upon blunder, with every prophecy and promise unfulfilled, have 
been groping their way in Siberian darkness, and with the most inejc- 
cuaable ignorance, after a phantom engendei-ed by a corroded and dis- 
eased imagination, which was excited hy a heaitless selfishness and in- 
sane ambition to peipetnate thcii onn power, that has been without a 
parallel in the history of the world 

"I am aware that my counsels, for the last three yeare, have been 
spurned and devlded, and my person e^en threatened with violence by 
many who once looked with a more chai liable and friendly eye npon my 
suggestions and advice. 

"Iliare reason to think this htllnLination ii pn^ai tig away, and is being 
rapidly dissipated by the terrible ordeal to which the fortunes of the South 
have been subjected ; and it may be, at least I am not withont snch hope, 
that at some future day I may, in soins icag, stand as a link between the 
North and the South, by which the chain which once bound them together 
may again connect them ; and to this complexion I must come at last, 
for neither passion, nor prejui^ce, nor pride, nor ssffering, nor want, nor 
laaiger, nor strife can endnre forever ; and the time must come when men 
will look at things as they are, and no longer close their eyes at bright 
midday, and swear that the sun does not shine, beeauso they deaiee to 
sAirf oat the light. 

" For theeo and many other reasons not necessary to mention here, I 
must beg to be esensed for respectfully declining the high position to 
which it is proposed to elevate me. 

" I am, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, Johm M. Eons." 
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About lliis lime I receiTeil a letter fi-om a friend in Wnshington, ivho 
expi'CBsed an anxioos desive to learn wliat impressions I hni formed of 
Mr. Lincoln and bis administration. I answered hint at some lengtli. 
In tlio discussion of variotiB qnestions connected with the war, embracing 
the Emancipation Proclamation, the statas of the stales, etc., etc, with 
Federal officers, reverend divines, professors of law in collegiat* instita- 
tlons, and others who called to [lay their respects, I had not nnfrcqnent 
occasion 1« read this letter. There was a general wish expressed that 
Mr. Lincoln could see it. I Eaid, while it was a private letter, intended 
for no eje than that of the friend to whom it was addressed, and while 
I had no right to obtrude my opioione apon Mr. Lincoln, jet if Mr. Lin- 
coln should express a desire to see it, 1 could have no objection to bis do- 
ing BO. Thin, I suppose, was communicated to Mr. Lincoln, for he short- 
ly afler did express a wish to see the letter, and the gentleman to whom 
it was addressed was authoriied to place it in his hands, wliieb be did. 
Some three months after the friend called upon Mr, Lincoln for the let- 
ter, and Mr, Lincoln replied, "The letter is your private property, of 
course, and, if you require it, I must retm-n it to you, but you would 
greatly oblige me by permitting me to retain it;" (o which my friend 
assented, and Mr. Lincoln died with it in his possession. 

T/iere is one incident connected with this letter of which I feel con- 
siderable satisfacfion, and at tlie risk of the charge of vanity, I will here 

On one occasion, twelve gentlemen, chiefly ministers of the Gospci, 
bended by Charles Stewart, Esq., of Phila'delpbia, President of the Chris- 
tian Association, and the Eev. Dr. Kiik, of Boston, callcil to see me ; we 
got into a disenssion of the Emancipation Proclamation, and I read this 
letter to them, as expressive of my views on the snbjeet. When I finish- 
ed the letter, Mr. Stewart rose from his seat, and with some very flatter- 
ing remarks, said, substantially, " that no such emotions had been created 
in his bosom since the commencement of the war as had been excited by 
the reading of that letter, and that be thouglit it was eminently proper 
that they shonld return thanks to God that one such man had been pre- 
served in tlie South, and that the Divine blessing should bo asked upon 
the bead of the 'venerable statesman' who had been capable of entertain- 
ing and espiessing sentiments of so much patriotism and devotion to bis 
countvy;" wberenpon the Eev. Dr. Kirk offered up a most impressive 
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prayer, wliich awakened feelings in my bosom ivliidi 1 shall not soon 

The following is cxtiiictea from the letter dated aad of tlaniiacy, 1S64 : 
"Next jon want to Itnow what I thinli of Mr. Lincoln and his adminis- 
tration, and yoa express the hope that it has met with my approval." 
Well, I will be frank with joa, and tell you fi'eely but confidentially what 
I think of both. 

I think, then, that Mr. Lincoln is by nature a Tigovoos, strong-minded, 
and couscienlions man, honest in his purposes, and indefatigable in the 
exercise of what he conceives to be the dnlies of his office. In natural 
endowmenis, I doubt if he is not qaite eqnal, if not superior to any of 
those by whom he is suirounded. He is not so cultivated as many, be- 
cause he had not the same advantages in early life, but ho is what I always 
honor, an original and suV-made man, and is what I have generally called 
one of God Almighty's edacnl«d men; Uiat is, he gets what he knows 
cliiofly from his Creator. Dogberry says, "Heading and writing comes 
by nature, but to be a, well-favored man ia the gift of God;" and in this 
latter particular I do not think Mr. Lincoln is as munificiontiy endowed 
as he has been in the more essential qualities of head and heart ; but be- 
lieving bim to he a true and sound patriot^ and au honest man, I can 
mate proper allowances for many things of which I might otherwise com- 
plain ; for yon must not infer from what I have said that I approve of 
all that Mr. Lincoln has done ; but then I do not expect any man to do 
exactly as I would have him to do, for I am not very certain if I were in 
his place, I would not do many tilings that my own judgment might not 
entirely approve. We are all creatures of cii'cumstanees to a greater or 
less extent, and are more or less controlled by the drcumiStanceB that 
surround us. 

Take his Emancipation Proclamation, for example. It would he im- 
pos^ble for me to say that I think ho had a riyht to issue saeh a docu- 
ment; he certainly had not, according to his own ofi-repeal«d declara- 
tions before the war. And if he had no such power then, I do not see 
from what source ho has derived the power since the war, especially in 
regard to the property of those citizens who have forfeited none of their 
rights under the Constitution ; the argument is, that it is a military right 
growing out of the rebellion. If that be so, I must think it a very dan- 
gerous right, as I do not perceive any limit to its exercise, which depends 
solely on the will of the person who may happen to control the military 
power at the moment; and ^ is, to say the least of it, a vagrant, rambling. 
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unsettled, and uiiBscd power, that would lie ■ 
by different persons that might be in a position to execute the power. 
Ope roiglit limit it to personal property only ; another to slaves that are 
of a mixed chaiacter, being both persons and property ; another might 
e::tend it to real estate for life; another to real estate in fee ; another to 
imprisomnent, or imprisotitneut and fine ; and another, still, to life itself. 
I confess I do not tilte these unwritten, unknown, and undefined laws, 
dependent alone on the arbitiary will of whomsoever might hiippen to fill 
the presidential chair for the moment, and who might be either a Wash- 
ingWn or a Neio. And it is quite clear to my mind, that this power of 
confiscation was not intended by the framers of our government to be 
lodged in the hands of Congi'ess and of tlie President at tlie same time, 
or (hat the power was to be divided. Now if Congress can confiscate the 
real estate of one in rebellion against his government, of which there can 
bo no doubt, 1 think it clear they could also confiscala the slave property 
of the same party ; and it seems to me to follow that, if the President can 
confiscate the slave property, he could, with equal propriety, confiscate the 
raal esinte. Yet wo see the one power exercised by Congress, which is a 
denial of the power on the part of the President ; while the other power 
is exercised by the President, which is a denial of the power of Congress ; 
antess we can believe that it was designed to give the same powei's and 
funclions to each, which woald be an anomaly in government that would 
reflect very little credit on tJie authors of our ^lem. In other words, I 
think if it required an act of Congress to confiscate one species of prop- 
erty, to wit, real estate, it necessarily required the same authority to con- 
fiscate any other species of property. 

But conceding that there was a military right, and a mora! propriety in 
selling upon and emancipating by proclamation the slave property of those 
in rebellion against ibo government, who had forfoilod all cldms to the 
protection of the Consiitotion, for I am not one of those who think nman 
may take a sword in his right hand and the Constitution in his left, and, 
after a vain effort to etrilie down the Constitution, thrust his left hand 
forwai'd and claim the protection of the instrument he has renounced and 
endeavored to destroy ; but, I say, conceding that tbere is a military right 
on the part of the President hj prociamalion to emancipate or confiscate 
(for, practically, it means the same thing) the slave property o^one in re- 
bellion against the government, and who has ihns forfeited all right to the 
protection ottho Constiintion, it by no means follows that the right exists to 
lake the slave or other property of tlie loyal citizen, who had forfeited none 
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of his rights, and who etanda esaclly where and as he stood before the 
war. Congress, for csumple, does not claim the right to confiscate the 
teal estate of loijal dtiieas, for confiscation only applies to traitors ; how, 
then, coald Congresa, or rather the law-making power, which includes the 
President, confiscate the personal properly of the loyal dtizen ? and if 
this could not be done by the President and Congress combined, how could 
it be done by the President alone? In one word, if the President had a 
right to t^e my slaves from me because Jeff. Davis and Co. had rebelled 
agnjnst the authorities of the United States, while to the fall extent of my 
powor and capacity I had resisted such rebellion, I do not sen why ho 
might not also take my lands and other property because General Lee and 
Co. had forfeited theirs. To my mind, therefore, it is clear that the con- 
fiscation of slaves should have heen confined to those who were in actual 
rebellion i^ainat the government, and to those who, in the language of 
the Constitution, had given them aid and comfort, and that this confiscation 
of slave property should have been embraced in the act of confiscation, 
and not have been effected by s, simple proclamation of the President. 
Nor do I perceive how that clause of tho Constitution which forbids tho 
seizure of private property for public uses without just compensation is to 
be gotten over, as far m loyal persoiis ai'e concerned. 

Bnt waiving the question of right on the part of the Prcadent to con- 
fiscate by proclamation, I must think that a very badly constincted instru- 
ment which, by its terms, protected the proper^ of Henry A. Wise, who 
has been for tlie last twelve years sUrring op rebellion, and for the last 
three in open arras against tho authorities of the United States, because 
he happened to live in the county of Princess Anne, which at that time 
was within Federal juriadic^on, and at the same time in terms confisca- 
ted the property of John M, Botts, a loyal citizen, because he happened to 
live in tho county of Henrico (or Cnlpepper, to which I have since re- 
moved), which at that time was within the Confederate lines, but which 
is now within tho jurisdiction of the Pederal government. I think, 
therefore, it is quite clear that the question of property should have rest- 
ed upon the loyalty of tho eitisen rather than upon his local habitation at 
the time. 

Now I do not want to be misunderstood. Under this proclamation I 
have lost a good many of my most valuable servanls, it is true, but I have 
never been one of those who estimated the value of the Union and insti- 
tutioas of our fathers (upon the preservation of which I religiously be- 
lieve the happiness, welfare, and liberties of the people South as well as 
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Honli dupcnd) by dollars aod cents, nor jet by the bondflge of tiio Afri- 
can race. And if the C[nestion between the life of the nation and the <le- 
Btruction of alavery has arisen, without one moment's hesitation I snj, Let 
tlie Nation live, and lei slaveri/ perish ,- and if the balance of nay slaves, 
landed property, asd all should bo necessary for the preservation of the 
institutions of the country in all their integvily, all I ha,Te to say is, In the 
name of God, let it go; though I confess I should hare preferred a volun- 
tary reliaqnishment of it myself to its forcible seizure by the goTei'nment. 

Wor am I one of those who confound cause with effect. If Mr. Lincohi 
had issued this proclaraalion, and it had been enforced befoi'e the war, 
then I have no hesitation in aa,ying I would probahly have been found in 
the midst of this revolution, because it would hare constituted good ground 
for resistance, but instead of its having been the caaae, it is siniply the 
^i!(,(oftlie war. It is the consequaiiCB growing ont of the most accureed, 
the most flagitious, the most stupendous, and the most atrocious crime 
that in my opinion has been committed since the day that Jesus Christ 
was crucified ; and, being the consequence of secession, I charge the loss 
of my property to the secessionists, who are tebolly and soMy responsible 
for the war, and who created the necessity, if eiieh necessity existed; and 
although I can not see (he subject in that light, yet at snch a crisis ns this 
I will not quarrel about properly until my own liberties and the liberties 
of the people are restored to that condition of security which wo enjoyed 
before the rebellion. 

By Divine law we are all, the good and the bad alike, made responsible 
forthe original sin ofJhat venerable old lady known as Madame Eve; and 
' I do not know that it is any hai'der upon me that I should lose my prop- 
erty on account of the original sin of those with whom it has been my for- 
tune to be mixed up geographically, than it is that I should be damned 
unless I make atonement for the original sin of that good woman for eat- 
ing an apple six thousand years ago that I never saw, and do not know 
certainly if it ever grew, and, therefore, I shall make no factious opposi- 
tion or quanel with Mr. Lincoln about it — at all erxnts, not jvst now. 
The best yindicfttion for Mr. Lincoln's individual la,w at last may be, that 
it tests upon precisely the same principle as does the most important of 
ail Divine laws. 

As lo Garrison, Parker, Beecher, Wendell Philips (who, by the way, is 
not only a mischievous but dangerous fanatic, as his ravings about divid- 
ing the lands of the South among the army and the negroes has no other 
effect than to furnisii the Southern demagogues with material for keep- 
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fug Up B f enzied excitement agiucst the North), snd all that class of ex- 
reme o adical men, they may properly be termed the iheoreticai Abo- 
i ii f the concliy ; while Jeff. Davis, William L. Yancey, Bob 
To mb r "aok Pickens, Henry A, Wise, James M. Mason, Bob Hnnler, 
Jnn es A Seddon, John Slidell, and coropany, the great aix/iiteets of mis. 
I /and lin, have boon At practical AboUtioaista, who have done more in 
h ee y a B for the abolition of slavery than the iheaietkal AhoUiiomsts 
Id h done io three thonsand; nnd it is to them, and to theii' incs- 
u able and blundering stupidity and folly, against which I have been 
wan ag f r thii'ty yeaiB, that I charge whatever I and others may have 
lost in slave property. Did Heaven ia lis wi'tith ever raise up such a set 
to delude, cheat, and destroy a sensible people before in the history of the 
world ? Has tliere been one promise or prophecy made to the people be- 
fore the war that has been fulRlIed since the war, or that is likely to be 
fulfilled hcieafler? Tea, thei'e is one; ntiil that was the prediction of Bob 
Toombs, who foretold in the Semite of the United States " that the dny 
was not distant when he would be able to call the voll of his staves at the 
foot of Bunker Hill Monnment." Verily, he blundei'cd npon the trnth, 
provided he can get Mr. Lincoln la collect tliem together, and then grant 
him! permission to go to Bnnkcr Hill Monument for the purpose of calling 
tlie roll ; from present indications, it is certain they will be more conven- 
ient to that point than they will be to his cotton estates in Georgia. 

One word more upon the subject of the Emancipation Proclamation, 
nnd I drop it. The emancipation of the slaves is, as it appears to mc, 
bnt the beginning of the end ; the solntion of the difficulty is yet to como, 
and, I confess, it is fai- beyund my capacity to viock ont a satisfaetoiy I'e- 
sult. Wliat is to become of tJie tour millions of slaves that arc to be set 
free on this continent after the war is over? Will they be permitted to 
spread themselves over the now free states, and .bring their labor in com- 
petition with the free while labor of the cotmtry, and yet live in safely 
and peace? I do not believe it. Will they be permitted to remain in 
the Southern States in a slate of freedom after those states shall liave re- 
sumed their legislative rights as states in the Union? Wo man who 
knows any thing of the wild spirit and temper of the Sontharn Democra- 
cy can dream of it? Can they be colonized in anch numbers and sent 
ont of the country? It will be a most gigantic undertaking, and one that 
is not likely to be realized in any remarkable time; and if it could bo 
clone eventnally, what is to be their condition until it is done? Between 
you and myself, I venture to predict that the day will como when the lar- 
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ger portion of (hem will ivish a thousand times over to be restored to 
their former condition. I do not say this in nnj poMoal sense. I am 
not giving expression to mj feelings, bnt to my judgment. As Mr. Wil- 
lougiiby Noivton would say, ' ' These are the re/lections and deductions of a 
relii-ed polilical philosopher )" but as his predictions were so far from ful- 
Jlllment, so may mine be aiso; but I tbinknot. According to hie philosO' 
phy, Norfollc was at once, npon secession, to become the great emporium 
of a Southern empire, and Virginia would become the most powerful 
etaie in the world, and in twelve months her whole fortunes would he 
rcTolutionizod. Well, I can not, in justice to Mr, Newton, deny this lat- 
ter conclusion, but it is somewhat after the manner of Mr. Toombs's pre- 
diction about his slaves; this "retired philosopher" also predicted that 
thoidoBof a civil war, upon a dissolution of the Union, was a "chimera," 
bat if there should be, that twelve intrepid Virginians wonld put it down. 
And it was such puerile nonsense as this that was listened to with admi- 
ration by a convention of bearded Democrats, and it was snoh arguments 
as these that carried Virginia out of the Union, as far us they could carry 
it^ and brought such untold and unnumbered calamities on her people. 

I have seen a, great deal too, in the management of the wai', that I do 
not approve, the proper solution of which I am not stire I did not see this 
very night in a speech delivered by a "Miss Dickinson" in the hall of the 
House of Eepresentativea, in which she stated, in the presence of Mr. 
Lincoln, that at the beginning of the wai-, out ofsome two hundred and 
twenty odd ofBcers appointed to the army, two hundred and seven of them 
were from the Democratic party. If this were so, no doubt a large num- 
ber of them were of the Copperhead school, and that would account for n 
great deal that has oecnrred; but bofoi-e I saw that statement I did not 
attribute the mismanagement so much to Mr. Lincoln as I did to others. 
Yon have had, in my judgment, a mistaken policy controlling the le^sla- 
tiou of Congress, ospecially in retaining that feature in the Enrolment Act 
which authorizes the snhstitntion of money for men, when it is men and 
not money that is required for closing up the war, which has already 
lasted mnch longer than it should have done. 

There is another matter ahout which 1 think Mr. Lincoln has made two 
great mistakes, and those are to he found in his recent Amnesty Proclama- 
tion. I^rst, he has set no limit to the time within which one in arms 
against the government may come in and claim the benefit of its pro- 
visions. As it stands now, they may continue in arms for one, two, throe, 
or five years, if the war sboold last so long, and then, when at last over- 
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powei'ed, they may claim (he henefit of the pardon. Secondly, I regi'et 
that thoso desiring to avnil themselves of its beaefita should have been 
required to swear to support ihe Emancipation Proclamation, simply be- 
cause it can do no good, and will do harm ; for whenever a man comes in 
to eldm the benefit of the amnesty, and means to support the Constitu- 
tion and the laws of the United States, he would mean to take the govern- 
ment as he found it, and would never tliinlc of offering resistance to the 
proclamation, while ns it is, it fitrnishes a weapoa in the hands of tlie 
leaders lo excite the prejudices of the ignorant; and where one will como 
in under the proclamatjon as it is, three or, perhaps, five would have come 
if that portion of the oath had hoenleft out; however, this is mere matter 
of opinion, but one in which 1 think I can not be mistalten. 

Now, then, yon have my opinion upon some of the main features of Mr, 
Lincoln's character and administration, and, upon the whole, I conclude 
that, in the langtmge of the Book of Common Prayer, Mr. Lincoln "has 
done those things that ho ought not to have done, and has left undone 
those things that he ought to have done ;" yet that he is iionest, patriotic, 
and indefatigable in what he conceives to be his duties, and in his efforts 
to bring the war to n speedy and successful issne; that he is entitled to 
the gratitude of the people of the Worth, and has established stixing claims 
upon their confidence nnd support ; and I think I hazard nothing in say- 
ing that if I bad a vote it should be given to Mr. Lincoln in preference to 
any man that is likely to be brought out against him. And as for a Cop- 
pevheaded Democrat, I would ns soon think of voting for the hones of old 
John Brown, as they lay mouldering in the grave, as for one of those men 
whose primary object it is to restore to power that party whieh is respons- 
ible for all our troubles, as a condition for a restoration of tho Union; 
nnd upon my soul, I religionsly believe that if svich a thing were probable 
as that the South ooald detach herself from tho Union, having the Sorth 
for a hostile neighbor, as they nssnredly would, that the SoQth would 
present a scene of impovei'ished, helpless misery, for which it would ba 
difficult to find a parallel in any quarter of the globe where civilization 
exists, and that the oonntiy would become depopulated and ahandoneil. 
In five year's there would be another exodus such as we I'ead of in the 
Book of Books. 

I have prepared for the press a history of this war for thirty years be- 
fore it broke out, which I think, as the few friends who have seen it all 
think, is one of the most important and interesting documents that has ap- 
peared in our histoij. Thero is one thing that attaches peculiar value 
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nnd iiitorest to it, and that is, that tliere is iid other person in the connti'y 
that could write it who would write it. No Northern man Itnows what my 
political and social intereoavEe with Southern Demociacj, and all the po- 
litical events of the last thirtj-five years in which I have taken an active 
pnrt enables me to know. No man, I thinl;, has kept a mora complete rec- 
ord of events during that period than I have done; and there is no South- 
ern Democrat who knows all that I know of their pai'poses and designs 
that would not, if he couliJ, cover up nnd cancel what it is my <Iesire and 
purpose lo lay before the world. It has been ready since the &11 of 1861, 
at which tjnio it was written, bat it can not be pnblishecl, under the cir- 
cmnstances that surround me. I wait for a more pt:opitioiia season ; but 
if it ever sees the light, ns I hope it will, it will etartJe those who have 
been dnped and swindled as never were people dnped and swinilled be- 
fore in any ago or countiy ; for then it will be seen thnt slavery had noth- 
ing to do with this war farther than that from the time of the adoption of 
the"twonty-fiiEtrule,"attlia instigation of Mr. Calhoun, it has been used 
as an instrument and n lever for the accomplishment of another purpose, 
which was the perpetuationof their own power trader a. Southern Confed- 
eracy whenever they found they could not retain it under the Pederal 
government ; but neither the extension of slavery, nor rights in the terri- 
tories, nor fugitive slave laws, nor security of the property nor the inter- 
ests of slavery were in any other sense involred in this controvery. 

2d. It will be seen that at the time of the breaking out of the rebellion 
it was no part of the purpose of the leaders to dissolve the Union, or to 
strike for separation and Southern independence. So extensive had been 
their plan of operations during the adminisllation of Mr. Bnchannn, not 
only with the great body of leading Demoecata in the North, who were 
pledged to eome to their assistance, snstained as they were by the Secre- 
taries of the Treasary, War, Navy, and Interior Departments, ivitli a large 
number of oflieeis of the army and navy, that they strnck for higher 
game ; and the purpose was to seize upon the capital of the nation, take 
possession of the archives of the government, get control of the treasury, 
army, navy, etc., and, in the langnage of Mr. President Davis, to " make 
tile Norlh smell Soalliera povider andjeel Soutliern steel," and in the lan- 
guage of Mr. Secretary Walker, on the night of the fall of Sumter, to 
"float the flag of the Confederate government Jrom iAe Qqiitol in WasMng' 
ion in ihirti/ days ;" and the Watchword was lo have been, in the langnage 
of Mr. Vice-president Stephens, " On to Washington.'" "Onto Washing- 
ion!" "On to Washington!" and of this plan of operations I myself iu- 
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formei! Mr. lincolii about tlio 8tli or 10th of April, 18G1 ; and this not only 
was io liavE been, but would Imye been tbe programme, but for tho impet- 
uosity of the leaders in the Virginia ConTeiition, who through their agent, 
Mr. Kogec A. Pryor, urged an immediate aEsault upon Fort Sumter, 
with the assurance that apon tho firing of the first gun Virginia would go 
out. Before thia assurance they acted ; bat it so startled and excited the 
Hoi'th that the leaders in tliat locality were paralyzed, and dared not 
come up to the work (o wMeh they were committed ; and thus was the 
war, which was originally designed to ho carried on in the Northern 
States alone, tramfetrod to the hearth-stoncB of those who hnd Itindled 
the conflagrBtiou ; and if Mr. Lincoln's proclamation of the 16th of April, 
1S61, had hcon postponed for three days, a rebellion against the Vir^^nm 
Contention and the authorities of the state wonld have commenced in 
Richmond ; hut then the proclamation came just in the nick of time to af- 
ford the Union men in the Conrention, who had already become thurongh- 
ly intimidated by tho outside pressure of the moh — a pretext for passing 
the Ordin.ince of Secession. Oh, the bisloiy of this whole afiair is rich 
and startling from beginning to end! 

I see quite a struggle is going on in Washington and through the pub- 
lic press as to the status the states ai'e to occupy after the war is over ; 
some .contending that they must be held ns territories, and that 1^ the 
rebellion of the leaders and public authorities they have lost their charao- 
lei: as states, end this it is proposed should bs declared by law. We all 
know how territories may by law be converted into states, but the process 
ofconTerlingbylawasiato into a territoiyis a new problem that! confess 
I do not comprehend. I can understand how it is if John Letcher and 
Billy Smith (lata and present governor), or the membei's of the Conyen- 
lion, with Congress and the State Legislature, all turn traitors, that iJieg 
incur the forfeiture and penalties of treason, and thus alienate themselves 
from the government of tho United States, but how they can by a viola- 
tion of the law and tho Constitution annihilate tho exisleneo of the state, 
and force the loyiil men of the state ont of the Union, I do not under- 
stand, nor can it, to my comprehension, be established, otherwise than by a 
recognition of the right of secession in its broadest aense. If Virginia is 
not now a member oftlieUnion,whenandhowdid sho cease to be so? The 
answer mnst be, on the 17th of April, ISGl, and by the Ordinance of Se- 
cession ; then if it is acknowledged that sho was no longer in the Union, 
it must be conceded that she had a right to go out. And it necessarily 
follows that liicro was no right on the part of tho Federal government to 
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enforce the Inws in a state tliat did not form a part of the Union, and it 
would also follow that if the esislence of tlie state was annihilated hy an 
ordinance of aecesdon passed by a conyention representing a lairroriii/ of 
thepeoph, as was the case m this state, then it would not have been com- 
petent ox IcgiUmite for the people constituting a tiKgority of (Se state to 
have called another contention, and to have repndinted the action of the 
fii-st. 

But, again, if Vnginia ceased on the 17th of April, IS61,tobe a state 
in the Union, then the citizens of the state ceased to owe allegiance to n 
government of which they did not constitute a pai% how, then, could any 
citizen ba conTieted of treason that has since taken up arms against the 
United States? Atid what becomes of the Act of Confiscation? If the. 
state is no longer in the Union, then this is aybwijn and not a d,vil war, 
and there can be no confiscation of property, for confiscation applies only 
to traitors, and there can bo no traitors and no confiscation wlere there 

I conclude, therefore, that the revolted or rebellious states are still states 
in the Union, and are only struggling to get out, in accordance with the 
declaration that they would not remain in, and that they can not bo out 
until they sncoeed in establishing by arms what they have declai'cd upon 

Such arguments and deductions as those of Mr. Sumner and others are 
derived from the passions and not the jndgments of those who use them ; 
Ihey involve the most important principles, and cover gronnds that should 
be well and maturely considered before they are adopted, 

I am very truly yom-s, John M. Bona. 



On the I2th of February, 1866, 1 received a letter from Hon, John A. 
Gilmer, then a member of the Contedei'ate Congress from North Carolina, 
appealing to meinbehalfofanumberof the membora of Congress to repair 
to Washington and endeavor to effect terms of peace on a basis suggested 
in, bis letter, to which I mado tho following reply ; 

Culpepper Coanfj, Febraaiy 13, 13SS. 
Him.JoHBA. Gii,HEn: 
My dear Sir, — Owing to the snow-stonn of the 7th, al! mail com- 
munication with this county has been siispcndod until within the last two 
days, consequently your letter of tho 6th did not reach me until yesterday. 
I have given due attention to your several sng^eations touching my go- 
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ing to Woshiugton, jour basis of terms for putting an end to tlie war, 
etc., and, with all duo respect, I proceed to give you my views upon tliem, 
and to point out some of the obstacles in the wny of their accomplishment 
that it seems to me must loom up witli transparent light to every impartial 
and unprejudiced eye. 

With respoct to my going to Washingtoa, it is only oecessBiy to say, 
fii'st, that I have no means of getting thei'e, snd secondly, that I have no 
authority or pass to go. Butifliueie to go, it could nccomplish no good; 
Urat, because I could not recommend your plan of adjustment, looking (o 
a separation of the South from the North, when there is not and never 
has been a slmde of doubt resting on my mind that the very worst con- 
dition of things that coold befall the Soutii, and more ospeciidly the Bor- 
der States of the South, would be a separation, with the North aa a hostile 
neighbor, as she assuredly would be, which would lead to constant and 
never-ending warfare, and the necessity for regular standing armies, 
which, if we are to judge from the experience of the past, would be qnite 
as destructive as the armies of the North. Calamitous and ruinous bs 
this war has been, from my inmost soul I believe a, separation from the 
Hovth, with two peoples so immediately contignous to each other, and with 
the bitterness of feeling that would be perpetuated under separate organ- 
izations, would prove to be even moceroinous and deplorable than the war 
itself has been, and that has left the Southern country little else than a 
general gi'ave-yard or a desolate waste. 

Bnt if I could entertain other views upon this subject, and adopt those 
presented in your letter, I have no idea that they would receive a. respects 
fnl consideration either from the administration of Mr. Lincoln or any 
portion of the people of the Mbtth, the whole mass of whom hare become 
Abolitioniaed by the events of tliis war. Rely npon it, Mr. Gilmer, there 
is no peace party in the North that baa ever lent a serious ear to the idea 
of separation; and all appearance to the contrary during the last year 
was nothing but a piece of political iaggUry, adopted with the hope of 
restoring the Democracy to powei'. Whatever else may be done, there 
are two things that the North am never afford to do. The first is, to rec- 
ognize secession and disunion, under any disguise ; and tJie other is, to 
.repudiate its public debt. No, sir; from the moment that our once glo- 
rious old Union Whig party "refageed," and Hcked from under it the 
platform of its own erection, as a guide for presidential incumbents, to 
wit, " The Union, the Cmstitation, and the enfohcemeni of tbb iawb," 
it was taken up as something worthy of preservation, and adopted with 
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entire unanitnity by all parties in tin Nortli, with a 
maintain it in better faitii than did those who first adopted it and then 
spat Dpon it at the dictation of the coirnpt and profligate Doniocracy, who 
gave ns timely notice that we s/ioald be hitched on and dragged in to tho 
feast of rnin they were preparing for alt in eommon ; and ao strong and 
unirerBsl has this sentiment of the Uaioa and the eBforcentent of the laics 
become throughout the Norcb, that you may rest assnred that if Mr. Lin- 
coln were to entci'tain the proposition for a moment of recognizing a for- 
eign government that would run up to the banks of the Potomac, and 
within a mile of their capital, he would run gi'eat risk of being lorn to 
pieces alive by men of all parties in the North. I speak of these things 
as fads, as I know them to exist. 

I do not know what value may be attached to my opinions now, but 
certain it is that I have had no desire to obtrude them npon anyone since 
this war broke' ont; for on more occasions than one, when they would 
have been of service to those with whom my own interests and liappinesa 
were entirely identified, they were repudiated and denounced. But your 
letter invites it, and I proceed to say : 

From the day of the first battle of Manassas, if not from tlie time of 
the bombardment of Fort Sumter, I have regarded all compromises at an 
end ; and that when the minority in the South madly broke cp old com- 
promisDs and repadialed all new ones, and thus brought up the issue, 
whether the absolute control of the government should bo esercised by 
the minority or majority, that the fata of the Sonth was sealed ; and I 
said GO at the time, nnless the people woa]d discard their treacherous 
leaders and return to that spirit of conciliation which had controlled their 
fathers in the foiiriation of the government. And as this has not been 
done, I have looked upon all attempts at negotiation as a useless con- 
sumption of time. I have, therefore, been satisfied from the first that 
there could be no peace but a coiiqaei-ed peace ; that there conld bo no ne- 
gotiations but at tlio cannon's mouth ; and that the only negotiators lliat 
could be recognised were those already appointed by Iheii' reispeelive gov- 
oroments, General Grant and General Leo, and to their ultimata arbitra- 
ment all would b« compelled to submit at last. How it is likely the mat- 
ter will be adjusted under their negotiations, your means of information 
are at least as good as mine, though possibly we may draw different con- 
clusions from the present and the past. Any other peace tlian such as I 
have described would be a dclnsion and a cheat, which would not last 
much longer than it would take to mnkc it. 
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My opinions of the result of this war were formed long — very long be- 
fore it commenced — and have heen often liiid bafoi-o the public in a voice 
of wnrning to avoid it, but they were of no avail ; but those opinions have 
never, under any success or defeat of either party, varied or wavered for 
asiogls moment, and I have never donbtod that the torms now offoced, 
of absolute and unconditional recognition of the authority of tie Federal 
government, .and of the supremacy of its laws, could alone lead to peace; 
and it appeal's to me that the only quefition to be detennined is, whether 
they should he accepted at once, or postponed until they are forced upon 
you by still farther loss of life, sacrifice of property, and additional humil- 
iatJon and defeat. As fbr all this villainpns trash in the didly press, and 
not unfl'eqnently to be found in the halls of legislation, about snJijui/alion, 
Northern masters, and Southern mMle slaves, spoHatian and distribution of 
oar lands among the foreigners and blacks in the army, which may servo 
to keep up a war spirit and a feverish passion among a few who are de- 
laded by it ; and as for all the f EU'or that certain oMdals may get up 
among their followers in the city by their public barangues, lot me assm'e 
you that it lias no effect upon the country, whose Bubstanco has been eat- 
en up, and whoso patriotism has subsided and given way to empty and 
hungry stomachs. They are for peace, and will not stop to inquiro inl« 
terms whenever it is offered to them. The people have seen and know 
that among the leaders of this rebellion there has heen, from first to last, 
nothing bat miscalculation upon miscalculation, and blunder upon blan- 
der, with every promise and prediction falsified, until they have lost all 
confidence in their calculadons, promises, and predictions, and they see 
loo many stragglers that are daily leaving the ai'my with a determination 
never to bo when back to it alive, not to know something of its absolute 
demoralization and disorder. 

Believe me, Mr. Gilmer, when I tell you that the feeling of the people 
is that the lives of their sons, brothers, and friends will be uselessly sacri- 
ficed by a farther prosecution of tiiis war; and if the Confederate authori- 
ties do not believe it, let it be submitted to a fair and untrammeled vote 
of the ai'my and the people to decide it. 

If the ruling men could see the matter in this light, then, in addition to 
the blood that might be saved, they woald find a strong incentive to an 
carty peace in the fact that, by prompt action in the Southern States, 
they might yet defeat the Amendment to the Constitution in prohibition 
of slavery. By a general vote in all the states, which can not bo had 
during the war, Virginia, North Carolina, Sonth Carolina, Floi-ida, Geor- 
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f;m, Alabama., Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Kcntnctv mieht be car- 
rieJ against it, and thnE defeat ttie measure; and if it had been niada 
last ffJl, and the Soutberii States Iiad been represented in Congress, livo 
thirds of the two houses could not baTe been obtained in its faror. So 
far na I am personally concerned, I have become qnite indifferent fo its 
defeat Througii the instrumentality of the sceossienists I have iost all 
my most valnable eJares. What remain to mo aro a groat eonvenieneo, 
but dreadfully expensire, and very wortliless, as far as llieir labor is con- 
comod. 

As to prolonging the war by arming tlia negroes to fight against their 
own race and their own kindred, who come to offer them immodiato an3 
unconditional frei^dom, to my mind it betrays a want of insight into the 
natural instincts of the human heart, as well as n degree of wild fanati- 
cism and insanity that has had no parallel in modem times; even if they 
were willing to fight against what thej have been taught to believe were 
their rights and interests, how mill you manage to feed two hundred thon- 
sand negroes, wilb blookade-rnnning suspended and rail communication 
with the more Southern Stales cut off, as it is sure to be, when you can 
barely make out to feed your present army, and then only by reducing 
the people to a state of starvation? If over there was an occasion when 
the old Latin maxim of " Quem dess imU," etc., could apply, I think it 
must be this. Sat did joii ever see a willing negro worker with a short 
allowance of bread ? If you have, your experience does not accord with 
mine. They can not and will not stand hunger and privation as the 
white soldier, who lives half his time on hope, and pride, ssaA lore of 
glory; and as sure as tho experiment is made, just as sure will their arms 
bo turned against you at the first opportunity that olTcM. 

Moreover, mark what I tell yon. If you put negroes in the field as 
soldiers, they must be put on equality with yonr while soldiers, for that is 
l3ie condition of those they are expected to meet in the ranks of your op- 
ponents ; and this will demoralise the army ten times more than it is al- 
ready, and it will afford a pretext to thousands and thousands Toho oahj 
jEont one-to gait, to lay down their arms and desert to tho enomy, or re- 
turn to their homes, upon the plea that they did not engago in tliis war 
to estabMah the equality of the negro or for the abolition of slaveiy, but 
against both ; and if this had become a government of Abolitionists, it 
coald have no claims upon them. Mai'k this well, I bog you. 

And now, Mr. Gilmer, let me ask you to look this question full in the 
face as it really stands. It has been said that no man ever played the 
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game o( " solitaiit" that did not cheat himself ; and it appeal's tome that 
this game of war is like the game of "so?i((m«," at which every bofly has 
tiied to cheat himself first, antl then ehea.t bis neighbors ; it is time this 
was dona with, and men looked at things as they really are. 

Four years ago your Vice-president, Mr. Stephens, said in the Georgia 
Convendoo, ' ' "WTien we and our posterity shall see our lovely South des- 
olated by the demoti war, which tiiis act of yours wiil inevilably invite 
nnd call fortli, when oni green fields of waving harvest shall bo trodden 
down by the mmfderons soldiery and fiery car of war sweeping over our 
land, onr temples of justice laid in ashes, all the honors and desolation 
ot war upon ns, who bat this Convention, will be held responsible for it ? 
And who hut him who shall have given his vote for this unwise nnd ill- 
timed measure, as I honestly think and believe, shall bo held to sMiet ac- 
count foi- this suicidal act by the present genernljon, and probably cursed 
and execrated by posteiily for all coming time for the wide and desola- 
ting rnio that will inevitably follow this act you now propose to perpetn- 
ate ? Pause, I entreat you, and conaider for a moment what I'easonB jon 
can give that will even satisfy yourselves in calmer momenta. What rea- 
sons can yon give to yonr fellow-snfferers in the calamity it will bring 
upon ns ? What reasons can you give to the nations of the earth to just- 
ify it? They will be the calm and deliberate judges in the case, and 
what cause or overt act can you natae or point to on which to rest the 
plea of justification ? What right has the North assailed ? What inter- 
est ofthe South has been invaded? What justice has been denied? And 
what claim, founded injustice and right, has been withheld? Can either 
of you to-day name one governmental act of wrong, deliberately and pur- 
posely done by the government at Washington, of which the South has a 
right to complain ? I challenge the answer. 

"Leaving out of view for the present the countless millions of dollars 
yon must expend in a war with the North; with tens of thousands of 
yonr sons and bi'others slain in battle, and offered up as sacrifices upon 
the altar of yont ambition — and for what, we ask again ? Is it for the 
overthrow of the American government, established by onr common an- 
cestry, cemented and built up by their sweat and blood, and founded on 
the broad principles o{ right, jaslics, and Auijianiij? And, as such, I must 
declare here, as I have often done before, and which has been repeated by 
the greal^t and wisest statesmen and patriots of this and other lands, 
that it is the best ond freest government, the most equal in its tights, 
the most just in its decisions, the most lenient ir 
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most aspiring in ils principlos to elevalo the race of men that the Eim of 
Ilearcn over shono upon. How fov you to iittempt to overthrow sucli a 
goTemraent as this, under which, we have lived for move thau tlivee quar- 
ters of a century, in which we haye giUned our wealth, our Etandiiig as a 
nation, onr domestic safety, while the elements of peril arc around ns, 
witli peace and tranquillity, accompanied with unboumled prospeiitj and 
rights anaasailed, is the height of madness, folly, and utickedaess, to which 
I can neither lend my sanction not my vote." 

Such was the language, and such the testimony of Ihis high ofacml, 
who was within three weeks from that time, and now is the Vice-presi- 
dent of the Southern Confederacy; and it was at such a time, and under 
sncSi circumstances that the South entered npon this war against the 
United States, then as now, and noto as lien, the richest and most powerful 
nation on the face of the gloha, and before which, as your own papevs al- 
most dai]y assure us, both Trance and England now stand trembling in 
their shoes. 

Pour years ago, then, the South commenced this war for the eetabliab- 
ment of their independence, and for four years has it been carried ore 
with alternate victory and defeat ; but now, at the expiration of these fonr 
years, ask yourself the questions, first. What advances have been made to- 
ward the accomplishment of the end? T&e^ have invaded your tomtorj', 
and i/oK liave invaded theirs. How many of their stales have you taken, 
and how many of yours have they taken ? What portion of their territo- 
ry do yon hold, and what portion of joars do they hold? IIoiv many of 
their native population have you killed or disabled, and how many of your 
native population have they killed or disabled ? (Some idea of this may 
be formed from tlie fact that the rote at the Presidential election Inst 
fall was every where larger than it was in 18G0 before the war, and that 
the vote ot the entire Army of tie Potomac was only some eighteen thoa- 
sand, showing that an overwhelming proportion of (hat army is composed 
of nnnatnraiized foreigners and negroes.J How near a state of exhaus- 
tion are their materials for war, and how near are Joni's, when you have 
to rely upon arming the slaves to fight against those who come to set 
them free ? 

Draw tliis contrast, and then ask yourself the one other question, wheth- 
er the Southern Confederacy is in a condition to prosecute this war to a 
snocessfal issue with a government whose resources ai'e scarcely half de- 
veloped, notwithstanding what may have been said to the conti-ary? 
There hna not been, and mill not be a real anxiety for an immediate peace 
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at tlio North until this whole slavevy question can be forevEr settled. 
Toav relations with the government of the tfaited States at one time 
ought to enable you to know what its resources are when all its energies 
are pnt forth for their ileyelopment, sihich Ikaom (and for reasons that I 
coald giro you) have never yet been exercised. Now if, upon review of 
the actual situation, you can persuade yourselves that there is a reasona- 
ble prospect of ultimate success, then there may be some justification for 
a farther trial at arms ; iiut if no such reasonable hope can be indulged, 
then, ill my opinion, it is both wicked and criminal to piosecute iho war 
any fai'ther at the bidding of those men who would sacrifice what is left 
of the country to take the chance of saving themselves. 

Ton must hnve observed one thing— that those men who would adopt 
a anirersal system of abolition have no slares to set free ; that those who 
would set fire to the cities on the approach of the enemy have no housca 
to bum ; tliat those who would die in the last ditch, and live on roots and 
ben'ies in the mountains, are the men who do not talce their places in the 
ranks of the army ; anci tliose who would take all the cotton, tobacco, and 
gold in the countiy for the use of the government, have neither cotton, 
nor tobacco, nor gold to be taken ; these are not Ihe men wlio have the 
tallest stake in the country, and are not tlio men who should control it ; 
and, as far as Congress is concerned, they pass their conscript laws, their 
impressment bills, and levy their taxes, when a majoiity of that hody not 
only have no consiitnencies upon whom tlieir laws can opernte, but who 
are not tliemselves subject to the provisions oftheu^ own laws, even to 
the payment of a tax thai they unconstitutionally, fraudulently, and im- 
pudently impose upon others. 

What conscript officers, what impressment agents, and what tax-gath- 
erers have yon in Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Western Virginia, and otlier portions of the South? And what light 
have a body of refugees, who have neither constituents nor homes to 
which they dare go, to assemble in BichmOnd and keep us in an eternal 
war to save themselves from harm and find themselves a homo at the 
public eBpensB. 

It is sapposed that because the people are afraid to speak out that they 
do not grumble and complain of this, or that it has not weakened their 
confidence in the authorities by which thoy are oppressed ? If so, let me 
assure yon it is a woeful mistake. 

I have written to you freely, and in a spirit of confidence and friend- 
ship, and marked it priBaie, because I have no opinions for public use, 
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which would only sobjeot mo to unmeaanred deimnciatioii and abuse by 
tliOBe who have every thing to gain, imd nothing to lose by a continuation 
of the war ; but if I were n member of the Confederate Congress, these 
are the -views I would enlarge and enforce, because I fenow ihey repre- 
sent the views and feelings of seven tenths of the people of this slaEe, who 
think the cxpetiment of aeparalu independenee is a failui*e, and has been 
cai'ried quite far enough, but among whom are tliose who would be tho 
first to cry out "treason" nntil they knew they were safe in proclaiming 
their true and honest sentiments — if fliere is any honesty left in them. 
I am very respectfully and truly yours, 

John M. Boits. 



The oatli required (by the Act of 1862) to be administered to all officers 
of the Federal government, but which is more generally known as the 
congressional testoath, has given rise to a good deal of feeling in the 
South, and its constitndonalily has been aBaailed with some bitterness, 
especially by those against whom it operates, and who are thereby disap- 
pointed in their confident anticipations of being able to slide o«i of office 
in one government inlo office nnder another, and, like other v/eak vessels, 
be kept "eioht bide up with cabe" all tlie time. 

In regard to this question a nuiuber of gentlemen of intelligence and 
respectability did me t!ie honor to seek my views, which will be found in 
the following conespondenoe ; 

Chmlotteeville, Beptejnbcr E, 1SC5. 
Hon.JoiraM.IioTTfl: 

Duiic SlJl, — Tho undersigned voters of the county of Albemaiie, sin- 
cerely desirous of being represented in the nest Congress of the United 
States, naturally feel much anxiety as to the probable effect upon their 
chances of representation of the congressional lest-onth. 

■We are not unmindful of the grave questions that may be raised as to 
tho power of one Congress to bind another hy the prescription of tests of 
memberahip, or the still higher question as to the right of (hat body to 
add to the constitutional teats of eligibility ; but She crisis is one of too 
much moment to authorize as to trust oor deai-ost rights and interests to 
a favoTable solution of these problems, and we therefore deem it expedi- 
ent to seek for some explicit information in regard to tJiem, 

Confiding in your judgment of pnblic affairs, and your facilities for a 
fuller knowledge of the probable course of events than we possess, we re- 
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spectfully ask your opinion as to the chiiiiceg of the repeal or relaxation 
of the existing teat-oa,t!i in favor of Southern delegates. 

Wo know full well that, in the peculiar ciroumstancea of oux- case, ina- 
bility to lake the congressional oath may well consist with the most thor- 
ough loyalty ; but this may not be enough for those who hare our dostinj 
in their hands, and we do not want to throw our votas away. 
Very respectfully, your obedient eorvants, 

W. H. SOUTHALL, G. PliiirtOK, 

Jambs H. BuRmer, Thomas Wood, 

J. J. BowoocK, Tha GAaaETT, 

WiLLiiii T. Early, C. H. Pkice, 

T. W. Wood. 

Auburn, nearBcanflj- Station, Stptember 12, 16G5. 

GiiNTLEMBK,— Your lettoi" of the Bth was not received until the 8th, in 
which yaa tisk my opinions on the several points therein contained touch- 
ing the elections and qualifications of members to the next Congi'ess. 

The presence of a houseful of visilorSj togctiier with a correspondence 
with which I am literally overwhelmed, and which it would require half 
a dozen secretaries to keep op with, has, until this moment, put it out of 
my power to give you an answer. Each of the points presented, and nil 
of which I have seen raised hy one or more of the candidates who offer 
thek services to the country, are, 1 think, not well taken, and ace of plain, 
clear, and easy solution. 

lEt. As to the power of one Congress to bind another Congress by the 
prescriplioD of tests of membei'ship. 

B is (iiificnit to perceive under what strange delusion the idea could 
have arisen that one Congress could not bind a, succeeding Congi'ess by 
any law it might choose to pass until that law was either repealed by the 
succeeding Congress or pronounced nnconslitutionBl by the proper judl- 
dal tribunals of the country. If Congress can not bind its successors, then 
wo should have no laws beyond the period for which Congress was elect- 
ed, and tJiere would be an absence of all law until each was re-enacted 
by the succeeding Congi-ess. And if this he trae, which no man can 
deny, in what consists the difference between this and any other law? 
Even if it be admitted to be nnconstituijonal, still it is the law of the 
land nntil repealed or declared null and void by the tribunals eonstitnted 
for that purpose. And tlie next question is. Is tlie act of July 3, 1862, 
requiring each member of Congress to take iJie oath therein prescribed 
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before lie Bhnll be admitted to pai'ticipale in the Legislature of tbe coun- 
tvy, in violation of any prorision of the Constitution? Ithiakitis cleailj', 
dlBtinotly, and unquestionably within the eonstitutional power of Congresa 
to require this oath to be adraiuiBtered to every member of the body. 

It is not pretended that there is any provision of the Constitntion in 
terms forbidding it ; but it is assamed that, because the wise men of the lust 
century who made the Constitntion deemed it essential to require certain 
qualifications which should in no wise be overlooked or dispensed with, 
Each as that no one should be permitted to participate in the Legislature 
of the country who was not of a certain age, and a citizen of the United 
States for a certain period, and an inhabitant of the state at the time of 
election, and who sllouJd be bound by oath or affirmation to support the 
Constitution, that therefore it was intondod to forbid all who might come 
aSeT them from availing themselves of the right to imposo such other con- 
ditions and qualifications as the experience and wisdom of their success- 
ors might prove to he judicious and necessary ; such is not my reading of 
the Constitntion, such is not my judgment of the purposes of those great 
and wise men who were framing for ns a form of government which they 
declai'ed to be, and intended skouM be perpetual. 
Wliat is the language of the Constitution ? 

"The senators and repi'esenlatives before mentioned, and the mem- 
bers of the State Legislatoi-es, and all executire nnd judicial officers, Lotli 
of the United States and the sevei-al states, shall be bound by oath or af- 
firmstion to support this Constitntion ; but no religious lest-oath shall be 
required its a qualification to any public trust under the United Stales." 

Here, then, is to be found the prohibition, and the only prohibition on 
the action of Congress— that no re&^joiis test-oath shall be required. If 
it liad been intended that Congress should preswibe no other oath than 
that to support llie Constitution, is it not patent to all men's minds that 
they woa]d have said bo in terms ? The true reading of this provision, as 
it seems to me, is that Congress may pi'escribe such other qualificalJODS 
as their wisdom and expevience may hereafter snggest ; butdiey shall not 
omit this one all-important oath to support the Constitntion, and they shall 
not prescribe any reUgious test-oath for members of Congress and othei's. 

Again, if this clause of the Constitntion is construed as fixing the only 
qualification that can be required for members of Congress, it equally ap- 
plies to the state executive, to all members of the State Legislature, aud 
to all jndidal officers in the states, for they are all embraced in the same 
claose, and the same provision is made for each ; and as this is declared 



..Google 



APPENDIX. 331 

to be the supreme Inw of tlielacd, any thing in the Constitnlion or laws of 
any state 10 the contrary notwithstanding, it would neoeasarilj' follow tllat 
no other qualification could bo nttached to any of the state officers enu- 
merated ; and if it is to be inferred that this was intended as a limitation 
on the power of Congress over the qualification of its members, it is eqaally 
to he inferred that it was a limitation on the powers of a state, either by 
law or Constitudon, to impose any other qualification upon the legislative, 
executive, and judicial officers of the states. Where, then, did the fram- 
ers of the Slate Constitution of 1830 derive the power to require that a 
senator or delagate should be of the ages, respectively, of thirty and twen- 
ty-five yeai-5, and nn actual resident anifreeliclder of the district or coun- 
ty, etc., that they represented? And from what soni'ce did they devive 
the right to confer upon the Legislature the power to require any elected 
member Ki swear- that he had not fought a diiel, or sent or accepted a 
challenge to fight a duel, etc. ? "Where would the d'amers of any State 
Constitution get the power to limit the time of a judge to a certain age, 
and say he should not be capable of holding such office aftet he had 
reached the age of seventy ? 

Bat again, in another article of tiie Constitution, it is declared that 
" each House of Congress shall be the judge of the elecdoiis, returns, and 
qnalifications of its own members" — that is to say, they may prescribe 
ickea and lioui they shall be elected, and what leluma may be vequived, 
and what qualifications may bo established, except that they may not bo 
required to conform to anyreUgioiss t^st-oath. But the power is also given 
to Congress to expel a memhpr. If, then, the House can expel one that 
has already been admitted to his seat for accepting a briho, for the com- 
mission of any infamous ofFenaa, for peijury, murder, arson, or treason, 
why may they not also exclude Jima taking a seat any wlio have been 
guilty of the same offunse ? And if certain parties labor under suspicion 
of having been guilty of bribery, peijuiy, mnrder, arson, or treason, why 
may they not be reqiiked to purge themselves of this suspicion before they 
are allowed to take a seat ? It is ridiculous and absnrd to say that a per- 
son having committed one or all of these offenses must first be admitted, 
and then on the moment, and at the instant, he may ho expelled. The 
very fact that Congress is empowered hy the Constitution to expel for 
cause establishes theh right to affix a qualification or qualifications other 
than those already prescribed by the instrument itself, and it must be clear 
to all reflecting men that the same qualification for holding a seat may be 
prcscribod for taking a seal in the first instance. 
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You next ask my opinion as lo tho cliances of tlia repeal or relaxation 
of the test-oath in favor of Southern delegates, to which I respond, that I 
hare seen or lieaid notliing that would lead me to snppose there was the 
[east possibiSii/ eithsr of its repeal or relaxation ; on the contrary, I have 
strong veasott to believe that neither will be done, and that the oath is 
morelikelvtobe made still more stiingent than to bo relaxed or modiiied. 
1st. Beeanse the next Congress is (as the term goes) more radical than 
the lost. 2d. Because this is the first time that those states that have 
been in rebellion have sent their representatives to Congress, and a strong 
suspioioa prevails in the Horth that, althongh the rebellion has been 
crushed and the South has been forced to yield to superior power, that the 
spirit of rebellion lias not yet been subdued in the hearts of the leaders of 
the rebellion ; and again, becaoEe tliis suspicion and distrust will be vast- 
ly increased by the fact that so many disqualified persons are presenting 
themselves as eandidatea far Congress, who not only have no possible 
chance of obtaining a seat, but who openly avow upon the hustings that 
tbey can not and will not, if elected, comply with the laws of the United 
States; and this dbtrust and suspicion must inevitably extend to the 
mass of the voters as well as to the leaders, if, after hearing these deelara- 
tions on the part of the candidates, they, shall he so impradent and nn- 
wise as to cast their voles for them at the polls : that it will betray on the 
part of such TOters, as it necessarily does on the part of the candidates, a 
spirit of I'esistauce to Ihe law, is beyond all question ; and all such rotes, 
I think, will be disregarded and thrown away. But tho eleclion of such 
men wi!l necessarily be the means of postponing the restoration of the 
civil authoiities of the state, and consequently of prolonging tho military 
authority (which is now exercised over us) to an indefinite pcviod. 

If, then, my judgment and advice is of any weight in this state or else- 
where, I wonld urgently reeommend tliat no man should be voted for who 
would hesitate to take the oath in good faith which the laws of his coun- 
try require him to take. Better for all in common that you should go 
unrepresented. Betl«t far to tafca the most ignorant men in jour re- 
spective districts who can comply with the law than the wisest who can 
not ; and although it may be unpalatable to some that I should say so, 
yet, when so mnch is at stake for ns all, I will not hesitate to say that it 
appears to me that nothing bnt absohle tlioiigliilessness, or an overweening, 
vaulting, and inordinate ambition, or an ntter disregard of the best inter- 
ests of the slate, conld induce any one who is conscious of his inability to 
ta^e that oath to permit the use of his name for sfiiTing up farther discord 
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and confusion among a people alreotlj' worn oat and ruineil by the per- 
nicious connsela of tlioae who led them into the teiiible scenes through 
which the conntry has jnst passed. The South wants not only peace or 
cessation of hostilities in tlie fleld, but she viaata peace, order, harmony, 
eoiiciliation, and concord in her public councils. She wants unity of 
feeling, unity of purpose, nnity of action in her legislatiTB halls, that she 
may prepare for the work of complete restoration of tba civil authority, 
for the Eappressiori of all discord and angry feeling, and for cepaiiing the 
heavy losses sustained — the fields laid waste, tho dwellings destroyed, the 
labor lost, the mined fortunes, the blmted prospects of an abused, misled, 
and misguided people ; and surely this is not to be attained by perpetu- 
ating controversy, by resisting the laws, by inviting collisions between the 
civil and military aothorities of the country. I can conociTO of nothing 
mote Impolitic and unwise tban to elect such persons at a timo like this 
for eicperiinenting!, or for the mere purpose of gratii^ing the vanity of those 
who idly imagine that by their onsarpasscd and heavenly-gifted eloquence 
tbey can persuade tho two houses of Congress that they have tnndo asses 
of themselves for the last four yeara. 

Let such experimouB be postponed to a more favorable and quiet 
season, and let all such candidates be assured that the country can man- 
age to get along without their Godlike ^lalilies for the present. And to 
suppose that Congiess would at this time admit or patiently listen to one 
of the signeis of tlie " second Bechraiioa of Jnd^ieadeiice" and declaration 
of wai' against ibe United Stnf es, in the absenco of which there couM have 
been no war, is little short of madness itself. 

There is one other point that I desire to say a word upon, as I think 
great misapprehension exists in relation to it. In a card of my friend, 
Mr. Tim. Bives, of Prince Goorge, now befoi'e me, he says : 

"I can not take the above oath for the reason that I accepted the office 
of captain in the Confederate semce, and held a commission as such, and 
exercised the functions thereof for a period of six months. Ton will thus 
see, gentlemen, thai,' appreciating as I do this continued proof of your 
confidence in me, I can not comply with your request and ' announce my- 
self a candidate.' 

"I will farther add that, if I could take the above oath and swear that 
' I had voluntarily given na aid, counsel, or encouragemsn! to any pei'sons en- 
gaged in armed hostility thereto,' I should bo ashamed to show my face 
in the Second Congressional District^ much less to ask the intelligent vot- 
ers thereof for their suffrages. With (he fact staring me in Uie face that 
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every man in the district fi-om seventeen to fifty jearB of age, by Ihe ligid 
!nw of coascription, lias been compelled to engago iu the carnival of death 
and blood which has been going on for the past four years — tbe wounded, 
the dejid, and the dying daily before my eyesi the hungry and almost 
naked sons of the voters of the distiiet in the trenches or on the march; 
to see every other man in the diatrict, through the sympathy he has for 
liis race, giving aid of some kind to relieve their snffei'ings, nnd I, nilh 
the callous heart of a Hend, stand nnmoved at the tragedy before me; to 
see tlie fair mothers and daughters of the district, like good SnmaritanB, 
ministering to the wants, not of the 'wayfaring man,' but to the fathers, 
sons, and brothers of the district ; some in the hospitals, wiping the clam- 
my sweat of death from the brow of the djhig soldier, others bathing 
the ghastly mounds and moistening the parched lips of the suffering con- 
script, Btiil 1 stand unmoved, and swear that I gave no ' 
counsel, or enconragemenV amid all this siiflfeiingl To s 
shoes, clothing, etc. daily sent to cover the almost naked soldiers in the 
trenches ; to see the benevolent of heart sending daily their pittance of 
fiKjd to help out the short rations which the soldier is put upon i to see 
ChiTst'a commandment carried out in all its beauty and benevolence, 
'clothe the naked and feed the hungry,' still I stand ready to swear that 
I carried not a drop of water on the tip of my finger to cool their parch- 
ed lips I And for this reason I come and ask you for your suffrages, and 
you vote for me, not for any merit that is in me, but because I can take Hie 
oath, and by the grace of somebody else take my seat and hold it!" 

As this eiToneoiis or fiilse oonstmotion and special pleading of Mr. 
Eives may mislead others, I may stand excused, I hope, for availing my- 
self of this occasion to answer it. Others, loo, have talcen very much the 
same ground — that, having fed Confederate soldiers, or clothed their own 
eons in the service, they could not conscientioosly take the nocessaiy 
onth. I apprehend it will be found goneially that those who take this 
ground have some other reason for not taking the oath, for if that ba a 
fair construction of its meaning, then I freely admit that the South will 
have to go without representation in Congress until this oath is modified ; 
hnt I think it bears no such constcaclion ; it is a false constmction of 
what was intendetl and of what the language of the oath iroporlB. 

To clothe or feed a son in the army, which you would have to do if not 
iu the army, to nurse the sick, to feed the hungry, to administer to the 
suffmng of the individual man, is not to aid the rebellion, for if it did in 
tlie sense hero indicated, there is perhaps no man in the South who is not 
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a U-ilitor ; anil there weve few officers or men In tlie TJnitod States urniies 
who woie not also traitora to tlieii' cotrntrj, foi' 'thcj nuvseil the wouTided 
and the siek, relieved theif suffering, and fed their enemies ; and who bnt 
a brnto would not help a fallen toe? And does any one suppose that a 
civilized and" enlightened people would regard it as treason to ho]d a re- 
freshing glass to the parched lips of a wounded soldier whom be himself 
has just laid prostrate at his feet? And the government of tho United 
States too, under this interpretation, has been a traitor to itself; forwho 
fed so many as Mr. Lincobtt Who nnrsed so many of the sick and 
wonnded as Mr. Lincoln? Who clothed so many as Mr. Lincoln, and 
then restored them to the ranliB of the Confederate aimy ; and yet, could 
not lie take this oath? If to givo food to the hungiy or nurse the 
wounded and sick was nn offense, so it was equally a crime to give a 
glass of water to the thirsty; and if this constitnted ti'eason, I confess 
myself as among the most cnlpahle of tmitors ; for all this have I done. 
I have probably 'fed to a greater extent than any one man in the Confed- 
eracy (only because they were arount! mo all the time) ; bat God knows 
as well as I that it was never done with a view lo help the rebellion, for 
which I neufli', for the first inomonl, had the least particle of sympathy 
or respect. I did sympathize with my misguided, deluded, cJiealed, be- 
trayed cDunlrymen, but neeer did I have the least sympathy for the rebel- 
lion or its authoi's. 

If this was the only difficulty in the way of my fiiend, Mr. Hives, I 
think be would manage to swallow the oath ; but, unfortunately, there is 
the other difiicnlty of his having accepted the commission of captain in 
the Confederate sori'lco, under which he could not take the oath ; and I 
regret it deeply and sincerely, for I belic^'e he was in his heart all the time 
a Union man ; and although we have always differed in poliljcs, I believe 
hu is an honest, fearless, patriotic man in every sense nod in all relations 
but tliis, in which, he made, as I think, a great mistake ; and believing in 
his entire loyalty noiu, I should be highly gratified to see him in the pub- 
lic councils at this tihie if it wore not that he can not conscientiously com- 
ply ivith llie Jaws of his country ; and I commend his example, in with- 
holding the use of his name for tho purpose of stirring up more discord 
and trouble in the land, as one worthy of imitation by others who are in 
the same situation. 

I am, with great respect, joar obedient servant, John M. Botts. 
To W. H. aoutiiall, James H. Bnniley, J. W. Eowcock, Wmiam T. Eni-ly, G. PejBm, 
TMH1S8 Woofl, Im Gnri'elt, C. II, Price, sod T. W. Wooflf , Esas. 
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Auburn, neoi- llrana)' EtaUon, Septembat 

Mt dejk Sib, — Yom' letter of the 20d instant was received yi 
and I have given to the views yon present that careful consideration which 
Jour opinions always command from me, and to mj mind it appears 
that if wo do not entirely agree, it is a distinetjon withont a difference. 

You claim for Congress all the power that I claim ; but you put it on 
the ground of a " general legislatiTe function" and an ' ' inherent power 
of Congi-ess to defend itself against disloyalty in the service of the govern- 
ment;" and in doing this, I think, yon surrender the whole question, for 
Iiow can this general legislatiTe function, this inherent right to pass a law 
which creates an additional qualification, for memhera of Congress be de- 
fended, unless it is in pursuance of the provisions of the Constitution ? 
And if its oonstitntionalitj is conceded, from what clause can it be mora 
clearly derived than from that to which I have ti'aced it? If the same 
power can he deiived from any other clause, it only serves to elienglhen 
my position. 

You first deny the power of Congress to prescribe any additional quali- 
fication to those already enumorated in the Constitution, and then yon 
claim for Congress the power to prescrlba this particular test-oath, which 
you admit, and which docs, bcyoEd doubt, ereale an additional qualiE.Ba- 
tion. 

Now I might content mj-seif with asking you " Wliat is the difference 
between the power of Congress to prescribe an additional qualification 
and the power to pass a law the efiect of whicii is l^j create this qualifi- 
cation? Or, if yon prefer it, what is She difference between a law that is 
designed to produce a certain efibct and one by which the same effect is 
produced? The first maxim we were taught in mathematics in our school- 
boy dajB was, that ' things equal to the same aie equal to one another. ' " 

But I want to vindicate my own position with you, and will not he con- 
tent with your solution of this problem, and therefore 1 proceed. 

You and Mr, Stuart (in his card) both seem to dread the abuse of this 
poiver of Congress over the qnalification of its members. Undoubtedly 
this, like all other powers, may be liable to abuae, but less so, perhaps, 
than almost any other, for the reason that it operates equally upon them- 
selves as upon their successoi's ; but its liability to abuse is no ai^ument 
against its legitimate exercise. There are but few if any poivers eon- 
fen-ed upon the executive branch of the government that have not been 
abused— especially the veto power and the power of appointment lo and 
removal yioin office have been grossly abused ; bat it can not for tha;t rea- 
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son be argued that the veto power and the power to appoint and remove 
for cause have not been conferred upon the President, allliough not a 
word is said in tlie Constitution alwut tlie power of removal. It is a de- 
rivative power, and one derived from the power to appoint; as is this a 
derivative power, derived from the powers la which I have ali'eady called 
aUoution. How if the framers of the Constitution meant to say tliat no 
otlier oath shonld e-aer be required, why didn't they say so? Why did 
they confine their prohibition to this one specific religious test-oath ? In 
short, all power is liable to abuse, whether lodged with the executive, 
legislative, or judicial department of the government, and each, in turn, 
has abused its power. 

If the Constitntion had said, as our State Constitution reads, "Any 
person who has attained the age of twenty-five, has been a citizen for 
seven years," etc, etc., shall be entitled or qualified to serve ns a repre- 
sentative in Congress, then I might agiee with you that the qualification 
was fixed and nnalterublc. But such is not the I'eading of the ConstitU' 
tion ; it deals in the negative, and not the affirmative qualiftcalions. It 
says: "No person shall be a representative without ceitain specified qual- 
ifications, which are deemed all-important, and shall, nndcr no circum- 
stances, be dispensed with." Then in another part of the Constitution 
one other indispensable requisite is prescribed, to wit, that the represent- 
ative shall be sworn to support the Constitution, hot no religioas Usi-oatk 
shall iVBT be required. Shall ever be required by whom and how ? By 
Congress, and by law, of course. But is notthis equivalent to saying that, 
if hereafter it shall he found necessary and proper, Congi-ess may by law 
reqoire any other than a religions test-oath, especially, loo, when it is 
provided that Congi'ess shall have power "to make all laws which may 
be necessary and proper for carrying into BKecntion the foregoing power, 
and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the government of the 
United States, or in any department or officer thereof?" Andeanthcrobe 
any thing more necessaiy and proper in conducting the govemnient than 
that thereshouldbe wise, judicious, /radioisc, and in/n^ legislation, and an 
honest and faithful execution of the laws ? 

The only qualification prescribed by the Consljtution for a judge of the 
Supi-eme Court, and consequently for chief-justice, is that he shall tate an 
oath to support the ConsUtution. Now suppose some l>east of a Presi- 
dent, ivith a demoralized Senate at his heels, should nominate for chief- 
jnstice an ignorant tool as a reward for his partisan seiTicos, oi- some polit- 
ical pvostjtnlo who had been convicted of bribery, pei^'ury, or otlier infamous 
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offense, or nn alien, ignorant of our laivs, customs, and language, or n 
populnr military commander ivlio had no knowledge of law, or in any 
otiier way (^e necessity had arisen or was likely to arise, do jon tliink it 
would TJoiate either tlie letter or the spirit of the Constitution if Congress 
were to add to tliis oatli to support the Constitution sncli other quaiiiica- 
lions as tliat lie should bo of a certain age, that he should hare studied 
and obtained a license to practice law, that he had never been convicted 
of an infamous ofiense, and that he shouM be a while man, and a citizen 
of the United States ; and if they could thus add to the constitutional 
qualifications of a judge, why not to those of a membef of Congress? 

"Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qnitlificn- 
lions of its iDombers," I can not concur in your interpretation of this 
chiuse, that it was onli/ intended to interdict mandamus, etc. That tliis 
was one object I do not donht, but not the only one. Hor does it follow, 
as you suppose, that by nij construction one house might prescribe one set 
of quatiScations, and the other another. 

I think this clause was intended to apply to the quidiflcations as pro- 
vided by the Constitution, orsnehas might at a future day be prescribed or 
reqnii'ed by law, and not that each house might establish qnaliScations for 
itself, but that each shonld judge for itsdf whether ita members possessed 
the qualiiications and came np to the requirements of the Conslitntion and 
the law. At the time of the adoption of the Constitution negroes were no- 
where and by nobody recognized as citizens of the United Stat^ ; there- 
fore to require that the Pi'esident, Vice-presidenlj members of Congress, 
etc., shotild be citizens of the United States, viss equivalent to requiring 
that none but white persona should he capable of filling these offices. Bat 
now this whole matter has been changett. Negroes hare been made citi- 
Kens, and the right t« rote and to represent has been claimed for them ; 
and already a colored laivyor has been admitted to practice in the Su- 
premo Court. Now let me ask yon if yon think it would conflict with 
the terms of the Constitution, or witli the purposes of its framera, if Con- 
gress were to provide by law that no one of African descent should be ca- 
pable of filling these high offices? Or do yon think onr institutions 
would be endangered thereby? But can any thing be more absurd than 
the pretensions set np, that while these men have forfeited their lives to 
the requirements of the Constitution and law, that, nerertheless, the same 
Constitution has secured to them an inalienable and indestructible right 
to legislate foi- tlie country they had for four years lahored and fought to 
destroy ? 
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Tou can not iafer from my letlor to tbe genllomeji in Albemnrle who 
did me tlie honor to seek my opiaions that I intended to deny the pow- 
er of each state to fix the qualifications of its own. ofBcets, in nddicion to 
the one prescribed by the,Constitution of the United States. On the con- 
trary, my pnrpose ivas lo show that tliey had such powei; and that it had 
novel* been disputed ; but my argmnent was, that as this olanKe did not 
operate as a limitation to the power of the state except as to the I'eligious 
test-oath, so in like manner it did not operate as a limitation to the pow- 
er of Congress to add to as oircnni3tancesmightreqaive,biit not to depart 
from the qualiflcntions therein prescribed. 

I am sorry tliere should bo any dlBereace between ns on this point, but, 
as I havo already said, it is more in the use of tetms than in substance, 
and I cars very little for the use of terms provided I get the substanoe. 

May I not, then, ask yon to review your own argument^ and tell ma 
why more apprehension should be felt for the safety of our institutions be- 
cause the law-making power is intrusted with the right to add to the qual- 
ifications of the members of Congress, and to tlirow additional safegnards 
around the legislation of tha country, than they are from, the power to 
raise armies, make war, regulate commei-co, impose faxes, and enforce Iho 
laws by arms if necessary ; and, when you have done this, I will take much 
pleasure in reviewing my own arguments, and recanting my opinions if 
convinced of my error. 

I am ever faithfully and truly yonrs, Joira JM. Boris. 



When Mr. Johnson's policy of reconstrnotion was first announced, I 
thought he committed a mistake in not calling Congress fogothei-, that 
the lasi-makiit^ power might act harmoniously together, nndhocause I be- 
lieved that reconstruction could not bo valid and complete without the 
sanclion of the Senate, House, and President ; nevertlieless, it was not for 
rne to cavil about it while all others seemed (o acquiesce. 

That policy, as I then nnderstood it, was to extend pardon to the least 
culpable of the rebels, and to make " li-eason odious" by some judicious 
system of punishment for the more wicked and guilty ofTcndei's, and es- 
pecially tliat all political power was to be withheld from those who had 
shown themselves so unfiuthful to their obligations of duty, and so unfit 
and unworthy to be trusted agfUo. 

Under these circumstances, and with this understanding, I labored for 
months ill efforts to restore harmony to the distracted Sonth, in procuring 
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release of prisoners, and in obtaining pardons for the IehbI undeserving, 
but by what I have always believed to be gross deceptions practiced on 
the President. I found that through the use of monoy paid to pardon- 
brokera and feed attornep, aided by the influence of snbordinates in the 
omployment of tlie administration, pardons were more I'eadily procured 
for the most vindictiye and obnoxious traitors, than for those ivlio had 
sinned tha least but had no money wherewith to purchase a release. I 
found these same pardoned rebels flaunting their pai'dons in the faces of 
those whose generosity or misplaced confidence bad recommended them, 
and assuming a superiority over those to whom they had in humility ap- 
pealed for aid. I saw men in the Stale of Virginia, upon whom tlie Con- 
stitution itself had set its seal of condemnation and declared unworthy of 
holding office, rushing with impetuous haste into the legislative halls in 
utter disregard of its plainest provisions, trampling under foot the consti- 
tutional oath prescribed, and then and there exercising dictatorial and 
tyrannical power by hurling headlong from office better men than them- 
selves, who had been released by the governor of the commonwealth for their 
loyalty to the government of the United States, and substituting for them 
those only who had given evidence of their loyalty to the rebellion. I 
saw them in the social as well as the political circles availing themselves 
of their superior numbers, assigning all loyal men and women to a posi- 
lion of absolute inferiority, and demanding for themselves, as if by Divine 
right, the favor to control and rule with an h'on rod. I saw them educa- 
ting the masses of the people to look upon every demonstration of loyalty, 
cither during or since the war, as degrading and infamous, until the in- 
terposition of the national authorities was found necessary to set aside 
elections of public olficers known to have been selected for their services to 
the rebellious government ; to suspend the publication of various papers 
published thi'ough the state for their obnoxious and disloyal sentiments 
scattered among the people. All this I saw from men who but yesterday 
were sworn citizens of another government^ warring against the govern- 
ment of the United States, and straggling to overthrow the great Kepubli- 
canEmpii-e of the world ; and I thought the time had arrived when the law 
should bo appealed to, and justice should be enfoi'ced upon a people who in 
the beginning had forsworn their ohligalions, treacherously and sacrile- 
pously abandoned their posts of duty, and in the end were insensible to the 
mercy that tad been extended to them, ohlivions to all marks of kindness, 
and were still bent on mischief to the country, and ruin to all who did not 
tamely snbmit to their outrageous ojiprcsssions and to theu' despotic de- 
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It ivns iintlev thcsG circumstances ihiit I prepared the following siiggea- 
lions, ia tlieform of political axioms, for the public press, that the nntional 
authorities might be recalled to the great duties they had to perform for 
the future peace and safety of the republic, and for the peiraauent securi- 
ty of the rights of loyalty, which I am happy to say have not beeu witli- 



A few plain political axioms that can not be aucceaafully disputed or 
denied, and which serve to solve the perplexed problem of the status of 
the alatos and the people of the states lately in Kbclllon against the au- 
thority of the United States : 

Ist. The right of secession is not only not authorized, but is expressly 
forbidden by the Constitution of the United Stales. 

2il. It follows, that nil ordinances of secession adopted by the states 
lately in rebellion were null and void in law. 

3d. That the allegiance of the citiaen is due to his state, and that there 
are thirty-six different allegiances in the United- States, and not one man 
owing allegiance to the great central government, which is supreme over 
all, is a proposition too absurd to be argued. 

4th. From which it results that no state has been out of the Union, and 
oouM not be carried out otherwise than by sneeEssfuI revolution ; and to 
admit that any of the rebellious states are or have been out of the Union, 
wonld necessarily amount to an admission that the Union had been dis- 
solved, and that we had been engaged ia a foreign and not a civil war; 
all of wliioh would raateriaily impair the virtue and efficacy of that in- 
stromenl, ivliich is recognized and cl!iimed as the supreme law of the 

6th. But while no body of men, however constituted, could take a state 
out of the Union except by foree of ai-ms, yet any attempt to do so by 
those owing allegiance to the United States assuredly constituted the 
great crime of high treason, if any such crime still exists under oar insti- 
tutions. 

6th. The right of expatriation, or denationaliiatJon, however, has never 
been denied to the people of this country ; and while they could not take 
a state out of the Union, it can not be denied that the citizens of the re- 
bellious states could take themselves out at pleasure, either individually 
or collectively. 

Tth. Hor can it he dispnted that the late so-called Confederate States 
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did fov four years constitiita a government "deficlo;" and it follows tliat 
all those ^vho fissisted in creating that da facto government, by voting in 
convention for an ordinance of secession or signing tha same, or wlio 
Toluntavily took tlie oath of allegiance fo or held office, civil or military, 
under the said '^ik facto" government, which offices conld only be held 
by cUiiens of a, government then hostile to and at war with the United 
States, thereby alienated themselves from the government of the United 
States, and, by thus renouncing their alle^ance, disclaimed all pretensions 
to its protection, and are therefore aliens to this government, find can only 
be restored to the rights of citizenship thi'otigh the established laws of 
ncttaralization, or by a, special act of legislation. 

8th. There can be no difference in law or in fact in the poEtical sta- 
tus of those Southern persons who have taken the oath of allegiance to 
the "<le facto" government of the Bo-called Emperor Maximilian, and 
those who have taken a similar oath, or othcrnise made themselves citi- 
zens of the " de facto" government of the so-called President Davis. 

9th. These being the natural, lawful, and anavoidable consequences of 
secession, alienation, and treason, it follows that the functions of govern- 
ment in those states lately in rebellion have been suspended by tha nn- 
constitntional action of those tompornrily in authority in those states; 
and that these state govemmenla can only bo restored through the action 
of the hvi-making power of the United States ; and upon the suppi'CBsion 
of tlie rebellion and the i-estoration of peace, the right to govern and con- 
trol these states naturally, constitutionally, and inherently devolves on the 
loyal citizens thereof, who have fallen heirs to the estate, and who can not 
lawfully be subjected to the power and control of alien enemies to them 
and to the country ; and that these loyal citizens have also a natural, 
constitniional, and inherent right, under the sanction of said laiv-mnfcing 
power, to resume their original position in the government and councils 
of the nation ; and, therefore, all representatives lo Congress who present 
themselves with the proper evidence of election, and who are prepared, 
honestly and in good faith, to comply with the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, should be admitted without unnecessaiy delay to a par. 
tioipation in the legislation of the nation ; and to withhold this right is to 
place the loyalait the same platform with the disloyal -^th^ friends on a 
footing with the enemies of the conntj'y. 

10th. The President is clothed with the power to grant reprieves and 
pardons to those who have committed oifenses agdnat the United States ; 
but as none are legalbi offenders, and as no man in this conntry can bo 
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legally puniahed for aiiy offense, no ninttei' how atrocious or aggi-avated 
the crime, until lie has beea tikd imd conyieted of the offense with which 
he stands charged, so no reprieve or pardon (the exerciso of which pow- 
ers commence amuitaneously) can be constitutionally granted boforo the 
party or parlieB have been tried and convicted according to law; nnd, 
therefore, oil pardons heretofore granted to those lately in rebellion have 
been prematnre, and are nnll and void. 

lltb. It ia patent to observing moo that all attempts at reconstruction 
in many of the states, throoEli tlie misplaced confidence and unsppve- 
eiated kindness and magnanimity of the President, through the action of 
those who have occupied the relations of alien enemies to the United 
States, have not only failed in their anticipated effects, but are in many 
respects unsafe as a pi'ecedent, pemicious in their results, dangerous to 
our institutions, and should be commenced "<k noKO." 

13th. Therefore, in al! such slates as have not^ in the opinion of the 
law-making power, been finally reconstructed, it will be right and proper 
that a military or provisional governor of loyal antecedents should be 
appointed (except for the State of Virginia), with instrnctions to call a 
convention, to he composed of loyal men only, to be elected by those who 
are authorized to vote by their existing State Constitutions. 

13th. The State of Virginia, although a lai^e majority of her peoplo 
were in rebellion, has been continuously and witboitt interruption, through 
the action of a portion of her Joyol citizens, recognized as a state govern- 
ment by every department of the government of the United Stales ; with 
a governor regularly elected under the Consiitution of 1851 ; with her 
representatives admitted fo seats in each branch of Congress during the re- 
bellion, she therefbro stands iu a different relation to the government from 
those States that liave disclaimed all right to such repi'esentation, and that 
have had provisional govei'Uors since the war appointed by tlie Fresideat. 

I4th. But inasmuch as the Constitntion of Virginia, now in operation, 
declares that the House of Delegates shall consist of not /ess than eigh^, 
nor more than one hundred and four members, and the Senate shall never 
be less than one fourth that number; and inasmuch as the first Legislature 
tliat assembled nnder that provision of the Coristilnlion consisted of only 
fourteen in one house and six in the other, and as the present Legislature 
now in session at Richmond was authorized and convened by the said 
"(DioB couucil" (ns it has been aptfy termed in the Senate of the United 
States), whicli possessed no such authority; and as the present Legislature 
is composed, in a largo part, of those who were expressly forbidden by the 



..Google 



344 AFPEMIUX. 

Constitation under wliicli they profess to act to hold any office whiitever; 
and inasmnch as aueh Conslilutioii imperatively requires an oath to bo 
administered to each ono before he shall be (qualified to Korva as a mem- 
ber of the Legislatmo, which oath has never been nilministered to any 
one mombei- of the body, but has been totally disregarded and set aside ; 
and inasmuch aa they have proceeded, without Buthority to remove all 
disabilities imposed upon thetnselres by the Constitntion, and hare at the 
same time endeavored, by tlieiv legislative action, to make treason a virtue 
to be rewarded, and loyalty to the United States a crime to bo pimishcd, 
by removing from office every loyal citizen whom they could reach, and 
substituting in their stead those who have figured conspicuously in tlie 
rebel service, and who m'c disqualified by the Constitution from holding 
the offices which they have been selected to fill ; therefore, it is clear that 
there has been no constitutionally oi^anized legislative body in Virginia 
since their present Conslittition was adopted in the year 18G1, and that, 
by necessary consequence, all acts, and parls of acts, resolutions, elections, 
appointments, and other proceedings adopted by either of the bodies styl- 
ing themselves " The Legislature of Virginia" since the adoption of the 
Alexandria Consfitution, have been in violatioo of the plainest provisional 
rcqairements of that Constitution, and are absolutely null and void, and 
of no effect. 

15th. In this condition of tilings it is imperatively necessary that the 
rastoration of that state to its national rights should be commenced " de 
novo" by the call of a Legislature by the governor of the state, to bo com- 
posed of %a/ wen on^, under such restrictions upon the eligibility to ofBce 
as the Constitntion provides, and under sncli enlargement of the quahfica- 
tion of suffrage as the military authorities may prescribe (that state being 
still under military control), as will render an election practicable. 



The following letter ivill explain itself. It was addressed to a gentle- 
man that I knew to be a waim personal friend, and I had supposed sym- 
pathized in all my political views, bat in this it seems I was mistaken. 
Whether the fault was mine or his, it is not proper here to inquire ; but I 
addressed the letter to hira through the public prints — having first asked 
his pennisaon to do so — in reply to one just received from liim. 

This letter was intended as an explanation of the above axioms, and us 
illustrative of my views of the political sentiment and condition of Vir- 
ginia at tlie time. 
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Almnnaria, Vn., Fobninry 10, ISBG. 
Mdbcoh Gabbett, Eaq. ! 
Deab Sir, — Yoijr lettet reached me last night, in which you siij', "The 
veport of the proceedings of the Alesatidiia meeting hns been pnblished 
heYC, and is doingyoa serious injury ; the committee appointed to wait upon 
you ropoi'ted tlint suffering from neuralgia prevented you addfessing the 
meeting, and tliat yon declined doing so with iAanis, leaving it to be in- 
ferred that, if well, yon would havo accepted the invitation, and that you 
approved the object of the meeting. This has inspirited yonr enemies 
and (lispiritod jonr friends to a degree you can scarcsly imagine. Yonr 
letter to roe says jou disapproved of the movement, but I am not author- 
ized Co publish it; it is due to yourself and your many warm friends that 
you should clearly define yoar position. We can elect yon to the Sennte 
before the adjournment, with this diffioolty removed ] let it rest as it is, 
and there is no chance." 

You will excuse mc, my good friend, for saying that no man, in my 
opinion, ever had a boJy of as many warm friends as I know, and grate- 
futtg knam, I bavo, who was so fi'equenlJy called upon to defend himself 
be/ore tAem for cveiy idle and ridiculous conjecture that his enemies might 
whisper to his disadvantage. Let me state the facts of the case : I ar- 
rived here on Ibat afternoon without the sh'ghlest Iinowledga that snch a 
meeting was in contemplation ; during tiie evening the committee ap- 
poinled for that purpose called, and extended the invitation to attend 
the meeting and addi-ess them, to which I replied, "Why, gentlemen, it 
wonld be impos^ble for me to address tho meeting without making my- 
self an nnaeeeptnbte gocst, as I do not concur with you in your views. 
I am inflexibly opposed to yoar whole scheme. I can not admit that 
there is any power in Congress to reduce n state to the condition of a ter- 
ritory ; the Constitution provides for making a state out of a territory, 
bat it nowhere provides for reducing a Etato to a territory." They then 
asked me if they should give tlial as my reply to the meeting. I said, 
"Oh no; that might bo regarded as discourteous to the meeting ; make 
some excuse for me ; say I have the neuralgia, and am afraid to venture 
out," and I might have added, return them my thanks for the compli- 
ment. If I dM not, I slioald have done it; common civility required it, 
and I am obliged to the committee for supplying the omission if 1 did 
not; but it never entered into my mind that this most innocent occur- 
rence would involve me in so much trouble with ray friends elsewhere ; 
but that to decline an invllntion to address a meeting, with "iliaais" fur 
P2 
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tho compliment extended, wonld jusdfy the infevence that I was neces- 
sariiyin sympnthy with the yiewa Qnd political purposes of the meeting, is 
just one inch and a half beyond the extent of my comprehension 1 

It WHS hut the Inst month that I declined an invit^^tion from the Tam- 
many (Democvatio) Society of Hew York to dine with them, and I ex- 
pressed to thoni, in more than ordinarily Strong terms, my thanks for 
the invitation ; bnt I hare never heard of any Demoeratic enemy whis- 
pering the apprehension that I was, therefore, in sympathy with the De- 
mocracy, and was about to join that pai'ty. Moreover, it was inown lo 
at least thirty ov forty of my friends in the two houses that I whs en- 
tirely opposed la the objects and purposes of the Alexandria meeting, for 
Ihoy had heard me express that opposition only ten days before while I 
was on a visit to.Eiclimond, and, without any publication from me, they 
could havo made tliat fact known to every man in both houses in thirty 
minutes by the watch. Tlie only question connected with territories in 
which I felt any inteiijet was that General " TenT)" should be left t« . 
manage tho "Toi-ies" in lUchmond according to their respective merits. 

If the recoi'd of my life should hereafter be deemed worthy of a chap- 
ter in history, it would contribute a singular paragraph Ihat would read 
thus: Tho Legislature of hisstato was just about toeleot him to a sent in 
the Senate of the United States, but it unfortunately happened that just 
nt that time a meeting of his fellow-citizens invited him to address them, 
which he respectfully declined, with his "thanks" to the meeting for tho 
compliment, which was deemed so offensive to his friends that they aban- 
doned the idea. 

But yon say, "It is 'due to myself and my many warm friends tliat I 
shonld clearly define my position." If I could live to the age of " Me- 
thuseiah," when would the necessity cease for defining my position? I 
see other public men pass through a long life of public service witiiout 
ever once being called on by tbair /liends to define theh- position, and 
wlien their enemies lake thera to task, and hold them up to public cen- 
sure, their friends are never backward in coming to their defense and de- 
fining it for them. Not so with me and my friends ; they have always 
lent a too ready ear to tho tales of our common enemies. Is this because 
I have been a douhtfnl man— one who halted and hesitated, waiting to 
catch the popidnr breeze before I took my position, and who, having taken 
it, was not to bo relied upon for holding and maintaining it ? I do not 
think the record of my life would justify this lack of confidence on the 
part ofmyfiicnds. IbclicTomy worst enemies entertain no such opinion 
of mo. 
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But mj rioivs liavc been quite fully expressed hi a publication which I 
had the honor to inclose, to jou and other friends, headed, "A Few Plain 
Political Axioms," etc., upon the present condition of men and things in 
the South, and in Virginia in panicniar, and now let me define my posi- 
tions on the pointa involved in that docnmont without waiting to be called 
on for it. 

If tliere wns a man in the South, except those who stood in feav of the 
consequences of their trcnson, lliat desired more eameally than others the 
restoration of tha states, with all their former power and grandeur, to 
commence tlie iaboriona task of reconstructing their dilapidated fortunes, 
and that the misguided men who had foifeited their lives and their prop- 
erly to the gorernraent by tha commission of the highest crime known to 
the laws of the nations of the world should be reatoved h> rights which 
they had forfeited, and to which before they received their pardons thoy 
set np no pretensions to — I eaj if any one man in the South desired this 
as much, or mora tlian any othei', I might sot up a strong claim to being 
that man ; and I certainly do claim to have spent more time, labor, and 
money in procuring pardons, and in getting priBonera released, than any ' 
other one man mho did not receive any compensation for his services, and 
iliat I never did, even to the payment of my expenses, or any part there- 
of; and altci' I Ibund that the most obnoxions had, through the power of 
the purse, obtaiued their pardons, I urged, again and ngiun, a general 
and universal amnesty. 

At the earnest entreaty of hie almost broken-hearted wife, I visited 
Washington three dmes to procure the release of Mr. Seddon from his 
oonBnoment^ that ho might be restored to his family on parole for the re- 
covery of his health ; and what of justice, not to say of thanks, have I re- 
ceived from his party friends? 

notwithstanding the 'views set forth, in the political axioms I have in- 
troduced were those that my best judgment commended from the first as 
the only ti'ue and lawfnl mode of the settlement of the various qnestiftns 
involved, yet I held ihem back from an anxiety to co-operate with Mr. 
Johnson in good faith in Ms plan of reconstruction ; if tha pardons were 
not issued or granted under constitutional authority, I was willing to ac- 
quiesce in them ; if those who had been engaged in rebellion, nnd had be- 
come citizens of another government "dejacio," were to be recognized as 
citizens of the United States, I was content not to complain ; and if this 
and the preceding so-called legislative bodies under the Alexandria Con- 
stitution wei*e to bo regarded by others as lawfully constituted or consti- 
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tutionally organized, I was willing, with otliei's, to ovorlook all JLTOgiilni-i- 
ties and iDformalities in Jton-essentials ; but all this 1 acquiesced in, be- 
cause I hoped tliat the pavdoned Becesaoaista wotdd displtiy a degree of 
giatitude and generosity in harmony with their appaient humilily, in re- 
turn for the forbearance and generosity "iviih which they liad been re- 
ceited by the men whom they would have driven from the stale, or exe- 
cuted in a summary manner, if they had bean auccessful in overthroiviug 
the government ; bnt this hope has been far from realization. 

I believe if there was any one tiling intended by the people at their last 
elections to be more emphatically expressed than another, it was that Ihe 
conduct of the government should be taken out of the hands of those by 
whom they had been so woefully deceived, and place the state in conserv- 
ative hands ; and I believe, moreover, that you have bad all the winter a 
majority m the two branches, but especially in the lower House, n clear 
majoiitj of membeis ready to cari'y out the will of the people, but, for 
the want of organization, conceit of action, and a bold, intrepid leader, 
the adiantage of that majority has been tliiown away. In all political 
ojganiBitions a good leader is jtist as important as a good general in the 
field, yet, with this strength in the body, we have seen it led by a few flip- 
pant lawyers and practiced Parliamentarians, to the inflnito injury of the 
state and disappointment of the people. 

If there has been the Gist indication of loyalty, forbearance, or generos- 
ity manifested either by the press or by those who have thrust themselves 
into high places forbidden by the Constitution, beyond what might well 
be called " lyi sei-sice," I have failed to perceive it. On Uic contiary, I 
have seen Union men who bad been appointed to offices by Governor 
Pierpont, whose power has been reduced, as our friends the Yankees would 
say, "to the leelk eni of nothing whittled down to a point," to serve them, 
and who is now treated with scorn and contempt, not to use harsher terms, 
by those for whom he has made this sacrifice — 1 say I have seen the men 
who filled their offices respectably and responsibly brought out, one by 
one, day after day, for the keen whetted knife of the secession guillotine, 
to be decapitated as fast as they could be brought fo the block, and their 
places supplied from the secession ranks in every instance, and generally 
by men less qualified tlian those removed, while Mr, Taylor, the auditor, 
a secession isl, and one of Governor Piei-pont's appointees, was unanimous, 
ly confirmed in his place. 

I have seen that so-called legislative body, as if in derision and con- 
tempt of the Constitution, and in the absence of all proper respect for 
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putlio opinion, imd for the authodties in wiiose power tho Btalo is still 
held, and as if to provoke tbo resentment of that power, and to drive nil 
conservative men in Congress into tiie ranks of what is called the Kadicnl 
party, and thus to reiaid restorntion or reoonstmctibn, lo the great injury 
of the whole state nnd of the South, and aa if in deriaion, contempt, and 
defiance of the civil and militaiy anthorities, that the hest intertats of all 
reqnired should be conciliated nnd harmonized — I hare seen that body in 
the first stage of their organization select a gentleman (well qualified in 
all other icspeels, no doubt) as tlieir presiding officer, who was, perhaps, 
mora obnoxious to the requirements of the Constitution than any other 
membet of the body, as he iield bolli a military commission and the ofilco 
of member of Congress untov the Confedeiate govoinment throngliout the 
war, when it was expressly declared bj the Constitution that "Ho pei-son 
shall ho!d any ofSco under Ihia Conslitnlion who shall not have taken 
and subscribed an oath to. the following effect : 

" I do solemnly swoar that I will support the Constitntion of the United 
Stales, and the laws made in pursuance thereof, as the sopreme law of 
the land, any thing in the Constitution nnd laws of the Slate of Virginia, 
or in the oidinnnceB of (ho Convention which assembied at Eichmond on 
the thirteenth day of Febmnry, 1861, to the contiaiy notwithstanding; 
and that I will uphold and defend the government of Virginia aa restored 
by the Convention whicli assembled at Wheeling on the eleventh, day of 
June, 1801, and that I have not, since the first day of Januaiy, 1864, vol- 
untarily given aid or assistance in any way t*> those in rebellion ngainst 
the United States for the purpose of promoting the same," elc. 

And which Constitution also provides that "No person shall vote ov 
hold ofiice under this Constitution who has held office under the so^nllcd 
Confederate government, or who has been a member of the so-called 
Confederate Congress, or a member of any Stale Legislature in rebellion 
against the authority of the United States," yet without he or any mem- 
ber of the body having taken this oath, and in deflanco of these provisions 
of the Constitution, as if to brave public opinion, and challenge the re- 
sentment alike of the civil and military authorities of the United States, 
place this gentleman in the chair as a fit representative of the loyalty of 
the state, I have seen a nomination made of General Egbert E. Lee ns 
Grovernor of Virginia, which met with the applause of the House as well 
as the gallery, when the only claim of General Lee upon the state was 
that he fooght for four yeara for the overthrow of his country. I have 
seen resolutions adopted by lliis body, as an eshibition of their loyalty. 
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which carefidly, pei-haps, express no woi'd of loyalty to tlie Union or the 
gOTernment of the United Stales, bat only to the leoonatruetion policy of 
Mr. Johnson, by which they hope soon to be admitted without reatriction 
into the Union, \<ith the nominator of General Lee at the head of this 
comndttee, who, in his address to the President, vonehed for the loyalty 
of tho people of Vii'ginia in the following innguage ; "In decloiing that 
the people of Virginia accept and abide by tho results of the late contest, 
and that they intend in good faith \a meet all the ohligations thereby in- 
curred, the General Assembly express a sonlimcnt and a purpose whicli 
have been uniformly recognized bj our people, individnaJly and in musses, 
and, in regard to which, there is no hesitation ordisision in all Virginia;" 
while General Lee testified, as I learn fram offier witnesses who had been 
summoned, end were present, to a veiy e([iiivocal loyalty of the people, 
rather, in the fashion of tlie resolutions of the Virginia Legislature, in the 
form of deTOJion to Mi'. Johnson's policy of reconstruction than to tho 

Here, then, is a Strange conflict between the representations of the com- 
mittee and of the statement of their chief, who rather seems to concur in 
ihe substance of the resolutions than in the representations of tho com- 
mittee. I should think, from what I leai'n, that, according to General 
Lee's opinion, the loyalty of the state is by no means to be depended 
upon i rathei', that it is eqaivocal and contingent, dependent upon circum- 
stances. Now which yersion of the loyalty of the people is the countiy to 
accept? for myself I adopt neither. They are not all loyal, nor are they 
all disloyal. Hjelierethe element of disloyalty predominates, but among 
the masses of the people, those who had least to gain and most to sufier, 
the men who carried the musket and the sabre, and did the hard tighting 
(for the benefit of the politicians, who, for the most part, sought "bomb- 
proof" positions in the army, or safety from the enemy in the legislative 
hoUs and editorial chaii's, and other soft places), tliey have bad enough of 
war, and can not be easily dragooned into another ; and, if let alone hy 
the press and other leaders, or if protected, as they have a right to bo, by 
the gotemment of the United States, wonld by thousands and tens of 
thousands proclaim their loyalty in trampet tongues to the world. 

There are two points upon which Mr. Johnson has expressed himself 
very pointedly and emphaljcally. The first point was that " tieason was 
a crime to be punished, and that tnutors must be hung." Do gentlemen 
conceive this to be a part of his policy ? If so, I think it is a part tliet/ 
will not insist upon. The last was that "if there were five thousand, or a 
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smaller number of loyal men ia n state, that thej ivera entiwd to goTem 
il and fill all tho offices." This, I take it, is a part of the policy that he 
■will insist i^on; and the sooner those who have usnrped tho powera pro- 
hibited hj the Constitution pveparo for it, the sooner will the balance of 
Mr. Johnson's policy be carried out. 

I have seen it stnted in a Richmond paper, and, I suppose, by the an- 
tliority of the committee, that when ono of tho gentlemen (Mr. Grnttan) 
was asked by iho Beconstruction Committee whether a jury could be 
found in Virginia that wonld conyict Jefferson Davis of treason, he 
promptly atiEwered "Ho [" which was afterwoi'd qualified by saying, "that 
as Richmond always contained a large nnmboi' of Union men, such a 
jury might ba foand there," but of course nowhere else in the state. This 
statement was also confirmed by General Lee, as I learn. 

I have seen this same Legislature overstepping its legitimate bounds, 
nsurping the functions of the courts, with Ai^ns eyes peeving over tlie 
state for another victim lo satiate their rapacity, and stretching ont its 
Briarian arms to strike at a Union milroad president, in order to put a 
secession president in his place. I do Dot mean by this to express any 
opinion as to the merits of this unfortunate controversy — unfortunate for 
the inlerests of the stockholders and the state — but I do mean to say that, 
in my opinion, the Legislature had no right to interfere in the matter, and 
that, if Mr. Earbour felt aggrieved, his remedy was to appeal to the prop- 
er judidtJ tribunals for relief ; and I mean to say, moreover, that he ex- 
hibits an extraordinary degree of ei'ednlily and simpJicity who believes 
that if Mr. Barbour had been the Union candidate, and Mr. Jamieson 
the secession candidate for the presidency of the Orange and Alexandria 
Boad, that he wonld have been able to obtain the same proceedings from 
this body calling itself the Legislature of Virginia. I have seen that Mr. 
Alexander Stephens, himself but yesteiday steeped up to his eyelids in so- 
cesMon and rebellion (which in April, 1861, in a speech delivered in Rich- 
mond, he said had been forced upon the South, and that the South had 
the right on their side), and who has jast been elected to the Senate of 
the United St9.te5 because of his participation in the rebellion, declaring 
in a letter to a friend in Washington that "the condition and persecu- 
tion of the Union men in Georgia are vastly worse than during the rebel- 

I have seen application after application, and memorial after memorial 
coming up to Congress from Union men in nearly all tho so-called ra- 
eonstrncfed sljites, complaining of the bad treatment and violence dono to 
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element of thciv several loctilkjes. I myself have 
receipt of lellers for the last two months, sajicg that 
mo to do something to Btay the hand of this proscrip- 
party in this Etate, and praying thitt I will come to 

1 have seen, too, thoee men whom a becoming modesty, and a com- 
mendable diffidenco of their capacity and pretensions to govern, after the 
events of the last four years, would have kept at least for n time in the 
backgronnf), nisliing with hot hasle to assert their own indestructible and 
innlienablQ right, as If by Divine injunction, to govern and control, by 
thrusting themselves into places they had no constitutional right to fill, 
and grasping, with greedy hand, at every high and petty offlee for those 
whoaa claims rested alone on Iha fact of their service in the rebel cause. 
I have seen men wheedling and cajoling President Johnson in the press, 
in public meetings, and in the (egislative halls, who, when they get him 
in their power, will measure onttohira the same allowance that they have 
to Governor Pierpont for the ttppardonable sin of having been, a Southern 
Union man during the rebellion, all of which is set forth and fully avowed 
by that infamous, raischievons, and treasonable sheet, the New York Dail^ 
News, which would lead the Sooth to her still deeper min and degrada^ 
tion, and which has a larger circulation, is moi-e estensivelj rend, is sought 
aiter with gieater avidity throughout the South than any other paper in 
the United Slates, and which is regarded as the most faithful organ of 
the disloyal element of the South, when it says of the Hon. Joshua Hill, 
of Georgia, 

"Never can ho represent there or elsewhere the brave and gallant men 
of Gooj^gia. They know bettor than to intrust the honor of their dead and 
the interests of tlio living to such as he. Men do not trust those who 
have been false to them in the liour of danger and darkness. , The South- 
ern people never will, never can confide in those who, born among them, 
or living in their midst daring the dark and stonny days of their grand 
struggle, prayed, or sighed nt least, for the success of the foe, and for the 
ruin and devastation of the bouses, and temples, and fields of the South, 
and for that fearfat oppresaon beneath which these people are now stag- 
gering and gioariing." 

Here, then, is the edict that has gone forth from the foan tain-source, the 
law-malier and the lawgiver of secession depravity, the fate that awaits 
all good, true, and loyal men, who stood by their country in the country's 
peril, and hazarded fortune, liberty, and life in its defense, as did Andrew 
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Johnson in Tennessee iliirins t!io great strifu anil stvuggln fui- ihe Jifo cf 
the iia,lioi], and foi- the libei'tles of mankind on the one hand, and the per- 
petuation of the powev of Southei'n Democracy on the other. And all 
this we are asked to reeeive as unmiatakable evideneo of a puvpoeo on the 
part of the conjuej'eii to do full justice, and to extend a full measure of 
mercy and fovbcarnnce to their canqiierors in the great conflict and sin'fo 
for higher viages through which wo hmre jnst passed. In this is fore- 
shadowed the fate of Mr. Johnson, whom they new smother with caresses, 
and stuff with professions of loyalty to him, if he should eyev hate the mis- 
fovtnne to fail into their forgiving and merdful arras. 

How to all this 1 answer in the vulgar vernacular of the day, " Hary n 
time," if you pleaso. I have patiently snbmitted to tho control of that 
Democracy for thirty-fivo years that at last brought rnin and desolation 
upon tha country, and, for the Inst four years, -whose civil and miUtary 
power has trampled with an iron heel upon every class of its citizens, until 
it has turned ."the fair and snnny fields of tlie South" into a general 
grave-yard or e, desolate waste. To all this I have submitted, because I 
had no remedy, and could not help myself or others. Bnt now I can ; I 
have a remedy. I can help myself and all other good men at the same 
time ; and Til do it. As there is a God in heaven I'll do it, if (he devo- 
tion of all my energies, and half that I am worth, will effect it. And as 
for a seat in the Senate of tlio United States, I have not cared a pin for 
one, except that I thought, as others seemed to think, I could serve the 
best interests of the state hy being there. But I would forfeit forty seats 
in the Senate, ay, the Presidency itself, if it were offered t« me to-morrow, 
sooner than see that element of secession Democracy raised to power 
again, except that such a position would enable me to crush it the more 
effectually than hy any other means. 

And now I have lo say that I have not met with the first rnan, the first 
lawyer, or the first statesman who does not snhscribe to the general propo- 
sitions as set forth in the axioms 1 have presented in regard to the trne 
status of those lately in rebellion, with the exception of one point oalj. 
I have found some who, without inquiry or investigation, have rather 
taken it for granted that the power of the President to pardon might bo 
exercised before trial and conviction ; bnt this idea seems to have ansen 
from tho fact that Blackstone and other commentators of the Enelish law 
recognized the plea of pardon in bar of an indietmenf, and that such had 
been the practice under the British government; and it is well known that 
this power has been cldmed as one of the pverogntives of the king ; but I 
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fancy it wiO bo found that tlie pverogstlves of the king htive little to do 
with the powers of a president, tied down by constitutional enaotments, 
in this country. With us tiie case bns never aiisen that woald lead, or 
rather has led, to an adjadicationof the Supreme Court, or of any federal 
court. That Ench powers have been exercised in extreme cases bj some 
of the stale soyernors, I am aware, though I do not know nndev what par- 
ticnlai' phraseology of their State Constitutions; but, I am informed, it 
has never met with the approval of the best legal men in those states 
where it has occurred. 

The befit and only authority 1 have been able to find is contaiuod in the 
legal opinions of the several law officers of the United Ststes, oe, for ex- 
ample ; Mr. Attorney General Wirt, March 20, 1830, says, " The Eiiig of 
England grfnts conditional pardons by the common law. We have no 
common law here. There is nothing in the force of the term pardon 
which implies a previous condemnation. A pardon presupposes an of- 
fense—nothing more. But whore a pardon is granted on the vohaitary 
confession of ono who has not been indicted, the confession should bo in 
writing, and ike pardon foanded on the Bpecific offense confessed i in other 
words, it should be a special pardon, so as not to protect llie party against 
a prosecution for any more aggravated offense than he has thought proper 
to confess. And it wonld be proper to suggest farther that it would bo 
much safer, as a general rule, to reqaire a previons trial and condemna- 
tion, because ail previous pardons must be granted on ex parte representa- 
tions, by which the President may be deceived. The latter com'se, too, 
so far as I am informed, is more consonant witli the general practice both 
of the state and federal government." 

Upon this opinion of Mr. Wirt I will here reniarli, that this, ns in all the 
cases io which I shall refer, related to offenses of a minor character, and, 
farther, that I apprehend in none of the cases in which pardons have been 
granted by Pi'Csidont Johnson has there been a confession of guilt, and 
especially of the crime of treason ; and that if there was, that confession 
in the case of treason, as required by the Constitution, must be ira open 
coari. 1 have had occasion to read a very largo numbei' of those applica- 
tions for pardon, and I have never seen any such confession in any of 
them i but they usually represent that they are excluded from the bene- 
fits of the amnesty oath under such or such a clause of the proclamation 
of the 29th of May, 1865— generally the $20,000 dause, as it was called 
— and ask to be pardoned for that ; so that Mr. Wirt's opinion wonld be 
clearly agahiat the exercise of the poiver in iill such cases as these. 
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Attorney General Eevrian, October 13, says, "A variety of eoasidcrji- 
tioas seem to ine to render it iuexpedient generally to iDterpose the par- 
doning power previous to trial. It is not denied, however, flat cases may 
exist in wliich such an inteipoEition ivould be proper. " 

Of course, Mr. Beman must be presumed to refer to minor and unim- 
portant cases, in whieh tlie public intereet and safety would not saifer, 
where there were greatly extenuating cireumstancas or doubt about tho 
guilt of the parties, when he epeaks of coses that uiY exist. 

Attorney General Gushing, April 15, 185S, says, "The President lias 
Ihe power to pardon before eonviction. But there must be satbfactory 
evidence as to the guilt of tlie party ; and it has been held unwise and 
inexpedient, as n general rule, to interpose the pardoning power in au- 
ticipstion of trial and condemnadon, altlioagh partii^lar taitinnsiances may 
exist to justify sueh an exceptional act on tho part of the President." 

Eecolleot that none of these eases had reference to any crime of a very 
seiious nature where it is said cases ijiaj exist, or pavticnlar circnmstanccs 
ma;y exist, ete., etc. 

Bat I have reserved the most important and authoritatiro opinion, 
Bgfdnst whicli no Soulliem Democrat can raise his voice, for the JasL 
December 28, 1881, Attorney General Roger E. Taney said, "I do not, 
however, agree with yon in deriving this power (to discontinue judicial 
praoeedings) to the President from that clause in the Constitution whicli 
authorizeB him to grant pardons and reprieves. This is a specific grant 
of power which can not be extended beyond the fair import of the words. 
Ha can pardon or reprieve onh/ when an offense against Ihe law has been 
established by proof" (legal proof, of course) "or by the admission of the 
party" (in open court, of course, as in the case of treason), " md tlie penally 
Uierehy incwred." 

I can not find or hear of a ease in which in any Fedeinl court the ques- 

f has he I' d'cated whether n pardon can pvoperly be granted bv 

h P be rial and conviction, and the attoraeys quoted above 

d EC m ink not, as a general rule. Mr. Wirt thinks the 

n J b in writing, and the pardon founded on ihe specific 

ff ess d other words, says Mr. Wirt, it should be a special 

BO protect the party against a prosecution for a more 

aeg tc ff xn he has thought proper to confess. 

T es m ■ell be asked. What oifense have any of these rccon- 

te g onfessed? That they have been gnilty of treason? 

S y eny it ; they have only confessed that they were ox- 
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cludeil from the benefits of the praclsimation of Msiy, ] SOij, by Eiicli or 
sueli a clause — nnd moat goncvally ibe $20,000 clause— and it will be 
foand that it is their property that hiis been pardoned, ivhicli, in tlie Inn- 
gnoga of Mr. Wirt, eaii not protect them against a prosocntion for the 
mora aggrnvated ci'ime of tienaon. 

Mr. Berrian and Ml-. Gushing both oppose the esei'ciso of tlioponer, but 
admit that eases mto) exist, or drcmnstances mai/ exist to jnslify "siicJi aa 
•exertional act," and this I am ivjlling to concede. It would not be clifii- 
cnlt to conceive a case ia which the public intei-ost,ov justico to parties ac- 
cused, might j ustifj a slretc/iofpoioer, and this is done every day, perhaps, 
in every department of the government ; but this does not CBtabllsh the 
law to be exercised in the most flagi'oot cases and most aggravated of- 

Atlomey General Taney, afterward Chief- jvistiee, utterly denies tho 
power, and says it can only he exercised when nti offense ngainst the law 
has been established by proof or the confession of the party, and tho pen- 
alty thereby incurred — all of which conld ho reached only by triul and 

But since the above was written I have found still better anthoiity in an 
opinion of Chief-justice Marshall, to which all must yield respect, if not 
obedience. 

The opinion I found recorded in the American Encyclopiedia, under the 
Iieod of pardons. 

"A pardon," said Mr. Marshall, "is not an act of justice, but of grace. 
Pardon necessarily implies punishment, and punishment in all well-ordei'- 
ed states, at least, supposes guilt ascertained in the due course of law, and 
justly visited with a penalty. » » ♦ The theory is that the courts 
hare the monopoly of doing justice, that is, if the impartial and exact ap- 
plication of law, which ore intended and supposed to dispense justice, does, 
in fact, accomplish that end ; so, theoretically, it must be assumed that he 
is gailty whom the courts declare io be so, and that the penalty inflicted 
is justly inflicted." Ha farther says, "The ultimate power, the real sov- 
ereignty, wliether it reside in a king or in the people, as it is the source of 
the law, so it would be tlie source of grace to him who breaks the law. 
In the forms of government which have most prevailed, the crowned 
prince has been tegarded as sovereign. In democratic states the people 
'i'a' soveveign. The Constitution of the United States gives the power to 
the President alone. Now a pardon presujiposes guilt andjWi condem- 
nali'on, and works a sa^msioa ofilte seateaee, and defeats and annuls so far 



..Google 



the Jaiv wliicli pi'onounced it. But it is the fii'st principle of tiie beat form 
of goTernment tliat the law laual be supreme. 

"How if (he judgment which, the law paesed upon [be offender eon- 
dsted exclosiVBly in Gue nnd impriaonment (or conBacatloD), remission of 
them does, in fact, restore him to fall enjoyment of all his civil rights," 
but of course could neither suspend nor repeal the enactments of laif, 
such as the test-oath, nor override the provisions and requirements of a 
State Constitution. But Judge Marsbait proceeds : "but when infamy 
attaches, by particular laws, to the conyiotion, as it does ia the case of 
felonies, forgiTeness of the line, and imprisonment only," ns (confiscation 
of property) hy no means maltea the pardoned equal with the innocent. 
In short, the pardon is partial, ov, it were perhaps better to say, rris no 

Can any oae doubt what would be the decision of the Supreme Com-t 
if any one of tliese cases should be cnn'jed np to that court ? 

How, then, I may be asked for what good purpose liave I opened tip, or 
propose to open up these cases, and I answer, I propose to show to these 
gentlemen what is held by some of the best lawyers in this country to he 
sound, inconlrovertiWe law in their cas^; that they are not yet far enough 
out of the woods to pat on all these aira of superiority and lordly dicta- 
tion to those who have rights in this government superior f o their oivn ; 
to show them that they stand on dong!eroas ground, with a mine beneath; 
and that they can not nnd will not be permitted to frowtt down, or crush 
down, to trample down, to vote down, to write down, or to put down in 
any way the Union men of the South, who liave it in their power to place 
them in a far worae condition than they have yet occupied from the be- 
ginning of the rebellion, and in a far worse condition than they can place 
the Union men, cither by voting them out of ofSce^ or otherwise oppi'ess- 
ing or harassing theni. As for their social distinctions, let them bo kept 
up to their hearts' content. Nobody cares, I suppose, to associate with 
any of those who prefei other society. This pretension and arrogance is 
too ridiculous and eontemptibie to produce any other feeling than that of 
pity and derision. If this disposition proceeded from the pride of the 
conqnered, it might ba respected ; bnt when it proceeds from bad tasto, 
bad temper, bad fceUng, and worse judgment, I should despise the man or 
woman who would stoop to conciliate it. They have the right to do it, 
but those who encourage it stand much in the way of their own interests, 
and the interests of the state, when we should all work together for the 
common good ; but they can be permitted no longer to treat Union men 
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wilh indignity, nor to stigmatize them as truitors, for every such Union 
roan has his remedy in his own hBnds. If any miin calls me a, traitor, or 
tliinks me one, I cliallenge liim to a, trial of the question ; let him malie 
an affidavit agiunst me, and I will vetnrn the compliment to him, and 
have the queslioa tried. I will promise to plead no pardon in bar that I 
have crawled to the footstool of power to solicit. 

Do you ask me what this I'emedy is? I will tell yon. Suppose the 
loyal men refuse to pay the taxes imposed by the body now in session — 
and I give timely notice now that I will not pay onedoilarof tax imposal 
upon me — on the ground, first, that the Legislature is not a lawfully and 
conslitutionally constituted body, and, second, tJiat it ia composed in 
part of aliens, whose pardons are of no avail, and who have no more 
right to tax me than a Mexican Ijegislatnre would have. The sheriff 
seizes my property, and I apply to tlie judge for an injunction and appeal 
to the law foe protection ; he grants the injunction, and he decides that 
they did or did not comply with the provisions of tlie Constitution, that 
they wore or were not aliens, and that the pardons wove or were not grant- 
ed in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. The case is 
carried up to tbe Court of Appeals, and from there to the Supreme Court 
of the United Slates. Here is a case made for the Supreme Conrt, and 
suppose they decide that the pai-dons are good for nothing. Then all any 
citizen has to do is to go before a magistrate or district judge of the Fed- 
eral conrt and make oath that snch a poi'ty has been guilty of treason, 
and demand a warrant for his arrest — and he is bound to issue such war- 
rant — and hring him to trial, when the pardon can be plead in bar, and 
thus bring it to the Supreme Court for ai^udication. 

Now I want to he nnderslood. Not a pardon has been granted that 
1 desire to see revoked. There is no man that I Imve cared to see pro- 
nounced an alien by the law, provided fall justice is done to Iha Union 
men, of whom iJiei'o ai'e from thirty to fifty thousand in this state, and 
who wo nM openly proclaim it if it were not for the terror of public opin- 
ion and the fear of denunciation from the public press ; but if there were 
bnt a handful, a baker's dozen, ov if I stood alone, I would demand it for 
myself. Therefore I call upon every Union man in the state, and in the 
South, to stand up for their rights without fear, and say to nil who would 
withhold them, " stand from under." 

Of coorael must expect to hear a general how! and volumes of abase 
from the "reconstructed," but I am so used to this that it does not hurt; 
and if they knew what contempt 1 feal for all such trash they would save 
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their wratb, and bottle it up for somebody olBO thiit would feel it moro 
thiin I do. I once lieai'd it GBld that if it man tln'oivs a stone tii tlie davk, 
and lie heard a dog Uowl, yon might be sure it hit him. This much in ao- 
tieipalion of what is to come. 

This thing has to he stopped, or I pledge myself to bring the whole mat- 
tor to a jadicial decision, as 1 said hefoi'e, if it costs me half that I i^m 
worth in the vrovld if it is not. '^Verbam sat iapreseaH." 

I am rerj reepectfallj and trnly jonr friend, John M. Botts. 



On thomDraingthisletterwaspnblishedinEdimonJ, 'Mr Gametl," 
the member of theLee'''^''nre, to whom it was addicsscl, rose to a por- 
soanj explanation, in the course of which ha said, 

■ "The letter being addressed to me, it might bo supposr'd that I coin- 
cided in the opinions, or sjrapathiied in any way with the i lews expressed, 
neither of which have my approbation ; but I repudiate both the one and 
the other, " to which the following reply was made : 

AuBiiru, Culpepper County, Mmuli 1, ISM. 

To MOBOOI C^BIETT, Eaq. ! 

It was very much the habit of Mr. Clay when he offended liis friends, 
shich he not unfrequently did, by way of apology, to say, " Well, if a 
man can not take libevticB with his fviends, who the devil can he take them 
with?" I suppose it was on this principla that, on the 24th nltimo, yoti 
tool what I must think the most uncalled-for and unwarrantahle Lberty 
of di'ngging me before the legislative (so-called) body to arraign ma for 
opinions expvessed in a letter to you in terms that might well have been 
left to those who sot up no pretensions of friendship. It would have been ■ 
qiiilo tirao enough for you to refuse to indorse for me ivhcn I had asked 
you to put your name on my paper. Yon must, therefore, excuse mo for 
acting on the same pvinciplo with yon, by taking the eamo liherty yon have 
taken witli mo. How long has it been since it was understood that a per- 
son to whom a letter was addressed was responsible for all that the lettei' 
contained ? In what school has such a prindpla been affirmed ? God 
forbid that I should he held responsible for al! letters I receive. If I 
were, I should be for Mr. Johnson and agwnsl him; for Congress and 
against it ; for the emancipation proclamation and against it ; for negro 
suffrage and against it ; and for eveiy conceivable shade of opinions that 
can be held by the great number of pei'sone who think praper to address 
me, and furnish their views of the multitude of vexed quealiona which agi- 
tato tlie public mind. 
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I Tcgret very niiicli,/ar mora than you sny yon do, in. your last letter to 
me, that you should have fo!t yourself under the necessity of doing any 
thing that I think reflects no credit on your discciniination or moral cour- 
age, and that, iu tile end, will, I am satisfied, operate far more to your 
disadvantage than it mill to mine. For the present, I nm perhaps tlie 
chief sufferer ; for you, as my fi-ieni3, being the first to put the ball in mo- 
tion, have, by your repndiatjon, alforded the opportnnity to others lately 
professing friendship to introduce my name before the same body, in the 
..-mere wantonness of offensive insinuation, upon a subject with which I 
liftdno connection, as a corporator in a railroad bill of ivWch I had never 

For more than thirty years we have been personal and political ftiends. 
There have not been a great number In the slate from ivliom I have had 
more numerous and stronger professions of friendship than yourself, even 
up to the 27th of Tebruaiy, three days after yon had indulged in this 
wholesale repndiation of my entire views, etc. 

Toumaybemyfiiendi you say you are, andl will not doubt it, thouglj, 
to be entirely frank with yon, I must say yon have an extraordinary and 
somewhat disagreeable way of showing it. 

Ist. A report is in circulation, ot I'athar an iafeeence is drioL-n, of my 
connection with the Alexandria movement to reduce the state to a terri- 
torial condition — an inference drawn from a circumstance tliat should 
hare led to exactly the opposite conclusion — which you wiite me is doing 
me incalcnJable injury, and is likely to defeat (ivhat you have often mitten 
and told me constituted your chief otgcet ill coming to the Legislatare), to 
wit, my election to the Unired States Senate. Possessing the evidence 
■ to romove that inference, and to obviate that injury, you refuse to use if, 
writing to me dt the same time that it is necessaiy to define my position, 
which definition you have in yonr pocfeeC. 

2J. When I answer your letter through tlie press, to do which, as 
heretofore explained, I thought I had yoar permission (for had I written 
to you privately again, I had no assurance yon would use it otherwise 
than you did the first), for /car of being held responsible hy the dominant 
party and their press, who are aiming to drive you, and me, and all of our 
class to the wall, and estahliah their own supenorili) over as, you feel it 
incumbent upon you to rise in your place and repudiate what you are not 
called upon to indorse, and what no man in the world conld have held 
yoa responsible for; and then, in n private letter, as if in apology for this 
injvistice, you express your rogretatthe";iaJi!/"Min«ccaBi^" that compelled 
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yon to ruiike the explsination, put Eomo half dozen or more fiir-fetched 
unci unwaiTaataUa conclusions as to the objects and eSects of mj propo- 
sitioas, such as I had never dreamed of, and such as it would appear to 
me that no man of your intelligence could by possibility draw from tliem, 
and you conclude by sajlng, "although jou can not Eanction tho ulti'a 
views sad opinions which I have published, or coincide with me in the 
denunciation of our state government" (so-called), " yon can neTCr, until 
yoa forget all of the past, cease to bo my true fiicnd and well-wiahei'," 
Ye^ notivithstanding this, you see published in the Seatinei, immediately 
under your aye, a statement from that fellow ' ' Dick Smith" — I believe that 
is his name — to the effect, " Ho wonder Mr. Gamelt has been quick to get 
away from his good friend as fnst as he could, and to repudiate both lam 
and his opinkras." This quotation does attach tho responsibility to you of 
having repudiated me as well as my opinions, and does not coincide with 
your letter to me ; yet you do not choose !« disclaim it, but leave the 
world to suppose that you have in truth repudiated yom/riendskiiifor me 
as well as the views I have presented. Yon wilt hero permit me to say, 
that if I had erred in my judgment, inasmucli as toy whole object was to 
prevent ^ot, in company with ail Union men, from being forever a pro- 
scribed class, reduced to a, position of inferiority in this state in all futnre 
lime, and for which I was disposed to make a willing sacrifice of myself, 
it might have been received with a little more generoMty and forbearanco 
than it seems to have been. 

Toe say yon are my friend ! and I repeat I will not doubt it ; but on this 
seoie I have the advantage of you. You wanted to secure an ofBce for 
me for the benefit of the state, but I have yet to see that yon made the fiist 
movement in that direction before tho body of which you are a member. 
I labored to get two for yon — one for yourself and another for yonr son. 
I failed, it is true, in both ; in the former, dther because tho appointing 
or nominating power did not have as much confidence in you as I had, or 
from a lack of influence with him on my own part ; the latter, I think, 
wonld have succeeded in 'Washington, bnt for the fact that the office 
sought had been discontinued. Of this I wrote you from Alexandria, in 
the same letter in which I asked your permission to answer yours through 
the press to me, which was far more open to you than to me ; for while 
there Was but one in Richmond that would publish mine to you, all would 
gladly have published any repudiation you had to make of me or of my 
, opinions. 

Q 
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Now, my fi-iend, let us looli this matter straiglil in tho face, and sco 
what it is yon thus unqnalifiedly repudiitte. 

Tou are either n loyal man oi: yon are disloyal. If you are disloyal, you 
have woefully deceived me, both during tho war and sinca its close. If 
you are loyal, then, I eay, you have gone far beyond what you can sustain 
yourself in, or be sustained in, either by tho loyal or disloyal men of the 
state or country. 

Your language, as reported in the Eq>vbUc, is that "tho letter heing 
addressed to jou, it might be supposed that you coincided with tne in 
opinion, or sympathized in any way with the views I had expressed, nei- 
ther of which has your approbation, but you repudiate both tho one and the 
other." The construction put npon this by the Seatiael js that yon repu- 
diate both the opinions and myself. This is flatly contradicted by your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, to which I have before referred i for to repudi- 
ate me before the Legislature and in the public prints, and in a pritate 
commnnication to say that "yott would never cease to bo my true friend 
and wcU'ioisher" — the italics jour own — would exhibit a want of candor 
and anoei'ity that I can not and will not suspect yoa of, and, therefore, I 
musthjot tor Eorao other intoi-pyotatioB, and tho only one it bears, as I sec 
it, is that you repudiate, one and all, the opinions I have expressed in my 
axioms and in my letter to yon. Now, what are the opinions you repu- 
diate ? 

My first proposition is, that tho right of secession is not authorized, Irat 
forbidden by the Constitution. Differing with me on this, you think se- 
cession is not forbidden, but authorized by the Constitution. 

My second is, that the ordinances of secession were null and void. You 
think they were not null and void. 

My third is, that there can not be thii'ty-six diffi:rent allegiances in the 
United Slates, and no one man owing his first allegiance to the central and 
supreme government. Yon think there are thirty-six diffcrent allegi- 
ances to the thirty-six states, and none owing their allegiance to the only 
power that can make peace or war. 

My fourth is, that the states have not been out of the Union, and could 
not be carried out but by successful revolution. You think the states 
have been out of the Union, and the Union has been dissolved. 

My fifth is, that any attempt lo set up a new government within tho 
United States hos^le to it, by force of arms, is treason. You think it is 

My £i:i.th is, that the right of expatriation and denationalization has 
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nevei been denied in this country, nnd tliat the citiiens tliereof liad the 
light to take themselves out, eithev individually or collectively. Tou 
think that sach right has not been recognized, and that they can not 
dlher expatriate or denationalize themsolves. (I guess, then, these colo- 
nic that are being prepared for Mexico had better be stopped at once.) 

My seventh is, that the late Confederate goTernraent did constitnte a 
goTemment de facto (the Legislature, I see, questions wliether it was not 
one ^jare), and that all who assisted in creating that de facto govern- 
ment, or who took tho oatli of allegiance to it, thereby alienated thera- 
selvcs from the government, renounced tlieit allegiance to the United 
States and their claims to its protection, and can become nationalised 
again only by the law of naturalization or by some new law. You think 
it was not a def<u:lo government, and that those who took the oath of al- 
legiance to it did not renounce their allegiance, and wore entitled to the 
protection of the United States, and have nothing to do but to walk, with- 
ont ceremony or permission, out of one government into another. 

My eighth is, that there is no difference in the political status of two 
citizens, one of whom takes the oath of allegiance to one tie /orfi; govern- 
ment, and the other, who tates the samo oath lo another de facto govevn- 
ment. Yon think there is. 

My ninth is, that after the rebellion was put down, llio loyal men of 
tho rebellioaa states had a natural and inherent right to take control of 
thegovomment, 10 thoexclnsioQofthe disloyal men (which is in accovd- 
anoe with the policy of Mr. Johnson), and that all the repvesenlatives, 
properly elected, and who went to "Washington prepared in good fwth io 
comply wili the Constitution and tlio laws of the country, should be ad- 
mitted to seats without nnnecessary delay. You think that thay had no 
such right, and that Mr. Johnson's policy, which yoa profess to sustain in 
the resolutions of loyalty unanimously adopted by the Legislature, should 
be overthrown, and that the states are ttot entitled to be repi-csented by 
loyal men. 

My tenth is, that as all men are presumed innocent until they aro proved 
guiltj, the powor of tiie President to reprioi-e and pardon commences aft- 
er the offense and penalty have been ascertained. You think all men aTo 
not innocent until they are proved guilty, and that tho President can par- 
don before the ofFbnse and penalty are ascertained. (To your dissent to 
this latter conclusion I would not object, as it may be considered a dis- 
puted point, and is not at all necessary to the establishment of my gener- 
al pro] 
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My cleTenth and twelfth are, that tlie attempts ai 
failure, and that the shortest (tnd best, if not the only waj to get them in, 
will be for auoh states as the law-making power does not recognize as hav- 
ing been reeonstructad accovding to liiw, should be commenced de tioso, 
under such conditions as will enable them to get in at the earliest prac- 
tical moment. You think these efforts have not failed (Query, How many 
states have gotten into Congress ander this policy ?), and that thcj had 
better stay out as they are now, and are likely to continue (under the con- 
current resolution of the two houses, which will snrdy pass the Senate), 
rather than begin agiun and get in at an early day. 

My thirteenth is, that Virginia has been conttuitonsly a recognized gov- 
cmment, and can not now be properly sabjeetod to a military or provi- 
sional governor. You think she has not heen a continuously recognized 
goTOmtooDt (though she had two senatora throughout the war), and that 
she ought to have a military or provisional governor, and be treated as 
those states that did not claim to be in the Union during the rebellion. 

My foartaenth is, that as tlie Constitution declares that the House of 
Ddegates shall consist of not less than eighty, and not move than one 
hundred and four, tJierefore, fourteen in one house and six in the other 
did not constitute a lawful Legislature. Again, that as the Constitution 
declares that no person shall serve as a member of the Legislature with- 
out taking an oalJi therein prescribed, and farther provides that no pewon 
shall vole or hold any office whatever who has held oiBce under the Con- 
federate government, or any state in rebellion, which oath no member of 
the Legislature has taken ; and aa many of them did hold office under 
the Confederate or state government in rebelEon, therefore, that the body 
baa not been organized according to the requirements of the Constitution, 
necovdingly all their acts are null and void. Yon think that fourteen in 
one house and sis in the other is a sufflcient compliance with the provi- 
sions of the Constitution, and that the oath prescribed as essential to the 
qualification of each member (which you well know has cot been ad- 
ministered) might be disregarded and set aside by those who are other- 
wise disqualified, and that rebel officers, civil and military, could, under 
tlie Constitution, proceed to legislate as if no such provisions had been con- 
tained in the Consdtntion, and that their acts are all legal and binding. 

These are the points of difference which would appear to exist between 
us, by your universal repudiation and condemnation of all my views, 
while I know, in reality, that you entertain no such opinions, and that 
there is no such difference between us. The truth is, Mr, G«'nc£t, yon 
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found my axioms svnd letter offensiva to the disloyal maa with whom you 
■ are associaKd, and you lacked the moral conrago to anatain them ; and, 
for fear of a suspected acquiescence, yon incautiously, inconsideraiely, 
and unnecessarily repudiated one and all in a breath. I say, nioreovei-, 
that neither you nor any other man in the stute, ivho has a reputation to 
lose or to make, dare go before the public ■upon these issHCS as made with 
me by jour general repudiation. 

When I was on a visit to Richmond, in the month of January last, I 
read my axioms to many of the njcmbei's of the Legislature, who did mo 
the honor to call upon me, and I said, " It is apparent to all that this 
Legislatare is about to educate the people into the belief that treason to 
the United States is a viftue to be rewarded, and loyalty a ci-ime to he 
punished ; and if yon do not exert yourselves, and make a stand-up fight 
with your adrersaries, this will be the unaroidable conaeqneneo of jour 
submission, and, as I do not mean to anhmit to any siieh state of things, 
I shall feel myself not only at liberty, but honnd to present these asioma 
to Iho public, as containing the true solution of the status of those who 
Bi'e eti'nggling to place us in a position of inferiority and degradation." 
Not a man made an objection to any one axiom piesented except to that 
which related to the pardons, upon which some few remai'ks were made, 
to the effect that ' ' Wo have got oar pardons, and do not want 'to give 
them up, and do not mean to do so ;" to which I replied, " The loss of 
your pardons is no consequence if my propositions are adopted, because 
neither jotir persons nor your property can be disturbed, under my propo- 
sitions, without trial and conviction, and certjtinly no loyal man need 
stand in fear of that." But they all acquiesced in the necessity of making 
the fight, and that an issue should be presented. There aie many wit- 
nesses to all this. 1 left Eichmond, and waited for three weeks, and no 
issue was presented. The day for adjournment was drawing to a close, 
and I concluded that if I waited until after the adjournment it m^ht be 
said that I had taken all the chances of an election to the Senate, and, 
being disappointed, I had made war upon the organization of the Legis- 

I determined, therefore, that while I was in "receipt of letters nsanring 
me of my elecljon before adjournment, " to throw all chance of an election 
to the dogs, rather than remaio passive and see my own inferiority and 
that of the whole class of loyal men in the state established, as if by law, 
and I resolved to hold back no longer. 

I claim that wo are entitled to occupy a position of svpa-ioHiy, but I 
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would hiivo been content with egaalUi/ ; loss tlian this I will not patiently 
or willingly submit to, and those who wonld are not political associates 
for me, and are welcome to go into the rants of tiie other party ; but let 
them make no fnrthei' pretensions to loyalty, or even to equality tdth rebels. 

Now, to show you how differently my views are regoi'ded by others of 
the loynl class, I suhjoin one or two extracts from numei'ous letters re- 
ceived. 

The following is from a consistent and most vespectnWo sotii'cc, a Union 
man from first to last, who has not, at any time, been afraid, to htow hia 
sentiments. He says, "It is laughablo to heai' people, whose brains nev- 
er gave them the headache, talk abont the indiscretion of Botts. * * * 
Tour colamn of truth in the BepubUc, being copied into so many papeis, 
must do soma good, and must save us from a Democratic deatJi or seces- 
sion helL I am delighted to hear the crack of yoar whip, and beg yon 
not to spare the lash. The iUegalily of the Legishvtnre and unconstita- 
lionaltty of the pardons, and of all their proceedings, touches them on 
the raw; in fact, they feel deeply every word you have written." 

The following is from one of the most intelligent, respectable, nnd re- 
sponsible Union men in the Southern States: 

" I am greatly indebted to you for your masterly and indignant recital 
of the contumncious and disloyal conduct and lums of onr Southern rnl- 
ere, i bope it will arouse our friends every where. * * * I would have 
prefeiTed it should have been done by some other than youi'self (so would 
1^ bat who was 10 do it ?) ; by one who, like yourself, had the wisdom and 
courage of Hampden. * * • I could not feel otherwise than indignant 
at the supercilious repudiation of your opinions and feelings by youv late 
friend and correspondent, Mr. Gamett. I could not have suspected any 
one of such meanness. You have had by far too many of such friends, 
and it is time for you to discard them, and \>e more wary of your confi- 
dence in tbe future. 8nch a man as Mr. Garnett should have a Roland 
for hia Olirer," with many more such expressions of indignation. 

I quote these passages from letters received, only to show you that all 
my friends do not concur with yoa in opinion. I repeat, I have no other 
object under the sun than to secure fairness and justice to the loynl men 
of the South generally, and those of this state in particular, nnd until it 
is obtained "I will fight it out on this line" to the last resort, for which, 
if jon belong to that class, yon shonld have given me your thanks instead 
of your rebuke. 

I know of no man who has had so much reason as J to exclaim, "Save 
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me from my frieiiils!" I fim milling to lear, andlmve borne, a gretit 
desil frooi some of mine, but I am not willing to bo saeriSced or slanEli- 
tei'ed by them, or that they should make capital for themselves by endeav- 
oring to bring odinm upon me. This is asking too ranch, and a little 
more than I am willing to yieid. 

When you have given vo1«b, or made speeches or reports that were of- 
fensive to Union men, which you hare frequently done dnring the session, 
did I make haete to vopudiata you or your action ? No ! I did not ap- 
prove of what yon had s^d or done, bnt I offered a defense for you ; I 
did not jvatify, bnt palliated, to reconcile those who distvnsted you (as 
Beven tenths of my frionds did) : and this yon know, for you have been 
present when I did it, and jou will recollect the acknowledgment yon 
made, which I will not repeat, but which might apply as well to this case 
as to the one then under consideration. 

And now, Mr. Garnett, I have given yoa a Eoland for your Oliver, and 
lot mo assure you I have said nothing here except to defend myself from 
your most estraordinaiy, unprovoked, and unealiod-for assault upon me. 
If I thought it proceeded from treachery or baseness of heai-t, as others 
do, I would drop you altogether; but I do not think this. I think jon 
were put up to it, and in a moment of weakness you gave way to the bad 
counsels of interested men, wlio would rejoice at my discomfitiire. It is 
for yon now to say what shall be out relation in the future. I am willing 
lo break even, let by-gones be by-gones, and let matters stand as before ; 
but of this yon must determine for yourself. But I am admonislied by 
the Utik hispatch that my letters are always long, and that the printers 
dread me, which I do not think concerns them much, as I am never per- 
mitted to trouble them in this way except in the form of a paid advertise- 
ment; and, to be frank, I could not be content with short paragraphs like 
one who has a paper always at his command, and writes for it every day. 
But for any thing I can now see, I shall be under no necessity of troub- 
ling any of iliem again very soon. 

I am respectfully yam's, Jons M. Botts. 



he two letters below are furnished, as serving to show 
the real condition of things as they now— spring of 18GC— exist in Vir- 
ginia, under Mr. Johnson's reconstruction policy. 
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Anburu, Culpepper County, Febniiry 20, ISCB. 
To tbeEdiloE of the liepuUiQ: 
Ko doubt many of my frienfls will thint: it strange, and will probably 
condemn rae for the portion I have assumed in Ihe "asioms" 1 have pre- 
sented, and the letter foUowing tipon ila heels, addressed to my friend, 
MuBCoe Garnctt, Esq. ; and sometimes 1 think it a. little strange myself, 
that in violation of what 1 thought was an absolute determination on my 
part, for the last Uto years ofmy life, noyer again topormlt myself to take 
an active part in politics, that I should now have departed from it, and 
placed myself once more in the foreground, to receive all the ahuae that 
niisapprehcnsion, ignorance, stupidity, and malevolence might direct 
against me j bnt when I saw the inconteslible evidence of disloyally dis- 
played by the press nodLegislature of this state daily exhibited and hour- 
ly increasing ; mhen I saw Union men every where, and under all circum- 
stances, overslaughed and turned out of office ibr those who had served 
in the rebellion; when I saw the people being rapidly educated to look 
upon treason as a virtue, and a passport to office, and loyalty a ciirae to be 
pnnished ; when I saw, out of all the papers published in the state, only 
two or three, and those of a limited circalatbn, remonstrating or protest- 
ing against this injustice to those who alone could iill any ofBoo in this 
state according to the provisions of the Constitution, whicli I et liist pro~ 
nonneed a second edition of the "Lecompton Swindle," but which has since 
been recognized by all, and under which tho present Legislature professes 
to have met, and is now acting; when I saw that the late i-ebel Legisblvre 
was virtually and substantially declared a lawful government, when, on 
motion of a veiy active participant in the rebellion, in a bill that referred 
to the lata state government, the words "de facto" were etruek out, on the 
ground that mam/ tlwught it a ffovei-nnieiit " de jure," thereby virtually le- 
galising the rebellion ; when I heard in Washington of the overwhelming 
testimony that had heen given by the most respeotabie gentlemen from 
this state, and from almost every other Southern slate, of the rapid in- 
crease of disaffection and disloyalty among the people ; and when officers 
in command of Southern departments, of the highest respectability, and 
of tho highest grade and distinction, testifying to this disloyalty, and on 
oath declaring their knowledge of a wide-spread conspiracy on foot 
among the loaders — not to embark in rebellion again, for of that they have 
had quite ennugh— but to involve the country in a foreign war, in order 
that the discontented and aspiring politicians might have a chance to cut 
their way to fortune, and wipe out the bitter mortification with which 
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ttey are devoured, but wliich for a time was amothered, all of mhich yon 
will leu.™ when this testimony is laid before the public It is not in my 
nature to be quiet until the net was ivoren and the knot tied by which 
\is were again to be plunged into a sea of calamities as ws were in 1S6I, 
when it might bo too lata to resist it. Seeing alt this, I hesitated long, I 
toflected maturely on what my duty required me to do, and I felt I shonld 
be no better than a traitor to my country and to my party — I mean to 
the Union sentiment of the South and of the enuntry, for I belong to no 
party — if I did not endeavor to oip it in the hud. 

So T "pitehed in," enlisted once again against the most mischievaus, 
the most reckless, the most untiling and persevering, and the most wicked 
party, as I religiously believe, that the Almighty, in his infinite wisdom, 
ever permitted to exist on earth. I speak now of the leaders of that 
parly as a political organization, many of whom seem to think the sun 
would cease to rise and sliine if their infallihle counsels were withheld from 
the nation. Of what materials are our people made, that they do not 
look inoio cleaily W their own interesB ? Have they not suffered enough 
throngh tlie agency of this same Democratic party, tliat they must cling 
to it and worship it as if it had dBlivered them from miseiy and vuin, in- 
stead of liaviug bi'onght it upon them? Are my present piopisitions 
mora obnoxious than were mj admonitions against the tweniy-fiist rale 
(by mhich tlie Abolition party was built up) in 1841 ? or my oppoaitioo 
to the annexation of Texas (the reniole cause of tlie late rebellion) in 
1844? or my opposition to the Mexican War in 1845, '6, and '7? or my 
warnings against the repeal of the Missouri Compromise (the imimdiate 
cause of the rebellion) in 1854 ? or my ra.'gent entreaties against secession 
in 1361? Why, then, not listen to me now? I am only a little in tlie 
advance now, as I was on the above-named occasions when they respect- 
ively occurred. Then all condemned, hut afterward, when too late, all 
approved. I am not silly enongh to npprehend another I'ebellion ; but I 
do fear the ascendency of this party to power, and I do fear that power, 
if the country should, bj any misfortune, become involved in a foreign 
mar, which I hare every reason to believe is anxiously prayed for by many 
mho have recently taken the oath of strict fidelity to the United States, as 
contained in the amnesty oath. 

Now suppose, by any misfortune or any indiscrimination on the part of 
the civil or militaiy authorities either in Washington or on the Rio GranJe, 
ive should be involved in difficulty with the I'reiich Empire, and these ex- 
tremely loyal gentlemen wore to invite the French anthoritiea to land a 
Q2 
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considerable force at some southern point — say CharleBton, Savannali, 
Penaaeola, or Mobile — -anA General Grant weie lo attempt to P3sist them 
with the aimy of the United States, who believes thej could reneb the 
point of landing, in the pveEent temper and spirit displayed ? They might 
reach the point, pevliaps, but would their Enpplies and the materials of 
war be allowed to reacli them ? Would not the hridges be destroyed, and 
the rails torn up, etc. ? I believe if the men did not do it the women 
woald, for thej ai'e being educated lo this feeling every day. 

Now if this feeling docs not exist, why is it that every Union man is 
sacrificed, and every one who was in the rebel seiTice tji,Iien care of? 
Why is it that if young ladies, who modestly and instinctively slirink from 
the appearance of their names in the public prints, and who attend a social 
party given by United States oflicers, find thoir attendance on the occasion 
referred to in the next day's paper in such teiins as to bring odium npon 
them among their former friends? I know of a young lady who was 
brought up in a strong secession family, and whose partialities nero all 
in that direction, that, for the sake of an evening's amusement with some 
warm friends, attended one of those ofBeera' "hops," and the result was, 
her old friends and companions refused to recognize her when next she 

All profess to he loyal, and to balong to the Union Church. Is it usual, 
when one joins a Christian chiircA, and kneels at tlie communion-table to 
take the Lord's Sacrament, for them to treat with contumely and con- 
tempt those who knelt nt the same tahle before them, and, if not, why do 
those who kneel at ihe altar of the Union with us give themselves aira, 
and spurn the association and fellowship of those whom they found at the 
altar when they came in? Does ho who joins a Masonic lodge despise 
liis brother-Masons becailse they wore Master-Mnso-as before he joined the 
lodge ? 

I know a lady of Virginia birtJi, but who married in the Nortli, that 
came to thia state, and went to visit her fViends and relatives in Rich- 
mond (and whose father was an original and life-long secessionist), liaving 
no sentiment of resentment toward those who had differed from her in 
opinion ; not one of her friends called to see her, and one of her near 
relatives actually gave her to tindersfand that he would not speak to her 
if she were to visit his house ; and this individual was one of the class who 
claim to be " loyal men" in the present acceptation of the word, and who 
had taken the amnesty oath, and who has hitherto passed for a kind- 
hearted gentleman. 
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Under all tliese civeumstaiiMS, together \\itli those eaumei'ated in my 
last letter, I determined to remain inactive no longer, and I have enlisted 
for the war, and "npon tliia line I propose to fight it out;" not because, ns 
the Charlottesrille Chromch elegaotly expresses it, " He had rather drivo 
a stage, hectoring and swearing from one tavern-stand to another, than to 
coTomand a man-of-war and keep his mouth ahat," or, as the same paper, 
with still more reflnemcnf, sajs, "Bsoanae he wonld prefer being the 
hully among half a dozen followers, to being tlie leader of a free and in- 
dependent party." I beg to assure the editor of the paper in question 
that he does mo gieat injustice whon he thinks I could hare a tnsle for 
stage-driving, hectoring, swearing, or Lnllying, hut I viouM I'aiker bt dead 
and in my grave, honored for my manhood, than patiently to submit to 
the wrongs and oppressions which are sought to ho pnt upon all of my 
class, or keep my mouth shut from compulsion or fear; thai I did not do 
under the Confederate despotism, and I am still loss likely to do it now ; 
and for the "free and independent party" in this state, where is it to be 
found, for any man of brains to lead, to which I cotild attach myself as an 
kamllefaUowerf If any one willpoiilt it out to me, I will promise to fall 
in the rear rank of that paity. My highest aspiration is to see one such 
arise, Fhcenix-like, \o claim what they aro entitled to demand. "I am 
not mad, most noble Festns, but speak both the words of truth and sober- 
When I enlisted in this war I knew what odds I should have to en- 
counter; I know the prejudice I should awaken; I knew the injustice 
that wonld be done mj motives; I knew the timidity of iJiose I was en- 
deavoring to serve, because I have had to deal with them before. I was 
also aware of the iguorauco and stupidity I should meol^ with in such' 
papei's as the Petersbarg Index, the leading articles of which have been 
beneath contempt, not for the abuse of me which has characterized them, 
bnt for the absence of all understanding and knowledge of the great ques- 
tions they nndertake to discuss. I knew that the small provincial papers, 
upon the plea of "want of I'Oom," would garble and mutilate my "axioms," 
and give what they call "asjnopsis," but only such a synopsis as suited 
their purposes, and then reason from them ; all this I knew, but I determ- 
ined not to "keep my month shut" or my pen idle. 

Wait antjl this " Hadical" Legislature shall call a convention to make 
a new Constitution, which will be composed of the same set or sort of 
men that now control the Legislature, and then we shall all see where the 
Union men will he found ; and, therefore, I choose now, and just here, to 
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make an issue as to the legality of this body that^ by tiicit veeent unwise 
notion, has ruined the fairest prospects of Bichmond, Petersburg, and 
Norfolk for the benefit of Baltimore ; and I should thint every propertj- 
iiolder and husiness-man in those localities would rejoice to see this Leg- 
islature declared an unconstitutional ovganizatioD by the proper ti'ibunals 
of the country; and it may he of some interest to them to be informed 
that this question is likely to be brought before the Federal courts by the 
Northern stockholders of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, if the ef- ■ 
fort should be persisted in to dispossess the present cfBccrs of the road 
under any law that lias been passed by the Legislature, and thus relieve 
me of the necessity of raising the question by withholding the payment 
of ray state faxes, as I hare announced it my purpose to do. By the 
way, I may as well mention here that I have recently been informed by 
a member of the Board of Public "Works, who has been temovedfrom of- 
fice, " lliat Mr. Alexander Kives and myself had been appointed diroctovs 
of this road before the change in the board took place," but, of course, as 
we were both Union men, wo were thought to be very onsuitable persons 
to serve as directors of a Virginia railroad, and we were both unceremo- 
nioosly removed by the now boavd, even before the appointments had been 
announced, to make place for two gentlemen whose sympathies were in 
the opposite direction; while the third gentleman who whs associated 
with us (a secessionist) has been retained. 

I do not mention this in a spirit of complaint, but to show the extent 
to which this proscription of all Union men baa been and will be carried ; 
and just now comes in o paper from which I cut the following, which fur- 
nishes still another instance of secession vindiotiveness ; 

" The Jitdgee. — Governor Pierpont's nominations for llie Court of Ap- 
peals were yesterday confirmed by the Legislature ; also the nominations 
for the fiiBt foar circnits and the sixlh. There was no nomination for tlie 
fifth circuit. 

"Judge E. K. Snead, the nominee for this district, was almost unani- 
mously rejected, he receiving bat nine voles. He was the only original 
Union man put in nomination by Goyemor Pierpoul, and hence no one 
should be surprised at his rejection. Ho was appointed over two years 
ago by Governor Pierpont as judge of this ciroait, and has presided with 
dignity and ability, giving entire satisfaction to the bar and those having 
business in his court. But his loyalty kiUod him. The ' reconstructed' 
rebels of the Legislature could not consent to allow even oue loyal roan on 
the bench of the state." 
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I beein to fliink that I was miBtaken when 1 saicl there wna no "ft-ee 
and independent iiarty" in this state. But " free" for wliat 1 Why, lo 
do jnst whatever they please, with or without the sanction of law. "In- 
dependent" of what? Independent of all legal, constitutional, not to sny 

How would it ho helioved tiiat this Constitntion, which is eo framed as 
to exclude all those who participated in the reljellion from holding office 
tinder it, has been so abused as to confer the office on those alono Who did 
thus parlJoipate ; and if they do this under this Constitution, what have 
we to cspcct nailer a new Constitution of their own framing, but that 
every man lojal to the United States duiing the rebellion will be perpet- 
ually excluded by constitutional enactment? And, by-ilie-by, I see a 
proposition has been already submiited to the Senate fur the call of ft 
convention to malte a new Constitution, ivhich is just what I have ex- 
pected, and have foreshadowed from the beginning. Is this a time and 
an occasion when Union moti should ba askod or expected to lowp their 
■ months shut, with the whole power of the United Stales government fo 
support them ? 

I know it has been charged that disappointment at not being elected to 
Ihe United States Senate has influenced me in this matter. Do the gen- 
tlemen who make this charge take me for a fool? I have had assurances 
alt through tlio winter, iko^igh at i\o time a candidate for the o^ix, that I 
would be elected before the adjournment^ and I threw all chances of an 
election to the dogs when it cama in conflict with what I believed to lie 
n duty to my country; And I would inform thcso gentlemen, also, that 
I declined a seat in the Senate when Messrs. Underwood and Segur were 
said to be elected, which, with such "vavltinff ambiiiaa" as is charged 
withal, I wontd not have done. 

Now, then, the "axioms" I have presented, with the exception of the 
tenth and fifteenth, I hold to bo sounii, unquestionable, unanswerable, and 
uncontrovertible propositions, and upon each of which I am prepared to 
meet any gentleman, or set of gentlemen, in the United States in fair 
and friendly argument throngh tho public press, provided I can have 
equal access to the press which is given to them. 

In regard to the tenth proposition, I admit a difference may or does 
exist, aithongh there has been no doubt in my oivn mind, especially since 
I have found my convictions confirmed by the opinions of Chief-justices 
. Marshall and Taney. Still it is a question as yet not adjudioatod by the 
proper tribunals of the countij, but is one that it is high time should be 
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settled. But no man. ivlio is traly hyal b> his country need fear the con- 
sequences of a revocation of liia pardon, as be can not be disturbed, either 
in liis person or his property, witliont trial and conviction, which will 
never bs resorted to if they conduct themselves wilb loyalty to the govern- 
ment of the United States, to which they owe their first allegiance, wliile 
this revocation wilt servo as " a hook in tlio nose of the leviathan" if ha 
should continue to exhibit the same symptoms of disloyalty which now 
prevail throughout tha state. 

The fifteenth proposition was the only one that perplexed me for a mo- 
ment^ and that perplexity grew out of tlio fact that the State Constitution 
so limits the right of suffrage as to render a fair election under it almost 
impracticable ; and how to enlarge it was the difficulty, as there was no 
authority given for such enlargement except by the Legislature, which 
must, of course, tie elected before it could act ; and as it matters not who 
votes, provided they vote for those only who are constitutionally eligible, 
I came to tho conclusion that the bestj if not only means of aniving at this 
end(as the. state was stili subject to military control), was to suggest that 
the President of the United States, as the head of the military authority, 
should provide for such enlargement as his judgment and disci'etion might 
direct^ not doubting that ha wDuld extend it with sufficient liberality to 
answer the purposes of a fair election. 

I grant this is an ii'reguladty, but one that I could see no better means 
of settling. If any one can suggest a better mode, I am willing to 
adopt it. 

1 am not afraid to (rust Mi'. Johnson, with this power. I am not one 
of those who entertain the opinion that Mr. Johnson has intended, or 
means now, to make any concessions to the Copperheads of the North or 
the CojfperlaUs of tho South, To iho credit of human nature, be it said, 
that our history has furnished not even one instance of such revolliug 
turpitude and depravity as would ba exhibited by his tergiversation at 
such a time as this, and under such circumstances as now exist 

His votoof the Freedmen's Bureau Bill may well hare been honest and 
conscientious. Bven if he intended it as a rebnke to the extieme men of 
the North, I do not see that it should lead to the apprehension that he 
intended thereby to affiliate with the extreme men of the South, who aro 
even more dangerously radical than the Radicals of the North. I do not 
see, that if I repadiate the teachings of Wendell Phillips and William 
Lloyd GaiTison, that it is at all to he inferred that I intend to affiliate 
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with Jeff. DutIs and Ids pavty, any mora than if I repudiate Davis and 
liis company, that I intend to indoi'ae Gairison and Phillips. 

ThRnk God, the pririlego is still left us (since the Confederacy was 
amaahed up) to steer between both extremes ; acd believing as I do in the 
honesty ofpurpoao nnd patriotism of the President, I think die few crumbs 
of comfort picked up from the shaking of the cloth fiom the President's 
table, whieh the reconstructed have grasped as drowning men cliog to 
straws, will yet turn lo ashes on their lips. 

Not- do I perceive that any great inconvenience would result from the 
reorganization of this state, as I proposed. Upon ils being decided that 
all legislative action under this Constitution haa been unanthoriied, Gov- 
ernor Pierpont would be rehabilitated, and restored to the power with 
which he was clothed by the Constitution, and he eonld at once appoint 
all the present judges an3 magistrates to hold over until new appoint- 
ments could be made. But as long as the stale is nnder the control of 
disloyal men, so long will she be excluded from the conncils of the nation, 
and jast so long will her representatives be left "out in the cold." 

And now, Mr. Editor, in conclusion, let me orgo yon to go nhead and 
fear not. Strike whenever you can strike, and be sure to put in blows 
that will tell ; for be yon assured that, when i/ia/ strike, they will strike 
with all their might, whether jou strike or not. Unless we mean to ac- 
knowledge one inferiority, we must make a fight ; therefore let us go in 
mitt all our Btrength and power, or tamely and shamefnlly suiTcnder at 
once. Continue what you have so patriotically undertaken. Stir up the 
Union element of the state, whetfter tai^ or small. Richmond is the 
nucleus for operations. Call a convention of the Union men, and, as a 
body, niaia an appeal to the President and to Congress to come to our 
relief. Of course, all can not como ; but call all, and let ns many come 
aa are not afraid. Call it at snch time as may seem most expedient, and 
coimt me ia; and let those who are afraid, or can not come, stand back 
while we do the lighting for them, ourselvca, and our country ; but those 
who can come and won't come, can, if they prefer it, stay at home and 
swell the majority against ns. 

Eespectfully yours, John M. Botts, 

P.S. — I see by the paper of Monday that a lameulable cose of timidity 
and want of moral courage was presented in the House of Delegates. It 
came from a quarter that I did not expect it ; however, although we have 
no strength to spare, wo can get along without this gentleman ; but more 
of til is hereafter. 
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Mr. Gnrnett Laving at a later period mado some reply to iny second 
iettei- to him, only a portion of wiiich I have ever seen, I wrote ttiie, tlie 
last letter on this Butjoct : 

Anbnm, noar Brandy Stition, April 15, IBOG. 

Doting tha late suspension of the publication of the Richmond pnpcvs, 
I Ban- a brief extract ia the Alexandria Ganette from a communication of 
Muscoa Garnett, Esij., in reply to my lata letter to him, which, in moi-e 
respects than one, does me great injustice, I have no intention, nod still 
less desire, to qnarrel with Mr. Gamett, or to sbj any thing that can be 
construed into unkindneES, for I have no such feeling toward him. 

His inexcusable repudiation of me before the body of which he was a 
member I thought did me eo much wrong, and whs calculated to do me so 
much injary, tliat I repelled it in self-defense, and in terms that I thought 
at the time well-merited. I looked npon it as the result of a weakness of 
nerve rather than a vice on his part, and intended to relieve myself by 
making this weakness transpai'ent ; and Ihazard nothing in saying it cost 
me as muchpiun to wrilfi it, as it did Mr. Gavnett or any of his friends to 
read it. That object accomplished, all feeling of resentment on my part 
immediately subsided, and in my bosom it shall not bo revived. Eut I 
wish to correct some of Mr, Gnrnett'a errora in regard to my position, 
which he strangely appears to have misappreliended. Eeeays, "He (I) 
proposes to set aside the pi'csent state government and all ils legislation 
(repudiates the Legislature from nhich he was anxious to receive the ap- 
pointment of United States senator]), desires a militaiy or provisional gov- 
ei'uor to call a convention of Union men jiai" excellence, such as could alone 
take the test-oath, and to he elected by men who could do the same." 

In this brief space there are no less than three errors : 

1st. So far from desiring a military or provisional governor for tliis 
state, I took the ground that this Etato occupied a different position from 
the other Southern stales^— that Governor Pierpont woe the regularly 
elected governor, and must be reeognized as such. That I repudiated the 
action and tho constitutional organization of tho Legislafiu^, is true ; but 
that was nothing new to Mr. Gamett, for in the montii of November last 
I received a letter from Mr, Garnett, in which he put various questions to 
me, upon which he asked my opinions and advice. Among them was the 
following ; 

"How is the ijuestion to be raised as to the members that are elected. 
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who arc, liy tlie tovms of Llia Constitution, rendered incapable of holding 
office?" Hero, then, Mi'. Garnett brandly admits thnt there were mem- 
bers of the body who were pro/iiWet^ by the Gonstiiviion from holding of- 
fice, and ho wants to know how to get rid of them. And what was the 
answer I gave him? Here it is; The qnestJouninEtbo raised hy the oath 
beiug administered to each member of the Legislature; but the Consti- 
tution does not prescribe by whom the oath shiiU bo administered, while 
it is evident that it was not contemplated that any shonld be allowed V> 
' ' hold" or taie a seat without first taking the oath ; for if he takes the 
seat to assist in the oi^aniiiitiou of the House, he cerCtunly IioMs il, eren 
if it should be only for a day, while ho is disqjia!ified for any legislative 
duty until he has taken the oath. I see, then, no remedy tor a violation 
of the Constitution both in letter and spirit, unless the governor will re- 
quire each member to take and subscribe to the oath befoi-a him, as the 
head of the government; and it is hia imperative duty to see that the 
Constitution, which be is here to pnt in force, is not violated at the out- 
set. * * * "The Constitution authorizes the Legislatnra to pass an act 
or acts prescribing means by which persons who have baen disfranchised 
by this provision shall or may be restored to the rights of votbbs when, 
in their opinion, it will be safe to do so." * * « " But no person shall 
vote or hold office under this Constitution who had hold office under the 
Confederate government, or state in rebelHou," etc., etc.; so that the 
right of suffrage even could not be so enlarged as to extend to those who 
had held ofSce, and I coald never consent to countenance so mischievous 
and peiTiioious, so disorganizing and revolutionaiy a precedent, as that of 
having constitutional provisions amended, annulled, or introduced by an 
ordinary act of legislation, which must at all times be subordinate to the 
terms and provisions of the ConslJttttion. 

If tlie example already set by the effort to remove the disabilities for 
holding office, as fixed by the Constitution, has any merit or virtue in il, 
then ali Constitutions will be worthless in the future ; and all that a dom- 
inant party may desire to eSect may be readily accomplished by submit- 
ting the question to the people whether the Legislature may not alter, 
amend, or abolish any constitutional provision that may stand in the way 
of their success. In like manner Congi'esB has nothing to do but to sub- 
mit to the popular vote whether they shall not be empowered at their next 
session to amend the United States Constitution, so as to make the right ; 
of suffrage Tmivorsal, without distinction of race or color, and the thing is 
done, without the formality in such cases made and provided. 
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We of tlio South should be exij'emely cautious how we set bail ex- 
amples, which may be imitated bj othci's ta our disadvantsga ox- ruin. 
With a proper exercise of wisdom and discration on the part of the South, 
these disqualifications mill, perhaps at no remote day, be greatly modi- 
fied; and is it not better that these' gentlemen who have brought such un- 
told misery on the people should be required to exercise a little patience, 
and not claim at the start, as if by Divine right, to take tho leios of gov- 
ernment in thefr own hands, and so far depart from all the old land- 
marlts, which may lead us into everlasting difSculty and iJ'oiible, both in 
the Elate and federal governments ? 

Such were the opinions I entei'tained at that time, and such was my 
answer to Mr, G., but which I abstained fram pressing until an opportuni- 
ty was afforded of ascertaining whether the action of this body would be 
such as to command the confidence and respect, as well of their political 
opponent as their friends, or of tlie loyal and disloyal portions of tho com- 
munity alike. The result proved that it was the most disloyal, intolerant, 
and pvoscriptive body that had eTer assembled in the Capitol of Virginia 
toward the loyal men of this state, who were alone entitled by the Consti- 
tution, as well as by national law, to shape and control the legisladon and 
destiny of this commonwealth ; and from the moment I saw this I re- 
solved to raise the veiy question that I had endeavored to impress upon 
Mr. Gamelt, and throngh him, and othei's who accompanied him, upon tho 
mind of Governor Pierpont. 

2. He says I was "anxiove",to i-eceive the appointment of United 
States senator from the body I am now disposed to repndiale. If Mr. 
Gamete had substituted the word "willing" for anxious, he would hare 
beoa nearer the mark. I said to him, as to others, from the first, I could 
not, and would not, nnder any circumstances, be a candidate for tho 
office, but if tho eiaie desired my services they should not bo withheld. 
I had ah'eady, before tbey met, repudiated the Legislature if it shontd be 
organized without the adminietration of the oath prescribed ; and if I had 
been elected before the proscriptive policy which characterized the body 
was adopted, I would cheerfully have accepted it, and have done all in 
my power to have gotten the loi/al representatives of the Southern States 
admitted to their seats ; but from tiie moment I saw the temper and dis- 
position which controlled the action of the (so-called) Leglslatm-e toward 
all of my class, I resolved, if elected, to decline tho position, on tho ground 
that the elective body was not authorized by the Constitution to make an 
election, and this fact was made known to a number of my intimate 
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friends, including Alesnader Eives, Franklin Steams, Lewis McKenzie, 
and maay others, both in Richmond and Washington. Nevertheless, 1 
WHS more anxious foY an election than bsfote, because 1 felt that it would 
strengthen me in the position I had ^\tR then made np my mind to adopt, 
■when 1 saw thnt it wta the pm'pose of that bodj to make loyalty to the 
Union odious and disloyalty mevitorions. I would not have consented to 
receive honors at tbe hands of those Who would bestow tliem for ihe ad- 
vantages they expected to derive from my services, and leave my friends 
behind to be sacrtlieed. This position was distinctly well known to many 
of those JnwhomI could confide. 

But Mr. Gamett continues, "If I wore for a moment to give counte- 
nance to this (the call of a convention to be composed of Union men who 
could take the test-oatfOi the bodies of my three noble sons, who fought and 
lost their lives in a cause that they thonght to be just, would ttu'U in their 
graves, and no more could I visit, without shame and confusion, the sacred 
spot where they rest." 

Well, all this may be bo, but it oaly pi'oves that I had been mistaken 
in Ml'. Garnett's position. I thought lie ivas one that would take tliat 
oath, and was anxious to mate all others do so before they could enter 
Hie Illative body ; or why did he want to know how the guestioit could 
be raised to get rid of those who conld not take a test-oath prescribed by 
the State Constitution ? Wliile I have thns answered all of Mr. Gamett's 
communication that has fallen under my observation, I hope without 
offense to him, yet would I not have done so, but that I had something 
else more important to say, and therefore concluded I would taJte it all in 
a lump, and mate a finish of the job. 

Not long since I received a letter from one of the most quiet, unob- 
trnsive, and intelligent members of the lateLegislatnre, in which he say^ 
"In this county we have, and had during the war, a majority of straight- 
out Union men ; and I think the same is the case in two of the counties 
adjacent to this-, and, so far as I have been able to ascertain the senti- 
ments of the Union men, they cordially indorse your views. Mr, 

who is a sound lawj'er, says none of your portions can be refuted, yet 
there is odc point on which some would like an explanation; for example, 
an inlelligent friend asked me tliia qnestion : 

"If Jeff. Davis had the right of expatriation, and exercised the right by 
becoming a citizen of the Confcdei'ate States, how can the United States 
pnnish him for treason? I wonld be glad, if you publish any diing farther 
in explanation of your 'axioms,' that yoa give jour views in regard to 
the case stated." 
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It w jqi n p ticalarly ttat I was indneea to' write 

ttvs m Th 13 very aimple and very plrni. The iit- 

tero] ry ta h Union, and thereby to erect another 

gove d n of the United States, eonstitulfid the 

cnm us n be me b citizen of another goTernment, 

^fheth d ct d e, vraa aa act of deuatioQalizatioii, oc 

ihen n d ieved the party of the penalties of tba 

Benedict Arnold, for exampio, committed treason, and tlien made hia 
escape to anothei' country, and became a citizen thereof. Did it ever 
occnr to any hnman being tliat if he had snbsequontJy fallen into the 
hands of the United States, that he wonld not have been aa liable to pun- 
ishment as if he had never left the country? Similar cases are o^ dai/f/ 
occurrence. A man commils a murder or a forgeiy, robs a banlt or his 
employer, and makes his osca.pe to Canada or to England ; he may or 
may not become a citizen thereof; he is demanded under an extradition 
ti'eaty ; he is delivered up, brought home, and punished for Ihe offense ho 
committed before he left. 

Has it ever entered into the imagination of any one that his having 
made himself a citizen of another government in any degree irapaii'ed 
his liability to punishment? Yet this is the onlypointcf objection I have 
yet heard of being made by any truly loyal man to the series of axioms 
I have had the honor lo present as tlie only means left vs by tho disloyal 
eloment of the state to protect ourselves from tho position of absolute in- 
feriority to which it is proposed to reduce lis. 

One other word on this question of alienage. Perhaps it is not gener- 
ally known what measure of liberality these howUitg reamstmctcd gentlemen, 
who complain so bitterly of my want of generosity toward them, proposed 
for us. Let all men then understand that when they had the power they 
did not lack the ivill to make aliens qfvs all, under circumEtances fat leas 
aggravated than those under which they are now themselves laboring. 

In the month of July, 1861, the Convention of Virginia passed an or- 
dinance declaring " that any citizen of Virginia holding office nnder the 
government of the United States after the 81st of July, 1861, sboald bo 
forever banished from the state, and be declared an alien enemy; and 
that any citizen of Virginia hereafter undertaking to represent the State of 
Virginia in the Congress of the United States should, in addition to the 
above penalties, bo considered guilty of treason, and his praperty be liable 
to confiscation." 
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Tet those who Toted for nnd those who approved this measura of vin- 
clictiTe harshness toward those who declined to surrender their birthright 
as citiieiis of the fcecst and beat government on earth, or to mHko a vol- 
uatary relinquishment of their great inheritance of freedom, are now tha 
most clamorous to represent the people in this same Congress of the 
United States, and set np a univei'sa! howl of indignation, and implora 
the wi'ath of God and man on the heads of Chose who propose to give 
them, a small doso of their own medicine. 

Oh, what a difference there is between ^'yonr ox owd my bull I" Wlint 
a set of knaves and hypocrites are these same leaders of Democracy, and 
what a set of simpletons are those honest bat deladed people of all parties 
who have not jet learned how U> appreciate them ! 

But if I have made myself so odious to tlia paHialli/ " recotistnir^ed" by 
the propositions the^ hone obliged me to make, what will they have to say 
when they find that I am but sustaining the policy of Mr. Johnson, whom 
(in imitation of the " anaconda") they are corerins with their filthy 
slime before they swallow him vihoU, if he should ever have the misfortune 
to place himself within the reach of their i*apBcions jaws, and substitute for 
him in their affections another JeffeiEon Davis or General l^e ? 

If all men were by law aliens to the Confederate government who held 
office under the United States, why are not all aliens to the United States 
who held office under the Confederate government? "Answer mc that. 
Master Broolts." 

Under this decree of the Virginia Convention, poor old Colonel Payne, 
a faithful and valued officer of tha United Slates, who carried a Mexican 
bullet in his hip for the last fifteen years of his life, suffering toi-tm'o all 
the time, an honored soldier and a devoted Union man, was co-atpelkd to 
resign his commission and half pay, forswear his country (or be stiipped 
of the little properly he had saved in a long and laborions life), wliich in 
a abort time broke his heart, and hurried him to an untimely grave. 

Where were these hoviUng, wilaning patriots at that day ? Where were 
"Blanche," "Tray," and "Sweetheart" then? Who cried out that this 
was an outrage against those who had committed neither moral nor legal 
wrong? Who condemned? Who disapproved? Who stigmatized or 
denounced the authors of this decree ? Or, rather, let me ask which of 
all those who have hm'led their malignant spite at me did not justify and 
approve? 

When the Exanatter and Dispatch, el id omne genns, were, upon my ar- 
rest in 1863, calling for my blood and that of other traitors, and daily 
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crjing "Crutify them, crncifj tlium!" "Hiing tliem,hang them!"be- 
causa we would not raise a pavncidal hand against the governmoiit of our 
clioiee, and to which wo weie born, and to iviiioh there was neither moral 
nor legal right to sever us from, where then were these champions of the 
great principles of public law ? Where these defenders of the rights of 
the people, and of the doctrine that all government depends aptm l^e consent 
of the governed f Wlien I was ignominiously thrown into a negro jail, 
and bioiighi io trial before a military commission by Jefferson Davis, 
where were then those " Scribes Mvi Pharisees" who now ci'y out ao lusti- 
ly against a military commission for him who was the constitEtional com- 
mander-in-chief of the armies in rebellion, and who did not hesitate to use 
Buch military commissions for strictly private citizens? What privileges 
and inminnities are guaranteed to this grent offender that are not eqnally 
secured to every Amerioan citizen? Out upon all such hypocrisy, I 
have heard it thunder before to-day, and I expect to heai- it thunder 
again, and am not to be deterred from the performance of a public duly 
hy such selfish tricksters and huclistors in political trade. 

Will it not surprise those who have said so many harsh things of me, 
in parallel columns with their lavish expenditure of toadyisni to Mr. 
Johnson, to find that upon this qnosiion of aSenage our opinions are pre- 
cisely alike ; tliat they "run npon all-fours," as is commonly said, and 
that in his poJicy (for I take it for granted he does not mean to back 
down from any pledge he has formally and voluntaiily made to the coun- 
try) ho goes far beyond any position I have taken, or am likely to take, 
espcoiaUy in regard lo the dividon and sale of the large plantations inlo 
smaU/amis, and then- distribution here? But I hope'these gentlemen, 
before they commit themselves any farther against my policy, will inward- 
ly digest the policy of Mr. Johnson, and deal ftiirly with both. 

Here is an extract from the speech of Mr. Johnson, made on his nom- 
ination for Vice-president in 1864. I must, however, say that when I 
wrote niy axioms I had never seen this speech, and did not know that I 
was indorsed by such distinguished authority. Here is what Mr. Johnson 



"But in calling a convention to vostoro the state, who shall restore and 
re-estahlish it ? Shall the man who gave his influence and his means to 
destroy the government? Is he to participate in the great work of re- 
organization ? Shall he who brought this misery upon the state be per- 
mitted to control its destinies? Ifthisheso, then all this precious blood 
of oitv hravQ soldiers and officers so fi'cely pouced out will have been 
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ivantonly spilled, Alllhs ghnoits vicloriea moii hy our jioLle armies wiUi/o 
far naiigid, and all the baiile-Jields vikich ham feen soion with dead heroes 
during the rebelSon will have beat made iBemorobte in voia. 

"Why all this carnage and dsTastation? It-was that treason might be 
pirf do«m and triaiors paaished. Therefore I say that Irailora should take 
a hack seat in the loor/c af restoration. If there bobut ftve thousand men 
in Tennessee lojal to the Constitntion, lojnl to freedom, loyal to justice, 
these true and faithful men should control tho woilt of reorganiaation and 
I'eforniaCion. absolutely'. I saj that the traitoi has ceased to be a citizen, 
and, in joining the rebellion, has become a public enemy. He forfeited 
his nyhi to vote laiih loyal men when he reaoienced his citizenship and songlU 
to destroy oar govenaaent. We say to the most honest and industrious 
foreigner who comes from England or Germany to divell among as, and 
to add to the wealth of the countiy, 'Before joa can be a citizen yoa 
must stay here five years,' If we aro bo cantious about foreigners, who 
Toluntarily renounce their homes to live with us, what should we say to 
the traitor, who, although bom and reared among na, has rdaed a parri- 
cidal hand against the government wliich nlwap protected him ? My 
judgment is that ho should be subjected to a severe ordeal before ho is 
restored to citizenship. A fellow who takes Ilia oath merely to save his 
property, and denies the validity of the oath, is a perjured man, and not 
lo ba trusted, Befoi'e these repenting rebels cn?( be trusted, let them bring 
forth the frails of repentance. He who healed to make all these widows and 
orphane, who draped ilie streets of Nashville in moarning, should suffer for 
his great crime. 

" Treason raust be made odious, and the traitors roust be punished and 
impoverished, their great plantations must be seized, and divided into 
small farms, and sold to honest, indastrious men. The day for protecting 
the lands and negroes of flieaa authors of reljellion is past. It is high 
time it was. I have been most deeply pained at some things which have 
come under my observation. We get men in command who, under the 
inllnenoe of flattei'y, fawning, and cavessing, grant protection to the rich 
traitor, while the poor Union man stands out in the cold, often unable to 
get a receipt or a voucher for his losses," 

These were Mr, Johnson's original, honest views, voluntarily expressed 5 
while the instincts of self-preservation, as well as the pvoservation of the 
best interests of the jialion, forced this policy ■span me at the moment I 
was exerting my utmost efforts fo serve those who were tho first to repu- 
diate and denounce me, and all who thought as I thought. 
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Now, then, here we arc, Mr, Johnson aS the chief, and I aa a Eiibordi- 
nale helping iiim lo eany out his own policy. Is it not in riolation of 
every principle of law and justice, to reward the principal and punisli.tho 
agent? i 

Finally. The Union men of Frederick Counlj Iiayo called a conyen- 
tioc of all Union men, to ba held in Alexandria on tlio I7th of May. Of 
conrse, I snppose it is meant of all mtcmdiUonoI Uaian men nam and all 
ilie lime, for with them alone must commence this work of reconstrucdon ; 
for although there wo a gi'oat ntunher of truly lojal men now who toot 
the amnesty oath honestly and in good faith, yet there are also a veiy 
largo iiumher who regard it as a Custom-house oath, taken under com- 
pulsion and dictation, as one of the reconstructed and elected candidates 
for Congress declared during llja canvass he did, and thero will be no 
ready means of discrimination between the tWo ; therefore, to make the 
convention effective, it must necoEsai'iJy ho limited in the start to those to 
whom no objection can be made. 

With this limitation, we can hare a most imposing conrention if wo bad 
the mcaus of giving general notice through the state of the purpose. 
Many, therefore, will be kept away for want of knowledge of the inten- 
tion, many by poverty,, and many more yet by a want of backbone to 
meet what they hold to he public opinion ; biit as I am about to leave the 
state for a while, I will hcg leavo now to suggest that the day iixed for 
the meeting is. In my opinion, too eai'ly for a successful issue, and would 
therefore suggest a postponement until some time after the middle of 
June ; but let it he when or where it may, if within the reach of possibili- 
ty, I will make one of the nnmber. Respectfully, Joira M. Boira. 

Ml!. BOrrs's PLAN OP KECOSSTBtrCTION. 

Tlie plan of reeanstrnction as reported by the Joint Commltfoc, and 
which was in part adopted in the House by snch an orerwhelming ma- 
jority, was liable, I thonght, to bo many grave objections, and calculated 
lo do so much more harm than good, that I took the liberty of offering a 
plan of my own, based essendally on the axioms I had previously present- 
ed, and invited the attention of Congress toil by the card that follows. 

The great objects at which I aimed were, first, to place the state gov- 
ernments in the hands of those loyal men who alone are entitled to bold 
them, and thereby insure loyalty a foothold ereiy where ; second, to close 
the breach aa nearly as possible between the Pi-esident and Congress ; 
third, to relievo the country of that nceursed iucubua of selfish, corrupt. 
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and fibandoned politicians of both the olcl pRrHea that hato idivajs beea 
found ready to sacrifice the country to help thordEehcB, but never to sac- 
rifice themEelvcs to Iielp the country, not so much for their ptmiskaiEni, as 
for tho peace, havraonj, security, and vfelfare of the country — although 1 
know tha loss of political power is to them the seTeresE infliotioa that 
could be impoEed, nest to the loss of life ; for, as to property, few of tlie 
toast rabid have any thing to lose. If the masses should iu the end be 
treated unktadly, let them thank these leaders for it, and then thanlc them- 
selvea for supporting, inslcad of rebuking them for their folly and bold 
defiiuice. 

" Aator Home, May 1S,1S06. 
" To the Members of tbe Sennta ml HonaB of liopresenlatiyea of tlie TTnlted Stato ; 

"Gbntlbheh, — I teel that if any one in private life has a right, ivithout 
presumption, to address the loyal representative men of this nation upon 
It subject we are all alike interested in, that I might venture to do so 
without offense, and ivithout rendering myself obnoxious to the cbargo 
of vanity. 

"I have no personal favors to ask at the hands of any one. I have no 
'axe to gi'ind.' I am a cnndidato or applicant for no office. I desire 
no preferment. I belong to no political organisation. I am entirely 
free to throw the weight of any little influence I may be able to command 
in favor of such men and such jnoasures as my judgment my approve, 
and against such as that judgment may condemn. I can therefore siford 
to be honest, to be truthful, independent, and patriotic, and I may be ex.~ 
cnsed for saying that I occupy a stand-point I think free from all preju- 
dice and passion, which are too apt to have their influence, and to control 
the action of those who are snrronnded by a constantly overheated po- 
litical atmosplierc. But while I belong to no polilical oi^ganization, my 
sympatbios, affinitjes, and co-oporation are, as they always have been, 
entirely with tbe unconditional Union men of tho country. 

' ' £Iay I therefore be permitted to ask your calm and deliberate attention 
to the vieivs presented below, Tbe difficulty of seeing and conversing 
with each member in private is my reason for adopting this public mode 

" Twelve yeara i^o I addressed myself, as now, from this house to Con- 
gress agwnst the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, the hitter fruits of 
which we ai'e now all tasting. I hope this will not pass unheeded, as did 
my nt^ent entreaties then. Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" JOUN M. BOTTS." 

E 
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Oi/ccfl'ouj (0 the Bipwt qftkeBsconsiTvctioit Cotamiilee. 

1st. It maies no provision for the relief of the TJDion while men of the 
South, but leaves them an (3 theatate governments in the bands of the na- 
reconstmoteil rebels for the next four jears, who will improve the oppot- 
tuuity to educate the people without restraint to a more embittered spirit 
of disafFectioD and disloyalty to ibtf govei'ument of the tJnited States, and 
in four years wo shall hurdly bare a loyal man loft in the South ; self- 
preservation will drive them into Iha ranks of the other parly, and the 
Southern States will constitute an element of weakness rather than of 
strength to the governmEnt. 

2d. The disfrandiisemeat proposed is made to depend upon the grade 
of office beld, instead of the grade of offense committed, and is limited to 
the bigber classes of officers, civil and railitaiy, the latter indndiog all 
over the rank of colonel, leaving all the gaerrilla chiefs and their subor- 
dinate offloers, to say nothing of privates — all ^ whom would have been 
generals if they could, many of whom too commiUed the greatest atroci- 
ties of the war — free hereafter to participate in the councils of the nation. 
It also leaves those who voted in convention for ordinances of secession — 
which was a declaiatiott of war against the United StalJM, and in the ab- 
sence of which there would have been no rebellion — likewise free. It im- 
poses no disqualification npon those miscbievous politicians who for thirty 
years have been stirring up disftiFection and lebollion among the people. 
Nor does it in any degree affect the sympathizers with and co-operators 
in the rebellion in the Northern States, who are, if possible, more guilty 
and more obnoxious than tbose in the Sonth. 

8d. The bill proposed can not receive the President's sanction, nor is 
the Constitntional Amendment at all likely to receive the approval of the 
necessary nnmber of atato Legislatures. 

4th. It is extremely improbable that any Southern stale will adopt the 
conditions presciibad, and four years henco we shall be as fai' from recon- 
struction as we are now. 

I suggest, therefore, that all these diffieullies may be remedied by a 
simple legislative enaetment, which might probably receive the President's 
assent, and, if not, might be carried by a two-thirds vole of both houses. 
1 propose, then, in subslatution for the report of the committee, that it 
shall be declared by law. 

That no person hereafter shall be capable of holding any office, legisla- 
ir judicial, in the Federal or state governments, for ten 
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yeara from the passage of the act, who was OTet (he age of twoQly-five at 
tho breaking out of tlie rebellion, without taking the following oath, in 
addition to that now required of all sacli officers hy the Constitution of 
the United States; 

" I, A. B,, do Eolemnlj swear that I have not^ since the twentieth day 
of December, 1860 (the date of the Ordinance of Secession of South Cnr- 
olina), -volnntai-ily taton up arms against the United States, nor Iiave I ad- 
vised or encouraged others to do bo ; (hat I have not songht or held of- 
fice under the Confederate States government, or of that of any state in 
rebellion, with a view in any manner to aid the rebellion; that I have 
not said, wiitten, or done any tiling designed, or of a nature calculated l« 
aKenate the affections or nllegiaiiee of the people from the government of 
■ (he United Stales ; nor have I otherwise given aid and comfort to t!ie re- 
hellion. " 

Let this enactment be aecompaniod with an absolute remission in all 
casca of the forfeiture of.life, liberty, and property, for the crimes com- 
mitted by and under the authority of those in rebellion ; and let it also 
bo declared that if it shall be ascertained that any person has sworn false- 
ly to obtain or hold any office hereby prohibited, such olfice shall be ab- 
solutely vacated, and the party held liable to a proseeution for peijary. 

If this plan should be adopted, every loyd citizen would he subjected 
to the test prescribed before he could hold a legislative, osecutive, or judi- 
ciitl office, while those of thirty and under who bad home arms against 
the country wonld bo relieved of such obligations. It would be mani- 
festly proper, therefore, that an oath should be prorided for them which 
wonld have only a prospective operation, and I suggest the following : 

"I, A. B., do solemnly swear that I recognize the Constitution of the 
United States, and all laws made in pursuance thereof, as the supreme 
law of ttii land, and that I am bound thereby, any stale law. Constitution, 
or ordinance, or convention to the contrary notwithstanding; and that I 
regard all laws of tho United States as binding on tho citizens thereof, 
until declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court of the United Stales. 
That I regard tho first obligation of allegiance of tho citizen as due to 
the United Stales, and not to any component part thereof ; and I will 
hereafter observa nnd obey the laws, and protect the flag of my connby 
when lawfully called upon to do so." 

This would be what Mr, Johnson would call an ' ' intelEgent Ij'eason, " 
not holding to responsibility the boys and yomig men, who were misled 
and dragged in by older, more experienced, and more wicked men, nor 
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those who were foi'ced ia by consciiplion, and would leave all now thirty 
years of age and under to fill the oifices, state and Federal, who, with tbe 
Ucion man, would constitute a mtijority of the lyhoie in moat if not all 
of the Etatos ; and the regenerated andor thirty-one would natmallj at- 
tach (hemselvee to the government that had thus restored them, and aid 
in circulating a spirit of loyalty throughout the South, and their numbei's 
would didly incresae, while tho other party would decline in a still great- 

Twelvo montlis ago every rebel in the South would have rejoiced at tho 
proffer of such terms. It is duo to the nation — due to poEterity and man- 
kind — that some penalty should he visiled on those who were wickedly 
guilty, to prevent a repetition of the offense at a future dayi Now is the 
tuno to establish a precedent, and so mild a penalty was never before ex- 
acted for 80 grayo a crime — complete restoration and amnesty, only 
withholding for ten years political powev from those who had voluntarily 
and treacherously surrendered and abandoned it. Upon the passage of 
this law reconstruction would be absolute and immediate, upon a basis of 
unqnestioned byalty ; the state governments would be placed ia the hands 
of loyal YDCn; the chief cause of disaenaion between the Frosideot anl 
Congress would bo withdrawn j harmony in the public councils would be 
restored ; the more guilty would be mildly punished, and the balance re- 
lieved of responsibility; and not the least of the advantages of this mode 
of settlement would be that it withdraws Iho question of reconstruction 
from the next election. If the President should sanction it, and Congress 
reject it, it would indicate that they had some ulterior ohject in view, and 
a disposition to delay unreasonably a restoration upon a loyal basis, which 
would severely damage the Union party ; while, on the other hand, if 
Congress should adopt it, and the President reject it, it would sti'ongly in- 
dicate on his part a desiro to rostovs to power those elements of disloyalty 
North and South which have brought such desolation and ruin upon the 
. country, of which many now (but I do not) suspect him. 



So much injustice has been done to tho memory of Mr. Lincoln, and 
such unfau' and unfounded representations made in regard to the respons- 
ibility for the lato rebellion — especially made in a work that has lately, 
and for the firat time, fallen under my observation, called " The Demo- 
cratic Ahianoc," published in the city of New Yorlt, for tho year 1866, 1 
presume for Southern consumption — that I should feel my task lucom- 
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plots if I dill not iiidJ a biief Ejaop&ia of tho course of policy pui'sued by 
Mr. Lincoln, chiefly for the benefit of my Sontherii readers, who, by the 
events of the war and the necesaaiy interruption of comraanication be- 
tween the two aectiouB, wera cut off from sU knowledge of what was trans- 
piling in Washington, and were limited in their reading to the complex- 
ion given to all things as they found it in the Southern press, which, for 
the most part, studiously suppreased the publication of whatEver might 
contribute to a more favorable feoling toward thoso whom they had boon 
taught to believe were their persecutors and oppressors, and aubatilutod for 
it snch imaginary pictures as ingenuity could devise to fire the Southern 
heart, frenzy the Southern mind, and whet the appetite for blood. 

In the performance of this tast, I begin with what is already to be . 
fonnd in the body of this work, to wit, the platform adopted by the Re- 
publican pai'ty in 18G0 at the Chicago Convention, which nominated Mr. 
Lincoln. On the question of slavery it reads, " That the maintenance 
inviolate of the lights of the states, and especially the right of each state 
to order and control its own domestic institutions Bceording to its own 
jndgment e^sclusively, is essential to that balance of power on which the 
perfection and endurance of our political fabric depends; and we de- 
nounce the lawless invasion by armed force of the soil of any state or ter- , 
ritory, no matter under what pretext, as among iho gravest of crimes." 

This declaraUon of pilnciples— so mnch misrepresented in I860, '61, 
throughout the South — of itself effectualiy disposes of the chai^ in the 
aforesaid "Democratic Almanac," to be found on p. 17 of said book, which 
declares that Mr. Lincoln was elected as the vepresentalive of a party 
■which had resolved that " slavery must be abolished, if not by the/air of 
ike siBord, then by the sword itself; and again, that tho " Eepublicaa 
party" had declared, "Against slaveholders as a body we wage an ex- 
■ terminating war." "If the negroes had a chance, they would be deliglit- 
ed to cut their masters' throats." " Slaveholders, it is for yon to determ- 
ine whether we are to have justice (i. e., emancipaliou)^eoccii6^ or hy vio- 
leace; for whatever consegnences may follow, we are determined to have 
it, one way or- anolhei;" 

Next, as to Mr. Lincoln himself. This article in the "BemooraticAlma- 
nnc" seems l« have been written for the purpose of again "firtag the Souiliera 
hew-t," of which folly we have had quite enough already, and of keeping a 
party in alliaccs with ti'esson, hy operating npon the ignorant and unin- 
formed . It contains so much trashy nonsense that is known to its Northern 
renders to be utterly false and unfounded, tliat I instinctively shrink from 
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giving it itnporlance by takingaay notice of it; but the South, being en- 
gaged in war dnving iha whole of Mv. Lincoln's administration, and thus 
cut off fi'om all inlercourso with the Norrii, are liable to be misled ; and I 
have therefore thought it best to give a brief sketch, of Mr. Lincoln's pol- 
icy and action on this subject from firet to last, and to show that Southern 
eeoeasionists imposed npon him the necessity of emiuioipation, to save, as 
he thought^ the life of the nation ; and before he resorted to this extreme 
measnre, ha did ail in bis power to indace Sooihern siavcholiiers to ac- 
cept a fair compensation for slavery, which was indignantly rejecteil. 

I start, then, with Mr, Lincoln's speech on the 4tli of March, 1861, in 
which he said, "Apprehension seems to exist among tlie people of llio 
Southern States that, by tlie accession of a Bepnblican administration, 
their property, pence, and peraonal security are to be endangered. There 
has never been any reasonable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the 
most ample evidence to the contrary baa all the while existed, and been 
open to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the published speeches 
of hira who now addresses jou. I do but quote from one of those speeches 
when I declare that I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere 
with the institution of slavery in the states whei'e it esiats. 1 believe I 
have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so. Those 
who nominated and elected me did so with tlie full knowledge that I bad 
made this and many similar declarations, and had never recanted tliem. 
And more than this, they placed in the platform for my acceptance, and 
as a law to themselves and to me, the clear and emphatic I'CsoIution 
which I now read ; 

"'Eesolved, That the maintenance inviolala of the rights of the slates, 
and especially the right of each state to order and control its own domes- 
tic institutions according to its own judgment exclusively, is ossenlial (o 
the balance of power on which the perfection and endnrance of ourpolit- . 
jcai fabric depends; and we denonnco the lawless invasion by ai'raed force 
of the soil of any state or territory, no matter under what pretext, as 
among the gravest of crimes. ' 

" I now reiterate these sentiments, and, in doing so, I only pl'ess apon 
the public attention the most conclusive evidence of which the case is sus- 
ceptible, that the property, peace, and security of no section are to be in 
any wise endangered by tlie now incoming administration. I add, too, 
that all the protection which, consistently with the Constitution and the 
laws, can be given, will be cheerfully given to the stales when lawfully de- 
manded, for whatever cause, as cheerfully to ona section as another. 
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"Thevo is much conti'overay abont the delivering up of ftigitiyes from 
service or laboi'. The cIkiisb I now read is as plainly written iu the Con- 
stitution as any othev of its provisions : ^ 

" 'Ho person held to service or laljor in ono slala under tlie \aviS 
tliereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regu- 
lation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be de- 
livered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may ba 

"It is scarcely questioned tliat this provision was intended by those 
who made it for the reclaiming of what we call fugitive slaves ; and the 
intention of the lawgiver is the law. All members of Congress swear 
their suppoi-t to the whole Constitution — to this ptoviaion as much ns any 
other. To the proposition, then, thai slaves whose cases come within the 
terms of this clause 'shall be delivered up,' their oaths are imanimoua. 
Now if thoy wotdd make the effort in good temper, could they not, with 
nearly equal unanimity, frame and pass a law by means of which to keep 
good that unanimous oath ? 



" I take the official oath to-day with no mental reservations, and with no 
purpose to construe the Constitution .or laws by any hypercvieical rules. 
And while I do not choose now to specify particular acts of Congress aa 
proper to be enforced, I do suggest that it will be much safer for all, boSh 
in ofSciai and private stations, to conform to, and iibide by, all those acts 
which stanil unrepealed, than to violate any of them, truslins to Snd im- . 
pnnitj in having them held to be unconstitutional," 

On the 13th of Apri', 1361, a committee, conasting of Wm, Ballard 
Preston, a quasi-Unidn man, who soon gave way iu the convention — A, 
H. H. Staavt— a professed Union man, who ultimately Toted at the polls 
for secession, and urged the people to do the same — nild George W. Ean- 
dolph, an original and extreme secessionist, wiuted upon Mr. Lincoln to 
inquu'e " what policy the Federal Executive intended to pursue toward 
the Confoderale Slates?" to which Mr. Lincoln, with move courtesy and 
forbearance than they would have received from "Old Hickory," replied 
as follows ; 

" In answei', I have to say that, having at the beginning of iny official 
term expressed my intended policy as plainly «s I was. able, it is with 
deep regret, and some mortificBtion, I now learn that tbore is great and in- 
jurious uncertainty in the public mind as to what that policy is, and what 
course I intend to pursue. 
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"Not liavmg ns jet Been ocoaaioii to change, it is now my purpose to 
pnvsue the course marked out in the Inaiigural Address. I commend a 
cnreM considoraiion of the whole document, as the best expre^ion I enn 
givo of my purposes. As 1 then and therein said, I now repeat: 

" 'The powev confided to rae wUl be nsed to hold, occupy, and possess 
the property and places belonging to the gOTeroment, and to collect the 
dnties and imposts ; but beyond what is necessajy for these objects there 
will ba CO inynsion, no using of force against or among the-people any 

"By the words 'property and places belonging to the government,' I 
chiefly allude to the military posts and property which were ia tho posses- 
sion of the government when it came to my handa. 

"But if, aa now appears to be true, in pursuit of apni-pose to drive tho 
United States authority from these places, an nnprovoked assanlt has been 
made upon I'ort Sumtev, I shall hold myself at liberty to repossess, if I 
can, like places which had been seized before the government was devolved 
upon mo. And in any event I shall, to the beat of ray ability, repel force 
by force. * 

"In ease it proves true that !Fort Sumter has been assaulted, as it is 
reported, I shall perhaps cause the United States moils to be withdrawn 
from all the slates which claim to hare seceded, believing tliat tho com- 
it of actnaJ wai- against the United States justifies mid possibly 



" I scarcely need to say that I consider the niilitaiy posts and property 
situated within the states whieli claim to have seceded as yet belonging to 
the government of the United States as mach as they did before the snp- 



"Whatever else I may do for the purpose, I shall not attempt to col- 
lect the duties and imposts by any ai'med invasion of any pai't of the 
conntry; not meaning by this, however, tliat 1 may not land a forco 
deemed necessary to relieve a fort upon tho border of the country. 

"!From the fact that I have quoted a part of the Inaugural Address, it 
Qiust not be infen'ed that I repudiate any other part ; the whole of which 
I reaffinn, except so far as what I now Bay of the mails may be regarded 
as a modiflcation." 

Unless this committee and the Convention intended to require Mr. 
Lincoln, lite a peQured coward, basely and perfidiously to surrendei' the 
forts, arsenals, arms; ammunition, revenna cutters, mints, eustom-bonses, 
post-offices, and othec property Chat had by violence, and without shadow 
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of authority, been taken from, tlie governroont over which lie had been 
elected to preside, what farther Buarantee could have been asked for than 
was here given? But, instead of its being received with satisfttetion and 
gi'atificatioa by these two pliant and flexible Union men, who were sent 
in company with snothar, of superior intellect, and of far more will and 
course than either, they nnited with the seceSEion leader in loud com- 
plaints and bitter dennnciatioti of Mr. Lincoln for daring to thieaten, in 
the face of the Yirginia Conrenlion, (o attempt to get back tiie stolen 
property of the United States. 

The effect produced by Gnch a report ab they made on their return K> 
the body of the Convention aparsf acik Vmoa men, who had been more 
accuBtomed to folhui than to lead, may well be conjectm-ed. It was at a 
time, too, of great excitement. The Convention had given its pledge to 
South Carolina, through Mr.Pryor, that Virginia wonid come to her aid 
on the firing of the first gun; the Confederate batteries wore then play- 
ing upon the walls of Sumter ; Anderson wss making a /eet/e- or no de- 
fense ; the fall of the fort was a eert^nty ; for npon a demand from Beau- 
regard upon Anderson to surrender, ho had already informed the enemy 
ho conid only hold out a few days for the want of bread, and, if he would 
wait, the fort would be evacuated by noon on the 15ii, only two days from 
the date of this interview. On the evening of the 13ch Anderson struck 
bis flag to South Carolina, South Carolina having done in thiee days 
what the combined military and naval power of the United States could 
not undo in four years. It might be curious to inquire how many shell 
wei'e thrown from Sumter in this three days' lorrific cannonading, which 
terminated in the iowering of the flag of the United States to "Kiks 
Cotton," and nobody hnct on cither side. 

But to proceed ; on the Cth of March, 1862, Mr. Lincoln sent the fol- 
lowing message to Congress ; 

"Felluw-ciUzena of Ihs Sennio and Hooae of Hcpi'esentEiiyea : 

"I recommend the adoption of a joint resolution by your honorable 
bodies, which shall be substantially as follows : 

"Resolved, That the United States ought to co-operate with any state 
which may adopt gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to such state pe- 
cuniary aid, to be used by such state in its discretion to componsato for 
the inconveniences, public and private, produced by such change of sys- 

On the 10th of March, Mr. Conkling, of New York, under a suspension 
of the rules, introduced this as a joint reaolution, and it was earned by 
R2 



i by Google 



yets and Days : yeas, 97 ; nays, 3G ; Southeni memberi; pvincipalJy voting 
agiiinst it. 

The same resolution was passed in llie Senate on the 2d of April ; yeae, 
S3; nays, 10. 

Yeas — Messrs, Monill and Fessenden, of Maine; Clavlc and Hale, of 
Now Hampshire j JToot and CoUamer, of Vermont; Wilson and Suinnei:, 
of MussachuseCts-, Anthony, of Ehode Island ^ Dixon and Foster, of Con- 
necticut; Ten Ejck, of New Jersey ; Davis, of Kentucky ; Sherman and 
Wade, of Ohio j Lane, of Indiana ; Trumbnil, of Illinois ; Chandler, of 
Michigan i Harhin and Grimes, of Iowa; Doolittle and Howe, of Wis- 
consin ; Wilkinson, of Minnesota ; Fomeroy and Lane, of Kansas; Hen- 
dei'son, of Missoari; Willey, of West Virginia; Wilmpt, of Pennsylva- 
nia; King, of New York; Thomson, of How Jersoy ; and Browning, of 
Illinois. 

Nays — Bayard 1 to td b y f Delaware; Carlisle, of West Vir- 
ginia; Kennedy f Maryl d Litham, of California; Nesmith and 
Stark, of Orego 1 11 f T ntudfj ; Wilson, of Mi^ouri ; and 
Wright, of New J y 

Upon this prop Mr L In invited a conference with some of 

the more promi mb rs f tl e Southern States, the resnlt of which 

is given below by the Hon. J. W. Ciisfield, senator from Maiyland. 

The following is a memorandum of an intervievr between the Piesidont 
and somo boi'dor slave state representatives, March 10, 1863, by the Hon. 
J.W. Crisfield. 

"After the usual salutations, and we were seated, the President said, 
in snbstanee, that be had invited us to meet him to have some conrersa- 
tion with us in explanation of his Message oftbe 6th. That since he had 
sent it in several of the gentlomen then present had visited him, but had 
avoided any allusion to tbo Message, and he therefore inferred that tbo 
import of the Message hajl been misunderstood, and was regarded as in- 
imical to the interests we represented ; and he had resolved he would 
talk with us, and disabuse onr minds of that erroneous opinion. 

"The President then disclaimed any intent to injure the interests or 
wound the sensibilities of the Slave States. On the contrary, his purpose 
was to protect the one and respect the other ; that we were engaged in a 
terrible, wasting, and tedions war ; immense armies were in the field, and 
must continue in the field as long as the war lasts ; that these aimics 
mast of neccssit;r be brougbt into contact with slaves in the states we 
represented, and in other slatM as they advanced ; 4hat slaves wonld 
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come to tlie camps, and contimial imtation bo kept up ; that he was con- 
fitantly finnoyed by conflicting and antagonistic complaints. On tho one 
side, a cevtain class complained if the slara was not protected by tho 
army, peraoiis were frequently fonnd who, participating in these viewsi 
acted in a way unfriendly to the slaveholder; oa the olJier band, slave- 
holders complsuned that their nghts were interfered with, their slayes in- 
duced to abscotid, and protected within the lines ; these complaints were 
numerous, loud, and deep; were a serious annoyance to him, aad'emhar- 
rassing to the progress of the war ; that it kept alive n spirit hostile to 
the government in the stales we represented ; strengthiined tlio hopes of 
the Confoderalos that at some day the Border States wonld unite with 
them, and thus lend to prolong the war ; and ho was of opinion, if tliifi 
resolution should bo adopted by Congress and accepted by our states, 
these cansea of irritation and these hopes be removed, move would be 
accomplished toward shortening tho war tlian could be hoped from the 
greatest victory achieved by Union armies ; that lie taade this proposition 
in good faith, and desired it to bo accepted, if at all, voliintaril)', and in 
the same patriotic spirit in whicb it was made ; that emancipation was a 
suigeot exclusively nnder the control of the states, and must be adopted 
or rejected by each for itself; that he did not claim, nor had this govern- 
ment any right to coerce them for that purpose ; that such was no part 
of his pnvpose in making this proposition, and he wished it to be clearly 
nnderstood ; that he did not expect tis there to bo prepared to give him 
an answer, but he hoped we would fake the subject into serious considera- 
tion, confer with one another, and then take such course as we felt our 
duty and the interests of our coustitnenls required of us. 



" He thongbt the institution wrong, and ought never to have existed ; 
but yet ho recognized tho i-ights of property which had grown out of it, 
and would respect those rights as fully as similar rights in any other 
property ; that property can exist, and does legally exist. He thought 
ench a law wrong, but the rights of property resulting must he respeoted; 
he would get rid of tho odiona law, not by violating tho right, but by en- 
couraging tho proposition and offering indticementa to give it up." 

Here tho jnlerview ended by Mr. Crittenden's assuring the President 
that, whatever might be our final action, we all thought him solely moved 
by a high patriotism and sincere devofton to the happiness and glory of 
his country ; and with that conviction we should consider respectfully the 
important suggestions he had made. 
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s of this repoj't made by Mr. CrisfieJd is certified fo by 
J. W. Menziea, J. J. CrittendeD, and E. Mallory, all of KeDtuckj. 

Did this loot like a war upon the inad.titdonBoflheSouth, either on the 
pail; of Mr. Lincoln or Congress, by the awoi'd, or does it exhibit a clerave 
to remove the chief ohstaclo to harmony by a fair and just equivalent ? 

In July, 1863, Mr. Lincoln invited an intervieiT with the members of 
Congress from the Border Slave States, which was held. During tho in- 
terview Mr. Lincoln addressed sn earnest and patriotic appeal to these 
gentlemen, in the course of which he s^d, "You prefer ihat the consti- 
tutional relations of the states to the nation shall be piacCically restored 
without distutbanoo of the institution ; and if this were done, my whole 
duty in this respect, under tho Constitution and my oath of office, would 
be performed. But it is not done, and we are trying to accomplish it hy 
war. The incidents of the war can not be avoided. If the war con^nnes 
long, as it must if the object be not sooner attained, the institution in your 
states will be exiingnished by mere friction and abrasion — by the mero 
incidents of the war. It will be gone, and you will have nothing valuable 
in lieu of it. Much of its value ia gone already. How much better for 
you and for your people to take the step which at once shovtens the war 
and secures substantial compensation for that which ia sure to be wholly 
lost in any other event ! Haw much better to thus save the money whidi 
else wo sink forever in the war ! How much better lo do it while we 
con, lest the war ere long render us pecuniarily unable to do it! How 
much better for you as seller, and the nation as buyei', to sell out and buy 
out that without which the war could never have been, than to sink both 
the thing to bo sold and the price of it-jn cutting one another's throals! 

"I do not speak of emancipation at once, but of a decision at once to 
emancipate gradaalh/. Room in South America for colonization can be 
obtained cheaply and in abundance, and when numbers shal! be largo 
enough to be company and encouragement for one another, the freed 
people will not be so reluctant to go. 

"I am pressed with a difficulty not yet mentioned, one which threatens 
division among those who, united, are none too strong. An instance of it is 
known lo you. General Hunter is an honest man. He was, and, I hope, 
still is my friend. I valued him none. thO' less for his agreeing with mo 
in the general wish that all men, every where could be freed. He pro- 
claimed all men free within certafc states, and I repudiated the proclama- 
tion. Ho expected more good and less harm from the measure than I 
could believe would follow. Yet, in repudiating it, I gave dissatisfaction 
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if not offense to many whoso support the countiy can. not afford to lose. 
And this is not tlio end of it. The pressure in this direction is still upon 
me, ani is increasing. By conceding what I now ask, yoQ can relieve 
.me, and much more, can relieve the conntry in this important point. 

"Upoa these considerations I have agiua be^ed your attention to the 
MeEsage of Mavch last. Before leaving the Capitol, consider and discuss 
it among yonrselves. Ton ate patriots and statesmen, and as sueh I pray 
you consider this propositjoii, and at the least commend it to the consid- 
eralJon of your states and people. As you would perpetnate popular 
govevnmont for the best people in the world, I beseech you that yon do in 
nowise omit tliis. Onr common countjy is in great peri), demanding tho 
loftiest views and holdest action to bring a speedy relief. Once relieved, 
its foi-m of government is saved lo the world, its beloved history and 
cherished memories are vindicated, and iis happy future fully a^ured and 
rendered inconceivably grand. To yoa, move than to any others, the 
privilege is given to assare that happiness and swell that grandeur, and 
to link your own names thei'ewith forever." 

In September, IS6i, General Fremont issued a proclamation from St. 
Louis containing the following paragraph : 

"The property, real and personal, of all persons in the State of Mis- 
souri, who shall take up arms against the United States, or shall be 
directly proven to have taken an active part with their enemies in the 
field, is declared to be confiscated to tho public use, and llieir slaves, ifan^ 
iheg Jiave, are hereby declared free men," which clause was instantly re- 
volted by Mr. Lincoln. 

In like manner General Hanter issued his proclamation from Hilton 
Head, South Carolina, on the 9lli of May, 1863, declaring all persona in 
the States of Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina, comprising his raili- 
Inry department, "heretofore heM as slaves, are foreaer free." 

On tho I9th of May Mr. Lincoln issued another prodamarion, revok- 
ing the order of General Hanter, accompanied with a severe rebuke, in 
which he says, 

" On the Gth of March last, by a special Message, I reeommejided to 
Congress the adoptionofajoint resointion, lobe snbstantioily as follows; 

" 'Hesoleed, That the United States ought to co-operate with any stale 
which may adopt a gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to each state 
pecuniary aid, to be used by sueh state in its discretion to compensate for 
the inconveniences, public and private, produced by such change of sys- 



.y Google 



398 APPENDIX. 

Tlie resolution, ia tlio language above quoted, was rtdoiitod by a liirge 
mojoritj- in bath branehos of CongresE, and now stands an authentic, def- 
inite, and solemn proposal of the nation to the states anl people most im- 
mediately intereeted in the snbject matter. To the people of those states 
1 now earnostlj- appeal. I do not nrguo, I beseech jou to make the ar- 
gument for yourselves. You can not; if you ivoold, be blind to the signs 
of the times. I beg of you a calm and enlarged consideration of them, 
ranging, if it may be, far above personal and partisan politics. This propo- 
sal makes common cause for a common object, casting no reproadies npoii 
any. It acts not the Phaviseo. The changes it contemplates would come 
gently as the dews of Heaven, not rending or wrecking any thing. "Will 
you not ombi-aco it? So mach good has not been done by one effort 
in all past time as, in the providence of God, it is now your high privi- 
lege to do. May the vast future not hare to lament that you have neg- 
lected it. 

finally, having done every thing ia his power for the protection of 
the property of the Southern slaveholder, though engagad in bloody and 
flagitioua war agiunsC himself and the government, his patience and his 
efforts alike exhausted in appeals fo the South to accept a system of re- 
mote emancipation based upon fan' compensation from the governmoHl^ 
he sums up, in a letter to Horace Greeley, in a few enei^tic sentences, 
combioing extraordinaiy brevity with masculine strength, the policy by 
whieh lie will be governed in his ever-to-be-rememhered and revered d&- 
tenninatuis to put domn the rebdlioa, and save the Union and the liberties of 
Ms comtrg, without regard to cost or consequences ; and, for one Southern 
man and Sonthora Blavobohier, I say God bkss him for his noble and pa- 
triotic resolution. 

Lelier to Horace Greeley. 

" EsMiiiivc Mnueion, August 23, 13G2. 

"Dbae Sir,^ — I have just read yours of the 19th instant, addressed lo 
myself tiirough the Hew York Tribum. 

" If there be in it any statements or assumptions of facts which I may 
know to ha erroneous, I do not now and here controvert them. 

" If there be any iafei'enco which I may believe to he falsely drawn, 1 
do not now and here argue against them. 

"If there be perceptible in it an impatient and dictatorial tone, I waive 
it in deference lo an old friend 'nbosa heart I have always Eiipposed to be 
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" As ki the policy ' I Ecem to bo pureuiog,' as jon Bay, 1 have not meant 
to lenve any one in doubt. I would ssiTe the Uuiou ; I would save it in 
tlie shoi'teet way nnder the Constitution. The sooner tbe national au- 
tlioiity can be restored, the nearer tlieUniomvillbe the Union as it was. 

" If there he those who would not save the Union unless they could at 
the same time save slavery, I do not agree with tliem. 

" Mff parataoiml object is to save the Union, and not eWier to sa'oe or de- 
stroy shvei'y. 

"If I could save the Union without freeing any slave, I wonld do it; 
and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it : and if I 
conld save it by freeing some and leaving others alone, I would also do ■ 
that. 

' ' What I do a,boiit slavery or the colored race, I do because I believe it 
helps to save the Union ; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not 
believe it wonld help to save the Union. 

" I shall do less whenever I shall believe what I am doing hurls tha 
cause, and shall do more whenever I believe doing more will help the 

"I shall try to correct en-ore when shown toheerrora, and I shall adopt 
new views as fast na they shall appear to bo true views. 

"I have hero stated my purpose according to my views of official duty, 
and I intend no modification of my oft-cxprcssed pei-sonal wish that all 
men every where could he free. Tours, A. Linoolh." 

Such was the eourao pursued by Mr. LineolB on the question of slavery, 
until he found that kindness and clemency then, as it has done since the 
war, only begat more insolent demands and a more defiant attitude on 
the part of the political tricksters, knaves, and charlatans who have un- 
dertaken to control tha public sentiment of the South, and who, I am sor- 
ry to add, are in a great degree successful. 

Let the irapavlial, enlightened, unprejudiced people of the South, if 
there are any such left, ponder over this brief sketch of Mr. Lincoln's de- 
sire, so often and so anxiously expressed, to protect the slave property of 
the South, and then say how much reason there was for the foul calum- 
nies heaped upon him at the time of and after his election by designing 
and infamous men, who have led them on to destruction, and determine 
for themselves what reliance is to be placed in the representations of such 
men in tlie futare. 

Will the great body of the reopli; never come to their senses? Will 
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they contiatie to follow these "bomb-proof" men of war, who talk like 
heroes, who write lite sBlamandevs, until the war comes on, and iheu do 
all their fighting on paper, seated on cushioned chairs, by comfortable 
flres in wiulei-, or sucking ice juleps through glass tubes in summer, and, 
if called on to go into the trenches to light the battles of their own crea- 
tion, effeminately and iiigloriously clodge behiad the Constitution, and 
prate about " an invasion of the freedom of the press" to expect an editor 
to fight, except on hia own hook and at an advantago. Yet, shame to 
say, of such are the rulers of the free-bom, bearded men of the South. 

I wilZ bring this work to a close by giving the following exti-act from a 
speech delircred in the Senate of the United States by senator, now Pres- 
ident Johnson, as to the responsible parties for this war, at least to a large 
extent. None of the reconstrncted will take issue with Mr. Johnson on 
this point, I presume. 

Respecting the voto of January 16 on the Critlenden propositions in 
the Senate, Andrew Johnson, senator from Tennessee, in his speech on 
the espalsion of Jesse D. Bright, senator from Indiana, delirerod Janu- 
aiySl, 1863, made these remarks. Wlien the six Southom senators re- 
fused to vote on Senator Clark's amendment. Senator Johnson said, 

"I sat right behind Mr. Benjamin, and I am not sure that my worthy 
fi'iend (Mr. Latham) was not close by when ha refused to vole, and I said 
to him, Mr. Benjamin, wliy do yon not vote ? Why not save tliis proposi- 
tion, and see if we can not bring tJio countiy to it ? He gave me rather 
an abrupt answer, and swd he would control his own action without con- 
suiting mo or any body else. Snid I, Vote, and show yourself an honest 
man. As soon as the vote was taken, be and others telegraphed South, 
'We can not get any compromise.' Here were six Southern men refus- 
ing to vote, when the amendment would have been rejected by four ma- 
jority if they had voted. Who, then, has brought these evils on the 
coantiy ? 

" Was it Mr. Clark? He was acting out his own policy ; hut with the 
help wo had from the other aide of the chamber, if all those on this side 
had been trtte to the Constitution and faithful to their constituents, and 
had acted with fidelity to iho country, the amendment of the senator from 
Hew Hampshire could havo been voted down, the defeat of which, the 
senator fromDelawai'e says, wonid have saved the oonntiy Whose fault 
was it? Who is responsihla for it? I think it is not only getting the 
nail through, hut olinehing it on tho other side, and the whole staple 
commodity is taken out of the speech. Who did it? Southein traitors, 
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as WHS said in this speocli of the senatov from California. They did it. 
Thej wnnted no compromiae. Tiiey aocomplialied their object by with- 
holding their votes ; and heaee the conntrj has been inTohed in the pres- 
ent difficulty. Let me read another extract from the speech of the sena- 
tor from California, Mr. Latham : 

" 'I recollect full well tbe joy that pervnded the faces of some of tliose 
gentlemen at the result, and tlie sorrow manifested by the venerable sena- 
tor fsom Kentncky (Mr. Crittenden). The record shows that Mr. Pagh, 
from Ohio, despairing of any compromiae between tlie osti-cmcs of ultra 
EepuMicaniam and diaunionials, working manifestly for the same end, 
movod, immediately after the vote was announced, to lay the whole subject 
on the table. If yoa will tmrn to page 433, same volume, yon will find, 
when at a late period Mr. Cameron, from Pennsylvania, moved to recon- 
sider the vote, appeals having been made to Enstaic tliose who were strug- 
gling to preserve the peace of the country, that vote was reconsidered ; 
and when, at last, the Crittenden propoaitions were snljmitted on the 2d 
day of Mai'ch, these Southern States liaving nearly all seceded, they were 
then Io:;t by but one vote.' Here is the vote ; 

"Teas — Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Critlenden, Douglas, Gwin, 
Hunter, Johnson, ofTennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nichol- 
son, Polk, Pugh, Eioe, Sebastian, Thompson, and "Wigfall— 19. 

"Kays— Mcssi's. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clavk, Dixon, Doo- 
litile, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, I'oster, Grimes, Harlan, lUng, Morrill, 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, "Wilkinson, and Wilson — 30. 

"If these seceded Southern States had remained, there won]d have 
passed, by a largo vote (aa it did without them), an amendment, by a 
two-third vote, forbidding Congress ever interfering with Elaveiy in the 
states. The Crittenden proposition would have been indorsed by a ma- 
jority vote, the subject finally going before the people, who have never 
yet, after consideration, refused justice for any length of time to any por- 
tion of the country. 

"I believe more, Mr. President, that these gentlemen were Acting in 
pursaance of n settled and fixed plan to hi'eak up and destroy the govem- 

"Whea we had it in otir power to vole down the amendment of the 
senator from New Ham[Bhire, and adopt the Crittenden resolutions, cer- 
tain Southern^ senaloi's prevented it; and yel, even at a late day of the 
session, after they had seceded, the Crittenden proposition was only lost 
by one vote. If rebellion, and bloodshed, and murder have followed, to 
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whose skirts doea tlio responsibility attach ? 1 summed up all these facts 
mjKclf in a, speech dnring the last session, bnt I have preferred to rend 
from the speech of the senator from California, he being botlor anthcritj, 
and having presented the faetE bettor than I could." 
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ef eiie labor actually performed on it—Losidiin Sicaminer. 

Mr, Motley's "History" is a WOik of which any country mighl bo sroufl 

press (IjinflDn). 

Mr, Motley'slIIslery vUlbea Bkmdard book of refereaoo in blEloriosl liters, 
ture.— I(on(to« Lil^cry GazeUe. 

the eompoeltion of Lis work.— i^ondon Leader. 

Thin is reaJly a great work. It belongs to the class of books in wliioh we 
mnge our Oioles, Milmaus, Merivalee, and Mscanl^ ss the gleiies of Eu^lsh 
llteraluTB in tlio department of history. ' ■ • Mr. Motley's gifts as a bisloiical 
writer are among the bigbCEt and farcBt, — Strnwrnfonnist (London). 

Mr. Motley's volumes will well repay nernsal. • • • Tor his learnine, bis liberal 
tone, and Ills generous entliuaiaBm, we bJ^irtlly commend him. aud tild blm good 
speed for tho remaioci' of bis lutereBting aad Iicroic naxrative.' — SaHlrdoy Eeuietg^ 

The Btoiy ia a noble ene, and is worthily trestea. • " Mr. Motley lies bad tbo 
patieuea to uurarel, with anf^iug perseverance, tbe thousand Intricate plots of 
the odversaiicB of tbo Prince of Oiauge; but the details and Uie literal eitracCs 
wblch be baa derived from original docnmcois, and transferred to his pages, 
cdve a truthful color Slid a picturesque eS^ct, ublch are eepedally chaiming.-^ 
London La^ Sea^ 

M. Lothcop Motley aans son magnlflqne tableau do la formation do notte I«- 
pnbllqne,— G. Oeoks Vjlh rniHBTEEEB, 

Our acoompllBliel eouoliynian, Mr. J. Lolbrop Motley, who, during the last 

jTatiFB. Mo one aegoalnlcd witb the 
lar, and tbe earneGloeas vitli Trblcll he 

istonlslies, wMe it Gratifies the prills 

Di MO .amer.uau temioi-.— K Y. Oliservei: 

Tbo "Kise of tbe Dut*h Eepnblie" at once, and Tiy aeeTamaUon, takes its 
place 6y the "Decline end Fall of the Eoman Empire," as a work whioli,wbe[Ji- 
er for research, substance, or style, will never he snpcrseded.-if. Y. AlMan. 

A iTork upon which all who reai tbe Engllsb IflOguage may congratulate 
thomselveB.— JViio riwiei- Bandela ZeUmig, 

Mr. MoUey'B place is dotv (allndUig to this book) with Hallara and Lord Me,- 
hon, Alison and Maeanlay in the Old Country, and witb Waaliington Irving, 
Prescott, and Bancroft tn this.— JP: Y. Timei. 

Tan antbority, in the English tongue, for the history of the period ana people 
to wMcb It refere.— a; Y. Coarier and Smpeirer. 

This wnrk at once places tbo anthor on the list of Amorlean Hslorians which 
baa baea so dgnally lllnstrated by the names of Iriing, Frescott, Bancroft, and 



—Ohio Farmer, 



.is country, and to the age in which 
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none of Ihera „ — 

Bcooracy, and truth. — Bginlnirgh QtuirlerlH Jlsi7i™i, Jan., 1 

Thia noble wort— H'esWiMisier flemeio (London). 

One of llie moat fosoimtlng 13 well lo importwil hialoriea of the ceqtuiy— Cor. 
X. y. EvaOag Post. 

•Oia csreful stu^ of thtfle volumes mlU infallibly itttoM a feoat both ticb una 

Aliwdy tatos a rank among Btandard works of history.— loMoil Critic. 

Mr. Motlej"« pnee epic— I«JnacTi Spectator. 

Its pigM WB pregnant ffltn Instruction — -iondon iiieiarj; OaseKc 

We mw P'ifi' IV "Inmat every page of his nanntive. All ISe topioa which agl. 
tate nB now are moi'o or leBfl vividly preflentd in the History of tbo tinited tjetJict. 
landa.— Jfeo York Timet, 

Bauson eveiT pnge nurb of tlieB&ms vigorous nund that prodnoe3^^TlielUA« 
of IheDntcliBeiiAiaci" bnlillis uewwDrkls liper, mellownr, uidlhoogli squally 
ncy of ^e scd, Mfter flarored. Tba fauTdring idea whloh bmtluH tbrouBpi febr. 
Uoiley's UstorieB and coloH the whols lertore itf Ida nsimtlvB, Is the grHodeur cf 
thai meiDorfilile aUDggie In tJie 10th eentnry by which the human mind binke the 
thraldom of leligiouslntcdeiance ond aebleved Ua IndepentlerKe — The WvrW, S. T. 

XbB name of Motley now etajids In the very frent lant rf living bialorlans. Ills 
Sateh BevuiUe took ths world by surprbo ; but the fcvombie vsrdlct then riven 
Is now oiOy the mure dcliberatEly confirmed on the publication >i the contfnood 
Btory midBT the titls of the Bislotii t/ ths United Netherlands. All the nerve, 
and power, BndanbsSnneBofJBioy life oia there, leniing a charm to every page. — 
CTuroft Joiimal, S. V. 

Motley, Indeed, has produaed a proee eplo, and his flghtii^ BceneB are aa nal* 
B^rited, and llfUike as the comllBti In the mad.— 2'A< Preu (PhUa.). 

His history is aa interesting cb a mnanoe, end aa reUabla aa ■ piopoiallon of Eo- 
dld. Gilo nsrer had a more MtbM disciple. We advise every reader whosa 
means will permit to bHvime the owner of these fascinating voliuiies, assmlng hlra 
tont be willDcver rs^iet the Investment.- CftrisMoii InU&gsacer, S. T. 
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